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UPDATE

By Lynda Primka
As we keep walking by faith, let’s take a look at
where we have been and where
we are going.
The HVAC project is almost complete, and the building is much
more comfortable. The final cost
was about $220,000, which was
more than we originally thought,
but we did have to add an additional unit. During the HVAC
work, we saw (yikes!) that the
existing insulation was in very
poor shape and not doing its job.
In order to keep the new HVAC
system working well, we need
proper insulation. So, we needed
to expand the project to remove
all the old insulation and install
new insulation. The new insulation will also help keep our energy
costs down. The new insulation
will cost $52,000. Work began
August 27. Many thanks go to
Charlie Pfrommer, Gary Dakolios
and the Property Team for their
work on this crucial project.
The Property Team has now
hired an engineering firm to
evaluate the parking lot project
that includes storm drain repairs.
You may remember how much
trouble they have had finding the
right person, so this is a good
step forward.

Approximately $4,000 has been
spent to date to obtain design
renderings for a new coffee bar,
The Cup and kitchen remodel.
In a joint effort by the Fellowship
Team and Property Team, contractors are being contacted to
provide bids for both spaces.
This is a new step also. Good
work, everyone.
Our new sound system is 100%
complete at a cost of $34,620.
Our landscaping project has not
yet started. The Property Team is
working with Kenny Edwards to
do some preliminary planning.
So, where do we stand financially?
Total pledged:
$669,661.
Total received to date: $395,566.
Total spent to date:
$243,858.
Thank you to everyone working
so diligently on all our Walk by
Faith projects. It takes many
small steps and many meetings.
Thank you to everyone for your
diligence. Thank you to everyone
who is giving to support our
work—you are necessary; you
are a big part of this team. And
as always and in everything,
we thank our Lord who supports
and guides us.

2021 LEADERSHIP SLATE

By Laura Beardsley
Our congregation elects members of Faith Lutheran Church from
a slate of candidates to take leadership positions for those terms
that become vacant at the end of 2020. We are searching for 3
council members and 4 new nominating team members.
If you are interested in serving our congregation in the capacity of
any of these positions, contact llbeardsley@charter.net or
call 719-6346 for more information. Thank you for your prayerful
consideration.

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP &
ONLINE SUNDAY SERVICES

We resumed in-person worship services on
June 14 after moving our services online to
Facebook Live on March 22. We have
invested in a camera system and continue
to stream our worship in addition to in-person
services. We continue to observe safe health
procedures each Sunday. Fellowship gatherings children’s Sunday School classes and
other ministries will resume when safe.
The adult Sunday School class and the Tuesday Bible study meet in The Cup with social
distancing.

CONFIRMATION
MINISTRY

The rite of Confirmation for those
who have completed two years of instruction
is set for Reformation Sunday, October 25,
at the 11:11am worship service.
Congratulations to Anthony Monteagudo,
Brandon Wright, Will Saylor, Rory Smith and
Naomi Manthey for completing their confirmation study.

FIRST COMMUNION

First Communion will be celebrated on Christ the King
Sunday, November 22.
Congratulations to Katie Lehner, Matthew
Allred and Shaun Allred who have completed
their First Communion instruction.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Pastor Stelter will meet with recent visitors,
inquirers and those who want to know more
about the ministries of Faith Lutheran
Church on two Sundays in
October. These informational
sessions meet in the library
between worship services,
10:15-11am. Come either date,
October 11 or 18.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
TRADITION & TRADITIONAL

IN

WORSHIP

For the last four months, I have used this space to write about the worship
life of Faith Lutheran Church. This is my conclusion, a consideration of
worship and culture.

W

e do not worship a vacuum. We are shaped before birth and until
death by forces and factors outside of ourselves and even beyond our
own families.
The question about worship being traditional or contemporary depends closely
upon this cultural reality. How much does worship resemble the surrounding
culture? How much does worship distinguish itself apart from that culture?
Let’s consider the following issues related to culture’s impact on worship:
 Marketing: We are part of an economic system that depends upon buying, selling and using marketing to influence such decisions. Do we use
marketing in our worship? To what degree and to what end? Who is our
target audience?
 Instant Gratification: In our technological age, we can have many
things at the click of a button. What does this mean for our worship,
especially as we have been providing online worship since March
in response to the pandemic?
 Consumerism: Is worship another entity to be consumed? Do we
“shop” for a church experience? Or is worship something other,
something holy and something that stands apart from everyday life?
 Surround Sound: One of the first projects of our Walk by Faith
campaign was to improve the sound quality in our worship services.
We live surrounded by sounds of all kinds at all times. There is very little
space for quiet unless we are intentional about setting such time apart. Is
worship expected to be this “surround sound” as well? Can room be made
for silence? How can worship involve all our senses?
 Performance Culture: In much of our lives, especially in the arts, we
watch or listen to others perform rather than engage in the art-making
itself. The arts have become something we consume rather than create.
How does this influence worship, especially in music and arts ministries?
We who care for, plan and lead the church’s worship will continually ask how
to embrace, adapt or reject these and other aspects of culture just as Jesus
often question, challenged or embraced cultural practices in His lifetime.

I

am proud and happy that Faith Lutheran Church offers both traditional
and contemporary worship services. It allows us to reach more people
and provide more opportunities for participation. But, what a both/and
approach to worship means for our congregation will not be identical to
other congregations.

P

art of being contemporary in worship is knowing our context and honoring particular people and places. Diverse styles of worship and music
can better draw us into God’s presence, more broadly proclaim the Word,
more effectively provide the sacraments and more powerfully equip us for
mission.
In all our worship planning, it is essential to understand what choices have
been made and for what reasons. All worship, traditional or contemporary,
is identical in the fact that our purpose is always to praise God and proclaim
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church
Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and connect
with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville.

FOOD PANTRY NEWS
By Jan Darnell
shephopepantry@gmail.com

Open
Mondays, September 14, 3-5pm
& September 21, 3-7pm
Items Needed
Syrup • Vegetable Oil • Large Soup
Jelly / Jam (plastic containers, please)
Shampoo • Conditioner • Dish Soap
Bar Soap • Deodorant • Toilet Paper
Box Meals (like hamburger helper)

Pray for Thanksgiving

☺ We served 81 families!

The community garden had
a whole pickup truck of veggies
to share!
Our volunteers keep showing up
without too many extra emails!
The Lord keeps encouraging us
to continue!

Pray for Support
Our shelves are empty.
I still can't order by the case in a
timely way & I feel like a beggar.

Love God. Love Others. Serve.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
John Woods continues to lead the
study of The Historical Jesus each
Sunday at 10:15am in The Cup.

NEWS FROM THE
FAMILY OF FAITH

. . . Blessings to KARLI
RIST and CARTER PRICHERT being
married on September 4 in Key West
. . . Joy at the birth of Judah Constancy
to LAYNE & CORY HELLMAN; DAVID
MABRY is the proud granddad . . .
CAROL & DAVE SASS and CRISTI &
STONEY WARE welcome their new
granddaughter, PENELOPE born to
KATIE & JACOB BROWN . . .

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Congregational Council, September 13
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
Open: September 14, 3-5pm & 21, 3-7pm
We continue drive-thru service.

REHEARSALS & WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN
Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, September 17, 9am
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, September 19, noon
———

Community Ministries
Sunday, November 1, 10:15am
———

Property Team
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———

WELCA Anna Esther Circle
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Ladies Small Group, 9:30am
Cracker Barrel on Campbell Station Rd
Call or text Lynda Primka at 742-2727 to confirm.
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods.

OUTREACH
Wednesday Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm
———

Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule.
———

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705
or suziethree@hotmail.com.
———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or
mike.3@hotmail.com.
Jamaica Mission Trip January 2 - 9, 2021
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727
———

Salvation Army Shelter Visit
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585

COUNCIL CORNER

By Randy Schaefer
The world today can be a pretty scary place for all of us but in
particular for the younger generation. Usually the younger generation looks to adults for answers to their questions or solutions
to the world’s problems. However, the world today seems to be
filled with so many problems that seem insurmountable even for
the adults. So how do we, as adults, help the younger generation
deal with, and make a difference, in these troubled times?
I am reminded of two stories. I’m sure you’ve heard the first one
from Mr. Rogers. As a child, whenever times were scary or
events of tragedy were unfolding, his mother would tell him to
look for the helpers. She would emphasize that whenever bad
things happened, there were always people that were helping
those hurting. Looking for and finding the helpers gave her hope
that things were going to get better.
The second story comes from one of my former supervisors. For
some reason our conversation drifted to what it was he wanted
to accomplish each day. He said something that seemed a bit
unusual for a boss to say, but it has stuck with me ever since.
He said he wanted to leave the world a little better place than
when he started the day. What better message to pass along
to the younger generation?
These two stories blend so perfectly into a life philosophy that I
hope I can impress upon others in my daily life. How or why is it
that we should want to be a helper and leave the world a better
place . . . by our faith in God? Listening to his commandment
from John 15:12 where we are told “This is my commandment
that you love other another as I have loved you.” This is the glue
that helps holds these two thoughts together.
How can I be a helper who leaves the world a little better than
yesterday? There are the obvious helpers that we all see every
day, doctors, nurses or teachers, but what can “I” do to be a
helper and leave the world better? It doesn’t take a tragic event
or a calamity to be a helper. We can be helpers every day in our
interactions with everyone around us. Help a neighbor who is
having a hard time in their daily life, be a friend to someone who
seems friendless, donate time to help bring food to those who
are hungry, or something as small as a kind word to those who
are feeling scared or depressed.
As the adult, this is something we can impress upon the younger
generation without having to say a word, as our actions speak
louder than words. You may not make the nightly news, or the
latest Facebook post and no one may even know that you have
been a helper, but that is not why you are helping. What kind of
example are you setting by being a helper and making the world
just a little bit better than yesterday?

UPDATE

FROM OUR SENEGAL FIELD
Submitted by Lynda Primka

SERVICE

This has been a season of celebration and grief.
Lots of good things took root during this past
field service, and we are grateful to have been a part of that
process; however, we still feel the pain of departing from Senegal
earlier than expected due to Covid 19. We trust that God will
guide our steps in the months ahead as we pray and plan for our
return to West Africa, to continue our mission of bringing hope
and healing in person. Witness these good works in this short,
inspiring 2 minute video at: https://vimeo.com/413156104.

FROM THE HEART

Paul writes, "Be completely humble
and gentle, be patient bearing with
one another in love."

MASQUERADE

At some point I believe we all have put
on the invisible mask; to hide some
hurt, loneliness or something we may
have done or failed to do. Masking
makes it easier to hide the truth from
ourselves and others who probably
think we have it "all together." However, the masking of our real self is a
deception not allowing others to know,
the real us, and after all, isn’t that what
we really desire? (To be known and
accepted.)

By Nancy Reed

We live in a society where masks have
become a routine part of everyday life.
Masks are really not new, they have
just become very visible. What about
the masks we wear that are invisible?
Many of us have been wearing "invisible" masks much of our life. Why do
we do that? Could it be, as Henry
David Thoreau put it that many people
are "Leading lives of quiet desperation?"

Are we afraid if we unmask and reveal
who we really are that we will be critiPaul Laurence Dunbar wrote (100
cized? Do we feel we have to wear
years ago):
that invisible mask in order to be loved
We wear a mask of grins and lies;
or liked? Do we feel the need to pretend
it hides our cheeks and shades
we are someone we aren't? The BIG
our eyes.
problem of wearing an "invisible" mask
This debt we pay to human guiles
with torn and bleeding hearts
is; when we are not honest with ourselves, and we hide ourselves, we are
we smile and mouth with myriad
operating in the dark. It takes courage
subtleties.
to un-mask; it shouldn't . . . but it does.
Why should the world be over-wise
in counting all our tears and sighs?
We are the body of Christ and as such,
Nay, let them only see us, while we
should always be an environment
wear the mask . . .
where others are loved, wanted and
accepted unconditionally. Every follow- I Corinthians 15:10 "But by the grace
er of Yeshua (Christ) should know that of God I am what I am, and His grace
we/they, are part of His family and as
toward me was not in vain." By faith
such, part of an authentic environment let’s remove that "invisible mask" and
for love, and compassion where every- fully embrace each other and the
one is welcome. In Ephesians 4:2,
freedom un-masking brings. Shalom

9/6

SEPTEMBER
ALTAR FLOWERS
Kathy & Bryan
Thompson

9/13

Debbie & Anthony
Racucci

9/20

Nancy & Steve Dean

9/27

Maret & Leo Hebert

Have a safe & happy

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS
BIRTHDAYS
9/1 David Greenman
Jacob Lang
Will Witte
9/2 Carol Bentley
Sofia Martorell
Bruce Mitchell
Scarlett Parrott
9/4 Katie Bauman
Ben Campbell
Hollis Myers
Connie Rist
9/5 Rick McCown
Ira Thompson
9/7 Bob Moore
Laura Sproat
9/8 Katie Stewart-Bektas
9/10 Gary Mount
9/11 Kari Kinney
Nick Lyman
Lexi Martin
Roman Myers
9/12 John Palatinus
Gaylon Swenson
9/14 Richard Westbrook

9/16
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/26

9/28

9/30

Elizabeth Weaver
Ellen Parsons
Matthew McCown
Lori Getzen
Brett Huebner
Mary Bales
Alice Pigott
Patricia Gary
Isaac Rickert
Paul Turner
Grant Bauman
Nortrud DePorter
Heather Rondinone
Cadence Titsworth
Ashley Benorden
Rick Parsons
Lynda Primka
Danny Willis
Ritchie Case
Barbara LeFevre
Parker Tunnell

BAPTISMS
9/1
Donna Connors
Larry Koran, Jr.
Richard Lehner
Deb Mulloy
John Mulloy
9/3
Jay Carroll
9/9
Dan Newsted
9/12 Brynna Oberhaus
9/16 Carmen Larsen
John Palatinus
Elizabeth Weaver
6/17 Andrew Echols
Calvin Giles
9/18 Heather Martin
9/19 Lois Engel
9/20 Julie Jeter
Andrew Parrott
Jack Parrott
Olivia Parrott
Scarlett Parrott
9/21 Brogan Oberhaus
9/22 Katie Lehner
9/27 Matt Echols
Kari Kinney
9/29 Rob Blackburn
Ira Thompson

ANNIVERSARIES
9/1 Doug & Mary Bales, 36
Sam & Joan Howard, 30
Tom & Lisa Mann, 30
9/4 Eric & Lisa Johnson, 16
Charlie & Joan Pfrommer, 54
9/6 John & Keri Fisher, 23
9/7 George & Donna Deichert, 52
Joel & Michelle Newsted, 18
9/8 Mark & Carmen Larsen, 36
9/13 Terry & Linda Beyer, 45
9/15 Eric & Robin Madson, 29
9/20 Adam & Yvette Edwards, 17
Derek & Melissa Willis, 6
9/28 Dmitry Lyakh & Caroline Keenan, 7

Have a September date not featured here?
Contact Mary Boring,
966-9626 to have your special day
recorded in our church records.

You can still participate in Vacation Bible School.
The link is posted on the homepage of our website.
Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville!

Make a school bookmark to give to someone special.

Jonah and the Whale
Word Search

Find the words on the list that are hidden
in the puzzle. The words can be left to
right, up and down or diagonal.
FISH
JONAH
NINEVAH
OBEY
SEA

SHIP
STORM
SWALLOW
WIND
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God is our refuge
and strength,
an ever present
help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1
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DOWN ON THE FARM
By Mike Niemeyer

We are grateful to God for the opportunity to report on the
activities of RAISE Jamaica for the month of July 2020.
We are in an interesting phase of operation with Jeffrey
Thompson taking on the responsibility of Acting Farm Manager,
in the absence of Cleveland Hart who is participating in the
Farm-Work Program in Canada. This is expected to be mutually
beneficial to RAISE Jamaica with Cleveland being provided
the opportunity to earn and learn more about farm practices
internationally, while Jeffrey is learning more about Farm
Management. This should greatly benefit RAISE Jamaica in
the future. So, we would like to express thanks to Cleveland
Hart, Jeffrey Thompson, and Levan Freeman for their leadership over the past month. We would, also, like to thank the
farmers for their work at RAISE. They continue to function
effectively and efficiently, even in a time when there is a rise
in COVID cases across the island and a persisting drought.
For the past few months, we are again wrestling with very dry
periods forcing us to curtail farming activities. We are currently
operating on a maintenance of the fields to better reposition
us for the upcoming seasons. We are also doing some field
preparations. We are happy to report that we are still harvesting each farm, although we have suffered in the current quality
of production because of the drought. We are also happy to
see that Kevin Rigg is now harvesting.
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