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STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS 
 

Each Sunday after the offering is given in both 
worship services, we pray: “Merciful Father, we 
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 
first given us: our selves, our time and our 
possessions. 
 

Our annual stewardship emphasis began last 
month. We have been highlighting the various 
meanings of our profound offertory prayer. On 
Sunday, February 2, Pastor Stelter will 
preach on the giving of our possessions. At 
the conclusion of worship, we will receive 2020 
Stewardship Pledges. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our 
missions and ministries by making a financial 
pledge of your possessions to the weekly offer-
ing. We give because God has first given to us! 
 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP THEMES 
February 2, Stewardships emphasis: Giving 
Our Possessions. Our 2020 commitment 
cards will be distributed. 
 

February 9, RAISE Jamaica emphasis with 
sermon & visit in The Cup by Rev. Leo Hall. 
 

February 16, final Sunday of the Epiphany 
Season. Congregational meeting at 12:15pm 
in the sanctuary. 
 

February 23, Sunday of the Transfiguration. 
Baptism of Shaun & Matthew Allred, traditional 
worship service. 
 

 

February 26, Lent Begins Ash Wednesday 
Worship services, at noon and 7pm. Worship 
features the imposition of ashes and Holy 
Communion. 

UPDATE By Lynda Primka 

The walk continues and the work as well. Since the 
work is neither fast nor glamorous, "walk" describes 

our process well. Also, we, as family and friends, walk together. 
We are so thankful to everyone joining with us by honoring pledges 
and contributing, by going to meetings, making phone calls, making 
plans, and praying. Many, many thanks! 
 
Prayers Please pray for wisdom, patience and discernment  
for everyone working on the committees and for the Council. Please 
pray for wisdom and endurance for us all as we work on honoring 
our pledges. 
 
HVAC System We have received 2 of 3 bids for updates of the 
system as recommended by the mechanical engineer. The commit-
tee met again with another company, and third bid is expected in 
the next 2 weeks. 
 
Kitchen Renovation The committee will meet soon with the 
architect who remodeled Farragut Presbyterian Church's kitchen. 
The committee toured the remodel, and they are impressed with 
the architect’s work. We need an architect to help us smoothly 
integrate The Cup and the kitchen and ensure the changes comply 
with town, county and state requirements. 
 
Roof The roof was recently repaired and has not been leaking. 
Heavy rains will test the security of the roof, but we are reluctant 
to make changes while it is working. 
 
Parking Lot We need an engineer to design the control of  
water drainage, as water is the cause of damage over time. We are 
searching for an engineer qualified to assess the current situation. 
The columbarium may affect the parking lot as well, so more plan-
ning is required. 
 
Landscaping Improvements depend on all the other projects 
being finished or at least completely planned. When we can begin 
working on this, we will be almost done! 
 
Gratitude for the love, labor and support you have provided. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
February 16 at 12:15pm in the sanctuary. 

 

This meeting includes the presentation of the Annual Report, 
a report from the outgoing council president and the pastor’s state 
of the church report. We will have a new congregational photo 
directory available at the meeting. 

February 25, 5:30-7pm 
 

Clean out your pantry for Lent! 
It is time to feast before the 

fasting, as we gather in The Cup to celebrate 
Mardi Gras with our delicious pancake supper. 
Cooks & youth workers (middle & high school) 
are needed! 

 

Bring your family & friends for the fun! 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 



“We offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given to 
us: our selves, our time and our possessions.” 
 

W e still say this old offering prayer from the Lutheran Book of 
Worship in both of our Sunday morning services because it 

is so profound and theologically true. 
 
What do we have that has not been given to us? Our homes, 
our family heirlooms, our possessions and even our money are 
entrusted by God to our care. Someone may protest, “Hey, 
I worked hard for everything I have! It is mine. I earned it!” 
 
While true on the surface, let’s ask what is the source of the 
inborn abilities, the opportunities, the heath and determination 
to pursue our possessions?  All we have, in one way or another, 
is a gift from God who first entrusted us with our selves and our 
time, as well as our possession. 
 

T his holy perspective changes our concept of ownership, 
doesn’t it? What we possess or earn generally is the result 

of our work. But it is not ours. We cannot do as we please with 
it just because we earned it. This is a difficult concept for the 
unchurched (and sometimes the churched) to understand. 
 
The entire world is God’s and what we have is intended to flow 
through us in loving service to others. We may be adequately 
fed, clothed, educated with good health and good jobs. But we 
are not faithful stewards until we use those things to help meet 
the needs of others, especially others who do not have the 
advantages and possession we have. 
 

Y es, our names appear on the titles of our cars and homes. 
Our names appear on our bank account and stock certifi-

cates. But we know better than to call them “ours.” 
 
We first received. That is why we give. We give of our selves, 
our time and especially of our possessions. All signs of God’s 
gracious love. 
 

Wishing you healthy stewardship, 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Bob Stelter 

Class of 2019-2021 

 

 
Sundays, 10:15-11am, library 

Pastor Bob, Carrie Parrott and Will Dickinson 
lead this 2-year course. All 8th & 9th graders are 
encouraged to participate. 
 

2/2 Lord’s Prayer, 4th Petition 
2/9 Lord’s Prayer, 5th Petition 
2/16 President’s Day Break, No Class 
2/23 Lord’s Prayer, 6th Petition 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE:  STEWARDSHIP 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

John Woods leads The Story of the Bible by 
Timothy Johnson, professor at Emory University’s 
Chandler School of Theology. Don’t miss a single 
week of this interesting class! 

2/2 The Bible in Contemporary Judaism 
2/9 Contemporary Christians & Their Bibles 
2/16 The Bible’s Story Continues 
2/23 New Study to Begin 

Go online to 
faithloves.org 

to hear Sunday 
morning sermons. 

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION 
 

Announcing First Communion training 
sessions March 4 & 11, 5:30-6:30pm with 
Pastor Bob Stelter in The Cup. A parent 
should attend with each child. The Rite of 
First Communion will be celebrated at the Maundy 
Thursday worship service, April 9 at 7pm. 

 

SPIRITUALITY 
BOOK GROUP 

Tuesday, February 11, 6:30pm 
 

We’ll review the fascinating tale 
of Reformation times: When 

Lightning Struck! The Story of Martin 
Luther by Danika Cooley led Mike 
Niemeyer. 
 

March 10, Donna Deichert will 
present Tara Westover’s Educated, 
NY Times best seller, named one of 
the best books of the year! 

CONGREGATION-WIDE STUDY 
FOR LENT: POWERSURGE 
You will want to participate in a congregation
-wide study during Lent called PowerSurge! 
This study explores how we move from 
being church members to becoming commit-
ted disciples of Jesus. 
 

The book is available in the office to all members outlining the 
PowerSurge process (suggested donation of $10). Pastor 
Stelter will preach on the PowerSurge themes each Sunday 
morning during Lent. Beginning March 4, our Wednesday Lenten 
dinners and classes in The Cup from 6:30-7:30pm will be an 
in-depth study and real-life application of PowerSurge. 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES 
 

Faith Lutheran Church is looking for three mem-
bers to represent our congregation at the 2020 
Synod 2020 Southeastern Synod Assembly, held 
June 5 -7 at the Chattanooga Convention 
Center. 
 

The Assembly will be focused around the theme: 
Weaving God's Story and Ours into the World. 
Contact Pastor Bob for more information. 



FROM THE HEART   by Nancy Reed 

Sounding the Shofar:(The Ram’s Horn) 
 

Psalm 139:23-24 "Search me, O God and know my 
heart, try me and know my ways. See if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" 
 

Sounding the Shofar is done in preparation of Ros Ha 
Shanah(The Hebrew New Year) which is celebrated at 
the end of September. The sounding of the Shofar 
serves as an alarm to awaken believers spiritually. 
 

The Shofar is an ancient musical instrument (Rams 
Horn) used to remind people of the power and love our 
Creator has for His people. The horns are taken from a 
mountain goat and the rounded curves of the horns sym-
bolize the act of being submissive to our Lord. Rosh 
Hashanah commemorates the creation of the world and 
marks the beginning of the" days of awe" and a 10 day 
period of introspection and repentance that culminates in 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement). 
 

The Shofar is an essential part of this holiday. The plain-
tive sound of the horn serves as the call to repentance 
and a reminder of the love and power of our Creator. 
 

Leviticus 23:2 reads: “This is an appointed feast day 
which you are to proclaim as sacred assembly" The 
holidays are called Moadim in Hebrew and many people 
including Christians consider some of these holidays to 
be "Jewish observances" but in truth they are Gods 
commands for ALL, and as such they are entirely rele-
vant to everyone wanting to better understand our faith, 
history and scripture. The observance of this assembly 
tells us to awaken from our spiritual slumber and make 
the most of our time as followers of the Messiah  
 

Abraham J. Heschel:" The beginning of our happiness 
lies in the understanding that life without wonder is not 
worth living". 
 

1st Corinthians 5-7:8 "Purge out the old leaven, that 
you may be a new lump-just as you are unleavened. For 
our Passover is Christ who was sacrificed for our sake. 
Therefore let us keep the festival, not with the old bread 
leavened but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth". 
 

Ephesians 5:14-16 "Awake O sleeper and rise from the 
dead and Christ shall give you light. Watch therefore that 
you live a glorious life not as foolish men but as wise. 
Who take advantage of their opportunity: for these are 
difficult days" 
 

As followers of Yeshua/Christ we do strive to live a good 
life. Lam3:40 "Let us examine our ways and test them. 
Let us return to our Lord". 
 

I remember when I was taking flying lessons my flight 
instructor gave me some advice that I have always re-
membered and considered a good life lesson. He said; 
“Nancy, remember the runway behind you can't do you 
any good."  (The runway behind me in this case was a 
great reminder of things past.) A warning not to dwell on 
past sin/mistakes but to focus on Messiah and His sacri-
fice for" OUR REDEMPTION" (repentance and His gift 
of forgiveness allows us to celebrate the "GIFT of today- 
this is why they call it "the PRESENT") .Abba/Father has 
a plan for all of us and our job is to" simply show up" 
trusting Him completely. 
 

"The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call to 
Him in truth" Psalm145:18 
 

"Each day holds a surprise, if we expect it, we can see, 
hear, or feel it when it comes to us. Let’s not be afraid to 
live each day whether it comes as joy or sorrow it will 
open a new place in our hearts, a place where we can 
welcome new friends and celebrate more fully our 
shared humanity. " Henri Nouven Shalom 

 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: Mondays, February 3, 3-5pm & February 17, 3-7pm 

Training: February 18, 1:30pm & February 20, 6pm 
———- 

Ministry Team Night: Monday, February 3, 6:30pm. 
Teams gather in the sanctuary and will make plans for 2020. 

———- 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
Wednesday, February 19, 10am 

———- 

Handy Faithfuls Workday: Thursday, February 20, 9am. 
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

———- 

Property Team: Monday, February 17, 6:30pm 
———- 

Congregational Council 
Tuesday, February 18: Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

———- 

Faith Serves KARM: Saturday, March 7, noon 
———- 

Homeless Ministry: Salvation Army, DATE TBA 
We need crew socks & large & extra large men’s boxer briefs. 

Donation bins are located at both entrances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Ladies Small Group, 11:45am at First Watch on Lovell Road 

Call or text Lynda Primka at 865-742-2727 to confirm. 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm, led by John Woods. 

———- 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 
 
 
 

Disaster Ministry 
Trained team members will check your smoke detectors. Call the 

church, 966-9626; leave your information to schedule a visit. 
———- 

CCAHT Human Trafficking 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 or suziethree@hotmail.com. 
———- 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

———- 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or mike.3@hotmail.com. 

Mark your calendar: Jamaica Mission Trip June 13-20, 2020. 
———- 

Mercy Ships 
Contact Lynda Primka, 865-742-2727. 

OUTREACH 

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 
By Melissa Horning 

 

Valentine's Day Parent's Night Out: Friday, February 14, 
5-9pm. We’ll have fun with pizza, games, crafts, movies and 
cookie decorating while mom & dad celebrate Valentine’s Day! 

———- 

Place Mats for Meals on Wheels: Sunday, February 23, 
12:30-2:30pm. Youth will help assemble place mats with Anne 
Loyacano. They will be distributed with meals to brighten the day 
for Meals on Wheels participants. 

———- 

Vacation Bible School:  June 1-4, 9–noon. Registration 
begins soon! 

———- 

AFFIRM 2020 — "CHOSEN" & YAYMI: June 14—June 19, 2020 
This event is held at the University of West Alabama for youth, grades 
6-12. Youth spend about 6 hours each day in experiential learning 
with games, skits and discussion. Young Adult & Youth Ministry 
Institute (YAYMI) is held simultaneously for college freshman & 
sophomores interested in exploring a call to youth ministry. Registra-
tion for both programs will be online in February: www.sesyouth.org. 

YOUTH EVENTS 



INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
By Larry Moeller 

 
Saturday, February 15, 3pm – 5pm 

 

Rev. Dr. Jan Setzler, a counselor from NovusWay/Lutheridge will present 
information for parents of middle school aged youth to learn about Come 
to the Water camper prospects at Lutheridge and NovusWay camps. This 
meeting is primarily to inform parents of youth who have been nominated 
to participate in this special program. Parents interested in learning more 
about the opportunities at NovusWay/Lutheridge are encouraged to attend. 
 
Contact Larry Moeller, lmoe@risenindeed.com or email Taylor Patterson, 
tcpatt@gmail.com for more information. 

PROJECT DIRECTOR VISITS 
ON FEBRUARY 9  by Mike Niemeyer 

 
Leo Hall, best known as "Rev" is highly influential in the community of 
Highgate, Jamaica. For 15 years he served as the pastor of Bethel United 
Church in Highgate, and has been the spiritual leader for hundreds in the 
community. He currently serves as the Mission Project Director at RAISE 
International, a Christian Ministry with a mission to equip and empower 
individuals and communities to over come poverty. 
 
Leo has been involved in the vision of RAISE from its inception. He has a 
holistic approach to community development. Reverend Hall joined RAISE 
in 2012 as the RAISE Jamaica Ltd. business manager. 
 
Leo, with his wife, Annette, and their three children, Kerk, Leo-Joseph and 
Levon, relocated to Pompano Beach, Florida, in the fall of 2018, however, 
his deep roots to the Highgate community keep him passionately involved 
in the continued development of RAISE Jamaica Ltd. 

COUNCIL CORNER 
By Mike Niemeyer 
 

Our Church is off and running in 2020. 
There are so many things already 
moving forward. Church council held 
their annual retreat in late January. 
We planned for the year and set our 
New Year’s resolutions for council. 
 
Walk by Faith continues in 2020. 
We continue seeing progress on the 
building projects. Council is relying 
heavily on the Property Ministry Team 
for their expertise in these projects. 
 
As a congregation we are preparing 
our annual Stewardship drive. Stew-
ardship is about giving of ourselves, 
our time, and our possessions. Please 
take time to consider how you can 
best give of yourself to love God, 
love other, serve. 

BISHOP STRICKLAND’S 
UPCOMING VISIT 
Our new Southeastern Synod Bishop, 
Rev. Kevin Strickland will visit us on 
April 19 to preach and dedicate 
our new stained glass window and 
sanctuary furnishings. The bishop will 
join us in The Cup between worship 
services at 10:15am. 

 

Mercy Ships Update 
By Lynda Primka 
 
As of the end of 2019, more than 500 surgeries have 
been done in Senegal! Think of all the patients and 
Families relieved of suffering, cared for and given new 

hope! Cataract surgeries and orthopedic surgeries are in progress. Soon 
the second set of plastic reconstructive surgeries, mostly for burn victims, 
will begin. The blind see and the lame walk! 
 
You can learn more about our newest Outreach Ministry—check out the 
Mercy Ships page on Instagram. Here you will see many stories of the 
patients and the crew. A recent post shows a video of one of the nurses 
I met who traveled 8 hours into the countryside to gather patients. 
I remember her because the work makes her so joyful. 
 
"The Surgery Ship", a documentary about the Africa Mercy is now 
available on Amazon Prime. The documentary was done by Mercy Ships 
Australian group and is about an hour long. 
 
If you would like more information, I'm always happy to talk about Mercy 
Ships! (There is a lot more information online, too.) You can contact me 
at 865-742-2727. 

JARS OF CLAY 
WELCA CLUSTER 6 MEETING 

 

Saturday March 28, 10am-3pm 
Grace Lutheran Church 

131 West Gettysburg Ave, 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

 
Join us for lunch and a special tea, 
where you can fellowship with other 
WELCA women in our area. Judy 
Aebischer provides devotions and 
we’ll have fun decorating our own 
Easter hat or fascinator. Bring your 
hat or a fascinator, non-perishable 
food items for the food pantry and 
your own favorite tea cup. 
 
Registration forms will be distributed 
early February. Cost is $10. 
 
Contact Debbie Hampstead via email 
dhampste@utk.edu with questions. 



BIRTHDAYS 
2/1 Ben Dickinson 
 Anthony Purcell 
2/2 Mason Taylor 
2/3 Wendy Carroll 
2/4 Deanne Benorden 
 Mary Clark 
 Tim Stone 
2/5 Jenni Haydek 
 Caroline Keenan 
2/6 Eliana Rosa 
2/8 Katie Spangler 
2/9 Nick Vagott 
2/10 Allison Pressley 
2/11 Gretchen Sandidge 
 Randy Stewart 
 Derek Willis 
2/12 Jessica Huebner 
2/13 David Echols 
2/14 Emma Jeter 
2/16 Roy Fenstermaker 
 Tim Holbert 
2/17 Teresa Puterbaugh 
2/18 Haley Bauman 

 
2/19 Travis Palatinus 
2/20 Brad Blackwell 
 Brooks Huebner 
 Glenda Mayfield 
 Debbie Moore 
2/21 Barbara Barrass 
2/24 Ted Primka IV 
 Justin Rosa 
2/25 Nathaniel Rondinone 
2/26 Amy Monteagudo 
 

BAPTISMS 
2/1 Peggy Beckwith 
 Jan Darnell 
2/4 Deanne Benorden 
 Clara Rosa 
2/11 Amanda Mitchell 
 Bruce Mitchell 
2/12 Myles Cooper 
 Jacob Lang 
2/14 Andrea Myers 
 Isaac Taylor 
2/17 Erik Draper 

 
2/21 Lexi Martin 
2/22 Mason Sandidge 
2/26 Amy Monteagudo 
 Heather Rondinone 

FEBRUARY FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

FROM THE MAILBOX 
 

From Rose Echols . . . On behalf of 
my family, I would like to thank the 
wonderful WELCA ladies for preparing 
and for hosting the reception for my 

dad, Elden DePorter’s memorial service. It was so 
nice to have that reception and allow every to mingle 
and have some goodies. I am most grateful for your 
kindness and graciousness! 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2/6 Bart & Cyrila Di Giovanni, 49 
2/11 David & Dawn Willis, 36 
2/14 Bill & Bobbie Steele, 27 
2/18 Chuck & Joy Crosby, 31 
2/19 Tony & Amy Monteagudo, 26 
2/24 Gene & Barbara Bird, 47 
 Nick & Patricia Gary, 59 

 

Have a February date not featured here? Contact Mary Boring, 
966-9626 to add your special day to our church records. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS by Jan Darnell, 
shephopepantry@gmail.com 

 
Open: Mondays, February 3, 3-5pm 

& February 17, 3-7pm 

Items to Donate: 

Bar Soap • Razors • Toothpaste • Small Soup • Pasta 
 

Training Dates: 
Tuesday, February 18, 1:30pm 
& Thursday, February 20, 6pm 

Please email me at shephopepantry@gmail.com 
at least 2 days before the training if you are coming. 

 
As I gather information for the annual report, it amazes me 
how the need for food continues to grow. With your support, 
our pantry helped provide much needed food for 371 families 
in 2019. This would not be possible without our volunteers 
who donate the many hours it takes to run the pantry. Though 
our doors are only open 6 hours each month to serve these 
needy families, it takes much more time to manage and main-
tain our pantry. Our volunteers sort, inventory, purchase, 
transport and stock the shopping room. Take a moment to 
look at these details in the annual report. How can you help? 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26. During Lent, 
many of us give up something. This year you might consider 
offering up a food item to donate to the pantry each day 
during Lent. Our next Offering of Food at the Altar will be 
on Sunday, March 8. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

FEBRUARY FLOWERS 
2/2   Mary Blackburn 
2/9   Bobbie & Bill Steele 
2/16 Barbara & Dave Birkholz 
2/23 Shannon & William Allred 
 
The 2020 flower chart is located 
near the library. You can sign up 
now for Sunday altar flowers to celebrate special 
events and  to remember loved ones. 

On Sunday, March 8 
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STAFF 
MEMBERS 

 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
Pastor 

pastorbob@faithloves.org 
 

Mich Walters 
Choirmaster/Organist 

 

Allison (Ally) Cosby 
Director of Contemporary 

Worship Band 
 

Mary Boring 
Office Manager 

mary@faithloves.org 
 

Phylis Garrison 
Publications 

 

Tiffany Crutchfield 
Nursery Care Giver 

 

Barbara Birkholz 
Finance Secretary 

 

Mildred Fenske 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 

nell@knology.net 
 

Stephen Zell 
Audio/Visual Tech 

 

2020 COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

 

Deb Miller 
President 

 

Andrew Parrott 
Vice President 

 

Christina Landau 
Secretary 

 

Tim Stone 
Treasurer 

 

Doug Goins 
 

George Herbold 
 

Mike Niemeyer 
 

Randy Schaefer 
 

Randy Stewart 

FaithLutheran 
Knoxville 

“Be still and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations. 
I am exalted in the earth.”  Psalm 46:10 

Love is patient. 
Love is kind. 

It always protects, 
always trusts, 
always hopes, 

always perseveres. 
Love never fails. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:4, 7-8 

FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE 
 

February 3, 6:30pm 
All Ministry Team Night 

 
February 9 

Visit from Rev. Leo Hall, RAISE Jamaica 
 

February 11, 6:30pm 
Spirituality Book Group 

 
February 14, 5-9pm 

Youth Event: Parents’ Night Out   
 

February 16, 12:15 
Congregational Meeting 

 
February 23, 12:30 – 2:30pm 
Youth Assemble Placemats 

 
 

February 25, 5:30-7pm 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 
February 26, NOON & 7pm 
Ash Wednesday Services 


