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Dear Sisters in Christ, 

     On behalf of the women of Agape Cluster 6, I invite you to the 32nd Annual Convention of the 

Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA.  I am excited about what we have planned for you to help 

you Embrace Grace.  We hope you will take advantage of all that we have planned.   

     We will begin and end our convention with worship led by our chaplain, Pastor Jenny Barnes.  

Weather permitting, we will have our mixer on the patio of the hotel on Friday evening.  After your 

morning walk on Saturday plan to attend an inspirational Bible study led by Judy Aebischer.  You 

wonôt want to miss that.  Before lunch, we will present our in-kind gathering to Dick Wellons from 

the Smoky Mountain Area Rescue Mission.  What a program that is and so deserving of our dona-

tions!  After lunch, we will be inspired by our keynote speaker, Ken Jenkins.  He is a nationally 

known wildlife photographer and speaker.  He will use his photography in his inspirational speech.  

Many of his pictures have been taken in the Great Smoky Mountains.  

     The theme for our banquet Saturday evening is ñA Night Under the Stars.ò  The dress for the  

banquet is country casual (think denim).  The entertainment will be provided by the musical group, 

Boogertown Gap.  This group plays old time Appalachian music using mountain instruments.   

You might want to bring your clogging shoes.   

     If you like to sing, please plan to sing in the choir which will sing at the worship service on Sun-

day.  Kathy Cole, choir director at Our Savior in Gatlinburg, will direct the choir. 

     In our planning, we have tried to help you have a feel for the area in which the convention is be-

ing held.  It is a beautiful area and we encourage you to consider coming a day or two early or ex-

tending your stay so that you can enjoy what the area has to offer.  In Pigeon Forge, there is The Is-

land that has unique shops, the Old Mill that still grinds corn for corn meal, outlet malls, and many 

attractions including the wonderful Titanic Museum.  In Gatlinburg, there are many shops and at-

tractions including the Ripleyôs Aquarium and the Arts and Crafts Loop.  And most importantly, 

there are the Great Smoky Mountains with driving and walking trails.  The hotel room rate will be 

the same if you come early or extend your stay.   

     I suggest you bring a sweater or wrap because the meeting rooms tend to be cool.  I look forward 

to seeing you in Pigeon Forge.  Yôall come! 

Grace & Peace, 

Donna Hoglund, Convention Chair  
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     Our Southeastern Synodical Board met this 
past May in Pigeon Forge to finished planning 
for our September 20-22 Convention. What a 
wonderful place to hold a convention, there are 
so many things to do and see especially for kids 
and families. I encourage everyone to think 
about making it a family vacation. 
     On Thursday May 2nd four of us went to 
meet Dick Wellons, our In-Kind Offering recip-
ient, at the thrift store that Smokey Mountain 
Area Rescue Ministry runs. You would love this 
place. Dick is a wonderful person and he really 
cares for his community. So, ladies start load-
ing up on can goods with pop tabs to open. I 
suggest single serve, tuna, beanie weenie, 
chicken, pork & beans, or any of your favorites. 
This is a well-deserved ministry and I would 
love to see can goods stacked to the ceiling. 
     SES Advocacy will receive our Love Offering 
this year, this ministry speaks for those who 
can not speak for themselves. The Director, 
Hilton Austin spends time meeting with our 
local officials as well as making many trips to 
Washington, DC advocating for better Health 
Care as well as Immigration Reform. Human 
Trafficking is another part of advocacy.  Hilton 
works with our ministry partners in other de-
nominations as well as Atlantaôs District Attor-
ney Sherry Boston to reform some of the laws 
surrounding Human Trafficking. 
     Our Weaver has a ton of information, you 
can find everything you need to know about 
our many ministries. I would like to high-lite 
nominations this year. We need ladies to run 
for vice president, secretary or board. 
     Iôm sure you know how important each posi-
tion is. Talk to your peeps and get some nomi-
nation forms and help us out, or maybe you 
would like to fill one of these positions. Louise 
Iconis is the Chair of Nominations, and she 
would love to hear from you. 
     In closing I want to thank each of you; 
through the years, you have encouraged, in-
spired, and supported me in all my efforts. I 
could not do any of this without you. 

     I love you and can hardly wait to see you in 
September. 
Embrace Grace,  

Patti 

Reflections of  

the President 

By 

Patti 

Austin 

 

Key Note 

Speaker 

Ken  

Jenkins 
By Donna Hoglund  

     Growing up in 

the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains, Ken 

has explored,    written about, led countless 

workshops, as well as recorded in detail the 

beauty of his beloved mountains.  In addition, 

he continues to travel the world photographing      

natural wonders for many assorted clients.  Al-

most 30 years ago, he planned and      organized 

an event called Wilderness Wildlife Week in Pi-

geon Forge, TN.  The free event draws 25,000-

30,000 participants each year.  He presents sev-

eral programs including ñHeaven and Nature 

Singò with talented musicians and his photog-

raphy illustrating the lyrics to inspirational 

songs.   

     Beyond his passion for recording the natural 

world, is his desire to relate the wonders of Cre-

ation to the hand of God and to expand on bibli-

cal principles by illustrating them with photo-

graphs and Scripture.   He has shared his pas-

sion for thirty years in conferences, churches of 

all sizes, and at any venue that is open to a faith-

based view of wonder.  He has taught for Holy 

Land tours multiple times at various places in 

Israel.  He has led the morning teaching on Alas-

ka cruises with Dr. Charles Stanley.  Ken is an  

original member of the ReFresh team 

(producers of faith-based films Fireproof, Cou-

rageous, Facing the Giants, etc.) that has held 

encouragement conferences for church leaders 
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for 17 years from Boston to      Anchorage to Phil-

adelphia and many places in between.  His ap-

proach is creative and fresh though never waver-

ing from an encouraging foundation of Scrip-

ture.  Residing in Gatlinburg, TN with his wife, 

Vicki, Ken operates two galleries and a publish-

ing company in addition to his speaking engage-

ments and leading of tours and workshops. 

 

Chaplain 

Rev. Jenny 

Barnes 
By Donna Hoglund 

 

 

     The Rev. Jenny Barnes has served as the Sen-

ior Pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Fairfield 

Glade, Tennessee since 2010. Prior to serving in 

the Southeastern Synod, Pastor Barnes 

served two congregations in the Florida-

Bahamas Synod. Born in North Carolina, Pastor 

Jenny moved with her family to Sarasota, Flori-

da in 1967 where she spent her middle and high 

school years. 

     Moving to Atlanta, Georgia for college, she 

received a Bachelor of Science in 1978 and a 

Bachelor of Arts in 1987. As a candidate from 

the Southeastern Synod, she holds Master of 

Arts and Master of Divinity degrees from Lu-

theran Theological Southern Seminary. Today 

Pastor Jenny lives in Fairfield Glade with her 

dog Lucy. In addition to her passion for Jesus 

Christ and His church she enjoys hiking and 

backyard birding. 

2007, she began working in surgery where she is 
now the charge nurse for surgery at Kearney Re-
gional Medical Center. Her passion is working 
with surgeons and the operating staff in new 
surgical procedures.  
     Kandy and her husband, Tony, have three 
children and six grandchildren, all of whom live 
nearby. She enjoys spending time with her fami-
ly and friends. She and her husband take an an-
nual ñGrandkidôs Tripò with her grandchildren 
where no parents are allowed. Interests and 
hobbies include photography, cooking, camping, 
gardening, traveling and organizing events with 
friends or family. 

 

Church Wide 

Rep  

Kandy 

Pflaster 
By Patti Austin 

     Kandy Pflaster was elected to the executive 
board of Women of the ELCA in July 2017. She 
serves on the boardôs programs and communica-
tion committee.   
     Previously, Kandy served as president, vice 
president and High Plains board representative 
for the Nebraska Synodical Womenôs Organiza-
tion (4A). As part of her work with the Nebraska 
SWO and the Nebraska Synod Council, Kandy 
traveled to Nebraskaôs companion synods, Ar-
gentina and Tanzania, and served on the Ne-
braska Synod Council rostered disciplinary com-
mittee.  
     Kandy was a voting member for the Nebraska 
synod at the ELCA churchwide assembly in 
2005. She served on the Nebraska Synod Coun-
cil as Women of the ELCA representative, and 
she was a triennial gathering promoter for the 
Tenth Triennial Gathering (2017). 
     Kandy is a resident of Cozad, Nebraska, the 
ñhay capitolò of the state. She has lived in Ne-
braska her entire life and has been a member of 
American Lutheran Church in Cozad for about 
30 years. She served as president of the womenôs 
unit and chair of the pastor call committee. She 
assembled the church member directory and is a 
lector. 
     She recently served eight years as a communi-
ty-elected member of the Cozad Hospital Board 
and Cozad Hospital Foundation.  
     Kandy has a bachelorôs degree in nursing and 
was director of nursing for a skilled nursing fa-
cility for 20-plus years. After a career change in 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To mobilize women to act boldly 

on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
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Banquet Entertainment 

Boogertown Gap  
By Donna Hoglund 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Entertainment at the banquet on Saturday 

night will be Authentic Old-Time Mountain 

Music presented by Boogertown Gap perform-

ers and purveyors of the soulful but pleasurable 

sounds and rhythms of Old-Time Appalachian 

String Music, or "Mountain Music" as some 

folks call it. 

     Boogertown Gap is Ruth Barber and Keith 

Watson, a wife/husband duo and sometimes 

band.  They specialize in the music that was 

played and sung by early pioneers and settlers 

of the Great Smoky Mountains and vicini-

ty.  Ruth and Keith  currently reside in Pittman 

Center, TN, where they perform authentic Old-

Time Mountain and Celtic Music throughout 

East Tennessee and the local "Great Smokies" 

area at a variety of events and functions.  

     They share a love of the nature, culture, and 

history of the Great Smoky Mountains and of 

the  music of their ancestors and descendants 

who lived here and helped shape this mountain 

folk music (Keith's family has been in the 

Smokies for over 200 years).  They get their 

name from a  local community in Sevier County 

where the Watson's settled in the late 1800's or 

early 1900's. 

     Their intention is to provide you enjoyment 

while listening to this Appalachian folk music 

and the folklore and stories that have shaped 

this antique, yet timeless form of music of the 

mountains. 

 

Bible Study 

Leader  

Deacon  

Judy 

Aebischer  
By Donna Hoglund 

Judy has a Master of 

Arts in American 

Literature from the University of Tennessee and 

a  Master of Sacred Theology from Lutheran 

Theological Southern Seminary with special em-

phasis in narrative theology.  She has also com-

pleted the Education for Ministry (EFM) and 

Spiritual Direction Training (Sursum Corda) 

through the Episcopal Church.  She has served 

as Associate in Ministry in the Southeastern 

Synod at congregational and synodical levels for 

15 years.  Her special interests are in adult edu-

cation, community building, spiritual formation, 

and Biblical storytelling. 

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering 

dates are August 23 and 24.  Details 

for Ingathering sites and the 

Church Reporting form can be 

found on pages 10 & 11.  Contact 

site coordinators for further  

information. 

Please remember to bring 

your pop tabs to convention 

so we can distribute them to 

Ronald McDonald Houses 

around our synod. 

Be sure to check them with a 

magnet.  If they stick to the magnet they are 

NOT aluminum and should NOT be included.  
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32nd Annual Convention 

Southeastern Synod Women of the ELC  A             

September 20-22, 2019 

Music Road Resort, Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 

 

Name__________________________________________ Name for badge____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________State ___________Zip ________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________________ Phone _______________________Cluster # _____ 

Congregation __________________________________________City ____________________________State ______ 

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE CATEGORY (Submit ONE FORM for each person registering) 

Voting Member____  Participant ____  Young Woman ____  Exhibitor ____  Spouse ____  Board _____ Guest_____ 

REGISTRATION FEES ï Includes 3 meals and convention expenses (Please circle the amount enclosed)      

Received by Registrar                                                                    7/15/2019                                  8/15/2019                     

Voting Member/ Participant                          $195                          $215 

Young Woman (35 or younger)                                       $100              $120        

Exhibitor for __________________________________        $100              $120 

Spouse (please submit a separate registration form)        $175              $195  

Banquet ONLY                                        $40                           $50     

CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations prior to August 15 will receive a full refund minus a 25% processing fee.  
There will be no refund of registration fees for cancellations received on or after August 15.  

 
Hotel reservations for Music Road Resort can be made by calling 855-790-4646.  See information sheet for rates.  
Breakfast buffet is included.  Rooms will be released starting July 1 and cannot be guaranteed after August 15.  

 
______ I am a first time attendee  

 ______ I need a handicap accessible room 

 ______ I plan to sing in the convention choir 

 ______ I will help with Registration - Thur. evening ____ Fri. am ____  Fri. afternoon ____  Sat. am _____ 

 ______ Please specify any food allergies and health restrictions ___________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to SES WELCA.  If you would like to pay by credit card go to the store on our website  

at www.seswelca.com.  The $15 service charge is already included in the posted fees.  Please send your completed reg-

istration form and a check for the correct amount or a copy of your credit card receipt to our registrar Barbara 

Schwanebeck, 277 Mossy Way NW, Kennesaw, GA 30152. The cutoff date for registration is August 15, 2019.   

If you have any problems or questions, contact Barbara at 770-427-7808 or Barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com. 

http://www.seswelca.com
mailto:Barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com
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By  

Sissy 

Gifford  

In-Kind 

Gathering 

     On May 2nd Patti Austin, Donna Hoglund and 

I visited Smoky Mountain Area Rescue Minis-

tries (SMARM).  We spoke at length with the 

director Dick Wellons on the different ways they 

help the people of Sevier County.   Some of the 

problems their clients have are due to low pay-

ing jobs, sudden illness, high utility bills or de-

linquent rent, lack of transportation or low 

ñseasonalò hours.  They give people a hand up 

not a hand out.   Mr. Wellons said that the first 

thing he asks the people requesting help is 

ñWhat are you doing to help resolve your situa-

tion.ò  They believe everyone should have a plan 

to get back on their feet and be self-supportive.   

     Some of the ways they help is by paying for 

rent and utilities.  They also assist with daily ne-

cessities such as food, clothing and household 

items.  They are a Christian based organization 

that work hard to be good stewards of the re-

sources they are given.  They are demonstrating 

the Love of Christ to the community.   

     Letôs show them our support for their minis-

try by remembering to bring canned food items 

with pull tops that could be eaten warm or cold 

as the situation necessitates and/or gift cards of 

any denomination from Walmart, Kroger, Pub-

lix or Visa prepaid gift cards.  They do not dis-

tribute the cards because they cannot monitor 

what people buy with the card, instead they will 

use the cards to restock their pantry as needed.   

WELCA 2019 Love  
Offering: SES Advocacy   

By Karen Andrews 
 

     As women of the ELCA, we believe that we are 

freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbors. God 

uses our hands, through our direct service work and 

our voices, through our advocacy efforts to restore 

and reconcile our world. The Church does a great 

job serving our neighbors in need; however, 

through advocacy, we can go a step further by ad-

dressing the root causes of hunger and poverty, 

working through political channels to change or im-

plement policy and be a voice for criminal justice 

reform.  

     Advocacy works for change in public policy 

based on the experience of Lutheran ministries, 

programs and projects around the world and in 

communities across the United States. This year the 

2019-2020 love offering will be directed to SES Ad-

vocacy to help support the work in criminal justice 

reform, the fight for stronger human trafficking 

laws, care for Creation, and safety nets for hunger 

and poverty. 

     Please make checks payable to SES WELCA. You 

can bring them to the convention in September or 

send it to our synodical treasurer- Karen Andrews, 

950 Eagles Landing Pkwy, Suite 617, Stockbridge, 

GA. 30281.  Add Love Offering on the for line.  
 

 By Margery Kellar 

The Eleventh Trienni-

al Convention will be 

held in Phoenix, Ari-

zona, July 14-16, 

2020, followed by the 

Gathering July 16-19. 

If you have attended a 

Triennial in the past, 

you will remember the 

gifts of inspiration and 

fellowship attained. If you have not attended a 

Triennial, you will want to begin your journey 

with this one in 2020. Registration will be 

available in September. You may elect to be-

come a voting member where your expenses 

are mostly covered by churchwide. Nomination 

Hot meal volunteers 
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forms are available and must be submitted by 

July 15th to be included in the election at this 

yearôs convention in Pigeon Forge. At every Tri-

ennial, the voting members trade tokens repre-

senting their individual synods. We will have a 

special raffle at this yearôs convention to raise 

money to purchase the tokens for 2020. Patti 

Austin was elected President in 2014 and presid-

ed at the Triennial Convention in Minnesota in 

2017 where Lisa Plorin was elected President 

and will be presiding in Phoenix. Donôt miss this 

opportunity for ñJust Loveò! 

     Katharina von Bora Luther was a practical 
and bold woman of faith. Through Katieôs Fund, 
Women of the ELCA honors her life by support-
ing global connections, leadership development 
and living theology. 
     Women of the ELCA established the Katieôs 
Fund Endowment in 1997 to honor the legacy of 
Katharina von Bora Luther, to raise up bold 
leaders for the womenôs organization and sup-
port bold and creative ministry for generations 
to come. Katieôs Fund is an endowment that sup-
ports ministry in three areas: leadership devel-
opment, global connections, and living theology.  
Leadership Development: providing opportu-
nities for current and future leaders to 
participate in and further the mission of 
Women of the ELCA.  

Global Connections: building global partner-
ships that increase multicultural aware-
ness and promote service.  

Living Theology: nurturing faith through Bi-
ble studies, worship experiences and edu-
cational theological forums. 

     Katieôs Fund is now more than $1 million in 
support of bold and creative ministry for genera-
tions to come. Your gifts to Katieôs Fund, wheth-
er to the endowment or to the current fund, en-
sure the organizationôs continued commitment 
to community, growth and action. These three 
areas are central to the life of Women of the 
ELCA. They represent ministries that prepare, 
nurture and sustain participants as they further 
the mission of Women of the ELCA: mobilizing 
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

By 

Beth 

Drane 

Katieôs Table 

2019 

     At this yearôs convention we will support 
Katieôs Table several ways.  We will sell ñgentlyò 
used purses for $5.00 each.   The emphasis on 
gently used. 
     We will sell items that were left over from 
years past, at greatly reduced prices.  This will be 
your last opportunity to purchase these items.  
Whatever is left over with be taken to Habitat for 
Humanity thrift store in Maryville, TN. 
     The Silent Auction was a big hit last year, so 
we are doing it again.  We are asking for hand-
made items and or basket collections (wine, cof-
fee, hot chocolate, spa day etc). The last bids will 
be accepted until close on Saturday.  The win-
ners will be announced at Saturdayôs banquet.  
The winners will be asked to pick up their items 
before close on Sunday. 
     We will also need volunteers to man the ta-
bles during convention.  If you can help out for a 
İ hour or longer please contact me at tennel-
iz2000@yahoo.com there will also be sign-up 
sheets at the registration table and at Katieôs Table. 

The Nominating Committee is searching 

for ladies who are Women in Action that 

will answer the call to serve on the board 

of Southeastern Synod Women of the 

ELCA. We need ladies with different gifts 

and backgrounds to join us in our mission 

to mobilize women to act boldly on their 

faith in Jesus Christ. At this yearôs conven-

tion we will be electing a vice president, 

secretary, and three board members. 

Please prayerfully consider serving 

our organization in one of these posi-

tions. We will also be electing 4 voting 

members to represent us at the 11th Trienni-

al Convention in Phoenix. 

Nomination forms are available at 

www.seswelca.com and on pages 12 ï

13 of this newsletter. 

mailto:tenneliz2000@yahoo.com
mailto:tenneliz2000@yahoo.com
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Cluster 7 Diaspora Spring Meeting Cluster 8 The King Spring Meeting 
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