AUGUST 2020

Vol 43, Issue 8

OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

2021 LEADERSHIP SLATE

†

By Laura Beardsley

Our congregation elects members of Faith Lutheran Church from
a slate of candidates to take leadership positions for those terms
that become vacant at the end of 2020. We are searching for 3
council members and 4 new nominating team members.
If you are interested in serving our congregation in the capacity of
any of these positions, contact llbeardsley@charter.net or
call 719-6346 for more information. Thank you for your prayerful
consideration.

FIRST COMMUNION

First Communion will be celebrated on Christ the
King Sunday, November 22. Celebrating will be
Katie Lehner, Shaun Allred and Matthew Allred.

“Walk by Faith”
turns out to be quite an appropriate name for our project to make
Faith Lutheran Church more welcoming. This project is definitely
a journey with many small steps,
but progress continues.
The HVAC system is within days
of being finished! Hooray! The
property committee, headed by
Charlie Pfrommer and Gary
Dakolios, has also found an engineer to plan improvements for the
parking lot, and the council has
approved hiring the engineer.
Three bids for insulation, which
will make our HVAC system
more energy efficient, have been
gathered and the best bid will be
presented to the council. They
are also talking to contractors to
consider the possibility of a sprinkler system for the landscaping.
The Kitchen and The Cup
remodeling steps are a bit more

IN-PERSON & ONLINE
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

We resumed in-person worship services on
June 14 after moving our services online to
Facebook Live on March 22. We have
invested in a camera system and continue
to stream our worship in addition to in-person
services. We continue to observe safe health
procedures each Sunday with no fellowship
gathering in The Cup and no children’s
Sunday School classes until further notice.
Other ministries will resume when safe.
The adult Sunday School class and the Tuesday Bible study meet in The Cup with social
distancing.

VBS FUN CONTINUES . . .

UPDATE

By Lynda Primka

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.
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complicated. Remodeling the kitchen and The Cup gives us an opportunity to create something new,
to do more than replace or repair
malfunctioning parts. This project
gives us an opportunity to create
a more welcoming and functional
fellowship space, and to organize
and enhance our existing area
with an efficient workflow. This
means the planning needs to be
even more careful. The kitchen
committee, headed by Alice Pigott
and Connie Rist, presented the
architect’s rendering of a new
design for The Cup to the council
just last week. Council has asked
the Property Team to join with
Alice Pigott and Connie Rist to
help solidify a plan by soliciting
contractors’ estimates for the
project. The kitchen committee
also has a kitchen design that will
work with The Cup. More work
ahead!
We are all looking forward to the
times when we can fellowship
once more!

We still have craft kits and
it’s not too late to take part
in our Vacation Bible School
adventure!
Here are some compliments we received:
 My 9 year-old great-granddaughter,
Hadley, completed Vacation Bible
School. Although ordinarily easily
distracted, she stayed focused on each
day's activities. She developed an
"earworm" for the HOPE song and
listened to it repeatedly.
 I admit, I enjoyed the series, too. You
all did a great job. Hadley enjoyed Rev.
Wyn and his stories. She wondered if
he was actually reading from the book
or had embellished them so they had
more appeal, especially about the lions
having a great breakfast, too. Hadley
is quite artistic and loves crafts, so she
did all the crafts.
 Thanks Scarlett and Lynda.
Many thanks to Pastor Bob, Melissa
Horning, Rev. Wyn Bryant, Lynda Primka
and the Parrott family.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
TRADITION & TRADITIONAL IN WORSHIP
For the last three months, I have used this space to write about the
worship life of Faith Lutheran Church. Let’s continue this month by
considering Tradition and Traditional.
It is helpful to make a distinction between these words “tradition”
and “traditional” when considering worship. All worship, traditional
or contemporary, is identical in many ways.

S

ome things that have been handed down to us (including worship) are cherished and valued. Whatever style of worship we
favor, we value tradition. There’s a reason we keep Great
Grandma’s recipe for pumpkin pie. There’s a reason we remember
the fallen soldiers on Memorial Day. If we do not honor what has
been passed down, we live without respect. We believe in the
“communion of saints,” recognizing that God’s people of all times
and places have value.
This is not the same as favoring what is traditional because “this is
the way it has always been done.” That is idolatry, making a god
of our own customs and preferences. This happens often regarding
music in worship. Whether traditional or contemporary, we can
become so focused on the music in a worship service that we
neglect the role of music. The purpose of music in a worship service
is to honor and advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

W

orship protects what has been handed down to us, not for
its own sake, but for the sake of the Gospel. The received
pattern of worship we use in both our traditional and contemporary
services is not a museum piece to be preserved. It is a pattern that
evolved and adapted to situations of time and place through history.
Even the Church herself is threatened should it fail to claim the
great treasures of the Gospel. When it comes to worship, either
careless practice or rigid uniformity distorts the power of the gift.
As the Church seeks to be the Body of Christ to the world, we
honor tradition. But we also ask what needs to change for the sake
of the Gospel in our particular context.
Even our contemporary worship service is orthodox and traditionbound in that it contains traditional Lutheran liturgical worship
elements such communion, Bible reading, preaching, singing, etc.
The style is contemporary but the content is tradition bound.
And our traditional service becomes contemporary as we sing
recently written liturgies, read up to date Biblical translations and
join our voices in new hymns.

F

aith Lutheran Church remains committed to Gospel-centered
worship. We seek to find styles that best convey our message
that Jesus is Lord and encourage our mission to love God, love
others, serve.

FOOD PANTRY NEWS
By Jan Darnell
shephopepantry@gmail.com

Open: August 3, 3-5pm & 17, 3-7pm
Items Needed

Vegetable Oil • Jelly / Jam • Large Soup
Shampoo • Conditioner • Toilet Paper
Deodorant

This month, I would like to thank a very special
group of volunteers who have given so much
of themselves since the Covid 19 outbreak.
They show up each month on the first and
third Mondays to keep the pantry open. They
obtain guest information (in case of a food
recall), pack food bags and take bags of food
to the open trunks while our visitors stay
in their cars. In their spare time, they collect
the donated food, sort it and place it on the
shelves – readying it for our guests to receive.
As the virus continues to spread in our area,
I am still unable to order food by the case
as we did a couple of months ago. We still
rely very heavily on our contributors to keep us
open and to watch for the items that are needed
most and to drop them off any time in the baskets
outside the church entrance.
God has blessed us in so many ways and with
so many special people. Thank you for being
one of them and for your continued support
of our pantry!

Love God. Love Others. Serve.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Pastor Stelter will meet with recent
worship visitors, inquirers and those
who want to know more about Faith
Lutheran Church on two Sundays,
August 16 and 23 at 10:15 in the library. New
members will be received during worship on
Sunday, August 30. If you’d like to join our
church family, contact Pastor Bob.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

John Woods continues to lead the study of
The Historical Jesus each Sunday at
10:15am in The Cup. Be sure to join us
for this interesting study.

Next month, we’ll discuss worship and culture. Until then, I’ll see
you in worship!
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church
Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and
connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville.

FaithLutheranKnoxville

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
Open: August 3, 3-5pm & August 17, 3-7pm
We continue drive-thru service.
———

Congregational Council Tuesday, August 18
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN
Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, August 1, noon
———

Community Ministries
Sunday, November 1, 10:15am
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, August 20, 9am
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———

Property Team
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———

WELCA Anna Esther Circle
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Ladies Small Group, 9:30am
Cracker Barrel on Campbell Station Rd
Call or text Lynda Primka at 742-2727 to confirm.
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods.

OUTREACH
Wednesday Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm
———

Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule.
———

CCAHT Human Trafficking
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705
or suziethree@hotmail.com.
———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or
mike.3@hotmail.com.
Jamaica Mission Trip January 2 - 9, 2021
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727
———

Salvation Army Shelter Visit
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585

FROM THE HEART

By Nancy Reed

FOLLOWSHIP

Yeshua began his public ministry by being baptized in the Jordon
River by his cousin John. After this event, Yeshua began the process
of choosing his first twelve disciples. It was no accident that He
chose twelve; God’s chosen people were divided into twelve tribes
and in scripture the number twelve also represents anointed service.
On the surface it would appear He needed a course in social-political
networking. He chose an unlikely group, but when they were called
they did not hesitate to follow Him. Their desire and willingness to
follow Yeshua would be the basis for their identities. And follow Him
they did, but not without their own personal and petty arguments
over who was the best or who was most important. (This was
all part of their maturing process.)
Luke 10:1 "After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent
them two by two ahead of Him to every place and city to which
He was to go."
The disciple Peter understood failure. He loved Yeshua and believed
he could never deny Him, but he did eventually. Instantly he was
filled with great sorrow, remorse and self-loathing.
This helps to humanize the first disciples and also helps to uncover
traditions that would obscure the picture of Yeshua and the twelve
followers who had dropped everything to follow this man from
Nazareth. The disciples didn't have any denominational affiliations
as we do today. No Baptists or Methodists or Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, Presbyterian or Anglican. No claims to be Pentecostal
or Evangelical, Conservative or Liberal, just the overwhelming desire
to follow our Savior. That was it. (So simple.) And follow Him they
did.....and so must we.
2nd Corinthians 4:5 "For we do not preach about ourselves, but
about Christ our Lord, and as to ourselves, we are your servants
for Christ’s sake."
2nd Timothy1:9 " He has saved us and called us to a holy life not
because of anything we have done but because of His purpose
and grace."
Grace and truth will in turn give rise to courage. Following Christ has
always demanded courage . . . never more than today. "Take courage.
Get up. Yeshua is calling you." --Mark 10:49
Shalom

DOWN ON THE FARM

By Mike Niemeyer

After enduring great difficulties in the past three (plus) months,
and even as we continue to fight a global pandemic, RAISE
Jamaica is pleased to report a relatively good month.
Farm Activities
On the farm, we are happy to report that we are in a stage of
harvesting each farm, with the exception of Kevin and McGhie
who will be harvesting later in the summer and in the year.
• Mr. Riley has harvested pumpkin, plantain, hot pepper, watermelon
and pineapple and is currently preparing to plant the next crop.
• Mrs. Thomas is a revelation! She has demonstrated that if a farmer
is disciplined in following a plan, production will follow. She has
harvested J75,000 ($515) in crops this season.
• Jeffrey has harvested plantain and sugar cane.
• Hopeton and Henry harvested sweet pepper, cabbage and plantain.
• Russell has harvested plantain, banana and apple.
• Kevin has crops in the field that will be harvested soon.
• McGhie is a new farmer beginning a new farm on the property.
• There is a total of 82 goats between all the farmers—6 newborn this
month!

Please continue to pray for the success of RAISE as a farm but
more importantly to help bring more people to Christ.

You can still participate in Vacation Bible School.
The link is posted on the homepage of our website.
Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville!

COUNCIL CORNER

by Doug Goins
Like most people I was prepared for the
apocalypse. SKS, 303, shotguns, along
with knives, MREs and a camouflaged
Bible. I even had a cabin in the mountains
and extra special weapons in case this
was the zombie apocalypse. But then the
apocalypse went viral.
We couldn’t see it, but thousands began
to get sick and die. Stores were emptied
and toilet paper became the coin of the
realm. I went into Ingles and for the first
time in the history of man the shelves
were empty of SPAM! Stores closed. We
couldn’t have live worship services, but
we adapted and went on the internet.
The Holy Spirit kept our worship alive and
thriving and eventually SPAM returned.

of verses that have helped me since the
apocalypse went viral.

Give your Fears to Jesus —

I know the plans I have for you . . . plans
to prosper and not harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.
Jeremiah 29:11

True Worship —

Come, let us bow down in worship, let us
kneel before the Lord our Maker; for He
is our God and we are the people of His
pasture, the flock under his care.

Psalm 95:6-7 NIV

We have had to adjust our worship of the
Lord during this time, but what is worship?
In its truest sense it takes place when
our full attention is on God—on His glory,
His power, His majesty, His love, His
Everyone went into house arrest to avoid compassion. If we are honest, we will have
contact with the virus and the economy
to admit that this doesn’t happen often.
ground to a halt. Since I was in the high
There are just too many distractions.
middle ages I was more susceptible to the So no matter how we worship, try to
plague and I could only see my grandkids focus with your full attention on the One
from my door. Time became compressed you are worshiping.
– an Einstein equation, and I missed calls,
appointments and opportunities to win a
The world is different now, but Faith
free vacation. This has all been exacerLutheran Church is moving forward . . .
bated by the tragic death in Minneapolis
walking by faith. I praise the Lord for
and the protests morphing into riots.
getting us this far, and keeping us a
strong and faithful family.
We are living in unusual times; times
when the Word of God helps us navigate
through the craziness. Here are a couple
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AUGUST
ALTAR FLOWERS

8/9

Kris & Larry Lehman
in memory of Kris’
parents
Barbara & Dave
Birkholz in honor of
of their 22nd wedding
anniversary

8/16 Barbara & Dave
Birkholz in memory
of Linda Lawing
8/23 Barbara & Dave
Birkholz in memory
of Edna Birkholz
8/30 Barbara & Dave
Birkholz in honor
of Leo Savilisky,
Barbara’s father

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS
BIRTHDAYS
8/1
8/2
8/3
8/4

8/5
8/6
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/11
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/16

Danny Pressley
Jackson Fisher
Peyton Sandidge
Mike Niemeyer
Abby Dean
Nancy Dean
Hudson Huebner
Dan O’Kada
Tyler Bird
Kristie Turner
John Mulloy
Jan Bishop
Rob Blackburn
Reavis Baird
Jay Carroll
Connie Schmid
Adam Schmid
Doug Bales
Phil Cobble
Jasmine Holbert
Joy Crosby
Michelle Fenstermaker
Lisa Johnson
Lois Engel
Anna Sass
Doug Goins

Sandy Larson
8/16 Carson Pettet
Dr. Ted Primka
Donald Smith
8/18 Jean Enderson
Sophie Frost
8/20 Morgan Monteagudo
Sue Niemeyer
Reneé Stone
8/21 Richard Lehner
8/22 Vicki Adams
Julie Jeter
Paula Nelson
Linda Shoemaker
8/23 Jett Lang
8/24 Cheryl Dunlop
8/25 Ron Pinchok
8/26 Gloria Fife
8/27 Jeanne Ahlgren
8/29 Brynna Oberhaus
Carol Schaefer
Pat Weaver
8/30 Donna Deichert
Deb Mulloy
Greg Schaefer
Valerie Taylor

BAPTISMS
8/1

8/2
8/8
8/16
8/19
8/20
8/21
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/30
8/31

Katie Brown
Jason Oberhaus
Allison Pressley
Ella Puterbaugh
Brianna Saylor
Mark Rozanski
Judy Zager
Brooks Huebner
Haley Bauman
Emily Norris
Donald Smith
Ben Thompson
Wes Jeter
Morgan Monteagudo
Brigitte Williams
Chase Patterson
Julie Ann Fenstermaker
Eric Johnson
Madison Sandidge
Noah Weaver
Greg Schaefer
Dr. Ted Primka

ANNIVERSARIES
8/5
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/13
8/14
8/16
8/20
8/22
8/23
8/27

Paul & Kristie Turner, 12
Tim & Reneé Stone, 10
Dave & Barbara Birkholz, 22
Brad & Paula Nelson, 45
Steve & Jan Darnell, 46
Annette & Bimal Pal, 24
Alan & Darla Berdal, 37
John & Jan Foss, 67
George & Mary Herbold, 40
Steve & Connie Schmid, 37
Larry & Deanne Benorden, 33
Doug & Marie Gerrick, 23
Harold & Loni Peters, 49

Have an August date not featured here?
Contact Mary Boring,
966-9626 to have your special day
recorded in our church records.

Faith Lutheran Church
225 Jamestowne Boulevard
Knoxville, TN 37934
www.faithloves.org

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
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and lean not on your own understanding.
acknowledge him,
and He will make your paths straight.

In all your ways

Proverbs 3:5-6

S TAFF
M EMBERS
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Pastor
pastorbob@faithloves.org
Mich Walters
Choirmaster/Organist
Allison (Ally) Cosby
Director of Contemporary
Worship Band
Mary Boring
Office Manager
mary@faithloves.org
Phylis Garrison
Publications
Tiffany Crutchfield
Nursery Care Giver
Barbara Birkholz
Finance Secretary
Mildred Fenske
Prayer Chain Coordinator
gomer2@hotmail.com
Stephen Zell
Audio/Visual Tech

UPDATE

By Lynda Primka

Mercy Ships provides life changing surgery to the
poorest of the poor in Subsaharan Africa. The
need is massive. But Dr. Gary Parker, chief medical officer and
maxillofacial surgeon for Mercy Ships, focuses on one patient
at a time. “We can’t change the whole world, but we can change
someone’s world. And each team we train can do the same.”

2020 C OUNCIL
M EMBERS
Deb Miller
President
Andrew Parrott
Vice President

Mercy Ships mentors and trains African surgeons and their
teams in every country they visit. As an example, in 2018 they
returned to Conakry, Guinea and expected to see about 100
people with cleft lips and palates in their initial screening of 6,000
people. But they only found 6! The two surgeons Dr. Parker had
mentored in Conakry performed 323 cleft lip and palate repairs
in the 18 months before the ship arrived.

Christina Landau
Secretary

To overcome the hardships of poverty, people need hope. Each
time someone goes home from a Mercy Ships surgery, hope
goes home with them. Dr. Parker says, “For hope to be credible
in the future, hope needs to be tangible in the present.” We at
Faith Lutheran can help provide that hope by joining with Mercy
Ships in prayer, giving, and volunteering. For more information,
see mercyships.org, look for Mercy Ships on Instagram or ask
Lynda Primka at lprimka@gmail.com.

George Herbold

Tim Stone
Treasurer
Doug Goins

Mike Niemeyer
Randy Schaefer
Randy Stewart

NEWS FROM THE FAMILY OF FAITH

. . . Congratulations to BRIANNA, WILL & BRIAN
SAYLOR, who all became Taekwondo black belts
in July! . . .

FaithLutheran
Knoxville

