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15th Sunday after Pentecost • Setting 1, Evangelical Lutheran Worship

INTRODUCTION

In today's second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment
of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus' challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals
God's boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross,
we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

PRELUDE

Thou Knowest, Lord Henry Purcell

CALL TO WORSHIP stand
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Congregation: Amen
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.

OUR VISION
To be an inspired body of Christ.

†

OUR MISSION
Love God. Love Others. Serve.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN hymnal #673, stand

God, Whose Almighty Word

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.
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KYRIE hymnal, page 98

William Halsey, Assisting Minister
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE hymnal, page 101

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
P: Let us pray,
All: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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CHILDREN’S TALK Children stay in pews

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PARISH NEWS

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
FIRST READING: Romans 14:7-12

George Herbold, Lector

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another.
All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.
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We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all
stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow
to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 103: 1-8
Lector: 1Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God's holy name.
Congregation: 2Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God's benefits—
L: 3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
C: 4who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;

L: 5who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle's.
C: 6O Lord, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.
L: 7You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel.
C: 8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION hymnal, page 102
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GOSPEL LESSON: John 11:32-44

Even Jesus grieves, as seen in this story of him raising Lazarus to life.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.
32

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
34
He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began
to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her,
“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

What to Say (and What Not to Say) to Someone Who’s Grieving

Pastor Bob Stelter

1. It’s not about you. 2. There is no bright side. 3. Be careful with religion. 4. Let them feel.

Sermons are available online at faithloves.com.

HYMN OF THE DAY, hymnal #606, stand

Our Father, We Have Wandered
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APOSTLES CREED
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us proclaim our faith.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Assistant: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need.
A brief silence.

Assistant: You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world;
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools,
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth.
Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.
A: The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on
your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal,
renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts
when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed.
Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all
who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are tempted to
pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another and for
all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us
faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us
to praise you. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Pastor: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through
Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

THE PEACE Please do not shake hands or hug.
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation: And also with you.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING hymnal pg. 107

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor: O God, your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
On the night in which Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it
to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.
And he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for them to drink, saying: This cup is
the new promise in my blood, shed for all for forgiveness, new life and salvation.
Do this to remember me.
With this bread and cup, we remember the mystery of faith.
Congregation: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God Incarnate, Power of
the Most High, One God now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: With one voice, we pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION FROM PASTOR STELTER
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COMMUNION IN PEWS

MEDITATION ANTHEM

Collin Kasefang

Lord Jesus Be Near Me Natalie Sleeth

COMMUNION BLESSING stand
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE hymnal #207

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Assistant: Let us pray,
Congregation: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and
blood of Jesus. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

THE CHARGE stand
Pastor: What does the Lord require of us?
Congregation: To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with God. (Micah 6:8)
P: Go forth in the world to serve God with gladness, be of good courage, hold fast to that
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people rejoicing in the power of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. +
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN hymnal #485

SENDING
Assistant: God grant us hope and faith as we love God, love others, serve.
Congregation: Amen.
A: Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

Ellacombe
Upon the conclusion of worship, please leave safely, observing social distance.
Please take your communion wrappers and any other items to the trash cans in the narthex.
Please take worship bulletin with you for your weekly prayers, including all those in the prayer concerns.
Flowers on the altar are given by Debbie & Anthony Ragucci.
Usher— Alan Berdal
Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23373.
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www.faithloves.org

Evangelical Lutheran Churches in America
Founding Congregation of Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, Tellico Village
Founding Congregation of Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry Stephen Ministry Congregation
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 9am ♦ Contemporary Worship 11:11am
Members of Faith — Ministers
Dr. Robert Stelter — Pastor
Mich Walter — Organist & Choirmaster
Allison Cosby — Contemporary Worship Leader
Tiffany Crutchfield — Nursery Care Giver
Stephen Zell — Audio / Visual Tech
Thanks to our volunteers who help assemble these bulletins.

WELCOME! As followers of Jesus, we rejoice in God’s plan for a just, loving
and peaceful world. We commit ourselves to making it a reality for all people
everywhere. Just as all are welcome at the Lord’s table during holy communion,
all are welcome to this family of faith. People of all races, ages, social status,
sexual orientations and gender identity are united here in our mission to love
God, love others and serve. Please sign a Worship Card and place it in the
offering plate. Nursery is available for children to age 3.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
Want to know more about Lutheranism, Faith Lutheran Church &
our ministries? Contact Pastor Bob. If you’d like to join us, contact
mary@faithloves.org at the church office.
Recorded Sermons & Services at Faithloves.org
Click “Listen to Weekly Sermons & Services” on the homepage.
Adult Sunday School Class, 10:15am
led by John Woods in The Cup.
Children’s Sunday School Resumes Today, 10:15am
A live class will be on Zoom. Students must be accompanied by one
parent and all must wear masks. The lesson and Zoom link will be
emailed each Friday in preparation for class. Please notify the
church office with your contact information if your family has not
been receiving weekly Sunday School emails. Contact Deb Miller or
Melissa Horning for more information.
Vacation Bible School Continues through September
Kits are still available at the main entrance to the church and
links are posted on our website home page.
2021 Leaders 3 Council & 4 Nominating Team Members are needed to fill positions ending at the end of 2021. Contact Laura
Beardsley at llbeardsley@charter.net or 719-6346 for more
information.
WEEKLY SMALL GROUPS
Bible Study Tuesdays, 1:30pm, led by John Woods.

Mary Boring — Office Manager
Phylis Garrison — Publications
Barbara Birkholz—Financial Secretary
Mildred Fenske — Prayer Chain Coordinator
Alicia & David Brondos — Missionaries
This bulletin is printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

SHEPHERD OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY
Open: September 14, 3-5pm & September 21, 3-7pm
Items Needed: Syrup • Dish Soap • Bar Soap • Box Meals
Jelly / Jam • Large Soup • Vegetable Oil
Shampoo • Conditioner • Toilet Paper • Deodorant
Contact Jan Darnell, shephopepantry@gmail.com
PRAYER CONCERNS

Members: Shannon Allred, Barbara Barrass, Barbara Bird,
Ritchie Case, Myles Cooper, Nortrud DePorter, Lois Engel,
Jane Forsberg, Jan Foss, Pat & Nick Gary, Maret & Leo Hebert,
Tami Jansen, Larry Koran, Sr., Roger Legako, Maria Lindsey,
Jane Livingston, Jim Nicolosi, Maurice Nieto, Rebecca Nieto,
Emily Norris, Harold Peters, Pete Schlake, Bobbi & Bill Steele,
Linda Swenson, Jim Van Deusen, Danny Willis.
Healing: Cara Adams, Caroline Berdal, Billy Bergeron, Beverly Butler,
Harold Chapel, Molly Corbett, Bill Crain, Nancy Crain, Tony Darnell,
Ollie Duke, Brian & Brandy Duke, Alanna & Arnie Fenske, Liz Gann,
Ellen Goan, Ed Greene, Don Gutelius, Charles Hall, Rita Heavner, Lois
Hueschen, Angie Kinney, Donna Knick, Emma Lett, Dan Majkrzak,
Jordan Massengill & family, Dan McCroskey, William McKenna, Scott
Mitchell, Lou Santoni, Leo Savilisky, Mya Scaglione & family, Karen
Shephard, Butch Sherrill, Gene Theslof, Julian Webb, Elaine &
James Ysteboe, the Zehner family, Alexa, George, Trek, William &
those we name to You.
Spiritual Growth & Learning: Seminarian Isaac Taylor,
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary.
Love: Marriage of Karli Rist & Carter Pritchard on September 4.
Comfort in the Midst of Death for the Family & Friends of:
Chris Niemeyer, Terry Bird, Jeff Turner.
Physicians at Faith Lutheran Church: Drs. Parsons, Allred,
Primka, Jeter, Thompson, Enderson, Haydek, Wike, Locke.

Ladies Small Group Tuesdays, 8:30am. Meet at Cove Park
for 30 minute walk followed by physical distanced conversation,
prayer & Bible study. Please call or text Lynda Primka, 742-2727
so we’ll know to look for you.

Protection Workers on the Corona Virus Front Line: Amy,
Ben, Callie, Catarina, Cate, Cathy, Elizabeth, Janson, Katie, Mary,
Michael, Morgan, Tony, Reed, Sam, Will, William.

Handy Faithfuls Thursday, September 17, 9am. Join our team;
call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.

Partnership: Bishop Eaton & the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America, Bishop Strickland & the Southeastern Synod; Alicia &
David Brondos, Missionaries in Mexico; Shepherd of Hope Food
Pantry; Tyson House; Deacon Ministry; Knox Area Rescue Ministry;
Via de Cristo Ministry; Homeless Men’s Shelter, Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking, RAISE Jamaica, Mercy Ships.

Thank You for Your Support!
Offerings last week:
$
7,264
Offerings year to date:
$ 390,367
Walk by Faith Goal:
$ 650,000
Walk by Faith received to date
$ 398,546

Support: Walk by Faith Appeal.

Peace: Protection for all armed forces, especially: Jacob Bouck,
Timothy Campbell, Adam Di Giovanni, Jessica Dyer, Chad Gregory,
Kristen Hitter, Tyler Hitter, Julianne LeFevre-Kerr, Thomas Kerr,
Spencer Payne, Jake Safstrom, Alex Serrano, Sam Thompson,
Walt Wright, Chris Yonke, Mitchell Yount, Greg Zager.

Preparing for Next Week:
Monday Psalm 133; Genesis 48:8-22; Hebrews 11:23-29. • Psalm 133; Genesis 49:29-50:14; Romans 14:13-15:2.
Wednesday Psalm 133; Genesis 50:22-26; Mark 11:20-25. • Thursday Psalm 145:1-8; Nahum 1:1, 14-2:2; 2 Corinthians 13:1-4.
Friday Psalm 145:1-8; Nahum 2:3-13; 2 Corinthians 13:5-10. • Saturday Psalm 145:1-8; Zephaniah 2:13-15; Matthew 19:23-30.
16th Sunday of Pentecost: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16.

You can still participate in Vacation Bible School through September.
The link is posted on the home page of our website.
Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville!

Jesus raises Lazarus
from the dead.
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13-20, 2020
Sunday, September 13 15th Sunday of Pentecost
9:00am
Traditional Worship
10:15am
Adult Sunday School The Cup
11:11am
Contemporary Worship
6:00pm
Executive Team meeting
6:30pm
Council meeting

Wednesday, September 16
6:30pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30pm
Praise Team Rehearsal

Monday, September 14
3-5pm
Food Pantry Open

Saturday, September 19
Noon
Faith serves KARM

Tuesday, September 15
8:30am
Ladies Small Group The Cove Park
1:30pm
Bible Study The Cup

Sunday, September 20 16th Sunday of Pentecost
9:00am
Traditional Worship
10:15am
Adult Sunday School The Cup
11:11am
Contemporary Worship

Thursday, September 17
9:00am
Handy Faithfuls

