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WORSHIP & SPECIAL EVENTS 
FOR ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 

 
Wednesdays in Advent 

Prayer & Bible Study with Pastor Stelter 
December 4, 11 and 18, 6:30pm 

in the library 
 
17th Annual Cookie Walk & Crafts Fair 

Saturday, December 7 
 

Sunday Worship in Advent 
Includes unique liturgical changes for 
the season. In the traditional service, 

we will use Setting Four from Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship as a new liturgy. This 
change symbolizes that we are in a new 
church year. (We will return to Setting 
One during the Sundays of Easter.) In 
the contemporary service, look for a 

new call to worship and creed. Sermons 
address the importance of getting ready 

for Christ’s arrival. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Sundays, December 1, 8, 15 & 22 

 
Sunday School Presentation 
December 15 during worship 
at the contemporary service. 

The children will share 
the meaning of Christmas. 

 
Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Tuesday, December 24 
Contemporary Worship at 5pm 

Traditional Worship at 7pm 
 

Getting to Know You Sessions 
Sundays, December 22 & 29, 10:15am 

in the library. 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 
December 29, both Services 

Lots of Christmas music 
and a sermon that explains 

how to keep the 
excitement of Christmas 

all year round! 

UPDATE By Lynda Primka 

Thanks so much to everyone who continues to work 
on the Walk by Faith projects and to everyone who 

supports the Walk by Faith projects! Together we are making Faith 
Lutheran Church more welcoming and inviting.  This will help us 
invite people to join us in worship and faith. 
 

You may have noticed the new sound system in the sanctuary! 
The sound system is almost complete. We are still working on in-ear 
monitors for the band, overhead microphones for the choir and 
hearing assist headphones.  
 

Five quotes for the HVAC system and controls The Cup and the 
classrooms have been submitted. We have met with one contractor 
and another contractor meeting is planned. One quote was rejected. 
 

For the kitchen, a designer has submitted a plan and Council is 
considering the next steps. The columbarium committee is in the 
early stages of planning and did a survey at the congregational meet-
ing to help understand what the congregation would like. They have 
also visited some columbaria and spoken with Larry Click of Click 
Funeral home. 
 

As of early November, $710,000 has been pledged and $215,257 
has been given already. Very good work, everyone! This is a three 
year campaign, and we are starting well. 

17TH ANNUAL COOKIE WALK 
& CRAFT FAIR 

 

Craft sales start at 8:30am  Cookie Walk begins at 9am 
• Handcrafted Gift Items! • Thousands of Homemade Holiday Cookies! 

 
Plan to join us for the Cookie Walk and Craft Fair! Choose your own 
box of cookies from thousands of delicious handmade cookies. 
Come early for the best selection. Shop our Craft Fair for some fun 
Christmas shopping. The narthex and The Cup will be filled with 
crafters selling handmade treasures. 100% of the proceeds from the 
Cookie Walk will benefit our Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry. 
 
Bakers:  We are so thankful for you! Please bring your cookies  
to the church Friday, December 6, anytime between 8am and 6pm. 
For each 6 dozen you bring, your name is entered into a drawing for 
chance to win a $50 Gift Card! 
 
Volunteers:  We are so thankful for you as well! Our Cookie 
Walk is a great time to connect with old friends and make some new 
ones. If you are working Friday, we will start arranging the cookies 
on the trays about 5pm, so please join us as soon as you are availa-
ble. On Saturday, please arrive by 8am (or 7am if you know you are 
working parking.) 



PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TO ALL 
 

I n Celtic spirituality, there is much talk about the “thin place.” 
The nature-loving Scottish Celts taught that a thin place is a 

space where heaven and earth come very close. The beauty of 
a hilltop at sunrise. The ruggedness of a boulder-strewn beach. 
But they also speak of connections made between the physical 
and the spiritual. The seasons of Advent and Christmas can be 
thin places for us. 
 
It is the season of angels bending near, touching the earth to 
bring God’s good news: 
It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, To touch their harps of gold. 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, From heaven’s all gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, To hear the angels sing. 

 

T his sweet little carol, “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear,” is an 
American carol. The text was written by Edmund Hamilton 

Sears, published in  Massachusetts in 1849. The tune was 
published a year later, written by Richard Storrs Willis, also 
American. 
 
Like most hymns, the carol reflects the time which it was written. 
The angels singing to the shepherds is from the Gospel of Luke, 
the second chapter. Under Sear’s pen, it became a message of 
peace and hope to his contemporary setting, a time when the 
Mexican-American war was concluding and our nation was deep-
ly divided over racism and slavery. 
 

E dmund Hamilton Sears felt his world needed a “thin space,” 
where the angelic song of peace could have some effect. He 

composed just ten years prior to the Civil War, the deadliest, 
bloodiest battle our nation ever fought. Loud voices were saying 
conflicting things; the nation was divided and there was much 
polarizing political rhetoric and extreme racism. This division 
threatened to sever our nation. 
 
Sears wrote this particular verse of his carol to say that the an-
cient words of God’s messengers (and of God’s peace) should 
not be lost in the escalation. This verse is often omitted in mod-
ern hymnals, including our own: 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife, The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with men, hears not The love song which they bring; 
Oh hush the noise, you men of strife, And hear the angels sing! 

 

T he angels, God’s messengers, still have a song to sing. It is 
no different from their song on that first Christmas Eve, their 

great ancient Christmas call to peace.  “Peace on earth, good will 
to all” was the right message to sing on a night when a baby was 
laid on a bed of straw because the world was weary of being 
dominated by a cruel empire. 
 
And it was the right message to sing in 1849, as we were but 
a few years away from a war against ourselves, a war about 
justice and race, fear and freedom. And it is the right message 
for these times. 

God’s peace, 
 
 
Pastor Bob Stelter 

Class of 2019-2021 

 
 

Sundays, 10:15-11am, library 
This 2-year course is led by Pastor Bob, Carrie 
Parrott, Aynsleigh Martin, Caroline Keenan, Will 
Dickinson, All 8th & 9th graders are encouraged 
to participate. 
 

12/1 Apostles’ Creed, 3rd Article 
12/8 Lord’s Prayer, Introduction 
12/15 Lord’s Prayer, 1st Petition 
12/22 & 29 Christmas Break, No Class 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE:   
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Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons. 

THE STAINED GLASS 
WINDOW by Mildred Fenske 
 

As a number of you know, my hus-
band, Joe Yarnell, and I both had 

very humble beginnings. However, throughout our 
lives, both of us were truly blessed; we were 
“Blessed to be a Blessing.” I hope that the window 
of Luther’s seal will be a blessing not only to all of 
you now at Faith Lutheran Church, but subsequent 
generations as well. 
 

Luther’s seal, his coat of arms, was designed by 
Luther while he was teaching at Wittenberg. The 
Black Cross stands for faith in Christ crucified; the 
Red Heart, for faith in the Savior; the White Rose to 
show that faith causes joy, consolation and peace; 
the Blue Sky denotes that the joy of faith in the 
spirit is the beginning of heavenly joy to come; and, 
the Golden Ring surrounding it signifies that such 
bliss in heaven is endless. The Wheat and Grapes 
indicate the importance of the sacrament of Holy 
Communion. Scripture Alone, Grace Alone, Faith 
Alone are the essence of Lutheran Theology. 
 

My rationale for choosing to remember Joe by 
giving the window is because the window is far 
more than just an ornament to make the church 
look nice and colorful. It, like the church itself, is 
an opportunity of evangelistic outreach and for 
drawing people into a deeply personal and spiritual 
relationship with Christ. 
 

The light coming through the stained glass has a 
dazzling effect. During the day, light streaming 
through the window creates lovely patterns where 
it falls in the sanctuary. This helps create an atmos-
phere to facilitate an environment to meditate. The 
light changes throughout the day and the patterns 
are altered creating an ever changing atmosphere. 
At night, light radiating out the window into the 
community will provide an alluring image, welcom-
ing people to come inside. 
 

I would first like to thank the Lord for blessing me 
in so many ways, but at this time, especially for 
my ability to donate the window; Steve Dean for 
“shepherding” the process of installation; the masons 
from WASCO for creating the opening and tackling 
some unforeseen issues; Ben Parham and the 
other artists for their God-given abilities to design 
the window; and you, the members of the congre-
gation, for being saints on earth and tolerating the 
messiness of the installation. 



FROM THE HEART   by Nancy Reed 
 

What has happened to the desire of discovering the scrip-

tural and the historical truths of our Christian faith? In our 

modern day society the idea of the ultimate truth of the 

teachings of Christ, and the belief that His teachings still 

have great relevance for our lives (for many) is about as 

extinct as the dinosaur, or is treated as out of date. But truth 

is a very powerful thing and it brings us life, builds our faith 

and is available to anyone who seeks it. (The question is 

are we seeking?) Matthew 7:7" Knock and it will be open to 

you seek and you will find "is His promise to each of us. 
 

For us to be effective Christians we must have verifiable 

knowledge of historical and scriptural truths. It is not 

enough to say something is true we must be prepared to 

give reasons for our convictions and we also should be 

living our convictions. (Christianity is a lifestyle not just an-

other religion) The Greek word for truth is ‘aletheia’ which 

means to un-hide or hiding nothing. (It conveys the belief 

that truth is always there to be un-covered). The Hebrew 

word for truth is ‘emeth’, which also means constancy and 

duration. (This definition implies something that can be re-

lied upon.) The only barrier to truth and the growing of our 

faith is choosing to live by our emotions and feelings. Some 

Choose to live on the basis of what they hear, see, touch, 

taste and smell the five fallible physical senses known as 

living by sight. But Christians, I believe, are called to live by 

this: truth + trust + hope = faith allowing each of us to have 

our own encounter with our Creator. 
 

Followers of Christ have the responsibility to nurture spiritu-

al development. Our Pastor and church family are there to 

encourage and inspire us; but ultimately our desire for the 

knowledge and roots of our Christian belief system should 

be our journey. Jeremiah 29-13 reads "And when you seek 

me with all your heart, you will find me says the Lord" 
 

Meditating on the Yeshua's teachings will allow the truth of 

God’s word to move from head to heart. Dwelling upon the 

truth of His teachings allows them to become part of our 

being while elevating and guiding us. The person whose 

lifestyle is based on Christian truth and who perseveres 

with Yeshuas teachings will grow spiritually. The person 

who ignores His truth and feel His teachings are unworka-

ble is throwing away the very thing they want which is free-

dom and the core of all positive freedom is truth. 
 

1 John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or 

speech but with actions and" truth". 1 Kings 17:24 Now I 

know that you are a man of God and that the word of the 

Lord from your mouth is the" truth". John 4:24 God is spirit 

and His followers must worship Him in spirit and in" truth" 
 

C.S. Lewis put it this way:" We must not abandon the abso-

lute truth of Christianity, not because we are making it but 

because it is making us. It is fundamentally who we are and 

by it we have our being." Peter Marshall wrote:" Give to us 

clear vision so that we may know what to stand for because 

unless we stand for something we shall fall for anything". 
 

Psalm 100:5 "For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting; 

and His truth endures from generation to generation.". 

Aquinas "Human salvation demands the divine disclosure 

of truth". Abraham J. Heschel said: "Faith is not the clinging 

to a shrine but an endless pilgrimage of the heart.”  Shalom 

 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Mondays, December 2, 3-5pm & December 16, 3-7pm 

 

———- 
 

Cookie Walk & Craft Fair 
Saturday, December 7, 8:30am 

 

———- 
 

Homeless Ministry: Salvation Army 
Tuesday, December 10, 5:30pm 

We need crew socks & large & extra large men’s boxer briefs. 
Donation bins are located at both entrances 

 

———- 
 

Property Team 
Monday, December 16, 6:30pm 

 

———- 
 

Congregational Council 
Tuesday, December 17 

Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 
 

———- 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 18, 11am at Seasons 

 

———- 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, December 19, 9am. 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Ladies Small Group, 11:45am at First Watch on Lovell Road 

Call or text Lynda Primka a 865-742-2727 to confirm. 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm, led by John Woods. 

 

———- 
 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 
 
 
 

Disaster Ministry 
Trained team members will check your smoke detectors. Call 

the church, 966-9626; leave your information to schedule a visit. 
 

———- 
 

CCAHT Human Trafficking 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 or suzi-
ethree@hotmail.com. 

 

———- 
 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

 

———- 
 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or mike.3@hotmail.com. 

Mark your calendar: Jamaica Mission Trip June 13-20, 2020. 
 

———- 
 

Community Ministries Teams 
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry, Human Trafficking, KARM, 

Homeless Ministry-Salvation Army, RAISE Jamaica. 

OUTREACH 

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
John Woods leads The Story of the Bible by Timothy Johnson, 
professor at Emory University’s Chandler School of Theology. 
Don’t miss a single week of this interesting class! 

12/1 Interpretation in Medieval Christianity 
12/8 The Renaissance, Printing and the Bible 
12/15 The Protestant Reformation and the Bible 
12/22 Translating the Bible into Modern Languages 
12/29 The First Efforts at “Englishing” the Bible 
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NEWS FROM THE 
FAMILY OF FAITH 
 

. . . KARLI RIST graduates 
December 13 from the 

University of Tennessee with a degree 
in Hotel and Tourism Management and 
a minor in Business Administration . . . 
KATIE LEHNER, PEYTON SANDIDGE 
and MADISON SANDIDGE are dancing 
in musical productions of The Nutcracker 
this month . . . 

HELP SEND A LOCAL 
CHILD TO CAMP 

Fundraising Dinner December 10 at Messiah Lutheran 
Church. The evening includes a delicious meal, music by the 
Sam Adams Trio, a message from Karen Weekly, University 
of Tennessee Women’s Softball Coach, and a spirited auction. 
Tickets are $30 each and proceeds will be send children to 
camp. Contact Taylor Patterson, 641-590-0720 for tickets or 
make a donation to gofundme.com/come-to-the-water-2019. 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
Sundays, December 1 & 8 
 

A new photo directory of members 
of our congregation is in the works! 
December is the final opportunity 
to have your picture made on a 
Sunday morning at Faith Lutheran 
Church. 
 

Larry Koran has graciously donated his skills and time 
with the directory. He will be available in the Cry Room on 
Sundays, December 1 and 8 at both services and during 
the fellowship time between services. Simply go to the Cry 
Room for your photos. 
 

If you are unable to attend a photo session but want to be 
included in the directory, send or bring a photo to the church 
by January 1. 
 

Directories will be edited and printed in January. They will be 
available to the congregation at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting on February 16. 

YOUTH EVENTS 
by Melissa Horning 
 

Friday, December 6, 5pm- 9pm  
Cookie Walk Set-Up and Movie Night 
Youth will assist in setting up for the Cook-
ie Walk and then we will eat pizza, hang 
out, and watch a movie afterwards. 
 

Saturday, December 7, 8am - 12:30pm 
Cookie Walk Drink Sales Youth will sell 
hot chocolate and coffee to patrons at the 
Cookie Walk. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
by Jan Darnell, 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 

Open: Mondays, December 2, 3-5pm 
& December 16, 3-7pm 

Items for Holiday Baskets: 

• Canned Cranberries (whole or jellied) 

• Green Beans & Corn--15oz cans 

•Fruit Cocktail-15oz can 

• Large Box Gelatin • Coffee & Tea 

• Donations for Hams 
 

Thank you for all the donations in November. We fed 
155 families on the 2 Mondays we were open and 
gave out 77 Thanksgiving Baskets. The baskets went 
to families in our local schools. God has blessed us 
to serve so many of our neighbors. Thank you to all 
the volunteers who make this happen every month. 

 

Advent is our time of waiting for Jesus’ birth. Mary 
and Joseph struggled on the long trip to Jerusalem, 
only to find there was no room at the inn. They didn’t 
plan for that to happen. The innkeeper allowed them 
to stay in the stable, where Jesus was born and laid 
in the manger. The scripture was fulfilled. God had 
planned this. The innkeeper was the neighbor or 
helping hand that Mary and Joseph needed. 

 

The people who come to the pantry don’t expect to 
be there either.  We are their neighbor and helping 
hand. God has planned for us to be there too. 

 

A silent night, a star above, 
a blessed gift of hope and love. 

Merry Christmas to you all. 
 

Thank you for your support of the pantry. 

Mary 
Mich 

A  
has been born to you; 
he is Christ 

Savior 

THE Lord! 
Luke 2:11 



 

SPIRITUALITY BOOK GROUP 
Tuesday, December 3 at our new time, 

6:30pm 
 
Meet us in the library for rousing discussion as 
we learn How to Relax, by Thich Nhat Hanh led 
by Lynda Primka, a perfect read for this season! 

 
Coming January 14— 
The Memory of Old Jack by 
Wendell Berry, presented 
by Pastor Bob. 
 
On February 11,we’ll review the 
fascinating tale of Reformation 
times: When Lightning Struck! 
The Story of Martin Luther 
by Danika Cooley led Mike 
Niemeyer. 

 
March 10, Donna Deichert will present Blue Like Jazz by 
Donald Miller, a refreshing monologue about a quest to know God. 

BIRTHDAYS 
12/1 Christina Landau 
12/2 Maret Hebert 
  Allen Pannell 
12/3 Crystal Holmes 
  Doug Sandidge 
12/5 Erik Draper 
  Deb Morris 
12/6 Caiya Titsworth 
12/7 MacKaye Moore 
  Andrea Myers 
  Charlie Pfrommer 
12/9 Scot Kinney 
12/10 Elliana Spangler 
12/13 Larry Benorden 
12/14 Lisa Stelter 
12/15 Mason Sandidge 
  Kathy Westbrook 
12/17 Bea Schultz 
  Nicole Yount 
12/19 Brandon Wright 
12/20 Kole Matherly 
12/21 Amanda Mitchell 
  Michael Sproat 
12/22 Rachel Bell 
  Eric Madson 
  Isaac Taylor 
 

12/23 Alan Berdal 
  Carrie Parrott 
12/27 Myra Rothenberg 
12/28 Dave Birkholz 
  Yvette Edwards 
  Ken Savitz 
12/29 Andrew Rothenberg 
12/30 Trish Holley 
12/31 Jeff  Zager 
 
BAPTISMS 
12/1 Laura Beardsley 
  Mary Beth Blake 
  Zach Enderson 
  Roy Fenstermaker 
  Michael Lee 
  Foster Loyacano 
  Robin Madson 
  Bob Moore 
  Rick Parsons 
  Joan Pfrommer 
  Alice Pigott 
  Joe Pigott 
  Adam Rondinone 
  Anna Sass 
  Linda Shaver 
  Tim Stone 
 

12/2 Arlene Aring 
  Sofia Martorell 
12/4 Kathy Wise 
12/8 Sarah Green 
12/9 Sam Thompson 
12/10 Dee Bumpers 
  Debbie Pinchok 
12/11 Terry Runger 
12/13 Larry Benorden 
  Linda Beyer 
12/17 Darren Rothenberg 
  Nicole Yount 
12/19 Jasmine Holbert 
12/22 Grant Bauman 
  Adam Schmid 
12/23 Lisa Berdal 
  Ethan Gray 
  Nick Lyman 
12/24 Tyler Bird 
12/25 Nortrud DePorter 
  Deb Miller 
  Rebecca Mitchell 
12/26 Parker Tunnell 
12/27 Ashley Benorden 
12/30 Lourdes Martorell 
12/31 Blaine Enderson 
  Lorie Getzen 
  James Thompson 

DECEMBER FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

DOUBT NIGHT RETURNS 
MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 6:30PM 
Meet at the China Pearl Restaurant 2nd Monday 
in 2020 for great food and spirited conversation. 
Here’s your chance to ask Pastor Bob about your 
deepest, most troubling religious questions. 

Make facebook.com/
FaithLutheranKnoxville 

your homepage. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
12/7 Danny & Allison Pressley, 34 
12/8 Ed & Lois Engel, 46 
 Cori & Mary Lehman, 4 
12/16 Karen & Laurence Koran, 50 
12/21 Ginger & Ron Grunke, 46 
12/24 Dan & Aileen O’Kada, 8 
12/28 Irene Dorfinger & Dieter Manthey,18 
12/30 Rebecca & Jordan Kilbey, 8 

 

Have a December date not 
featured here? 

Contact Mary Boring, 
966-9626 to have your spe-

cial day added 
to our church records. 

DECEMBER FLOWERS 
Our sanctuary will be radiant with 
festive poinsettias during the Christmas 
season! To sponsor these beautiful 
plants in remembrance or honor of your 
loved ones, place the suggested dona-
tion of $13 in a pew envelope along with 
a notation of your special person(s). 
 
12/1   Pat Lyman family 
12/8   —available— 
12/15 —poinsettias— 
12/22 —poinsettias— 
12/29 —poinsettias— 

 
Dates are available for the remainder of the 
year for you to celebrate special events and 
remember loved ones. Sign up on the flower 
chart posted near the library. 
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STAFF 
MEMBERS 

 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
Pastor 

pastorbob@faithloves.org 
 

Mich Walters 
Choirmaster/Organist 

 
Allison (Ally) Cosby 

Director of Contemporary 
Worship Band 

 
Mary Boring 

Office Manager 
mary@faithloves.org 

 
Phylis Garrison 

Publications 
 

Tiffany Crutchfield 
Nursery Care Giver 

 
Barbara Birkholz 
Finance Secretary 

 
Mildred Fenske 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
nell@knology.net 

 
Stephen Zell 

Audio/Visual Tech 

 

2019 COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

 

Doug Goins 
President 

 

Deb Miller 
Vice President 

 

Laura Beardsley 
Secretary 

 

Tim Stone 
Treasurer 

 

George Herbold 
 

Mike Niemeyer 
 

Andrew Parrott 
 

Randy Stewart 

YEAR END PLANNING 
It is hard to believe that 2020 is fast approaching. Tuesday, 
December 31, noon is the last day to make a tax deductible 
contribution for 2019. Now is a good time to look at planning your 
2019 year end strategy. If you are considering one of the options 
below, allow enough time for your broker to record your transac-
tion by the year end deadline. Contact Mary in the church office 
if you need additional information, 966-9626. 

 

 Contribute with stock transfers? Information is available for 
your broker to complete transactions prior to the end of next 
year. 

 

 Required Minimum Distributions Persons  eligible to take a re-
quired minimum distribution (RMD) from your retirement plan, 
can make a charitable distribution to Faith Lutheran Church. 
Contact your trustee or custodian for details on transferring 
funds. 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 
We welcomed new members into our Family of Faith during 
worship on Martin Luther’s birthday, November 10. Be sure 
to meet Mary Blackburn, Pamela Brown, Jay Carroll, Jessica 
Rupnaraine & Jared Medrano and Lisa & Greg Frank. 
 

If you'd like to be a member of our church, just contact Pastor 
Stelter or call the church office. 

Peace on the earth, 
Good will to all, 

from heaven’s 
all gracious King.” 

The world in 
solemn stillness lay, 

To hear the angels sing. 


