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NOVEMBER COUNCIL CORNER 
By Randy Stewart 

 

The carpet looks great, the color goes very 
well with the brick and pews. Gary Dakolios, 
Charlie Pfrommer, John Woods, Gary Mount, 
Eric Johnson & other members worked long 
hours getting the carpet installed. Walk by 
Faith campaign, with a host of 35 volunteers, 
was a success and the capital projects are 
starting. The sound system is nearing com-
pletion and the HVAC will soon be out for 
bid. The kitchen, parking lot and roof are 
being evaluated. These projects have mem-
bers working to shepherd the project through 
their journey. Every month we are informed 
of Walk by Faith progress. The improve-
ments, appearance & maintenance of Faith 
Lutheran Church is key to our mission. We 
are making a more welcoming house of 
worship. The congregation gave time, talent, 
and money to see Walk by Faith succeed. 
 
I have been blessed this year to represent 
the Community Ministry Team on Council. 
A large part of our outreach is centered 
around these ministries: Team Leader, 
Kathy Thompson; Shepherd of Food Pantry, 
Jan Darnell; KARM, Valerie Taylor; Disaster 
Ministry, Gary Dakolios; Human Trafficking, 
Sue Niemeyer; Faith & Justice, Doug Goins; 
RAISE International, Mike Niemeyer; 
Salvation Army Men’s Shelter, Mike Lee 
and Debbie Ragucci. Each ministry has 
either a large supporting team or a small 
team supporting our church mission: 

Love God, Love Others, Serve. 
 
When I reflect on our mission statement, the 
Walk by Faith brick & mortar and outreach in 
Community Ministry, I see members working, 
giving and sharing with other members and 
our community. This is why I am so proud to 
be member of Faith Lutheran Church. 

UPDATE By Lynda Primka 

So much is happening at our church! Many people are 
working hard and being faithful to their pledges. We can 

all be so thankful and grateful for this! Here’s a look at our work: 
 

 The new sound system should be installed very shortly. This allows 
the sound engineer to monitor the sound throughout the sanctuary 
with an iPad, no longer tethered to the console in the back. This new 
capability should make the sound much more comfortable. 

 

 The mechanical engineer consultant for the HVAC system is creat-
ing a plan that will work for our building and be economical. The 
reason we have a consultant is that all the companies we asked for 
estimates gave us wildly varying solutions that were expensive and 
did not agree with each other. 

 

 The roof is having some localized repairs. 
 

 We are gathering estimates for the parking lot. We need to consider 
both the paving and work on the drainage. 

 

 The kitchen remodeling committee has visited a new kitchen at 
another church. They had gotten some free estimates, but these 
were found to be unsatisfactory. So, they have hired a designer 
to plan the remodel and are expecting preliminary plans soon to 
present to the council. Also, we have a new refrigerator. 

 

Each of these steps require time, energy, concentration and commit-
ment. Thank you so much to everyone who has been working on these 
projects. You are giving great gifts to the church. Each of these steps 
also requires money! And there is good news: our Walk By Faith 
pledges have reached $650,691 and donations as of the end of Sep-
tember 2019 are $202,450. Praise God! Good work, everyone! Thanks 
be to God for giving us the means and ability to work together to make 
His house more inviting. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 12:15PM 

Election of Church Leaders   •   2020 Budget 

 

Come join us Sunday, November 24 
for the Greening of the Church, a 
joyous occasion when members of both 
services join together to prepare for the 
season of Advent. We start immediately 
after the 11:11am service and are 

finished within an hour. Come make friends from a different service 
and begin the joyous season of Christmas. 
 

Poinsettias—Our sanctuary will be radiant 
with festive poinsettias during the Christmas 
season! To sponsor these beautiful plants in 
remembrance or honor  of your loved ones, 
place the suggested donation of $13 in a pew 
envelope along with a notation of your 
special person(s). 



SPIRITUALITY 
BOOK GROUP 
Tuesday, November 12 
at our new time, 6:30pm 
 
Meet us in the library for 
rousing discussion as we review The 
Light Between Oceans, a year-long best 
seller by M.L. Stedman led by Doug Bales. 

THE DIFFERENCE 
 

N ovember is the season for thanks giving and thanks living. The Bible 
says to give thanks in all things. That does not mean we need to give 

thanks for everything. 
 
We really don’t need to give thanks for that bad day. Or for that bad 
relationship. Or for being passed over at work. For financial hardship. 
For physical setback. Whatever it is, we are not to give thanks for the 
difficulties . . .rather, give thanks in the difficulties. 
 

T his is an important distinction and one we often miss.  Giving thanks 
in everything shows a heart of faith that God is bigger than our difficul-

ties and that God can use them if we approach God with the right spirit.  
Yes, even our difficulties can be used for our good and God’s glory. 
 

A s people of faith, we claim that pain and suffering are redemptive. 
We also believe we can learn and grow in our difficulties. We under-

stand that our trials bring us closer to all people, especially those who 
suffer.  And that our suffering brings us closer to Christ, who suffered for 
our sake and for the sake of the whole world. 
 
“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.”  (I Thessalonians 5:18, World English Bible.) 
 
As we spend time in prayer and reflection, let us give thanks in all things. 
 

God’s peace, 
 
 
 

Pastor Bob Stelter 

 
 
 

Sundays, 10:15-11am, library. 
 

This 2-year course is led by Pastor Bob, 
Will Dickinson, Carrie Parrott, Aynsleigh 
Martin and Caroline Keenan. All 8th and 
9th graders are encouraged to participate. 
 

11/3 Apostles’ Creed, 1st Article 
11/10 Apostles’ Creed, 2nd Article,  
  Part 1 
11/17 Apostles’ Creed, 2nd Article,  
  Part 2 
11/24 Apostles’ Creed, 2nd Article,  
  Part 3 

Class of 2019-2021 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE:   ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
John Woods continues The Story of the 
Bible by Timothy Johnson, professor 
at Emory University’s Chandler School 
of Theology. Don’t miss a single week of 
this interesting class! 
11/3 Old Latin & the Vulgate 
11/10 Other Ancient Versions 
11/17 Monasteries & Manuscripts 
11/24 Interpretation within Judaism 
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SPECIAL WORSHIP EMPHASIS 
November 3—All Saints Day We 
remember the saints who have entered the 
Church Eternal on this day with the Toll 
of Remembrance at each worship service. 
We remember that we are all saints, as 
God makes saints out of sinners. Note, 
this is the Sunday that Daylight Savings 
Time ends. Set your clock back an hour or 
you’ll be very early for church! 
 

November, 10—Martin Luther’s 
Birthday! We’ll host the baptism of 
Lucas Case at 9am and welcome new 
members at both services. 
 

November 24—Christ the King 
Sunday, the last Sunday of the Church 
Year. On this festival day, we remember 
that Christ is Sovereign, Lord and King of 
heaven and earth. (Advent begins the next 
Sunday, December 1!) 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons. 

WELCOME BACK, CLEVELAND 
We want to welcome back Cleve-
land Hart from his three months trip 
to Canada. Cleveland was away on 
the Overseas Farm-Work Program. 
He will resume his position as Farm 
Manager at RAISE Jamaica. 
 

THE RAIN IS WITH US! 
Farm Production was severely im-
pacted over the past months due to 
the severe drought condition expe-
rienced across Jamaica. I am hap-
py to report, we have had rain over 
the past weeks.  With the rain the 
farmers are now replanting plan-
tains, planting corn and sorrel with 
the hope of a good harvest in Janu-
ary-February. They are also plant-
ing pumpkin and peppers for short 
term harvest.  
 

The other farmers (Freeman, 
Cooper, Wigg and Anthony) are 
now clearing and preparing their 
lands to start planting up their field. 
Overall there are many activities on 
the RAISE property as the farmers 
enjoy the current rainy conditions. 
 

GRATITUDE 
The farm managers would like to 
express thanks to the wider RAISE 
International Family for joining in 
praying for rain. They are asking 
that we continue to pray for that the 
project will experience a productive 
end to 2019 and a great 2020 year.  
 

2020 MISSION TRIP UPDATE 
We still have space for 3 more to 
join us June 13-20. Contact Mike 
Niemeyer 865-399-2132 or email 
mike.three@hotmail.com. 

UPDATE — DOWN ON THE FARM 
by Mike Niemeyer 



FROM THE HEART:. 
WHAT IS SACRED? by Nancy Reed 
 

Secular society has come to have disdain 
for the idea of the sacred, especially when 
associated with religion. (However, sacred 
is something we are able to encounter eve-
ry day.) To hold something sacred means 
having something valued enough to let it 
change you. A space or place becomes 
sacred because a person in the midst of 
such a" Holy revelation" will allow it to 
change and touch them spiritually. 
 
The sacredness or reverence of something 
comes from a revelation prompted by Our 
Creator, because in that moment He invites 
us to dwell with Him in blessed communion. 
The awesome beauty of our Father’s crea-
tion surrounds us every day and illuminates 
our Creator’s handiwork. (Once we regard 
something as sacred, it can no longer be 
taken for granted.) 
 
How are we living? Do we relate to life 
and all that surrounds us as something 
we can use for whatever goal we wish to 
accomplish? Do we see creation as a 
"sacramental reality," a place where God 
reveals to us the beauty of the Divine?  As 
long as we "USE" creation then we cannot 
recognize its sacredness because we are 
approaching it as if we are its owner. When 
we relate to all that surrounds us as created 
by the same God who created us and a 
place where God reveals Himself to us, 
then we are able to recognize the sacred 
quality of all His handiwork. 
 
Henri Nouwen wrote: "by creating a sacred 
space you reserve a part of yourself and 
prevent your life from completely being 
filled up occupied or pre-occupied. The 
goal of spiritual direction is spiritual for-
mation, the ever increasing capacity to live 
a spiritual life from the heart. On the other 
hand, self-rejection is the greatest enemy 
of the spiritual life because it contradicts 
the sacred voice that calls us ‘Beloved,’ 
being the Beloved expresses the truth of 
our existence." 
 
I believe Charles Spurgeon said it best: 
"To a man who lives unto God nothing is 
secular, everything is sacred. His meal is 
a sacrament, at work he exercises priest-
hood, at night he sleeps in the bosom of 
God and lives and moves in the Divine 
Presence by living unto Him, then the 
sacred has absorbed the secular."    
   --Shalom 

 
 

Cookie Walk Planning Meeting 
Sunday, November 3 & 17, 10:15am 

 

———- 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open Mondays, November 4, 3-5pm & November 18, 6pm 

Training Tuesday, November 12, 1:30pm 
 

———- 
 

Property Team 
Monday, November 18, 6:30pm 

 

———- 
 

Homeless Ministry: Salvation Army 
Tuesday, November 19, 5:30pm 

November marks our 6th anniversary at the Salvation Army Shelter. 
We need crew socks & large & extra large men’s boxer briefs. 

Donation bins are located at both entrances. 
 

———- 
 

Congregational Council 
Tuesday, November 19 

Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 
 

———- 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
Wednesday, November 20, 10am 

Christmas Party—December 18, 11am at Seasons 
 

———- 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, November 21, 9am. 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 

———- 
 

Greening of the Church 
Sunday, November 24, 12:15pm 

 

———- 
 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, November 30, noon 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
NEW! Ladies Small Group, 12:15 at First Watch on Lovell Road 

Call or text Lynda Primka a 865-742-2727 to let us know you’re coming. 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm, led by John Woods. 

 

———- 
 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Disaster Ministry 
Have your smoke detectors checked by our trained team members. 

Call the church office, 966-9626; leave your contact information 
and schedule a visit. 

 

———- 
 

CCAHT Human Trafficking 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 or suziethree@hotmail.com. 
 

———- 
 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

 

———- 
 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or mike.3@hotmail.com. 

Mark your calendar:  Jamaica Mission Trip June 13-20, 2020. 
 

———- 
 

Community Ministries Teams 
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry, Human Trafficking, KARM, 

Homeless Ministry-Salvation Army, RAISE Jamaica. 

OUTREACH 

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 
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YEAR END PLANNING 
It is hard to believe that 2019 is fast approaching. Tuesday, 
December 31, noon is the last day to make a tax 
deductible contribution for 2019. Now is a good time to 
look at planning your 2019 year end strategy. If you are 
considering one of the options below, allow enough time for 
your broker to record your transaction by the year end 
deadline. Contact Mary in the church office if you need 
additional information. 

 

 Contribute with stock transfers? Information is available for 
your broker to complete transactions prior to the end of 
next year. 

 

 Required Minimum Distributions Persons  eligible to take a 
required minimum distribution (RMD) from your retirement 
plan, can make a charitable distribution to Faith Lutheran 
Church. Contact your trustee or custodian for details on 
transferring funds. 

NEWS FROM THE FAMILY OF FAITH 
 

. . . RORY SMITH is featured in the murder 
mystery comedy “Clue” at Hardin Valley  
Academy from Thursday through Sunday, 
November 14-17 . . . 

HELP SEND A LOCAL CHILD TO CAMP 
 

Enjoy an evening of fine dining and music on December 10 at Messiah Lutheran 
Church. The evening includes delectable food and fine wine, music provided by 

the Sam Adams Trio, an inspirational message from Karen Weekly, University of Tennessee Women’s Softball 
Coach, as well as a spirited auction. 
 
Tickets are $30. All proceeds will be used to send children to camp. Contact Taylor Patterson, 641-590-0720 
for tickets or make a donation to gofundme.com/come-to-the-water-2019. 

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS 
by Melissa Horning 
 

Don’t miss a single one of these important and 
fun youth events for November and December: 
 

Sunday, November 10, 12:15 - 2:30pm 
Salvation Army Blankets Youth will gather in the Youth 
Room to make blankets for the Salvation Army Men’s 
Shelter. 
 

Saturday, November 30, 1pm – 4pm 
Cookie Baking Youth will gather in the Faith Lutheran 
Kitchen to cut out and bake sugar cookies that will be iced 
the next day for during Sunday School to be sold at the 
Cookie Walk the following Saturday. 
 

Friday, December 6, 5pm- 9pm  
Cookie Walk Set-Up and Movie Night Youth will assist  
in setting up for the Cookie Walk and then we will eat pizza, 
hang out, and watch a movie afterwards. 
 

Saturday, December 7, 8am - 12:30pm 
Cookie Walk Drink Sales Youth will sell hot chocolate 
and coffee to patrons at the Cookie Walk. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
by Jan Darnell, 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 

Open: November 4, 3-5pm & 
November 18, 3-7pm 

Training: Tuesday November 12, 1:30pm 

November is known as the month of Thanksgiving. 
 
I want to share what happened this week and how 
God has been in the life of a pantry guest. Tammy 
has been coming to the pantry for over 2 years. She 
was in a car accident (not her fault, the other car ran 
the red light) that demolished her car and left her in 
the hospital for weeks with broken bones and internal 
injuries. She didn’t have family to help her. Tammy 
couldn’t work and returned to the hospital several 
times for surgery to repair her injuries over those 2 
years. She was depressed and angry at the world. 
There were bills and not enough money to pay them. 
She came to the pantry for food to help her get by. 
 

I saw Tammy this week. She handed me an enve-
lope. There was a huge smile on her face, as she 
said “I’m paying this forward for someone else. They 
have finally settled my insurance claim, and this is a 
donation to the pantry. You all were there for me, 
with a smile, a hug, encouragement and food through 
those dark days. This was a place I felt God’s love. 
God bless you all for what you do.” It is a day like 
this that I am thankful that God has given me an 
opportunity to be a small part of one of His plans. 
 

Items for Holiday Baskets: 

Donations for Meat • Can Cranberries 

Bisquick 40oz. • Coffee 1-2lb. • Tea 48 bags 

Large box Jello • Canned Vegetables 15oz. 
Fruit Cocktail 15oz. 

Bagged 7-Bean Dry Mix (for soup) 1-2lb. 
 

The pantry is looking for a few pick-up truck drivers 
to help with orders. There is no training for this. It usu-
ally takes 1 – 1½ hours in the morning. Contact Jan at 
shephopepantry@gmail.com if you can help. Thanks! 
 
Fleet Feet is hosting fundraising runs in Farragut 
that benefit our pantry. The Veterans Day Run is on 
Saturday, November 9 and the Hot to Trot Run is 
on Thanksgiving Day. Check out the Fleet Feet web 
page for details. 
 

Thank you for your continued donations 
to the pantry. 

mailto:shephopepantry@gmail.com


BIRTHDAYS 
  1 Diane Lee 
  2 Travis Dean 
 Debby Palatinus 
  3 Robert Clark 
S Sarah Schaefer 
 Matthew Steele 
  4 Rosemarie Greenman 
  5 Hana Rothenberg 
  6 Dee Bumpers 
 James Dickinson 
 Hannah Echols 
 Jesse Enderson 
  7 Aileen O’Kada 
  8 Mary Beth Hawk 
 Debbie Pinchok 
  9 Sarah Wright 
10 Elizabeth Gomez 
12 Earl Kripas 
 Lisa Moore 
13 Gerry LeFevre 
 Kian O’Kada 
 Kianna O’Kada 

 
15 Anna Delahunt 
 Katy Delahunt 
16 Debra Miller 
 Peter Schaefer 
17 Linda Beyer 
 Kennedy Holley 
18 Nick Gary 
19 Davis Frost 
 Eva Patterson 
20 Kris Gompert 
 Brad Nelson 
22 Brian Saylor 
23 Will Dickinson 
 Jamie Pettet 
24 Jane Livingston 
25 Blaine Enderson 
 Ron Fife 
27 Owen Blake 
 Betsy Case 
 Chris Spiller 
30 Jim Nicolosi 
 

BAPTISMS 
  1 Carol Sass 
 Dawn Willis 
  3 Paula Morris 
 Sarah Schaefer 
  6 Rosemarie Greenman 
10 Lucas Case 
11 Lilly Cogburn 
 Laura Sproat 
12 Katie Stewart-Bektas 
14 Sandy Larson 
15 Mary Bales 
17 Danny Willis 
25 Nursel Bektas 
 Jett Lang 
 Peyton Sandidge 

NOVEMBER FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

11/3   Vicki Adams 
11/10 The Gray family 
11/17 —available— 
11/24 —available— 

FROM OUR 
MAILBOX 

Make facebook.com/
FaithLutheranKnoxville 

your homepage. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
  3 Jenny & Jason Oberhaus, 18 
  5 Elizabeth & Ed Gomez, 31 
14 Elizabeth & Jonathan Weaver, 10 
17 Linda & Gaylon Swenson, 40 
18 Kim & Brad Blackwell, 14 
26 Donna & Kevin Connors, 37 
27 Linda & John Shoemaker, 26 
30 Kim & Bob Morris, 28 

. . . From Gene & Barbara Bird . . . We 
want to thank everyone who was kind 
enough to provide meals for us as Barbara 
continues to recover from her stroke. We 
are so thankful and blessed to have such 
thoughtful and generous friends in our fami-
ly at Faith. Barbara said she really appreci-
ated someone else (other than me!) prepar-
ing meals. We have some great cooks in 
our congregation and all of the meals were 
wonderful. Thank you again from the bottom 
of our heart, it really meant a lot to us. 

 

Have a November date not featured here? 
Contact Mary Boring, 

966-9626 to have your special day added 
to our church records. 

Sunday, 
November 3 

17TH ANNUAL COOKIE WALK 
& CRAFT FAIR 
 

On Saturday, December 7, join us for our annual event! 
Choose from thousands of delicious handmade cookies and 
browse through the maze of crafters for unique gifts. 
 
We need bakers & volunteers to make this a successful 
event! Our goal this year is to sell your delicious creations to 
benefit our Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry. Last year, we sold 
out in record time! The more cookies we have, the more we sell. 
Each batch of 6 dozen cookies earns one ticket for a chance to 
win a gift card. 
 
Let us know you can bake or help! Just fill out the enclosed 
baker/volunteer form and return it to the narthex display. 
 
An event to keep the baking spirit alive—Kids & adults of all 
ages—come join in the festivities on Saturday, November 23, 
10am to put finishing touches on dozens of your blank holi-
day cookies with sparkling sugar crystals, chocolate drizzle, 
frosting, sprinkles and more. No experience needed! 
 
Our next planning meetings are on Sunday, Sunday, November 3 
& 17 10:15am in The Cup. Everyone is welcome. Contact Jane 
Dakolios at 915-478-3638. 
 

Cookie Walk Crafters: Spaces are still available. Reg-
istration forms are available at the narthex display and 
online at www.faithloves.org (scroll to the Cookie Walk 
on the home page). Your space is reserved when your 
form and payment are received. 
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STAFF 
MEMBERS 

 

The Rev. Dr. Robert 
Stelter 
Pastor 

pastorbob@faithloves.org 
 

Mich Walters 
Choirmaster/Organist 

 
Allison (Ally) Cosby 

Director of Contemporary 
Worship Band 

 
Mary Boring 

Office Manager 
mary@faithloves.org 

 
Phylis Garrison 

Publications 
 

Tiffany Crutchfield 
Nursery Care Giver 

 
Barbara Birkholz 
Finance Secretary 

 
Mildred Fenske 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
nell@knology.net 

 
Stephen Zell 

Audio/Visual Tech 

 

2019 COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

 

Doug Goins 
President 

 

Deb Miller 
Vice President 

 

Laura Beardsley 
Secretary 

 

Tim Stone 
Treasurer 

 

George Herbold 
 

Mike Niemeyer 
 

Andrew Parrott 
 

Randy Stewart 

Grant that I may not pray alone with the mouth; 
help me that I may pray from the depths of my heart… 

Martin Luther 

Betty Fritz 
Ruth Motz 

 

Paula Allen 
Jaqueline Bedwell 

Robert K. Blackburn 
Stan Braily 
Kitty Bruce 

Raymond Buch 
Emmajane Chumley 

Carol Crain 
Maurice Crain 

Dick Davis 
Ronald Dean 

Christine Dexter 
Patrick Elliot 
Ken Flowers 

Wilma Gallegher 
Kay Gary-Fink 

James Gillenwater 
Craig Gobel 

Gretchen Griffin 
Curt Gross 
Joe Hansen 

George Herbold, Jr. 
Debbie Kasibo 

 

Toivo Rist 
Jodi Stehmeyer 
Jay Van Deusen 

Mary Katherine Lynne 
Avis Majkrzak 
Pernia Martin 

Linda McCarter 
Mike McCloud 

Alexandra “Sasha” McElveen 
Bruno Morelli 
Dottie Norris 
Carol Oen 

Dottie Okon 
Steve Palermo 

Robert Pettorsson 
John Pressly 
Frank Reich 

Reneé Thomas  
Lori Thompson 
Helen Travis 
Joe Veccio 

Harry Vincent 
Kenneth Paul Vincent, Sr. 

Will Winchester 
Gaynell Wright  

Henry Lee Yarnell 

REMEMBERED ON ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
Members 

Family & Friends 


