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STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS RESULTS 
 

Last month, we concluded our annual stewardship emphasis. Our theme 
was Signs of God’s Gracious Love and we focused on the gifts of our 
selves, our time and our possessions. Members of the congregation had 
the opportunity to make pledges of time and possessions. If you did not 
make a commitment of your time and/or possessions, please contact the 
church office for the proper form or pick up the forms on the narthex table. 
Pledges are always confidential, known only by our Financial Secretary. 
 
A total of 118 persons made commitments of their time to our various 
congregational ministries and ministry teams. Over $337,000 was pledged 
by the congregation towards our 2020 budget.  Here are  ways for  you to 
fulfill your commitment: use your offering envelopes, electronic funds trans-
fers, stock transfers and Required Minimum Distributions for eligible per-
sons.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our missions and ministries by 
making a financial pledge of your time to our church and of your posses-
sions to the weekly offering. We give because God has first given to us! 

UPDATE By Lynda Primka 

I'm glad everyone is keeping our Walk by Faith projects in their prayers. 
There is a lot of work going on! We are in the difficult, quiet, unglamorous 
stages—the part that requires prayer, patience, work and diligence. We 
want the changes we make to be pleasing to everyone. To get such results, 
our plans have to be carefully made. We are so thankful for the folks who 
are doing this work on our behalf. 
 
A vendor has been chosen for the HVAC system. Our Council approved 
the vendor and the cost and the contract has been reviewed by a lawyer. 
Three very big steps! Now equipment can be ordered, but it will be several 
months before the work can be completed  
 
We are still working to find the appropriate engineering firm to help us with 
our water issues on the parking lot project. 
 
Alice Pigott and Connie Rist have found an architect for the kitchen and 
The Cup project! They met with Lee Ingram of Brewer, Ingram & Fuller 
Architects, Inc. Council has approved working with him. He is going to 
begin with a design for the kitchen and coffee bar. 
 
Please keep this work in your prayers. We rejoice that we are able to 
walk together to make our building more welcoming, reflecting more 
and more of our mission to love God, love others and serve. 
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March Worship Themes 
 

There are changes to our order of 
worship for the Lenten Season, 
drawing our focus to repentance and 
renewal. PowerSurge is our Lenten 
theme. March 1, 1st Sunday in Lent 
today’s PowerSurge topic is Prayer. 
 

March 8, 2nd Sunday in Lent 
 PowerSurge topic: Worship. 
 

March 15, 3rd Sunday in Lent 
 PowerSurge topic: Reading the 
 Bible Daily. 
 

March 22, 4th Sunday in Lent 
 PowerSurge topic: Serving. 

 

March 29, 5th Sunday in Lent 
PowerSurge topic: Developing 
Intentional Christian Relationships. 

 

Worship events in April include: 
▪ Palm Sunday, April 5 
▪ Maundy Thursday, April 9 
▪ Good Friday, April 10 
▪ Easter Sunday, April 12 
▪ Bishop Strickland’s visit, April 19 

CONGREGATION-WIDE 
STUDY FOR LENT: 

POWERSURGE 
 

You are invited to par- 
ticipate in our Lenten 
study called PowerSurge! 
This study explores how 
we move from being church members 
to becoming committed disciples 
of Jesus. 
 

Textbooks outlining the PowerSurge 
process are available in the narthex 
to all members. Pastor Stelter will 
discuss the PowerSurge themes each 
Sunday morning during Lent. Begin-
ning March 4, our Wednesday evening 
Lenten dinners and classes in The 
Cup from 6:30-7:30pm will be an 
in-depth study and real life application 
of PowerSurge. 



 

What are the distinguishing characteristics 
of a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

 

T hat’s the question we are asking during Lent this year as 
our congregation is studying the book, PowerSurge. I’ll 

preach on a different PowerSurge mark of discipleship each 
Sunday during Lent. In addition, we are hosting a Lenten Mid-
week dinner and study of the PowerSurge text, Wednesdays 
in The Cup, from 6:30-7:30pm. 
 
Our congregational council studied the book in depth last year 
and commends the book to the congregation. 
 
PowerSurge suggests six marks of a disciple. They are 
Prayer, Worship, Reading the Bible, Serving, developing 
intentional Christian Relationships and Giving. (Each mark of 
discipleship corresponds to the consonants of the book title: 
PWRSRG.) 
 
PowerSurge is an encouraging study for the season of Lent as 
we re-commit our selves to Christ. The PowerSurge emphasis 
suggests real-life steps to deepen our relationship with Jesus 
by becoming more deliberate disciples. 
 

I  invite you to experience a power surge in your faith and 
devotion. 

 
 

 
 

Pastor Bob Stelter 
 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons. 

 

 
Sundays, 10:15-11am, library 

Pastor Bob, Carrie Parrott and Will Dickinson 
lead this 2-year course. All 8th & 9th graders are 
encouraged to participate. 
 

3/1 The Sacraments 
3/8 The Sacraments: Baptism 
3/15 Spring Break, no class 
3/22 Spring Break, no class 
3/29 The Sacraments, Holy Communion 

Class of 2019-2021 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE: POWERSURGE! 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

John Woods leads The Historical Jesus. Don’t miss 
a single week of this awesome new class study! 
3/1 One Remarkable Life 
3/8 Scholars Look at the Gospels 
3/15 Fact and Fiction in the Gospels 
3/22 The Birth of the Gospels 
3/29 Some of the Other Gospels 

SPIRITUALITY BOOK GROUP 
Tuesdays, 6:30pm 

 
March 10 
Donna Deichert presents Tara  
Westover’s Educated, NY Times  
best seller, named one of the  
best books of the year! 

 
 April 14 
Laura Beardsley 
Leads Unsheltered by 
Barbara Kingsolver. One reader 
says “this novel interweaves past 
and present to explore human 
resiliency and compassion 
in times of great upheaval.” 
 
May 12 

Susan Vanacore will lead our group 
in discussion of Barking to the Choir 
by Jesuit priest, Father Gregory 
Boyle. Showing unconditional love 
in difficult times, he shares what 
working with gang members in  
Los Angeles taught him about faith, 
compassion and the enduring power of kinship. 

DOUBT NIGHT 
Tuesday, March 24, 
6:30pm 
 

Meet us at the 
China Pearl 
Restaurant 
and bring your 
questions —it’s always 
a good meal and a great 
discussion led by Pastor 
Bob. 

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION 
 

Announcing First Communion training 
sessions March 4 & 11, 5:30-6:30pm 
with Pastor Bob Stelter in The Cup. 
A parent should attend with their child. 
First Communion is celebrated on 
Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7pm. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU! March 15 & 22, 10:15am 
 

Announcing a no pressure, simple and easy way to 
learn more about Faith Lutheran Church! Attend a 
Getting to Know You session with Pastor Bob 
Stelter on Sunday morning in the Library. You can 
attend either of the two sessions. 
 

Pastor Stelter will answer any questions you have about the 
congregation, explain our ministry team structure, highlight our 
activities and give a brief tour of our church during the meeting. 
 

These sessions are for recent worship attendees, for those new 
to our congregation and for those who have recently joined the 
church. Nursery provided. 

MEET OUR 
NEW BISHOP 
 

Our new Southeastern Synod 
Bishop, Rev. Kevin Strickland 
will visit us on April 19 to preach 
and dedicate our new stained 
glass window and sanctuary 
furnishings. The bishop will join 
us in The Cup between worship 
services at 10:15am. 



FROM THE HEART   by Nancy Reed 
THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS—PSALM 96:9 
 

1Peter 1:16 — "But just as He who called you 
is Holy, be Holy in all you do." Our Creator has 
provided all that is necessary for us to become 
holy as He is holy. 2 Timothy 1:9 — "Who has 
saved us and called us with a holy calling not 
according to our works but according to His 
own will and His own grace which was given 
us in Yeshua/Christ before this world began." 
 
Psalm 29:2 — "Give unto the Lord the Glory 
due unto His name. Come before Him worship 
in the beauty of Holiness." We, as His creation, 
have the divine heritage of holiness. 
 
So exactly what does it mean when we say 
"Let us worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness? This beauty differs from that which 
the world looks upon. Holiness is found in 
"consecration "to our Father, which is the 
giving of ourselves completely to Him, holding 
nothing back. (This is not a conclusion but 
a continuous journey.) Proverbs 31:30 — 
"Beauty is vain, but the one who worships 
the Lord shall be praised." 
 
1 Peter 3:3-4 "Do not adorn yourself with out-
ward adornments such as the plaiting of your 
hair or the wearing of ornaments of gold or 
costly apparel: but adorn yourselves by the 
spiritual person within you with meek pride 
which is incorruptible an ornament which is 
rich in Gods sight.” (Meekness is not weakness 
but an attribute of true discipleship) "Holiness 
not happiness is the chief end of man." Oswald 
Chambers. Psalm 90:17 "Let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us." 
 
1 Timothy 6:6 — "Godliness with contentment 
is great gain; our gain is greater contentment, 
for it is the worship of God." 
 
The Christ follower has this assurance: Psalm 
17:15 — "I shall be satisfied when I awake 
with thy likeness." We are not humans having 
a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings 
first, having a human experience. Our Father 
offers us the opportunity to worship Him in the 
"Beauty of Holiness". He seeks those who 
desire that consecration from which Holiness, 
"will" come once we have that relationship 
with Him. 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1 "my beloved let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, and let us serve in Holiness the rever-
ence of God." J.C. Ryle wrote "Holiness is to 
the soul is as light is to the world, to illustrate 
and adorn it." Mother Angelica put it this way 
"Holiness of life is not the privilege of a chosen 
few; it is the obligation, the call the will of God 
for every Christian." 
           Shalom 

 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: Mondays, March 2, 3-5pm & March 16, 3-7pm 

Training: March 17, 1:30pm & March 19, 6pm 
 

———- 

 

Homeless Ministry: Salvation Army, March 3 
We need crew socks & large & extra large men’s boxer briefs. 

Donation bins are located at both entrances. 
 

———- 

 

Faith Serves KARM: Saturday, March 7, noon 
 

———- 

 

Property Team: Monday, March 16, 6:30pm 
 

———- 

 

Congregational Council 
Tuesday, March 17: Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

 
———- 

 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
Wednesday, March 18, 10am 

 
———- 

 

Handy Faithfuls Workday: Thursday, March 19, 9am. 
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

 
———- 

 

Community Ministry: Sundays 5/3, 8/2, 11/1, 10:15am 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Ladies Small Group, 11:45am at First Watch on Lovell Road 

Call or text Lynda Primka at 865-742-2727 to confirm. 
 

Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm, led by John Woods. 
 

———- 

 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 
 
 

Disaster Ministry 
Trained team members will check your smoke detectors. Call the 

church, 966-9626; leave your information to schedule a visit. 
 

———- 

CCAHT Human Trafficking 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 or suziethree@hotmail.com. 
 

———- 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

 
———- 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or mike.3@hotmail.com. 

Jamaica Mission Trip June 13-20, 2020 
 

———- 

Mercy Ships 
Contact Lynda Primka, 865-742-2727 

OUTREACH 

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 
By Melissa Horning 

 

Vacation Bible School:  June 1-4, 9–noon 
Registration begins soon! 

———- 
 

AFFIRM 2020 — "CHOSEN" & YAYMI: June 14—June 19, 2020 
University of West Alabama for youth, grades 6-12. 

Young Adult & Youth Ministry Institute (YAYMI) for college 
freshman & sophomores interested in exploring youth ministry. 

Registration for both programs will be online: www.sesyouth.org. 

YOUTH EVENTS 



 

COUNCIL CORNER 
by George Herbold 
 

So, What is Prayer? 
 

When was the last time you 
prayed? Was it at church on 
Sunday? Perhaps by yourself on 
you way to work? Who or what do 
you pray for? 
 
In our PowerSurge Lenten Study, 
Michael W. Foss tackles the 1st 
Mark of Disciple: Daily Prayer. He 
writes, “prayer is as natural as 
breathing.” He goes on to say, “. . . 
conversation with God is as natural 
and expected as conversation 
among families, friends and 
acquaintances.” 

 
Join us on Wednesdays, 
through March & April 1 

at 6:30pm in The Cup 
for Study & Supper. 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
Here are updates for your 2020 member directory!  
 Pat & Nick Gary’s phone number: 357-2987 
 Carol & Randy Schaefer’s phone number: 701-212-9300 
 Abby & Travis Dean’s address: 
 1540 Buxton Drive, Knoxville, TN 37922 
 Jane Forsberg’s phone number: 694-8948 
 Connie Rist’s phone number: 919-1234 

MARCH FLOWERS 
3/1—4/5 Lenten Arrangement 

 

ON EASTER SUNDAY Large floral 

arrangements will adorn our sanctuary on April 12. 
Suggested donation for memorials or honorariums is $10. 
Note your special intention on an offering envelope, 
enclose your donation and place in the offering plate.  

WELCA CLUSTER 6 MEETING Saturday March 28, 10am-3pm 
Grace Lutheran Church, 131 West Gettysburg Ave, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

 

Join us for lunch and a special tea and fellowship with other WELCA women 
in our area. We’ll have fun decorating our own Easter hat or fascinator. Bring 
your hat or a fascinator, non-perishable food items for the food pantry and your 
own favorite tea cup. Cost is $10. Contact Debbie Hampstead via email at 
dhampste@utk.edu. 

GRADUATE INFORMATION 
Parents, please email your high school and college graduate’s 
information to the office by April 17 to publish in our 
May Mustard Seed: mary@ faithloves.org. 

DOWN ON THE FARM   By Mike Niemeyer 
 

Hopefully, everyone had the opportunity to hear Rev. Leo 
Hall from RAISE Jamaica preach at Faith Lutheran Church 
last month. He also gave a presentation between services 
and met with our mission team heading to Highgate Jamaica 
this June. 
 

Rev. Leo shared several infrastructure projects that RAISE 
Jamaica would like to address this year to help the farmers 
combat drought. We are looking to build out 3 new cisterns 
(30,000 gallon capacity), build new greenhouses on the 
property, refurbish a collapsed well and complete the store-
house. Our mission team will likely be working on one of 
these projects. 
 

To learn more about RAISE International, work in Jamaica 
and to become a partner, please check online at: 

www.raise.international. 

 

HAVE YOU JOINED 
A MINISTRY TEAM? 

There are many ways we serve God through our con-
gregation’s ministries. A good way to get involved is 
by serving on a Ministry Team. 
 

Teams had their initial meeting last month and you 
can still get on board. Contact the church office and 
we will forward your interest to the appropriate team 
chairperson. 
 

Here are the standing ministry teams: 

 Stewardship/Finance 

 Evangelism/Communications 

 Worship/Music/Altar Guild 

 Youth/Christian Education 

 Deacon Ministry 

 Community Ministry (includes Salvation 
 Army Shelter, Shepherd of Hope Food 
 Pantry, Human Trafficking Ministry, Knox 
 Area Rescue Ministries, RAISE Jamaica, 
 Disaster Ministry and Mercy Ships) 

 Property (ongoing facility upkeep & improvements) 

 Fellowship (dinners, receptions, events) 

FROM THE 
MAILBOX 
 

From Mabel Trexler . . . Dear Faith family, 
thank you so much for remembering me at Christmas time 
with cards and gifts! Though I am not a member, my family 
is, and I feel so very much at home there. Thank you for 
your visits and bringing Communion to me regularly. I 
always enjoy your visits! I wish you all a happy new year, 
filled with God’s amazing love. 

http://www.raise.international/


FOOD PANTRY NEWS by Jan Darnell 
shephopepantry@gmail.com 

 

Open: March 2, 3-5pm & March 16, 3-7pm 
Training: March 17, 1:30pm & March 19, 6pm 

Please email shephopepantry@gmail.com at least 2 days 
before training if you plan to come. 

 

Items Needed: Tea, Canned Fruit, Canned Beans, Dish Soap, 
Bar Soap, Baking Mix (40 oz.), Boxed Meals 

Lent has arrived. Many of us give up something during Lent. I men-
tioned last month about considering, offering a food item each day 
of Lent this year. The 3

rd
 Monday of February we served 86 families. 

The abundance of rain we’ve had kept children out of school and 
many from being able to go to work. An hourly wage worker doesn’t 
get paid if they are not there. 
 
 

Food Gleaning Every year the United States throws away 72 bil-
lion pounds of food that could feed a lot of hungry people! Grocery 
stores only purchase produce from farmers that is ‘pretty and per-
fect’. Canneries only purchase specific sizes of produce to process 
(3-4 inches green beans). What happens to the rest of the farmers’ 
crops? It goes to a land fill. Organizations and individuals now work 
together to glean this food and put it to good use. The Society of St. 
Andrew, a nonprofit, nondenominational organization, works directly 
with farmers. They deliver truckloads of 24,000 – 45,000 pounds of 
produce from a farmer to a church or other large group. The pro-
duce is bagged and distributed to pantries, soup kitchens, KARM 
and other groups to feed people in need. This is a win, win situation; 
people get fed, the farmer gets a tax deduction and food is not wast-
ed. 
 

Locally, Mike Smith works with not only the Society of St. Andrew, 
but also with local stores to glean donated food. You can help by 
contacting him to help pick up and deliver donated food from these 
local stores. You don’t have to have a truck. It can be handled with 
you and a couple of friends. Here are some of the tasks at hand: 
 

Sunrise Supermarket - Pick up on 3
rd
 & 4

th
 Wednesdays, 1-1:30pm. 

Mixed produce (you'll have help at both pickup and delivery. 
 

Panera Bread (4855 Kingston Pike) Pick up at 9pm, 3
rd

 Thursday 
of the month. Maximum pick up quantity: 4 boxes & 4 bags of bread 
& pastries. 
 

Panera Bread (Cedar Bluff) Pick up at 10pm, 3
rd

 Thursday of the 
month. Maximum pick up quantity: 4 boxes & 4 bags of bread & 
pastries. 
  

Einstein Bros. Bagels (corner of Parkside Drive and Campbell  
Station Road) Picking up on Monday, Wednesday or Friday at 
5:55 pm (they close at 6 pm) 3 – 4 boxes of bagels.  

 
Other locations possible April through October (pick up 50 – 100 
pounds): 

Ebenezer Farmers Market 
Dixie Lee Farmers Market 
Oak Ridge Farmers Market 
Hardin Valley Church of Christ Farmers Market 
 

Call Mike if you can help or to get more information. 300-8150. 

BIRTHDAYS 
3/1 Bryan Thompson 
3/2 Hannah Blake 
 Robin Madson 
 Chase Patterson 
 Ilse Pridans 
3/3 Jonas Greenman 
3/4 Jane Dakolios 
 Ursula Dunlop 
3/7 Kim Fordiani 
 Eric Johnson 
 Michael Lee 
3/8 Jakob Myers 
 Ben Savitz 
3/9 Laura Beardsley 
 Bill Kripas 
3/10 Faye Parsons 
3/11 Tony Monteagudo 
3/12 Patricia Mabry 
 Eduardo Martorell Sr 
 Glenn Simmons 
 Marly Smith 
3/13 Tommy Mann 
3/14 Izabella Gomez 
 Matt Wright 
3/15 Matt Larsen 
 Kathy Thompson 
 Cameron Thornton 
3/16 Watson Bell 
3/19 AJ Randolph 
3/20 Barbara Birkholz 
 Mark Larsen 
3/21 Dmitry Lyakh 
 Pamela Spaar 
3/22 Michael Bell 
3/23 Tyler Bauman 
 Bill Kilbey 
3/25 Rebecca Stewart 

3/27 Emily Berdal 
3/28 Amelia Case 
 Jenny Oberhaus 
 Kay Zimbrick 
3/29 Craig Runger 
3/30 Addison Bell 
 Ed Gomez 
 Vyva Moore 
3/30 Rebecca Nieto 
 Walter Paquet 
3/31 Steve Darnell 

 

BAPTISMS 
3/1 Debby Palatinus 
 Alex Primka 
 Linda Purcell 
3/6 Andrew 
   Rothenberger 
 Lois Simmons 
3/7 Myra 
   Rothenberger 
3/11 Tony Monteagudo 
3/12 William Bales 
 Mason Taylor 
 Brandon Wright 
3/14 Emily Wright 
 Matt Wright 
3/23 Emma Jeter 
3/24 Aubrey Holmes 
3/26 Kim Fordiani 
3/28 Dale Rothenberg 
3/29 Melissa Horning 
 Bill Kripas 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3/13 Julie & Paul Jeter  26 
3/20 Katie & Rodney Bauman  10 
3/22 Eduardo & Lourdes Martorell  23 

Have a March date not featured here? 
Contact Mary Boring, 966-9626 

to add your special day 
to our church records.. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 
Don’t be late for church! Turn your clocks 
ahead 1 hour on Saturday night. 

Sunday, March 8, is our offering at the altar. 
During the service, bring your food offering to 
the altar for a blessing from Pastor Bob. The list 
of items needed is shown above. 

MARCH FAMILY OF FAITH 
CELEBRATIONS 
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STAFF 
MEMBERS 

 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
Pastor 

pastorbob@faithloves.org 
 

Mich Walters 
Choirmaster/Organist 

 

Allison (Ally) Cosby 
Director of Contemporary 

Worship Band 
 

Mary Boring 
Office Manager 

mary@faithloves.org 
 

Phylis Garrison 
Publications 

 

Tiffany Crutchfield 
Nursery Care Giver 

 

Barbara Birkholz 
Finance Secretary 

 

Mildred Fenske 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 

gomer2@hotmail.com 
 

Stephen Zell 
Audio/Visual Tech 

 

2020 COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

 

Deb Miller 
President 

 

Andrew Parrott 
Vice President 

 

Christina Landau 
Secretary 

 

Tim Stone 
Treasurer 

 

Doug Goins 
 

George Herbold 
 

Mike Niemeyer 
 

Randy Schaefer 
 

Randy Stewart 

FaithLutheran 
Knoxville 

“Be still and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations. 
I am exalted in the earth.”  Psalm 46:10 

MARCH AT A GLANCE 
 

March 3, 5:30pm Salvation Army 
Homeless Men’s Shelter Visit 

 
March 4 & 11, 5:30pm 

1st Communion Classes 
 

March 4, 11,18, 25 & April 1, 6:30pm 
PowerSurge Lenten Study & Supper 

 
March 7, noon 

Faith Serves KARM 
 

March 8, 9am & 11:11am 
Food Pantry Blessings at the Altar 

 
March 10, 6:30pm 

Spirituality Book Group 
 

March 24, 6:30pm 
Doubt Night 

 
March 28, 10am 

WELCA Cluster 6 Meeting 


