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UPDATE 
By Lynda Primka 
 

Our Walk by Faith 
continues in this 

difficult time. We know who we are 
and to Whom we belong. Being 
able to go to church with our family 
of Faith and be together with one 
another will be a privilege and a gift 
no longer taken for granted. We 
look forward to the time when we 
can all meet together again. 

 

Looking forward to that day, work on 
the HVAC system continues. Two 
of our four condensers have now 
been replaced. About 75% of the 
wiring has been done and control 
dampers have been replaced. A gas 
line is being run for the front system. 
We are waiting for new air handlers 
from Trane, however, they have 
temporarily shut down manufactur-
ing due to COVID-19. 

 
 

We have two quotes for insulation 
for the ceilings. We are still working 
on quotes for the engineering work 
on the parking lot. 
 

We hired Lee Ingram of Brewer, 
Ingram, Fuller Architects as a con-
sultant for the kitchen. He met with 
the committee and our council rep-
resentative. He has taken existing 
measurements and has the old 
blueprints. Issues he will investigate 
before the next meeting are the 
doorways, kitchen pass-through, 
dividers and lighting. 
 

Thanks to Charlie Pfrommer, Gary 
Dakolios, Alice Pigott, Connie Rist 
and Christina Landau for your work 
on these committees.  
 

Thank you, everyone, for your pray-
ers and faithful giving to keep our 
work going. 
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COUNCIL CORNER 
By Randy Stewart 
 

I am not doing well with COVID-19, 
missing CHURCH and family, especially 
grandkids, friends and just being out 
and about. I know this is supposed to 
be temporary but it hurts. My bright spot 
is when we all go to church online. 
 

Our Sunday morning worship services, 
Wednesday evening Haven, and now 
Sunday School Class with John Woods 
has given me a feeling of fellowship 
and that I am not alone but with our 
church family. 
 

It is heartwarming to see all the ‘hearts’ 
and ‘thumbs up’ as we worship. God 
did not create us to live like this. We 
will be back, and I can’t wait to walk 
into Faith Lutheran Church to see and 
greet our family and worship our Lord 
together again. 

Fabrice Gomez son of Ed & 
Elizabeth, graduates from 
Farragut High School. 
 

Danny Moore, son of Roger 
& Melanie Moore, graduates 
from Farragut High School. 
 

Olivia Parrott, daughter of Carrie & 
Andrew, graduates from Farragut 
High School. 
 

Madison Sandidge, daughter of John 
& Gretchen, graduates from Hardin 
Valley Academy and will attend 
Austin Peay State University working 
towards a BS of Fine Arts in Dance. 
 

Jordan Fordiani, son of Kim, graduates 
from Arizona State University on May 
13, with a degree in Civil Engineering. 
He has a job lined up with Hilgart 
Wilson as a Civil Designer in the 
Water Resources Group. 
 

Aynsleigh Martin, daughter of Curt 
& Heather, graduated early from 

Farragut High School. She is 
attending Carson-Newman and 
is on the golf team. 
 

Sierra M. Morris graduates 
from The Citadel, May 9, with a 

BS Degree in Business Administration 
and a minor in Fine Arts. She will be 
commissioned a Marine 2

nd
 Lieutenant 

May 11. Her graduation will be streamed 
live. 

JOIN US ONFACEBOOK LIVE—facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 
 

Sunday Worship 
        9am  Traditional  10:15am  Bible Study  11:11am  Contemporary 

During live sessions of worship, send prayers and comments. You can view 
worship any time by clicking on the Sermons, Services & Adult Sunday 
School link on our homepage at faithloves.org. 

 
HAVEN  Wednesdays, 7pm  

Join Pastor Bob for prayer and a time of reflection and a devotion. Recently, John 
Woods, Ally Cosby and Wyn Bryant have dropped in to deliver messages of 
encouragement. A link to Haven is also located on our homepage. 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR CANDIDATE 
Our Call Committee will meet with the 
lead candidate on May 15, and the 
candidate will be available for Q & A 
sessions with the congregation Saturday, 
May 16. 
 

Details will be announced and will be 
in keeping with safe gathering guidelines 
in light of the pandemic. The candidate 
will preach at both services on May 17, 
either on Facebook Live or in person if 
corporate worship is resumed 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2020 GRADUATES! 



WORSHIP FORMATION 
For the next few months I will use this space to write about the 
worship life of Faith Lutheran Church. The worship life of our 
congregation is unique in that we are one congregation with 
two distinct worship styles. How is worship traditional? How 
is worship contemporary? 
 

M uch changes. Much remains the same. Both statements 
describe Christian worship at any time in its two-thousand 

year history. The worshippers change, obviously. Beyond this, 
musical expression, artwork, language, dress, architecture 
and theology change. 
 

On the other hand, much remains the same. Translations change, 
yet we still read from the Bible. Instrumentation changes, but 
we still sing together as God’s people. We continue to create 
new works of art and architecturally enriching worship spaces 
that encourage worship. 
 

W hat does not change in worship? We are joined to Christ’s 
body in the waters of Baptism and we received his body 

and blood in Holy Communion. We pray. We are sent forth in 
mission. In worship at all times and in all places, the one 
unifying constant is the presence of Jesus Christ in Word 
and Sacrament. 
 

There is always honest debate and sometimes conflict when 
a congregation considers worship content and style. What stays 
the same? What changes? 
 

T here seem to be two camps that have emerged in worship 
styles over the last thirty years. They have been given the 

unfortunate labels “traditional” and “contemporary.” On the 
positive side of such worship conflict is the fact the church 
genuinely cares about its worship. We often disagree most 
fiercely over things that matter most to us. 
 

Such labels, however, have often led us to define worship 
in narrow categories. Sometimes this has fostered an either/or 
approach to worship rather than realizing that worship is both 
traditional and contemporary. 
 

N ext month, we’ll consider the various dimensions of the 
traditional/contemporary divide, including a discussion of 

musical style, outreach and culture. 
 

I think it is important and a blessing that, at Faith Lutheran 
Church, we are able to navigate a both/and approach to worship 
instead of an either/or approach. I commend you and our 
congregation for being open to the power of God, the presence 
of Christ and the guidance of the Holy Spirit when it comes 
to our worship together. 
 

I’ll see you in worship (either style!) 

 
 
 

 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church 

 
 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons 
and connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Have you attended Sunday School online 
with John Woods? He is live streaming after 
the 9am service on Sundays at 10:15am, on 
Facebook Live. For the past two Sundays, John 
has been discussing the letters of Paul. 
 
During the live sessions, send comments to let 
John know you like his sessions or that you have 
a question. If you miss it live, view the studies at 
another time by clicking on the Sermons, Services 
& Adult Sunday School link on our homepage at 
faithloves.org. 
 
Continue to connect with us online, until we can 
meet again in The Cup. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
by Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
 

Open: 
May 4, 3-5pm & May 18, 3-7pm 

Items Needed: 

Canned Beans (not green) • Large Soup 

Toilet Paper 4 pk • Jelly/Jam 16-19 oz 

Small Vegetable Oil • Syrup 

Detergent 34-40 oz • Dish Soap 

WOW!!! You all are wonderful to step up to make 
a difference for those in need in our community! 
The items you are shopping for and donating is 
what is keeping the pantry open. Here are some 
numbers to show what your gifts are doing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are still unable to order food and toiletry items 
in bulk quantities. Your continued support as a 
shopper is vital to our pantry. 
 

For health and wellness we wear masks and 
gloves and limit the number of volunteers who 
help on shopping days. We are doing our best to 
distance ourselves, (volunteers and recipients 
alike) and are continuing our drive up method 
to deliver food to the cars. 
 

During this time, we do not have any fellowship 
time with our guests so we gave them small cards 
with a prayer and handmade cards with uplifting 
notes. 
 

God has blessed us with you, food for the pantry, 
our volunteers and to keep going by working to-
gether. Thank you! Stay safe! 
 

Love God    Love Others    Serve 

Ages March 
 2019 

March 
 2020 

April 
2019 

April 
2020 

0–17 63 232 75 165 

18–59 109 305 123 255 

60 + 64 67 68 92 

Total 236 604 266 512 

Families 92 179 102 183 



 
 
 

Congregational Council Tuesday, May 19 

Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 
———- 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: Mondays, May 4, 3-5pm & May 18, 3-7pm 

We continue drive-up service  

Community Ministries 
Sundays August 2 & November 1, 10:15am 

———- 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

———- 

Property Team 

———- 

Faith Serves KARM 
———- 

Homeless Ministry: Salvation Army 
———- 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
———- 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Time & Location—Ladies Small Group, 9:30am 

at Cracker Barrel on Campbell Station Rd 
Call or text Lynda Primka at 865-742-2727 to confirm. 

 

Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm, TBA. 
Led by John Woods. 

———- 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 

 
 

Disaster Ministry 
Trained team members will check your smoke detectors. 

Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule. 
———- 

CCAHT Human Trafficking 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 
or suziethree@hotmail.com. 

———- 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

———- 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 

mike.3@hotmail.com. 
Jamaica Mission Trip June 13-20, 2020 

———- 

Mercy Ships  Contact Lynda Primka, 865-742-2727 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

DOWN ON THE FARM 
By Mike Niemeyer 

On the farm in Highgate, Jamaica, we are happy to  
report that we are expecting the coming months to bring 
great harvest. This should be the case throughout the 
summer. Although, challenges are presented by the  
Corona virus. Those challenges are: 
 Managing the curfew. Some of the farmers would rather be 

at their farms early in the mornings or late in the evenings 
(to work in cooler conditions, especially leading up to the 
summer months). 

 Marketing crops, with social distance being fully reinforced. 

 Indication pointing to lower demand due to closure of hotels, 
international ports, etc., which are all important consumers 
of goods. 

 Controlling those who visit the farms to avoid person-to-
person contamination. 

 To find enough money to purchase material to aid the 
sanitization process. 

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME 
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER TOGETHER AGAIN 

FROM THE HEART   By Nancy Reed 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 
Yeshua foretold of the gift of tongues. Mark 16:17, wonders 
will follow those who believe these things. In my name they 
will cast out demons and they will speak a new tongue." 
(Tongue, "Glossa" in the Greek means language.) 
 

The first time anyone spoke in tongues was Pentecost when 
the Holy Spirit was poured out to the apostles as related in 
Acts 2:4. The Apostles spoke the gospel to crowds in Jerusalem 
and what they said was understood by people who spoke 
many different languages. Acts 2:8: "How is it that each of us 
hears them in our own language" (Some translations have 
added the word "unknown" in italics, meaning the word 
unknown was added and not in the original text.) 
 

Scripture says that the tongue has incredible power. 1 Peter 
3:10 reads, "Now therefore he who desires eternal life and 
wants to see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil 
and his lips that they speak no guile." 
 

The interpretation of Acts 2:11 most widely held is the language 
miracle. Carl Henry wrote, "the sixteen or more languages at 
the Pentecost utterances were understood and recognized as 
human languages; languages that the Apostles did not know. 
Led by the Holy Spirit passers-by heard the Gospel proclaimed 
in their own languages. This was evidence of the Shekhinah 
Glory (God’s presence.) This gift of speaking in tongues was 
one of many gifts given to believers in edifying the church and 
in the building up of the body of Yeshua the Christ. 
 

As with all gifts, speaking in languages foreign to one (not 
ecstatic speech) is not necessarily a sign of spiritual maturity 
or a sign of salvation. The words spoken were controlled by 
the one speaking. 1 Corinthians 14:26, “When the Holy Spirit 
filled the Apostles on the day of Pentecost they were given 
the miraculous gift of being able to speak other languages 
that listeners understood.” (Pentecost served to edify and 
educate others.) Job 5:9: "He performs wonders that cannot 
be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted." 
 

Maybe we would see more miracles and displays of the 
Shekhinah Glory today if we would allow miracles to speak 
for themselves making sure that all glory goes to our Creator. 
Working for our Creator cannot remain an idea it must become 
an unceasing doxology. Thomas Aquinas wrote, "Miracles are 
signs not to them that believe, but to them that believe not." 
 

Henri Nouwen, "Each day holds a surprise, but only if we 
expect it can we see, hear or feel it when it comes to us." 
                  Shalom 

AFFIRM & YAYMI scheduled for June 14-19, will now 
be held online. For details, go to www.sesyouth.org. 

YOUTH EVENTS 

RACHEL DAY DIAPER DRIVE 
Rachel's Day has been observed for over 25 
years by many congregations and WELCA, nationally 
focusing on the abuse, violence, and needs of children. 
In recognition, we will collect size 3 & size 4 baby diapers 
to help the families shopping at our Shepherd of Hope 
Food Pantry. WELCA asks for your support of this ministry. 
During May look for the baby crib in the narthex to place 
donations. 



YES! WE‘RE HAVING VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 
It will be very different this year! To keep 
our children safe, we are currently looking 
at live streaming on Facebook Live at 
FaithLutheranKnoxville. Streaming into 
the homes of the parish will allow parents 

and their children to have a shared 
Vacation Bible School experience. We will 
have songs, crafts, games, Bible stories 
and more! We will announce dates & 
details soon. 



ANNIVERSARIES 
5/1 Carol & Dave Sass, 40 
5/5 Judy & Jeff Zager, 30 
5/8 Kristine & Larry Lehman, 38 
5/17 Amelia & Michael Case, 6 
 Darren & Hana Rothenberg, 12 
5/18 Wendy & Jay Carroll, 24 
5/19 Andrew & Carrie Parrott, 13 
5/20 Mary & Robert Clark, 42 
5/21 Rhonda & Rob Blackburn, 4 
 Patricia & David Mabry, 9 
5/25 Ronda & Rick McCown, 29 
5/27 Debbie & Ron Pinchok, 48 
5/28 Deb & John Mulloy, 42 
 Dorothy & Walter Paquet, 71 
5/29 Jane & Gary Dakolios, 44 
 Debra Miller & Matthew Gray, 10 
5/30 Chris & Mindy Spiller, 22 

BIRTHDAYS 
  5/1 JulieAnn 
   Fenstermaker 
  5/2 Lucas Case 
 Josh Moore 
  5/3 Jan Foss 
 Paula Morris 
 Randy Schaefer 
  5/4 Lois Simmons 
  5/5 Gary Dakolios 
 Kim Holbert 
  5/6 Tami Jansen 
 Melanie Moore 
 Brogan Oberhaus 
5/10 Lauren Hoag 
 John Shoemaker 
5/11Joe Poole 
5/12 Adam Edwards 
 Bob Morris 
 Dan Newsted 
 Sherri Ward 
 David Willis 
5/13 John Fisher 

 
5/14 Joseph Morelli 
5/16 Tricia Saylor 
5/17 Rhonda Blackburn 
 Matthew Gray 
 Ginger Grunke 
 Anthony Ragucci 
5/20 Eli Tunnell 
5/21 Lilly Cogburn 
 Debbie Ragucci 
5/22 Aubrey Holmes 
5/24 Bill Kilbey 
 Olivia Parrott 
5/25 Bridget Edwards 
 Foster Loyacano 
 Madi Matherly 
 Susan Vanacore 
5/26 Alan Morris 
5/27 Ella McDonald 
5/29 Robbie Blackwell 
 Jason Oberhaus 
5/30 John Foss 
 Elizabeth Lehman 
 Michelle Newsted 

MAY FAMILY OF FAITH 
CELEBRATIONS 

BAPTISMS 
5/1 Tyler Bauman 
 George Deichert 
 Ed Engel 
 Carol Nanney 
 Jack Ryan 
 Ben Savitz 
5/2 Ilse Pridans 
5/5 Emily Kinney 
 Mark Larsen 
 Matt Larsen 
5/6 Walter Paquet 
5/8 Rory Smith 
5/10 Lauren Hoag 
5/12 Elliana Spangler 

 
5/13 Cooper Edwards 
 Kian O’Kada 
 Kianna O’Kada 
5/15 Rebecca Nieto 
5/19 Amelia Case 
5/20 Joan Howard 
5/24 Jan Rozanski 
5/28 Adam Edwards 
 Bridget Edwards 
5/30 Nathan Rondinone 

Have a May date not 
featured here?  

Contact Mary Boring, 
966-9626 to have your 
special day recorded in 

our church records. 

Mercy Ships accomplished quite a lot in Senegal 
this year! They gave consultations to 13,963 and 
invited 1,300 people to the dockside for further 

screening. They provided 1,407 surgeries for 1,285 unique pa-
tients. (Some needed more than one surgery.) The surgeries  
included orthopedic surgeries, repairs of facial tumors, facial  
deformities, cleft lip/palate, soft tissue masses, burn contractures, 
skin tumors, hernias, cataracts and pterygiums. Clubfoot therapy 
was given to 19 children. The dental clinic was also very busy 
providing 12,945 dental procedures to 5,591 patients, as well as 
dental hygiene services for 818 people. 
 

Looking to the future, the medical capacity building will continue 
to help the people of Senegal long after the Africa Mercy departs. 
87 surgeons, nurses, therapists and anesthesia providers were 
mentored for 3,038 hours in state-of-the-art care to work in their 
countries. Plus, medical capacity building courses reached 1,201 
providers. 
 

Sadly, omen’s health surgeries for obstetric fistula and uterine 
prolapse were canceled due to COVID-19. The Africa Mercy is 
designed as a surgical specialist ship with very small wards, and 
the volunteer staff travels from around the world to participate, so 
it was not possible to carry out these surgical programs to their 
standards while protecting against the spread of the virus. 
 

Thank you for supporting this work to relieve the suffering  
of the world’s forgotten poor, following the model of Jesus.  
I have been corresponding with the 2

nd
 Graders on the ship.  

They sent the following: “I tell you do not worry about your life 
and what you will eat or drink.  But put God’s kingdom first. 
Do what he wants you to do.” Matthew 6:25 & 33. 
 

Mercy Ships continues to study the impact of COVID19 on their 
work and associated costs. It is a ripple effect, no doubt. They 
have made many adjustments and preparations to be of maxi-
mum service to our African Partners when the crisis subsides. 
Mercy Ships has had an offer of a Matching Gift to address 
COVID related expenses and activities. They are sensitive to 
the US needs at this point, but should someone wish to help they 
can, and should indicate that it is a matching gift for this effort. 
Here are some of activities that will be funded through this match: 
 

Senegal COVID-19 Response Fund (repatriating volunteer 
crew members), supporting the ship’s crew, suspending crew 
fees for essential workers while in quarantine and dry dock. 

 

PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) for Senegal, Cameroon,  
Guinea & Benin Mercy Ships made a gift of $150K to provide 
them with supplies. 

 

Remote COVID-19 training for frontline workers—Dr. Glenn 
Strauss is working with Mercy partners to provide training for 
these countries to prepare them to care for their communities 
safely and effectively during this crisis. 
 

(Note: Mercy Ships is the charitable organization that runs the 
Africa Mercy and soon the Global Mercy. The US Navy hospital 
ship Hope inspired founder Don Stephens decades ago. The 
present Navy hospital ships are named the USNS Mercy and 
USNS Comfort. (Mercy Ships and the USNS Mercy are not the 
same organization.) 

 

If you would like to see some of the work for yourself, here is 
a link on YouTube to a video of the story of Mariama: https://
youtu.be/k8JFJSvKu-c. And here is the link to the collection of 
videos on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/mercyships 
videos/videos. 

UPDATE By Lynda Primka 

https://youtu.be/k8JFJSvKu-c
https://youtu.be/k8JFJSvKu-c
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SAVE THE DATE — COME ENJOY THE SPIRIT 
OF THE KNOXVILLE OPERA GOSPEL CHOIR! 
 

Mark your calendar now for February 27, 2021 as we have 
engaged the Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir to perform here at 
Faith Lutheran Church! The group is comprised of 50 singers 
and instrumentalists representing 20 churches from counties 
in and around Knoxville and Nashville. 
 
20201 will be their 11

th
 year of performances and their goal is 

to unite all people in communal love through an eclectic com-
bination of repertoire. Jeanie Turner Melton is the choir direc-
tor and Brian Salesky the "maestro." The concert will be about 
an hour and a half. This will be an exciting, spirit-filled musical 
event, so plan to invite your family and friends! 


