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PRESENTATIONS IN GETTYSBURG  
AND SAN DIEGO 

  This newsletter is later than usual because I 
had a couple of trips to the U.S. The first was to 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania for the annual Luther 
Colloquy of the United Lutheran Seminary, 
which was held on October 30. The theme for 
this year’s colloquy was “Theological Education, 
Tradition and Innovation.”  

  In my presentation, I emphasized that, in order 
to do theological education well, we first need 
to get the gospel straight! In addition, I argued 
that we need to focus more on the formation of 
communities that take many different forms and 
are able to live out the gospel in many different 
ways. It was great to be able to get to know the 
seminary at Gettysburg and spend time with the 
professors, students, and staff there, including 
Prof. Vincent Evener (Reformation and Lutheran 
Studies), who organized the colloquy, Prof. 
Crystal Hall (Biblical Studies), and Chelle Huth, 
Director of Lifelong Learning (from right to left 
in photo). 

 
   I titled my presentation “Gemeinde 
Transformata Semper Transformanda Evangelio: 
Theological Education for What?” If you want to 
know what that title means, you’ll just have to 
watch the video!  You can find it on my 
theological website at: http://94t.mx/colloquy.  

  From November 23-26, I attended the annual 
meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature and 
the American Academy of Religion in San Diego, 
California. While there, I gave a paper titled 
“The Roads Not Taken: Why Jesus Went Up to 
Jerusalem.” If you are interested in reading the 
paper, it is also available on my website at: 
http://94t.mx/roads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR GUEST PIA FROM FINLAND 

  In October and November, our Seminary and 
Theological Community enjoyed the visit of Rev. 
Pia Kummer-Myrskog, the Director for Church 
Cooperation of the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Mission (FELM). The FELM works closely with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Venezuela. 
We have had a number of students from those 
two churches in our Seminary’s online course 
program, and on several occasions the FELM had 
provided support for two of our professors to go 
to Colombia to give intensive courses. Pia (who 
is fluent in Spanish) wanted to get to know our 
Seminary, and so she came to visit for a month! 

  Pia sat in on classes and attended services at 
several of the Lutheran Churches in Mexico City 
during her stay, including the Reformation 
Service held annually by the Mexican Lutheran 
Church. Naturally, she was also able to visit 
many of the sights in and around Mexico City. 

 
  Before returning to Finland, when asked what 
she had enjoyed most about her visit, Pia (third 
from right in photo) mentioned several things. 
First, she was pleasantly surprised by the 
diversity at our school and the fact that 
students from so many different churches and 
backgrounds are able to interact so well. 
Second, she expressed her admiration for the 
level of theological reflection of our students 
and professors. Third, she said she was deeply 
moved by the way in which we address the 
problem of violence in our classes, especially 
violence against women. But what Pia said she 
especially enjoyed were the Mexican tacos! 

  During Pia’s visit, our Seminary’s online course 
program also got its first student from Finland, 
Brenda Serralde.  Brenda is a Mexican 
psychologist who resides in Finland and works 
with children and youth at the Swedish Lutheran 
Cathedral in Finland. She was encouraged by Pia 
to enroll in our program and hopes to become a 
Lutheran pastor! 
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