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UPDATE 
By Lynda Primka 
 

Our three–year 
appeal focuses 

on making facility improvements 
to create a more welcoming 
and inviting atmosphere for our 
congregation and the commu-
nity, and to spread the love of 
Jesus. 
 

We want more people to know 
Him, and have them feel wel-
comed so they look forward to 
returning. Let us keep our pur-
pose clearly in our hearts. 
 

The exciting news is that archi-
tect, Lee Ingram has created a 
beautiful design for remodeling 
The Cup for a coffee bar. The 
kitchen committee is excited 
and will present the plans to 
Council for discussion. 
 

Work continues on the HVAC 
system. All four outside com-
pressors on the west side have 
been installed. We are waiting 

for Trane to reopen on June 1 
to fabricate our air handlers. 
 

We have two quotes for engi-
neering the water manage-
ment of the parking lot, water 
being the main enemy of pave-
ment. The quotes are relatively 
far apart, so we are waiting on 
a third proposal. All bids have 
been delayed by the “Safer at 
Home” policy. We have two 
bids and are looking for a third 
for insulating the ceiling. 
 

We are thankful to everyone 
involved through giving, plan-
ning and praying. Let’s keep 
up the good efforts. 
 

We have now reached the 
one-year mark! Our results 
as of April 2020: 

Pledged $669,691 
Received $361,774 

The improvements we’ve 
planned will certainly enhance 
our mission and outreach. We 
are grateful to our Lord, for 
choosing us to be His hands 
and feet. 
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Worship With Us 
Online at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

 

Sunday Morning Services 

9am Traditional • 11:11am Contemporary 
Join us for Sunday Worship and Adult Sunday School. 

Send your comments and prayers during the live stream. 
Be sure to “like” our page! 

 

Adult Sunday School, 10:15am 
John Woods continues the study on the letters of Paul. 

Share your comments and questions during the live stream. 
 

Miss Sunday worship? Our services and Bible study can be 
viewed anytime on our faithloves.org homepage at by clicking 
on the Sermons, Services & Adult Sunday School link. 
 

HAVEN  Wednesdays, 7pm on Facebook Live  
Join Pastor Bob for prayer and a time of reflection and a devotion. 
Look for special guest speakers each week. A link to Haven on 
Facebook live is located on our website homepage.  

OUR HEROES 
by Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
 

Open: June 1, 3-5pm & June 15, 3-7pm 
Items Needed: Cereal (no extra sugar) 

Vegetable Oil • Juice (not cocktail, 64 oz.) 
Shampoo & Conditioner 

 

For the past few months I have highlighted how 
the pantry has overcome the physical distancing 
requirements to remain open during the Covid 19 
pandemic and how the number of people we serve 
continues to rise. Sadly, we continue to hear com-
ments like, “This is hard. I am not supposed to be 
here asking for help. I have always been the one 
giving donations for someone else.” Here at the 
pantry, we fight the virus by coming to the aid of 
those families whose lives have been drastically 
changed as the result of financial and physical 
uncertainty. 
 

This month I spotlight our pantry heroes—those 
in masks and gloves. Without YOU the pantry 
would be closed. 
 

YOU work when the pantry is open rain or shine 
 calm anxious guests   are sensitive to 
guests coming to the pantry for the first time 
 fill grocery bags   deliver bags of groceries 
to our awaiting patrons   tame mountains of 
toilet paper needing to be re-bagged   make 
masks to keep our volunteers safe   shop for 
food in grocery lines   sort and shelve food, 
so the pantry is ready to open   donate money  
 give hope to our guests that our pantry will 
remain open   keep our pantry open. 
 
YOU are true heroes of our pantry & our patrons! 
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PANTRY HEROES! 

Opening 
The Pantry 

Delivering 
groceries 



Last month, I used this space to write about the worship life of Faith Lutheran 
Church. Let’s continue this month by considering the style of music in worship.  
 

M ore often than not, the single dimension of worship that designates one 
service as traditional and another as contemporary is the music. It is 

good to care about music, for it forms and expresses our faith in profound 
ways. Yet music, an art often credited as a “common language,” can need-
lessly divide a worshipping community. Congregations may not realize it but 
music is a marketing tool. Congregations choose a certain kind of music to 
attract a certain kind of people. Style, not the music’s text or quality, often 
determines what is accepted at any one service. 
 

Since organs are associated with the past, they are not used in contemporary 
worship. Since drums are considered contemporary, they are not used during 
traditional services. Yet drums have been used in worship since ancient times 
and organs are built and installed today. 
 

I n considering the word “contemporary” as applied to music, language fails 
us. There are many hymns recently composed that would not be considered 

contemporary because in worship, contemporary refers to musical style in-
stead of its time of composition. Often we will sing a song from the 1980’s in 
worship and call it contemporary, but it may be more than 30 years old, hardly 
contemporary. Meanwhile we sing hymns in the traditional service that are 
less than 30 years old, very contemporary. 
 

Some congregations will continue to worship with predominately one style at 
one service and another style at the other service. This arrangement is very 
practical for us at Faith Lutheran Church. It allows us to reach out to two dif-
ferent gatherings of worshippers and employ two different and very excellent 
worship leaders, Mich and Ally. 
 

I sometimes wonder if people are more loyal to their worship time than to their 
worship type. And our contemporary service is very traditional in content. Though 
the style is modern, the service contains the traditional elements of liturgical 
worship: creed, Bible reading, preaching, communion, baptism and prayers. 
 

So let us always be open to exploring the richness of multiple musical expres-
sions in worship. 
  Music from all styles are welcome in worship of both styles. What 

is central is that the musical style serves the Gospel. 
 

  The voice of the assembly is the primary instrument in worship. Both 
organs and praise bands can obscure this fact. In our two worship 
services, both support it and uplift the voices of the gathered. 

 

  Worship is about participation not performance. Musical leadership 
serves the assembly when it strives for participation by the whole 
assembly. Worship, both styles, is participatory. 

 

  Let us refrain from making assumptions about musical preferences 
based upon age. There are folks of all ages at both our services. 
Good music, regardless of the style, touches all ages. 

 

T he worship life of our congregation is unique in that we are one congrega-
tion with two distinct worship styles. We are fortunate to be able to offer 

good worship at both services with a variety of times and styles. 
 

Discover the style that moves you the most. In worship at both services, the 
unifying constants are your presence and the presence of Jesus Christ through 
Word and Sacrament. 
 

I’ll see you in worship (either style!) 
 
 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church 

 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and connect with 
us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE WORSHIP FORMATION: MUSIC STYLES 

NEWS FROM THE 
FAMILY OF FAITH 
. . . Lots of babies born 

recently! Blessings to HEATHER & 
ANDREW MCDONALD upon the 
birth of AVA MARIE. Grandparents are 
CARMEN & MARK LARSEN . . . 
Blessings to the CYRILA & BART 
DIGIOVANNI upon the birth of 
their new grandchild, ANDREW 
JASPER . . . ALLYSON & DANNY 
PRESSLEY celebrate the birth of 
their first grandchild, JONATHAN 
PARKER PRESSLEY . . . We 
surround the family of CHERYL 
KRIPAS in our prayers upon her 
passing. She was buried in Spring-
field, Ohio on May 12 at a memorial 
service held by Pastor Stelter. We 
continue to pray for and support 
husband EARL and their children, 
JEANETTE & BILL . . . 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR CALL 
 

Both the Call Committee and the 
Congregational Council have decid-
ed to continue the search for our 
next associate pastor candidate. A 
candidate was in Knoxville to inter-
view and preach. Upon much prayer 
and reflection, the candidate has 
been released from consideration. 
Our Call Committee is dedicated to 
finding the right person. 

 

Plans are under-
way to stream 
Vacation Bible 
School this sum-
mer on Facebook 

or on Zoom. This unique situation 
will give parents and their children 
a shared family experience. 
 

Melissa Horning and Deb Miller 
are exploring new options to deliv-
er a virtual setting with songs, 
crafts, Bible stories and more! 
Dates & details coming soon. 



 
 
 

 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: Mondays, June 1, 3-5pm & June 15, 3-7pm 

We continue drive-up service. 
——— 

Congregational Council 
Tuesday, June 16 

Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

Community Ministries 
Sundays August 2 & November 1, 10:15am 

——— 
Handy Faithfuls Workday 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
——— 

Property Team 
——— 

Faith Serves KARM 
——— 

Homeless Ministry: Salvation Army 
——— 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
——— 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Time & Location—Ladies Small Group, 9:30am 

at Cracker Barrel on Campbell Station Rd 
Call or text Lynda Primka at 865-742-2727 to confirm. 

 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm, TBA. 

Led by John Woods. 
——— 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 
 
 

 

Disaster Ministry 
Trained team members will check your smoke detectors. 

Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule. 
——— 

CCAHT Human Trafficking 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 
or suziethree@hotmail.com. 

——— 
Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 

Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 
——— 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 

mike.3@hotmail.com. 
Jamaica Mission Trip January 2 - 9, 2021 

——— 
Mercy Ships  Contact Lynda Primka, 865-742-2727 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME 
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER TOGETHER AGAIN 

FROM THE HEART   By Nancy Reed 

A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 
 

"To everything there is a season, and a time for every pur-
pose under the heaven. A time to be born and a time to die, a 
time to plant and a time to pluck up that which is planted, a 
time to kill and a time to heal, a time to embrace and a time to 
refrain from embracing, a time to lose and a time to keep and 
a time to cast away, a time to keep silent and a time to speak, 
a time to weep, a time to laugh a time to mourn and a time to 
dance." Ecclesiastes 3:1-9 (A study of opposites) 
 
We have been given a lifetime of seasons. Our Father has 
given us the opportunity as His creation, to fulfill His purposes 
through us. Our lives devoid of human desires like love, taste, 
joy, sorrow would be dreary. On the other hand the excessive 
desire of them needs control. Our Creator has appointed the 
time when things are to be done and has also ordained the 
opportunity when each life’s passage should be completed. 
(To neglect that is presumption) .Proverbs 19:21 "Many are 
the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that 
prevails." 
 
This strikes at human independence. We think we have con-
trol over our lives but looking closer can make us realize we 
are reacting instead of acting. We have little to say about 
things that make us laugh, weep or mourn. Have you ever 
said "Who would have imagined this day would ever come"? 
While we may, sometimes, become frustrated with our life, 
realizing we are not always marching to a tune of our making 
as followers of Yeshua, we realize unexpected things happen 
and not always from "OUR" game plan. Corrie Ten Boom 
asks this "Is God your steering wheel or your spare tire?" It is 
not our ability but our "response" to our Father’s ability that 
counts. 
 
Henri Nouwen wrote "Somewhere we know that without silence 
words lose their meaning, that without listening speaking no 
longer heals, that without distance closeness cannot cure." His 
thoughts should remind us to look into our heart and question 
do we really know ourselves and how much do we really trust 
our Father? 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him and He will make your path straight." 
 
It is the power of the divine spirit that Yeshua wants to give 
us. “The spirit indeed empowers us and allows us to be heal-
ing presences. When we are filled with that spirit we cannot 
be other than healers. ... When everything is dark, when we 
are surrounded by despairing voices, when we do not see 
any exits then we find salvation in a remembered love that is 
not a wistful recollection of a past but a living force that sus-
tains us in the present. Through memory, love transcends the 
limits of time and offers hope at any moment of our lives." 
Henri Nouwen 
 
Don't settle for less than what our Father has for you by not 
trusting Him; go for greatness. This is not about fame but its 
life with meaning that can touch the lives of others. Time has 
a wonderful way of showing us what really matters. Never 
give up or lose faith in something that you know our father 
has allowed in your life. Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans 
I have for you declares the Lord."  
 
"Give every day the chance to become the most beautiful day 
of your life." Mark Twain                Shalom 

AFFIRM & YAYMI scheduled for June 14-19, will now 
be held online. For details, go to www.sesyouth.org. 

YOUTH EVENTS 





ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Kelli & Phil Cobble, 1 
3 Elaina & Brad Koch, 37 
 Heather & Andrew McDonald, 9 
5 Nancy & Steve Dean, 49 
8 Lori & Bill Kilbey, 35 
 Lynda & Ted Primka, 29 
 Kathy & Richard Westbrook, 35 
9 Emily & Travis Palatinus, 2 
10 Rosemarie & David Greenman, 42 
11 Alicia & Walt Wright, 4 
13 Alice & Joe Pigott, 67 
14 Amy & Tyler Bird, 6 
 Rose & David Echols, 40 
15 Jill & Matt Cogburn, 14 
 Lisa & Josh Moore, 10 
16 Eleanor & Anthony Rakowski, 64 
19 Jamie & Michael Pettet, 16 
20 Maret & Leo Hebert, 61 
 Ellen & Rick Parsons, 17 
22 Mary Beth & Tom Blake, 29 

24 Tricia & Brian Saylor, 25 
25 Gloria & Ron Fife, 54 
 Hartley & Ken Savitz, 26 
28 Betsy & Ritchie Case, 43 
 Leslie & Rick Smenner, 40 
29 Diane & Michael Lee, 36 
30 Marti & Joe Poole, 41 

Have a June date not featured here?  
Contact Mary Boring, 

966-9626 to have your special day recorded 
in our church records. 

BIRTHDAYS 
 1 Brad Koch 
 Bimal Pal 
 2 Karli Rist 
 Brigitte Williams 
 3 Joey Mann 
 Ann Stewart 
 4 Lisa Smith 
 5 Brianna Saylor 
 9 Jonathan Weaver 
10 James Cogburn 
 Larry Koran 
 Michael Spaar 
11 Ken Cosby 
 Ronda McCown 
 Mark Rozanski 
12 Gabby Huebner 
 Mindy Spiller 
13 Lori Kilbey 
 Garrett Strand 
14 Jeff Larsen 
 Louis Morris 
17 Andrew Echols 
 Mildred Fenske 
 Sam Howard 
18 Linda Shaver 
 Jim Van Deusen 
19 Laura Howard 
22 Eleanor Rakowski 
 Mitchell Yount 
23 Beckham Spiller 
24 Lourdes Martorell 
 

25 Jim Lang 
 Ben Thompson 
27 JD Sizemore 
29 Aynsleigh Martin 
30 Shirley Campbell 
 Rick Smenner 
 Bobbie Steele 
 

BAPTISMS 
  1 Michelle Newsted 
 Craig Runger 
 William Saylor 
 Susan Vanacore 
  2 Elizabeth Lehman 
 Mikaela Lehman 
 Pressley Lehman 
 Wyatt Lehman 
  3 Silas Baird 
 Crystal Holmes 
 Emmett Rickert 
 Kim Rickert 
  4 Kelsey Baird 
11 Joy Crosby 
 Bill Newsted 
13 Kenneth Puterbaugh 
 Gabriella Puterbaugh 
18 Jean Enderson 
19 Laura Howard 
21 Danny Pressley 
22 Eric Madson 
 Marly Smith 
23 Aaron Benorden 
26 Jessica Rupnaraine 

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

DOWN ON THE FARM By Mike Niemeyer 

Please note our international mission trip 
to RAISE originally scheduled for this June 
has been postponed to January 2-9, 2021. 
 

Farm Activities 
We are happy to report that there are more 
activities on each farm. We are positioning 
ourselves for a good summer. We have 
serious concern of Coronavirus in the 
marketplace. The challenges are: 
▪ Encouraging safe practices on each farm 

and by each farmer (or employed help). 
▪ Marketing crops with social distance being 

fully reinforced. 
▪ Trying to find new markets to distribute 

farm products as a means of addressing 
the fall in demands due to hotel closures. 

 

We are grateful that: 
▪ Some hotels, international ports, and 

markets are reopening. 
▪ A new farmer has joined the team on 

the field. 
▪ The health of all the farmers and their 

families are well. 

Farmers Money 
on Sales 

Raise 
% Comments Crops 

Harvested   

Anthony 
Grant 

NIL NIL NIL Anthony appears to have given up on farming. 

Desmond 
Riley 

Pumpkin 
Plantain 

Hot Pepper 

$30,200 
$16,000 
$66,000 

$6,000 
$3,200 
$13,200 

Mr. Riley is doing exceptionally well with pro-
duction and preparatory work, which should 
bring about consistency in production. 

Laverne 
Thomas 

Cucumber $6,620 $1,224 
We are happy with Mrs. Thomas who has 
made her first sale. 

Jeffrey 
Thompson 

Cane 
Plantain 

$2,000 
$9,500 

$400 
$1,900 

Mr. Thompson needs to concentrate more on 
his farm production, both in short-term & long-
term. 

Hopeton & 
Henry 

Plantain $11,500 $2,300 
Hopeton and Ricardo are putting in a lot of 
work on their plot. 

Russell 

Pumpkin 
Plantain 

Hot Pepper 
Jelly 

$1,800 
$1,380 
   $600 
$2,500 

$360 
$276 
$120 
$500 

Mr. Carter’s plot need more attention. It is 
becoming somewhat overgrown. He is also 
restricted by movement because of the age 
restrictions in Jamaica because of the Corona-
virus. 

Kevin 
Riggs 

NIL NIL NIL 
Mr. Riggs has hot peppers to harvest in the 
summer. Other crops will mature much later. 

Mrs. 
McGhee 

NIL NIL NIL 
Mrs. McGhee has started preparatory work, 
such as the under-bushing, etc. 

The chart highlights the month’s production output on each farm. 
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Randy Stewart 
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Knoxville 

Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
was not clothed like one of these. 

Matthew 6:28, 29 

COMING IN FEBRUARY— 
THE KNOXVILLE OPERA GOSPEL CHOIR! 
 

Mark your calendar now as we have secured the talents of the 
Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir. The group has been singing 
together for 11 years and will present an Inspirational musical 
treat for you, your family and friends. They will perform here at 
Faith Lutheran Church on Saturday, February 27, 2021! 

The Africa Mercy has brought healing to many 
people in Senegal this year. An example is two 

year old Saliou and his grand- mother, Ndiane. Saliou had a 
cleft lip, and his family had no way of getting surgical care for 
him. Ndiane prayed for a miracle, and one appeared! 
 
Saliou’s cleft lip was repaired on the Africa Mercy! If you 
would like to read more stories of healing, please check 
MercyShips.org or look for Mercy Ships on Instagram and 
Facebook. 
 
The ship is currently in Tenerife, Spain, waiting for its annual 
maintenance. The ship’s crew plans to return to Africa as 
soon as possible, which depends on the COVID-19 situation. 
They are still currently recruiting volunteers. Medical Capacity 
Building programs are changing to online/remote delivery 
methods so that training of African medical professionals can 
continue even during the pandemic 

UPDATE By Lynda Primka 


