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2019 Women of the ELCA  

Annual Convention 
     For the 32nd Annual Convention we are going 
to escape to Music Road Resort, September 20-
22, 2019, for an unforgettable Pigeon Forge, TN 

and Smoky Mountain 
experience!  
     The theme is Em-
brace Grace. The Bi-
ble verse is, 2 Corin-
thians 12:9, “My grace 
is sufficient for you 
for my power is made 

perfect in weakness” 
     Music Road Resort is overlooking “The Great 
Smoky Mountains” and Little Pigeon River!  
Mark your calendars and get ready to unwind at 
another inspiring and graceful convention in Pi-
geon Forge, TN. To check out what Music Road 
Resort has to offer check out their website at 
https://musicroadresort.com  
 

2019 Love Offering   

Advocacy 
 
     As women of the ELCA, we believe that we 
are freed in Christ to serve and love our neigh-
bor. God uses our hands, through our direct ser-
vice work and our voices, through our advocacy 
efforts, to restore and reconcile our world. The 
Church does a great job of serving our neighbors 
in need; however, through advocacy, we can go a 
step further by addressing the root causes of 
hunger and poverty, working through political 
channels to change or implement policy and to 
be a voice for criminal justice reform.  
     Advocacy works for change in public policy 
based on the experience of Lutheran ministries, 
programs and projects around the world and in 
communities across the United States. Their 

work follows the biblical values of peacemaking, 
hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and 
concern for people living in poverty and strug-
gling with hunger and disease.  
     Hilton Austin, Advocacy Director, says “the 
one thing I have learned over the last few years 
is, if you want to make something happen in the 
Church, you will need to engage women. Women 
of the ELCA have been a critical partner in this 
important ministry of changing lives in the name 
of Jesus. Across the country, women have been 
involved in combating Human Trafficking by ad-
vocating for strong public policies. As recent as 
November 13, 2018, the Women of the ELCA 
Pennsylvania were key in the passage and sign-
ing of SB 554, providing Safe Harbor to child sex 
trafficking victims.”  
     How will you embrace grace? It is time to be 
bold. It is time for action. This year the 2019-
2020 love offering will be directed to Advocacy 
to help support their work in criminal justice re-
form, the fight for stronger human trafficking 
laws, education funding, immigration policies, 
healthcare, care for creation and safety nets for 
hunger and poverty.  
     Please bring your love offerings to the con-

vention in September or send them at any time 
to the synodical treasurer before January 31, 
2020.  
Karen Andrews 
950 Eagles Landing Pkwy. 
Suite 617 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 

https://musicroadresort.com
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On November 2, your Synodical Board met in 
Tallapoosa, Georgia at Holy Trinity House, Lu-
theranch for our first board meeting. Newly 
elected board members were as excited as those 
who were serving their second term. There is 
something about meeting on a lake with no dis-
tractions but a few beautiful horses that touches 
the soul. 
     Friday was spent getting to know each other 
and discussing the work ahead. It was important 
to become a team; in today’s pop business cul-
ture of motivational phrases and self-
improvement books, there is no shortage of slo-
gans about the value of teamwork. There is no I 
in teamwork. 

 “TEAM: Together Everyone Achieves More.”  

     Our main goal was to plan an exciting conven-
tion for September 2019 in Pigeon Forge. We are 
looking at new and exciting workshops, famous 
speakers, all with a wonderful back drop of the 
great Smokey Mountains. 
     I ask that you spend time praying about our 
ministry together, the future of our synod, and 
how God is calling you. 
     I look forward to seeing each of you at Music 
Road Resort, Hotel and Convention Center, 
playing together and praying together. 

Ponderings of  

the President 

 

By 

Patti 

Austin 

By  

Billie 

Goepfert 

Connecting 

With Young 

Women   

New Board  Member 

Happy 2019  
    wanna have coffee?? 

 
     Have you joined a Café group yet? November 
is a great time to think about joining a group. If 
you are looking for ways to reach out to young 
women, check out a Café. There are many differ-
ent groups on many different subjects. Some 
subjects you might enjoy are Identity, Grief and 
Transition, God with Us, and even Self Care, of 
course there are many more topics to choose from. 

     You can actually meet somewhere, or you can 
have your own gathering online for Bible Study. 
Every month new topics that are relevant to 
women and how faith relates to those issues are 
featured. The Café is located online for young 
adult women. It incorporates a Lutheran per-
spective for women of Christian faith or simply 
for women who are interested in how faith re-
lates to today's issues. 
Check out the website:   www.boldcafe.org 

     Jayne Young has resigned due to personal 
reasons and per our constitution Gloria B. Mar-
tin has been appointed to fill the one year posi-
tion until the next convention. 
  

Gloria B.  
Martin  

                                                                                                                             
     I was born and raised in 
Aiken, South Carolina and I 
am the oldest of four chil-
dren.  I received a BS in Busi-
ness Administration from North Carolina A&T 
State University.  I retired from the field of edu-
cation three years ago. 
     My husband Harvey and I have served at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Decatur, Georgia, since 
1978.  We have two sons who also attended St. 
Paul prior to their adulthood and relocations.   I 
am currently the president of WELCA at St. 
Paul, a member of the church council, and the 
director of Christian Education.  I also volunteer 
with registration for the Synod Assembly as well 
as having served as a voting member in previous 
years. 
     I enjoy reading, working with children, crafts, 
supporting the ministries of the church, and fel-
lowship with WELCA.  I am a member of Cluster 
3, Trinity, and look forward to serving with the 
SES Women of the ELCA. 

Bold Women’s Day is February 24, 2019.   
  Attend the Bold Women’s Day service at 

your church or within your cluster.   
 Take the Bold Women’s Day Challenge dur-

ing the month of February.  Go to 
www.womenoftheelca.org/bold-womens-
day and join in for a month-long effort of 
sharing honest words with bold women. 

http://www.boldcafe.org
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/bold-womens-day
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/bold-womens-day
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Let’s Celebrate Thanksgiving and 
Thankoffering Together  

                                                                by Patti Austin 

     We love to get together with our family and 
friends to celebrate all that God has given us by 
observing Thanksgiving. 
     Here in Southeastern Synod different congre-
gations collaborate with our WELCA and hold a 
Thankoffering service to celebrate how we can 
continue to carry out the mission that our God 
has set before each of us. 
     This past November we held a Thankoffering 
Service at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Atlan-
ta.  Our speaker was Rev. Dr. Wyvetta Bullock, 
assistant to our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton.  Dr. Bullock currently serves as the Exec-
utive for Leadership Development. 
     Thankofferings are a long-standing custom 
among Lutheran women; we give in thanksgiv-
ing for blessings received. 
     We share in a tradition that goes back to the 
1800s or even earlier. Then, when it seemed 
that there was not enough money to carry out 
the work of the church, the women would act 
together as “cent” or “mite” societies. Each 
woman would set aside offerings at home 
throughout the year in thanksgiving for bless-
ings received. And on occasion, the women 
would come together as we do today, joining 
their offerings to support ministry of many 
kinds. When Women of the ELCA was formed 
in 1987, we committed to continue this tradition 
of giving in gratitude for blessings. Each year, in 
thousands of congregations, Thankofferings are 
given to support the life-changing ministries of 
Women of the ELCA.  
     I hope your congregation is planning a 
Thankoffering Service in 2019 where you recog-
nize our Lord and all that we have been blessed 
with, as well as Grace received.   

  
 

Walking Wet Southeastern Synod  
Annual Advocacy Gathering 

 
Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 9 AM – 3 PM 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1410 Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE  

Atlanta, Georgia 30307 
Hosted by Southeastern Synod Advocacy 

Team 
Go to Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
events/513083672493514/ for free tickets to 

the event. 

2nd Annual Lutheranch  

Quilting Retreat 

February 21—24, 2019 

$255 Double Occupancy  

$305 Single Occupancy 

Lutheranch is excited to extend a 

warm welcome to all quilters to expe-

rience the 2nd annual Quilting Bee. 

The conference center offers a great 

space to create as well as a rocking 

chair porch to relax. This year we will 

be looking forward to spring as we 

work on quilts and projects that use 

flying geese as a primary building 

block to new and interesting quilts. 

Learn how to make flying geese using 

a variety of techniques, including di-

mensional ones! You are also invited 

to work on your own project(s) and 

share your inspiration and talents. We 

will officially begin our retreat at 1:30 

pm on Thursday and continue until 

lunch on Sunday. 

Please make sure to bring all of your 

sewing equipment. Dress casually and 

in layers as we begin to enjoy the cool 

first breath of spring. All meals will be 

provided by our wonderful food ser-

vice staff. Throughout the weekend 

there will also be a great opportunity 

to join in on daily devotions. They are 

a great way to start the day and stimu-

late your creativity. 

Let the Fun & Creativity Begin!   

 

Registration 

@novusway.org  

or 828-209–6302   

https://www.facebook.com/events/513083672493514/
https://www.facebook.com/events/513083672493514/
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Tidbits 
from the 

Treasurer 

 

By  

Deborah Covin  

Wilson,  

Treasurer 

     It has been my pleasure to serve these last 
two years as your Synodical Treasurer. My term 
officially ends on January 31, 2019. Our Syn-
od is blessed to have so many women who are 
giving of their time, talents and monies. I will 
continue to receive your offerings to this time.  
 
     An important reminder … Our fiscal year 
runs from February 1st through January 
31st of each year. Many units have recently 
elected officers.  Please share with the new 
board that checks should be made payable to 
the Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA or 
SES Women of the ELCA.  I have attached a 
copy of Form A  (page 5) to submit funds to me. 
Form A is used to submit your regular offerings, 
convention offerings, love offerings, Lutheran 
World Relief shipping, and it is important to 
include Form A with your checks. Use Form B 

to transmit your thank offerings directly to 
Churchwide.. Please mail your offerings to me 
at:    Deborah Covin Wilson 
         SES WELCA Treasurer 
         3640 Masters Road 
         Ellenwood, GA 30294 
 deborahcwilson@gmail.com   404.667.4277 
Beginning February  1, 2019 send your offerings 
to new treasurer, Karen Andrews. 
                                  137 Melinda Dr. 

                                  Stockbridge, GA 30281 

  karenand@yahoo.com     678-972-6653 

New Deadlines 
It is important for you to get your offer-
ings to me no later than January 15, 2019 
so that you can get credit for this year for 
your offerings, if not they will be credited 
next year.  Churchwide has set a deadline 
of receiving funds by January 4th so that 
Southeastern  Synod WELCA can get 
credit for this fiscal year. 

Have you ever wondered where your monies 
go?  Please find below a chart that explains 
where your offerings go: 

Offering 
Type 

Where/When  
Received 

Amount to be 
Mailed 

Where to Mail Form 

Regular  
Offerings 

These Offerings are 
collected at your  
regular monthly or  
quarterly meetings. 

Churchwide recom-
mends that 50% stays 
at your local unit and 
50% to the Synod  
Organization. 

Synod Treasurer 
 

Form A 

Thank 
Offerings 

These offerings are 
received one or more 
times per year as your 
unit determines. 

Mail the total amount 
of these offerings as 
soon as possible. 

Women of the ELCA 
ELCA Gift Processing 
Center, PO Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA  22116-
8009 

Form B 

Convention 
Offering 

These offerings are 
received before,  
during or after the 
synodical convention. 

Mail the total amount 
to the Treasurer or 
bring to the  
Convention. 

Synod Treasurer 
 

Form A 

LOVE  
Offering 

These offerings are 
received before,  
during or after the 
synodical convention. 

Mail the total amount 
to the Treasurer or 
bring to the  
Convention. 

Synod Treasurer 
 

Form A 

LWR quilt 
shipping fund 
(Project  
Comfort) 

These offerings are 
received as  
designated. 

Mail the total amount 
to the Treasurer. 

Synod Treasurer 
  

Form A 

mailto:deborahcwilson@gmail.com
mailto:karenand@yahoo.com
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 Justice in a Community  
of Women 

By Terry Chongulia 

     I’ve been asked to write an article for my WELCA 
sisters, and the few brothers who also read this pub-
lication, on a daunting topic. I know this is not like 
picking up Vogue or Good Housekeeping magazines 
that fascinate you with captivating imagery, Pavlovi-
an recipes, or horoscope articles. I am including you 
dudes because you are part of the equation and part 
of the solution. So let us simply begin with defini-
tions. 
Justice Definitions: 
1. “It is the end (goal) of civil society.” (The federalist 
papers #51) 
2. Synonyms: fairness, justness, fair play, fair-
mindedness, equity, evenhandedness, impartiality, 
objectivity, neutrality, disinterestedness, honesty, 
righteousness, morals, morality 
3. Do, treat, or represent someone or something with 
due fairness or appreciation. 
 
     So how is this achieved? Paul’s letters are a won-
derful source of wisdom. Doing the right thing 
throughout our lives is a continuous lesson in be-
coming theologians of the cross. 
Romans 12:1-8 The New Life in Christ 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by 
the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For 
by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. For as in one body we have many mem-
bers, and not all the members have the same func-
tion, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of another. 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace giv-
en to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhort-
er, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the lead-
er, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
Justice in society is a noble goal as is ulti-
mately building the kingdom for God. 
     We can never repay the Grace given to us but it is 
an honor to the Lord when we are a “living sacrifice” 
in our actions to serve one another. We need to think 
creatively beyond normal conventions of society 
sometimes to be able to recognize injustice in all its 
subtle forms to better serve and love one another. 
After all, God manifests in subtle ways to remind us 
who has the ability to make a positive impact. EVE-
RYONE. Eleanor Roosevelt is credited for stating, 

"Do one thing every day that scares you.” It is 
another way of saying “love fearlessly.” 
     We are a remarkable group of women who come 
from diverse backgrounds and educations, formal 
and in the classroom of real life, with passions and 
talents overflowing into the world around us. We are 
called to love ardently and show it in our works for 
communities locally and globally. Identifying areas 
of injustice and finding ways to correct what we can, 
is in our nature. To do this though, we must do jus-
tice to ourselves as well. 
     Our job is to also do justice to one another. To rec-
ognize when one of us needs a little more attention 
and to look after each other. You could say it is a 
form of “self-care.” That might mean literally tending 
to someone who tripped and fell off a stage, or a pri-
vate conversation to connect and understand some-
thing going on in the life of a sister. The Holy Spirit 
guides us in this process if we can give ourselves per-
mission to listen. We are constantly distracted by the 
din of daily matters and responsibilities. Lutheran 
women probably have more difficulty accepting help 
than giving assistance. So, one of our personal chal-
lenges is being receptive to that attention and learn-
ing when to put the schedule “on hold.” Caring for 
the body of Christ is just as important as the good 
works that emanate from it. How can we help others 
if we are ailing? We are strengthened by the guidance 
given to us through our pastors and leadership with-
in the clergy and among lay council members. 

We cannot do justice for the disenfranchised, power-
less, or disadvantaged if we do not do justice for one 
another to be able to do the best job possible. 
Seeking justice is an expression of love. 
     Sometimes we as women underestimate the influ-
ence we have as individuals on each other and the 
causes we adopt.  Sometimes our spouses give us the 
perspective or knowledge we lack and so this effort 
becomes collaborative. Sometimes our spouses are 
just carrying a box. Sometimes we forget they are 
just as passionate about the causes in which we are 
involved. They just show it differently....but it is im-
portant to include them. 
     I will limit my illustration of an area within our 
own that can use some attention. One area of sub-
conscious injustice is in the behavior towards women 
clergy. 
We (men and women) are part of the solu-
tion.... 
     The North Carolina synod produced a YouTube 
video that in a humorous way points out an area that 
we all need to work on within our own church homes 
in some shape or manner especially when you look at 
the changing demographic characteristics of the cler-
gy within the ELCA. 
 
https://youtu.be/bTcaAkG86QQ 

https://youtu.be/bTcaAkG86QQ
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     Navigating and understanding the moving parts of 
this microcosm of our synod is a lesson in how to 
care for it which can be extended to larger bodies of 
Christ as we tackle larger areas of social injustice.  
Anyone who knows me well, knows that my language 
of love manifests in acts of service. I tend to think in 
terms of actions I can execute. 
Not turning a blind eye. 
     In 2013 a commercial airliner had a blind passen-
ger deboard with their service dog that was too big to 
fit under the seat. The passengers all got off the plane 
in protest. 
Doing the right thing usually is uncomfortable and 
inconvenient but if we don’t do it for them, who will 
do it for us? 
Participate, even when it feels silly or be-
neath us. 
     Getting up for “stretch and sing” at the SES 
WELCA convention during the long plenary sessions 
is a form of self care. Blood clots are not conducive to 
longevity. We feel self conscious and embarrassed at 
first. As we start to pick up on the patterns of music 
and movement in a very confined space, we derive a 
sense of joy in all joining in for that moment. 
Strengthen and form new relationships 
     Listen.  There are people you know who are look-
ing for a church home. You may be able to help them 
find it. Granted it ultimately may not be your church 
but if they find a home, that’s what counts. 
Be available to encourage interaction. 
     If that little feeling in your gut tells you to go back 
and check on someone, listen to that. We are so busy 
tending to the next thing on the schedule that we 
miss opportunities that present themselves.  What 
prevents us from reaching out is usually a sense of 
insecurity and wanting to stay safe. Thinking this 
way, the tree becomes barren. 
Mind, body, and spirit are the fruit. 
     Personally, I have to fight a natural tendency to 
climb into my clam shell and shut out everything and 
everyone when I have had a stressful week or not 
feeling well. Then I start to waste away physically 
and spiritually. Communing with my sisters is as im-
portant as doing so with the Lord. It’s about balance. 
Growth starts from within. 
     A drive and passion to embrace change is healthy, 
as is the courage to reach outside our comfort zones. 
We have to change ourselves for the church to evolve. 
That is our legacy going forward. 
Remind yourself as to why the communion alter is a 
semicircle. 
     “And love dares you to care for the people on the 
edge of the night, and love dares you to change our 
way of caring about ourselves. This is our last dance. 
This is our last dance.....”. 
Queen “Under Pressure” 

By      

Sissy 

Gifford 

Church    

Women United 

     Church Women United was founded in 1941 on 
the vision of Christian unity and prayerful action. 
They are a racially, culturally, and theologically 
inclusive Christian women’s movement that cele-
brates unity in diversity and work for peace in the 
world. CWU are Biblically based and welcome all 
that share the Christian faith and are impassioned 
by the Holy Spirit to act on behalf of women and 
children throughout the world.  CWU are recog-
nized by the United Nations as a non-
governmental organization. 
     May Friendship Day (traditionally held the 
1st Friday in May) - focuses on our gratitude for 
God’s presence in all things and especially as we 
respond to human needs.  
     Human Rights Day - The spirit of this cele-
bration is for all participants to understand the 
meaning of unity. It is our unity that makes the 
world whole. This is the message that Jesus gave 
while on earth. When he said, “Love one another 
as I have loved you,” he did not mean for us to love 
just some people, he truly meant for us to 
love everyone. 
     World Community Day – WCD focuses on 
sharing gifts at the table. Although we come with 
different cultures, family traditions, religious prac-
tices, and are of different ages, those differences 
provide gifts that can and should be shared with 
one another. We should give honor to and rejoice 
in our differences and use them to unite us in new 
ways. 
     The 2019 dates for these celebrations have not 
as yet been posted. 
     They also participate in the World Day of 
Prayer that will be held on March 1, 2019. For 
more info on this celebration visit World Day of 
Prayer on Facebook. 
     To learn more about Church Women United or 
to find the dates for these celebrations go to 
www.churchwomen.org or visit them on Facebook.   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To mobilize women to act boldly 

on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

http://www.churchwomen.org
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2018-2019 CLUSTER LEADERS 

Thank you ladies for your willingness to serve our organization as cluster leaders!!! 
LEGEND:  C – Coordinator   R – Recorder      M - Member-at-Large    NEWLY elected in red 
Cluster 1 - Ebenezer 

C Marty Hendrix 
martyhendrix1972@gmail.com 

341 Early Street, Springfield, GA 
31329 

914-754-4860 

R Lynn Hollenbach 
colinalynne@gmail.com 

16 Jamaica  Run 
Savannah, GA  31410 

912-656-7137 

M Cheryl Pannel 
cheryltpannal@yahoo.com 

165 Palmetto Road, Guyton, GA  
31312 

912-667-5315 
  

Cluster 2 – Good N.E.W.S. 

C Annette Flanigan 
flanielip@comcast.net 

325 Lawrence Place, Atlanta, Ga 
30349 

770-964-9741 

C Sylvia McCullough 
adsk1@att.net 

175 Biltmore Drive, Fayetteville, GA 
30321 

770-460-1001 

R Debbie Lundell 
debralundell@comcast.net 

141Crown Oaks Dr. 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 

770-8158918 

M Phyllis Hutchings 
pmarhut@yahoo.com 

10082 Tara Glynn Drive, Hampton, 
GA 30228 

770-882-8023 

M Cherie Tidwell 
sheridantid@att.net 

8 Rover Road, Williamson, GA  
30292 

770-227-7531 

Cluster 3 – Trinity 

C Marilyn Grant 
marilynpgrant724@gmail.com 

727 Juniper Street, NE, Apt. 809, 
Atlanta, GA  30058 

678-429-0392 

R   
OPEN 

    

M Christine Davis 
davis1226@comcast.net 

1226 Shore Drive, Atlanta, GA  
30311 

404-696-3736 

Cluster 4 – Magi 

C  OPEN 
 

    

R Terri Lange 
trlange@bellsouth.net 

20 Logans Run, Covington, GA  
30016 

770-845-0958-cell 

M Bernice Bland 
bernice.bland@gmail.com 

4262 Village Square Lane, Stone 
Mountain, GA  30038 

404-294-8247 
404-423-6563-cell 

M Diane England 
dmeblue@gmail.com 

3478 Kensington Parc Circle, Avon-
dale Estates, GA  30002 

404-385-1146-work 
470-426-5415-cell 

Cluster 5 – Mission 

  Contact – Barbara Ayers 
bmaptcruiser@comcast.net 

1910 Bernice Drive, Cumming, GA  
30041 

770-887-7031 

Cluster 6 – Agape 

C Elaine Fisher 
melainefisher@aol.com 

236 Royal Oaks Drive, Maryville, TN  
37801 

865-984-8731 

R Debbie Hampstead  
dhampst@utk.edu 

7725 Whitcomb Road, Powell, TN  
37849 

865-963-2840 

M Mary Smith 
msmith4488@epbfi.com 

808 High View Drive, Chattanooga, 
TN  37415-2918 

423-718-1362 

mailto:martyhendrix1972@gmail.com
mailto:colinalynne@gmail.com
mailto:cheryltpannal@yahoo.com
mailto:flanielip@comcast.net
mailto:adsk1@att.net
mailto:debralundell@comcast.net
mailto:pmarhut@yahoo.com
mailto:sheridantid@att.net
mailto:marilynpgrant724@gmail.com
mailto:davis1226@comcast.net
mailto:trlange@bellsouth.net
mailto:bernice.bland@gmail.com
mailto:dmeblue@gmail.com
mailto:bmaptcruiser@comcast.net
mailto:melainefisher@aol.com
mailto:dhampst@utk.edu
mailto:msmith4488@epbfi.com


 The Southeastern Weaver                                                                                       January 2019—Page 9 

 

Cluster 7 – Diaspora 

C Kathy Sieja 411 Homewood, Huntsville, AL  256-882-1966 

R Paula McMillan 
Pfmp139@gmail.com 

5514 Kennesaw 
Pinson, AL  35126 

205-613-4587 

M Pat Barber 1307 Rhett, Huntsville, AL  35801 256-536-9357 

Cluster 8 – The King 

C Meredith Frantz 
meredith.frantz@gmail.com 

201 Churchill Place, Franklin, TN  
37067 

615-974-0457 

R Maureen Garrett 
mmemechante@gmail.com 

60 Sarvis Ridge Road 
Normandy, TN  37360 

931-580-0615-cell 

M Jen Yamin 44 Carrington Road, Henderson- 615-512-7806 

Cluster 9 – Gulf Coast 

C Renetta Ludgood 
Mail only – does not use email 

P.O. Box 50573, Mobile, AL  36605 251-363-3361 

R Kathy Zimmerman 
kathy.zee@hotmail.com 

P.O. Box 3726, Gulf Shores, AL  
36547 

814-623-6563 

M OPEN 
  

    

  
2019 SPRING CLUSTER MEETINGS 

*These are the latest dates we have at publication.  Please contact  your host church  
and/or your cluster leaders to confirm updates on actual meeting dates. 

  

  
CLUSTER 

  
DATE 

  
HOST CONGREGATION 

  
BOARD  
LIAISON 

1-EBENEZER March 30, 2019 Jerusalem with St. John’s 
Help, Rincon, GA 

Tara Spray 

2-GOOD 
N.E.W.S. 

March 30-31, 
2019 

All churches hosting 

Lutheranch, Tallapoosa, 
GA 

Karen Andrews 

3-TRINITY March 30-31, 
2019 

Emanuel hosting 

Lutheranch, Tallapoosa, 
GA 

Shirley Connelly 

4-MAGI March 23, 2019 Trinity, Lilburn, GA Terri Chongulia 

5-MISSION     Gloria Martin 

6-AGAPE April 6, 2019 Messiah, Knoxville, TN Beth Drane, 

7-DIASPORA March 9, 2019 Faith, Clay, AL Margery Kellar 

8-THE KING March or April 
2019* 

Trinity, Tullahoma, TN Billie Goepfert 

9-GULF 
COAST 

April 6, 2019 Grace, Long Beach, MS Sissy Gifford 

mailto:Pfmp139@gmail.com
mailto:meredith.frantz@gmail.com
mailto:mmemechante@gmail.com
mailto:kathy.zee@hotmail.com
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 UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 

February 1-2, 2019 Living Grace, Tucker, GA 

May 3-5, 2019 Our Savior, Gatlinburg, TN 

September 19-22, 2019 Convention  
Thurs 7-9pm, Sun 12-1pm Music Road Resort, Gatlinburg, TN 

it to them. This set in motion her first interven-
tion - disposable pads. But Celeste and her 
team quickly discovered a major problem -
 without any place to dispose of the pads, this 
was neither a viable nor a sustainable solution. 
It was time for Plan B: a washable, long-lasting 
pad.  
     The first Days for Girls Kits were quite dif-
ferent from the design in use today. Each of the 
28 iterations that followed would be informed 
by extensive feedback and designed to meet 
unique cultural and environmental conditions 
in communities throughout the world. What 
would eventually become clear in the years fol-
lowing Days for Girls’ beginning was just how 
much of a difference hygiene solutions would 
make in assisting women and girls to break the 
cycle of poverty and live lives of dignity. 
     Today, Days for Girls has reached more 
than one million women and girls in 124+ 
countries with DfG Kits and menstrual health 
education. This translates into over 115 million 
days of dignity, health, and opportunity!  Taken 
from Days For Girls Website 
 

Identifying and Developing  

Leaders                by Patti Austin 

Coming in January the Southeastern Synodical 
Board Women of the ELCA, with our Cluster Liai-
son Shirley Connelly hopes to announce Leader-
ship Training in at least three locations. Some of 
the training will cover questions such as:   
 How can we identify and recruit new leaders 

and volunteers in our organization? 
 What are the best ways to recruit people to 

serve on committees and task forces? 
 What can we do to revitalize those who are al-

ready serving in our programs and ministries?  
I hope you will consider what gifts and talents 
that you have and can share with others in our 
synod. 
Keeping you in my prayers, asking for yours, 
Let’s keep in touch, Patti 

  DAYS FOR 

    GIRLS 
                                        
Every Girl. Every where. Period. 

 By 
 

Beth 

Drane 

     There are 1.8 billion girls and women of re-
productive age in the world.  Of those, at least 
500 million lack adequate facilities for manag-
ing their periods, according to a 2015 report 
from UNICEF and the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO).  DfG Kits “have become a stigma 
eraser, a confidence builder, and a girl-power 
enabler.” 

How It All Began 
     Days for Girls began in 2008 when Founder 
and CEO Celeste Mergens was working with a 
family foundation in the outskirts of Nairobi, 
Kenya where she began assisting an orphanage. 
In the wake of historic post-election violence, 
the population at the orphanage had swelled 
from 400 children to 1,400. 
     As she was getting prepared to return to Nai-
robi, Celeste went to bed with the devastating 
situation weighing heavy on her mind. In the 
middle of the night, she woke up with a nagging 
question: “What are girls doing for feminine hy-
giene?” Seeking an answer, she ran to the com-
puter and sent an email to the Assistant Director 
of the orphanage. He replied right away, 
“Nothing. They wait in their rooms.” 
     Celeste learned that girls were sitting on 
cardboard for several days each month, often 
going without food unless someone would bring 

NOV 2018 Board Meeting 

https://www.daysforgirls.org/dfg-kits
https://www.daysforgirls.org/become-an-ambassador-of-womens-health
https://www.daysforgirls.org/become-an-ambassador-of-womens-health
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2018-2019 Executive Board 

Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA 

Patti Austin, President 

Leadership Training, 
218 East Trinity Place#1020 
Decatur, GA 30030  

paustin562@att.net   

404-819-5077    

Tara Spray, Vice President, Mission: 

Growth,   Cluster 1 Ebenezer Board Rep 

1823 Wilkinson Circle 

Augusta, GA 30904 

tspray369@gmail.com 

706-829-2729 

Margery Kellar, Secretary, ARG, 

BOR, Mission:  Community, Cluster 7  

Diaspora Board Rep 

1686 Bristol Drive NE 

Atlanta, GA  30329 

margery.kellar@gmail.com 

404-803-9404 

Deborah Covin Wilson, Treasurer, 

until January 31, 2019; Mission: Ac-

tion, Cluster 2 Good N.E.W.S. Board Rep 

3640 Masters Road 

Ellenwood, GA 30294 

deborahcwilson@gmail.com 

 404-667-4277 

Karen Andrews, Treasurer begin-

ning February 1, 2019; Mission: Ac-

tion, Cluster 2 Good N.E.W.S. Board Rep 

137 Melinda Dr. 

Stockbridge, GA 30281 

karenand@yahoo.com 

678-972-6653 

Terry Chongulia, Mission:  Growth, 

Cluster 4 Magi Board Rep 

2370 Hillside Trace 

Monroe, GA 30655 

terrychongulia@gmail.com  

678-491-7348 

Shirley Connelly, Mission: Action,  

Cluster 3 Trinity Board Rep 

4746 Riverroad Trail 

Snellville, GA 30039 

slconnelly@bellsouth.net 

770-891-5513 

Beth Drane, Mission:  Action, Cluster 6 

Agape Board Rep. 

4312 Lorena Lane  

Maryville, TN 37804 

Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com 

865-681-5987 

Gabriele “Sissy” Gifford, Mission:  

Community, Cluster 9 Gulf Coast Bd Rep  

 P.O. Box 21 

Midland City, AL 36350 

ggiff819@aol.com 

334-789-9756 

Billie Goepfert, Mission: Growth,   

Cluster 8 The King Board Rep. 

3106 Laurel Forest Drive 

Nashville, TN 37214 

billiegoepfert@yahoo.com  

615-275-9745 

Gloria B. Martin, Mission: Communi-

ty, Cluster 5 Mission Board Rep 

3461 Tarragon Drive                                                                                                          

Decatur, GA 30034-6212                                                          

gvbmartin@yahoo.com                                                                                                                             
404 510 6338 

Non-Board 

Barbara Schwanebeck 

Convention Registrar 

277 Mossy Way, NW 

Kennesaw, GA  30152 

barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com  

770-427-7808 

Louise Iconis 

Website and Facebook Admin 

1540 Diplomat Drive 

Cumming, GA 30041 

louise@iconis.com 

C 404-769-8253  H 770-934-5072 

Linda Few 

AV Administrator 

1109 Oriole Dr SW 

Atlanta, GA 30311 

fewbaby@bellsouth.net 

C 404-556-5858 H 404-755-5658 

Janice Hawkins  

Lutheran World Relief 

4315 Bending River Trail 

Lilburn, GA  30047 

jchawkin@bellsouth.net 

770-712-6090 

Kathy Hill 

Newsletter Editor 

210 Ridge Run 

Stockbridge, GA  30281 

kathyshill1@gmail.com 

404-310-7112 

Carolyn Nottingham Davis  
SE Synod Liaison  

P.O. Box 400 
Decatur, GA 30031  

cdavis@elca-ses.org  

404-589-1977 

Women of the ELCA Churchwide 

  

8765 West Higgins Rd. 

Chicago, IL  60631-4189 

www.womenoftheelca.org 

800-638-3522, Ext. 2730 

mailto:louise@iconis.com
mailto:tspray369@gmail.com
mailto:margery.kellar@gmail.com
mailto:wilsonassociates@mindspring.com
mailto:bowksaz@msn.com
mailto:Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com
mailto:gvbmartin@yahoo.com
mailto:barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com
mailto:louise@iconis.com
mailto:fewbaby@bellsouth.net
mailto:jchawkin@bellsouth.net
mailto:kathyshill1@gmail.com
mailto:cdavis@elca-ses.org
tel:(404)%20589-1977
http://www.womenoftheelca.org
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