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UPDATE 
By Lynda Primka 
 

Good news! We 
have been faithfully walking and 
are close to one of our big goals! 
Our new HVAC system is almost 
complete. A new HVAC system 
was one of our biggest needs, 
both in expense and in impact 
on the comfort of the building. 
To have this work finished short-
ly after the first year of our three 
year appeal is wonderful. 
 
Thanks be to God who guides 
us and provides for us, to all the 
people who worked on this pro-
ject, to all the people who gave 
generously, and to everyone 
praying and supporting our 
work! 
 
To enhance the functioning of 
our HVAC system, the building 
needs to be better insulated. We 
have bids for insulation from 
three vendors. The property 

committee is meeting to get final 
bids. For the parking lot, we are 
still working on getting a third 
engineering quote. 
 
More good news! The “kitchen” 
committee has a beautiful first 
plan for the improvement of The 
Cup and coffee bar. They are 
working with our  architect Lee 
Ingram. The committee had 
some suggestions for the draw-
ing and Mr. Ingram is working 
on more options. The committee 
decided to focus on The Cup 
first, since COVID-19 will prevent 
us from really using the kitchen. 
Having a design for The Cup 
and coffee bar will be a big step 
forward. Can’t wait to see it! 
 
The state of the pandemic 
sometimes makes it difficult to 
look beyond the present. Our 
Walk by Faith appeal is a plan 
for the future, a plan that hopes 
and trusts in the Lord, who is 
with us always. 
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We’re Back To In-Person 
Worship Services  

 

We resumed in-person worship services on June 14 after 
pausing for the coronavirus pandemic. We are happy that we 
did not cancel worship services, but instead, moved our 
services to Facebook Live every Sunday beginning March 22. 
 

Significant times in our worship services: Lent, Palm Sunday, 
Holy Week, Easter, the Easter season, Pentecost and Holy 
Trinity Sunday were all presented online. 
 

We continue to observe safe health procedures during worship. 
We will not have fellowship gatherings in The Cup, children’s 
Sunday School classes or nursery care for now. 
 

Adult Sunday School and Tuesday afternoon Bible study meet 
with social distancing. Other ministries will resume when safe. 

 

Help 
Opportunity 
Prayer 
Endurance 

 

Vacation Bible School, July 6 - 9 
Melissa Horning & Lynda Primka have a new 
way to bring Vacation Bible School to your home 
this summer! During the week of July 6, their 
team will deliver Bible stories, songs, crafts and 
games via the internet (Facebook & YouTube). 
 

Our theme is HOPE and each day features one 
of these stories: Daniel & the Lions’ Den, Jesus 
in the Desert, Jonah, and The Fiery Furnace 
(Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego). These sto-
ries recall Biblical times when people felt alone 
and scared, but God was always there to protect 
them and keep them safe just like our present 
reality with the coronavirus. 
 

Kits including craft supplies, song lyrics and 
snack ingredients lists will be available to pick 
up at the West entrance to the church beginning 
June 29, 1 per child. 
 

Thanks to our production crew: Melissa Horning, 
Lynda Primka, Pastor Bob, Carrie Parrott, Wyn 
Bryant, Andrew Parrott and Scarlett Parrott. 

 
The H.O.P.E. Song 

by Pastor Bob Stelter 
Chorus:  Hope, hope, hope. 

Gotta have hope, hope, hope. 
Hope, hope, hope. 
Gotta have hope, hope, hope. 
 

Verse: H: Help, O: Opportunity, 
P: Prayer, E:Endurance. 
What’s that spell? HOPE! 
H: Help, O: Opportunity, 
P: Prayer, E:Endurance. 
What’s that spell? HOPE! 
 

Chorus 
 

Rap: Hope is some holy life insurance. 
Hope gives strength and endurance. 
When you’re out in the street 

in the summertime heat, 
just stay cool and shuffle your feet. 

Feel that holy power, each and every hour, 
shout it out from the garden tower. 

Just stay natural, just say cool. 
Hope, hope, hope, I pity the fool! 

 

Chorus 



Worship as a Matter of Evangelism 
 

For the last two months, I have used this space to write about the 
worship life of Faith Lutheran Church. Let’s continue this month 
by considering the importance of hospitality and evangelism.  
 

O ne of the issues surrounding the discussion of worship is a 
genuine concern that all are welcomed. Some congregations 

fear that if worship looks and sounds different from the surrounding 
culture, it will not be hospitable to “seekers.” (Actually, seekers 
is an unfortunate label in this discussion, as we are all seekers of 
something and especially seekers of God.) 
 
The concerns of worship hospitality are justified. Sometimes 
assemblies have “always done it that way” and have not given 
careful thought to how their worship appears to someone visiting 
for the first time. Congregations can be closed and worship can 
appear to be for insiders only. True hospitality goes beyond worship 
style. People (the worship leaders and gathered assembly), not the 
worship style, determine how welcoming an assembly is. 
 

S omething new can be inviting even in its strangeness.  When 
we begin the traditional service at the baptismal font with a time 

of confession, it may cause a visitor to pause and think about the 
importance of coming clean before God prior to worshiping God. 
Something “traditional” can be new. 
 
Likewise, at the contemporary service when we use a style of 
music that thrives on a rhythmic accompaniment of drums, bass 
guitar, keyboards and electric guitar, the congregation is being 
welcoming of diverse worship styles.  Being welcoming needs 
a broad, more inclusive tone. 
 

R elated to this concern of worship hospitality is evangelism. For 
me, worship is the primary evangelism event of our congrega-

tion each week. It is our chance to present Christ to those looking 
for Him. Worship is more than “Join our church.” It is “Join our way 
of life!” Sharing the good news goes way beyond worship style. 
 
Increasingly, adults seeking a church home will not be baptized. 
They may be unfamiliar with the basics of the Christian faith. Many 
have never received Holy Communion regularly. In worship, we 
have the opportunity to focus not on attracting new members, but 
on making new disciples. 
 
As newcomers begin to understand worship in a more nuanced 
way, they begin to discover the richness of the ways of faith. In 
every gathering of Christians in worship, God is acting to empower 
us for mission.  
 

W orship should always be engaging, inclusive and welcoming. 
We seek to invite others to Christ in all that we do, especially 

during worship. 
 
Next month, we’ll discuss the distinction between tradition and 
traditional. Until then, I’ll see you in worship! 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church 

 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and 
connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
by Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
 

Open 
July 6, 3-5pm & July 20, 3-7pm 

Items Needed 

•  Canned Fruit 

•  Rice 

•  Cereal 10-12 oz (no extra sugar) 

•  Jelly / Jam (plastic container if possible) 

•  Vegetable Oil (small bottles) 

•  Deodorant 

•  Toothpaste 

•  Dish soap (10-12 oz) 
 

Since March your donations continue to fill our 
grocery carts and keep our outreach mission 
alive! Thank you for stepping up to make a  
difference for those in need in our community! 
YOUR efforts to shop and donate keep the  
pantry doors open.  
 

We are still unable to order food and toiletry 
items in bulk quantities along with other items 
that fly off the shelf in the grocery stores. Your 
continued support as a shopper is vital to our 
ministry. 
 

Our health and wellness policies continue as all 
volunteers wear masks and gloves and limit the 
number of volunteers who help on shopping days. 
We are doing our best to distance 6 feet apart 
(volunteers and recipients alike) and are contin-
uing the drive-thru to deliver food to the cars. 
 

Our volunteers keep up the pace stocking 
shelves, bagging groceries and briefly take a 
moment or two to welcome  the folks in line to 
pick up groceries. We have a great team! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
God has truly blessed us with YOU! Without 
your food donations our pantry wouldn’t be able 
to continue to feed those who are in need. 
Thank you for being part of this great team! 
Stay safe! 
 

Love God    Love Others    Serve 

Empty Shelves 
ready for your 

donation! 



 
 
 

 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: Mondays, July 6, 3-5pm & July 20, 3-7pm 

We continue drive-thru service. 

——— 
 

Congregational Council Tuesday, July 21 

Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 
 

 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, August 1, noon 

——— 
 

Community Ministries 
Sundays August 2 & November 1, 10:15am 

——— 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

——— 
 

Property Team 
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

——— 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
——— 

 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Ladies Small Group, 9:30am 

@ Cracker Barrel on Campbell Station Rd 
Call or text Lynda Primka at 742-2727 to confirm. 

 

Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm 
Led by John Woods. 

 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

——— 
 

Disaster Ministry 
A trained team member will check your 

home smoke detectors. 
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule. 

——— 
 

CCAHT Human Trafficking 
Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 
or suziethree@hotmail.com. 

——— 
 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

——— 
 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 

mike.3@hotmail.com. 
Jamaica Mission Trip January 2 - 9, 2021 

——— 
 

Mercy Ships 
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 

——— 
 

Salvation Army Shelter Visit 
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME 
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER TOGETHER AGAIN 

FROM THE HEART   By Nancy Reed 

I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU LIFE & DEATH 
 
Deuteronomy 30:15 "See I have set before you this day life 
and good, and death and misfortune.” What does this 
mean? Choosing life first of all, involves loving and trust-
ing in our Father-God. Deuteronomy presents this love as 
much more than emotion. "You shall love God, your God 
with all your heart, all yourself and all your might.” Loving 
our Father is a whole person experience involving the heart, 
mind and soul. There are very few moments, each day, 
without the opportunity to choose life, because the choice 
between death and life are always before us. 
 
Joshua said "Choose for yourself this day, whom you will 
serve." Yeshua said, "The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the fullest." To love God is not to have a purely 
intellectual or emotional experience. This I believe, is why 
Scripture suggests meditating on our Father’s word allowing 
our mind and spirit to be renewed daily (Meditation takes 
information and turns it into revelation.) 
 
Choosing life involves a holistic commitment to live for our 
Father in every area of our life. Choosing life also involves 
following our Father’s example, and His commandments 
(they are not just a suggestion) which is often viewed as 
burdensome or impossible. Love the Lord with our whole 
self, this is the way to life. 
 
Psalm 1-6 "For the Lord knows the way of the righteous but 
the way of the ungodly shall perish." Henri Nouwen "The true 
challenge of living is to make service to others the manifesta-
tion and celebration of our total and undivided service to 
God. Only when all our service finds its source and goal in 
God can we be free from the desire for power and proceed 
to serve others for their sake and not our own. Prayer with-
out action grows into powerless pietism, and action without 
prayer degenerates into questionable manipulation." 
 
CHOOSE LIFE: That’s what our Father asks of us, and 
there isn't a moment in which we do not have that choice to 
make in our thoughts, words, actions and non-actions. The 
choice to choose life starts in our innermost being the deep-
est part of our soul. When scripture states our Father puts 
life and death before us He is telling us that every choice we 
make from birth to death matters. (Sometimes our Father 
allows a Goliath in our life for us to find the David within.) 
 
C.S. Lewis "I believe Christianity as I believe the sun has 
risen. Not only because I see it but because by it I see every-
thing else." 1st Peter says "You are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a Holy nation, a peculiar people: that you 
should show forth the praise of Him who has called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light." Choose life—that’s 
what our Father is asking of each of us. 
                      Shalom 

FaithLutheranKnoxville 



Join us for Vacation Bible School July 6 - 9 on Facebook & YouTube 
• Bible Stories • Songs • Crafts • Games 

 

Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville! 



ANNIVERSARIES 
  7/5  Carol Bently & Jim Nicolosi, 6 
         Sherrie & Brandon Ward, 2 
  7/8  Debbie & Bob Moore, 48 
  7/9  Roy & Michelle Fenstermaker, 37 
         Elaine & Gary Mount, 48 
7/11  Kristi & Morgan Thomas, 22 
7/13  Abby & Travis Dean, 1 
7/14  Andrea & Jakob Myers, 13 
7/15  Jan Bishop & Peter Schlake, 14 
7/18  Debby & John Palatinus, 50 
         Lisa & Donald Smith, 28 
7/19  Terry & Craig Runger, 51 
7/20  Trish & Steve Holley, 18 
7/25  Myra & Dale Rothenberg, 50 
7/31  Jessica & Brett Huebner, 16 

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS 
  7/1  Ethan Gray  
  Dale Rothenberg 
  7/2  Mary Herbold 
  7/3  Ally Cosby  
  Lynn Garrison 
  Bonnie Legako 
  Tom Mann 
  Heather McDonald 
  Darren Rothenberg 
  Barbara Strand 
  7/5  Elaine Mount 
  7/6  Calvin Giles 
  Jordan Kilbey 
  7/8  Zach Enderson 
7/11  Kristi Thomas 
7/12  Doug Gerrick 
  Bill Steele 
7/14  Carmen Larsen 
7/15  Daniel Moore 
  Annette Pal 
  Judy Zager 

7/16 Jay Ahlgren 
  Matt Cogburn 
  Katie Lehner 
  Emily Norris 
  Linda Swenson 
  Cortlyn Titsworth 
  Dylan Willis 
7/17  Mary Blackburn 
  Terry Runger 
7/19  Donna Connors 
7/20  Barbara Bird 
7/21  Brandon Ward 
7/22  Ron Grunke 
7/23  Rodney Bauman 
  Ryan McCown 
  Talia Pohl 
7/24  Alex Primka 
7/28  Matt Echols 
7/29  Mary Beth Blake 
  Ed Engel 
  Isa Keenan-Liakh 
 

7/30 Wes Jeter 
 Greg Zager 
7/31 Steve Dean 
 Karen Koran 
  

BAPTISMS 
  7/1  Jim Lang 
  7/4  Erin Mabry 
  7/5  Jonas Greenman 
  7/5  Kim Holbert  
7/12  Eleanor Rakowski 
7/12  Bill Steele  
7/14  Ursula Dunlop  
7/15  Reagan Green 
7/19  Joe Poole 
7/20  Eliana Rosa  
7/21  Dan Primka  
7/25  Linda Swenson 
7/26  Shirley Campbell  
7/27  Aynsleigh Martin 
7/30  Jeff Larsen 
  Kristine Lehman 
7/31  Sam Howard 

Have a July date not featured here? 
Contact Mary Boring, 

966-9626 to have your special day 
recorded in our church records. 

WHY CHURCH? By Richard Lehner 

Richard Lehner, member of Faith Lutheran Church, raises pointed 
questions about modern day faith and what it means to attend church. 

 
We go to "THE CHURCH" Sunday morning. It's fantastic 
and the best CHURCH!  
 
What truly is the identity of Faith Lutheran Church and 
does it differ from any other Christian church? 
I can go to most any Christian church and still keep my Lu-
theran beliefs. I can pray and worship the same. Will it real-
ly be much different? The buildings look different, some 
bigger some smaller. Some richer some poorer. Some with 
smaller bands or choirs and some with bands that can out-
do most professional performers. Congregations may be 
bigger or smaller. The priest, pastor, reverend or preacher 
may be louder, some with fire and brimstone. Some more 
structured in holy rituals and practices. 
 
Are we as church members spiritual or religious? 
What is the new order in religion? Or is it just spirituality? 
As followers of Jesus, are our daily sins really an 
issue? In fact, sins are very easily forgiven so can we 
easily and immediately sin again? Were the Ten 
Commandments obsolete when the New Testament 
was written, with Jesus to forgive sins? I must say 
Jesus seems far more easy going than God based on the 
Old Testament. Can we do anything and everything and 
have humans judge us since the final judgement is at 
the end? Is it up to our own personal God to judge us? 
The God each person knows individually? Do we prom-
ise everyone a place in Heaven if they believe in God? 
Do we truly need church? Is church within each of us 
individually with a personal belief system? Who will 
really go to heaven? Can it really be everyone and 
why not? 
 
In most churches, no one totally agrees on specifically 
everything. Therefore, do we really have a religion or 

 
just spirituality in today's world? Is church just a 
denomination one chooses? A place to go to make 
one feel better? Do we choose a building based looks? 
Do we choose to hang with the cool crowd? The big 
church on Pellissippi is beautiful, does that make 
it better? Seeing other large churches, are they 
businesses? Are some businesses doing better than 
others? Do they send more people to heaven? Why 
is bigger more popular? If more popular, do they 
have an "in" with God? 
 
Does our Faith Lutheran Church mean anything different 
than Faith Promise Church or Faith Lutheran Church 
in Oak Ridge? Do we attend to be a part of a group 
and feel important? Is it the music? Is it acceptance 
from others? Is it just the brick and mortar part of the 
church building that we love? Do we individually show 
up with our very own belief systems? In my "inner" 
church, can I change, delete and add beliefs? I can 
justify this because it is what I believe, surely God is 
forgiving if I'm incorrect. Most importantly should I teach 
my daughter that this is our religion and our way to 
a relationship with God? 
 
The two main reasons I go to our church are that I am 
moved by the Spirit and for the fellowship. 
 
What is your insight? Are you religious or spiritual? 
Are we Lutherans or do we just attend a Lutheran 
church? Maybe none of this matters and it's only the 
end of the game that counts. Maybe we're all winners and 
get a small trophy for our participation. Do we get a bigger 
trophy if we participate more? Do we get a better cloud 
in heaven with the coolest people? Is this religion 
and way to a relationship with Jesus and God? Will it 
continue and look like it does now? Will my daughter, 
Katie, at some point, go to "The Church"? Will she 
actually need to go to a church building? 
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Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
was not clothed like one of these. 

Matthew 6:28, 29 

“It is for freedom 
that Christ has set us free. 
 

             Galatians 5:3 

NEWS FROM THE FAMILY OF FAITH 
 

. . . On June 11, MYLES COOPER celebrated his 
graduation from Ridgedale Alternative School! . . . 
Congratulations and blessings to AMANDA 

MITCHELL and ETHAN ROSENBLUM, married on June 14 by 
Pastor Stelter in Tellico Plains . . . Marriage blessings also for 
REBECCA STEWART and JOE CALDERON, who were married 
on June 20 by Pastor Stelter in the backyard of Ann and Randy 
Stewart . . . 

Why does Mercy Ships focus on Africa?  
In sub-Saharan Africa, more than 93% of the people 

cannot get surgery that is safe, affordable and available. In  
Africa, if your child is born with a cleft lip, or your daughter 
suffers an injury delivering your grandchild, or you start going 
blind from cataracts, very likely there is no help for you. The 
Lancet Commission on Global Surgery estimates 18 million people 
die each year from lack of safe surgery. Many of those people 
live within 100 miles of the coast, within traveling distance of a 
port. By going to a port in Africa, Mercy Ships can bring free 
surgery to suffering people. 
 
Mercy Ships can see that the need for surgery is far greater 
than they can directly provide. So the second part of Mercy 
Ships’ mission is to increase medical capacity, to strengthen 
Africa’s healthcare system through training, infrastructure and 
mentoring. In this way, Mercy Ships can bring even more “hope 
and healing to the world’s forgotten poor,” which is their mission. 

UPDATE By Lynda Primka 


