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INTRODUCTION

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist's plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar
to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out
for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus
describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire
and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at
the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open
the heavens and come.

PRELUDE

A Tiny Child John Rutter

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS FOR ADVENT
Pastor: It is Advent, the holy season of preparation.
Congregation: Prepare the way of the Lord!
P: Blessed be the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit + who comes to wake us
from sleep, from spiritual darkness, to lead us into the light of grace
Silence for confession.

P: God of all time,
C: we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to
seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In + Jesus Christ your sins
are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news!
C: Amen.

OUR VISION
To be an inspired body of Christ.

†

OUR MISSION
Love God. Love Others. Serve.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN hymnal #239, stand

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.
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KYRIE hymnal, page 98

Wyn Bryant, Assisting Minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
P: Let us pray,
All: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless
until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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CHILDREN’S TALK / LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Children stay in pews

PRAYER FOR LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor: Let us pray:
All: Lord Jesus, we wait for your coming. Keep us awake and help us use
our gifts to serve those who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & PARISH NEWS
SCRIPTURE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON: : Isaiah 64:1-9

George Herbold, Lector

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized.
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—
to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past .

1

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains
would quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire
causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that
the nations might tremble at your presence!
3
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down,
the mountains quaked at your presence.
4
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God
besides you, who works for those who wait for him.
5
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like
a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all
the work of your hand.
9
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Lector: 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that
are enthroned upon the cherubim.
Congregation: 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up
your strength and come to help us.
L: 3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
C: 4O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
L: 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
C: 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us
to scorn.
L: 7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
C: 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made
so strong for yourself.

L: 18And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.
C: 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall
be saved.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION FOR ADVENT, stand

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power
and glory to end all suffering.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 24"In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers
in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds'
with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28

From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.
34
It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.
35
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find
you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 5

SERMON
Watch

Pastor Bob Stelter
Sermons are available online at faithloves.com.

HYMN OF THE DAY, hymnal #250, stand

NICENE CREED FOR ADVENT
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us proclaim our faith.
All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Assistant: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.

Assistant: We pray for the ministry we share in Christ's name. Open our hearts
to your call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the
world as you draw near. Hear us, O God.
Congregation: Your mercy is great.
A; We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew
the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world.
Fill them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who
are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those
who suffer. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without
homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed,
and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain
their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression,
anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering
and support them when they struggle. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice,
peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are
known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming
work. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Pastor: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

THE PEACE Please do not shake hands or hug.
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation: And also with you.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING hymnal pg. 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Pastor: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Congregation: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.
P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: With one voice, we pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION FROM PASTOR STELTER
MEDITATION ANTHEM

Prepare Thyself, Zion J.S. Bach

COMMUNION IN PEWS

COMMUNION BLESSING stand
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Assistant: Let us pray,
Congregation: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
9

BLESSING
Pastor: The God of encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Congregation: Amen.
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN hymnal ##254 to tune #392, stand

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
1. Come
2. Born

thou
thy

long
peo -

set thy
peo
child, and yet

sins
us

ple
a

-

re - lease
for - ev
-

us;
er.

Is - rael’s strength
By
thine own

all
all

the
our

ev - ‘ry
fi - cient

ex ple

free;
king;

from
born

let
us
now thy

and
e -

earth
hearts

pect - ed
Je to
de - liv -

thou
a -

na - tion,
mer - it

con
ter

our
to

sus, born
er, born

to
a

fears
reign

and
in

find
our
rest
in
thee.
gra - cious king - dom bring.

- so - la
- nal
Spir -

art,
lone;

joy of
raise us

dear
by

ev - ‘ry
to
thy

tion,
it

de thine

hope
rule

sire
all

of
in

of
suf -

long - ing heart.
glo - rious throne.

SENDING
Assistant: God grant us hope and faith as we love God, love others, serve.
Congregation: Amen.
A: Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Stuttgart
Upon the conclusion of worship, please leave safely, observing social distance.
Please take your communion wrappers and any other items to the trash cans in the narthex.
Please take worship bulletin with you for your weekly prayers, including all those in the prayer concerns.

Flowers on the altar are given by Barbara & Dave Birkholz
in memory of Barbara’s grandmother, Wilma Smith-Frick.
Usher — John Woods
2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23373.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 9am ♦ Contemporary Worship 11:11am

Members of Faith — Ministers
Dr. Robert Stelter — Pastor
Mich Walter — Organist & Choirmaster
Allison Cosby — Contemporary Worship Leader
Stephen Zell — Sound Tech
Peter Jeong — Camera Tech

Mary Boring — Office Manager
Phylis Garrison — Publications
Tiffany Crutchfield — Nursery Care Giver
Barbara Birkholz—Financial Secretary
Mildred Fenske — Prayer Chain Coordinator
Alicia & David Brondos — Missionaries

Thanks to our volunteers who help assemble these bulletins.

WELCOME! As followers of Jesus, we rejoice in God’s plan for a just,

loving and peaceful world. We commit ourselves to making it a reality for
all people everywhere. Just as all are welcome at the Lord’s table during
holy communion, all are welcome to this family of faith. People of all races,
ages, social status, sexual orientations and gender identity are united
here in our mission to love God, love others and serve. Please sign a
Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. Nursery is available for
children to age 3.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
Want to know more about Lutheranism, Faith Lutheran Church &
our ministries? Contact Pastor Bob. If you’d like to join us, contact
mary@faithloves.org at the church office.
Recorded Sermons & Services at Faithloves.org
Click “Listen to Weekly Sermons & Services” on the homepage.
Adult Sunday School Class, 10:15am
The Lives of Great Christians led by John Woods, in The Cup.
Children’s Sunday School Every Sunday, 10:15am
A live class is on Zoom. One parent must accompany their students
and all must wear masks. Lesson and Zoom link are emailed on
Friday. Contact Deb Miller or Melissa Horning for more information.
Birthday Wishes to Jesus Remember to bring or send your
postcard to Pastor Bob by Christmas Eve.
Christmas Blessing of the Pets Saturday, December 5,
10am in the Angel Garden. Features a pet fashion show & treats!
Dress up your pets in their Christmas best. Humans wear masks.
Christmas Eve Worship, Thursday, December 24
3pm, Contemporary 5 & 7pm, Traditional
In-Person & Online Sunday Worship, 9 & 11:11am
also online at Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville
WEEKLY SMALL GROUPS
Bible Study Tuesdays, 1:30pm, led by John Woods.
Ladies Small Group Tuesdays, 8:30am. Meet at Cove Park
for 30 minute walk followed by physical distanced conversation,
prayer & Bible study. Please call or text Lynda Primka, 742-2727
so we’ll know to look for you.
Year End Planning December 30, 2020, noon is the last day
to make a 2020 contribution. A stock transfer or RMD transaction
may take longer for your broker to process and still make the
deadline. Contact the office for additional information—966-9626.
Christmas Flowers Take this opportunity to remember or
honor a loved one with a $13 donation to beautify our sanctuary
with poinsettias during Christmas. Make sure to note your loved
one’s name on your envelope.
Thank You for Your Support!
Offerings last Sunday:
Offerings Year to Date
Walk by Faith Goal:
Walk by Faith received through October 31

$
5,165
$ 488,693
$ 650,000
$ 425,621

This bulletin is printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

SHEPHERD OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY
Open: December 7, 3-5pm & December 21, 3-7pm
Items Needed: Syrup • Box Meals • Jelly/Jam
Toothpaste • Laundry Detergent
Holiday Items: Canned Cranberries • Canned Beans
Canned Corn • Regular Coffee & Tea
Contact Jan Darnell, shephopepantry@gmail.com
PRAYER CONCERNS

Members: Barbara Barrass, Barbara Bird, Ritchie Case, Myles
Cooper, Nortrud DePorter, Lois Engel, Jane Forsberg, Jan Foss,
Pat & Nick Gary, Maret & Leo Hebert, Doug Houck, Tami Jansen,
Larry Koran, Sr., Jim Nicolosi, Rebecca Nieto, Emily Norris, Harold
Peters, Joan Pfrommer, Pete Schlake, Bobbi & Bill Steele, Linda
Swenson, Jim Van Deusen, Danny Willis.
Healing: Caroline Berdal, Valborg Berdal, Billy Bergeron, Ralph Bryson,
Emme Burnette, Beverly Butler, Ginger & Harry Cameron, Rev. Robert
& Mary Case, Harold Chapel, Jack Cleave, Molly Corbett, Bill Crain,
Nancy Crain, Tony Darnell, Ollie Duke, Brian & Brandy Duke, Alanna &
Arnie Fenske, Johnnie Frost, Traci Greve, Doris & Dale Gueck, Don
Gutelius, Rita Heavner, Bea Horion, Lois Hueschen, Angie Kinney,
Donna Knick, the Livingston family, Loyacano family, Dan Majkrzak,
Linda McCalister, Dan McCroskey, Debbie McFee, William McKenna,
Norea Meland, Scott Mitchell, Barbara Perschke, Claire Rescine,
James Rose, Lou Santoni, Leo Savilisky, the Mya Scaglione family,
Alex Serrano, John Turner, Jessie Wright, Elaine & James Ysteboe,
the Zehner family, Jodi, Jolena, Joy, Trek, William & those we name
to You.
Comfort in the Midst of Death for the Family & Friends of:
Jane Livingston, Bimal Pal, Wesley Koran, Marlys Berdal, Leslie
Berdal, Verna McNeal, Richard Abbott, Anne Spurgeon, Charles
Hall.
Physicians at Faith Lutheran Church: Drs. Parsons, Allred,
Primka, Jeter, Thompson, Enderson, Haydek, Wike, Locke.
Protection Workers on the Corona Virus Front Line: Amy,
Ben, Callie, Catarina, Cate, Cathy, Elizabeth, Janson, Katie, Mary,
Michael, Morgan, Tony, Reed, Sam, Will, William.
Spiritual Growth & Learning: Seminarian Isaac Taylor, Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary and Taylor Berdal, United Lutheran
Seminary.
Support: Walk by Faith Appeal.
Partnership: Bishop Eaton & the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America, Bishop Strickland & the Southeastern Synod; Alicia &
David Brondos, Missionaries in Mexico; Shepherd of Hope Food
Pantry; Tyson House; Deacon Ministry; Knox Area Rescue Ministry;
Via de Cristo Ministry; Homeless Men’s Shelter, Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking, RAISE Jamaica, Mercy Ships.
Peace: Protection for all armed forces, especially: Jacob Bouck,
Timothy Campbell, Adam Di Giovanni, Jessica Dyer, Chad Gregory,
Kristen Hitter, Tyler Hitter, Thomas Kerr, Julianne LeFevre-Kerr,
Chase Linell, Spencer Payne, Jake Safstrom, Alex Serrano, Sam
Thompson, Walt Wright, Chris Yonke, Mitchell Yount, Greg Zager.

Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville!

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 6, 2020
Sunday, November 29 1st Sunday in Advent
9:00am
Traditional Worship
10:15am
Adult Sunday School The Cup
Children’s Sunday School
11:11am
Contemporary Worship
Tuesday, December 1
8:30am
Ladies Small Group The Cove Park
1:30pm
Bible Study The Cup

Wednesday, December 2
6:30pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30pm
Praise Team Rehearsal
Saturday, December 5
10:00am
Blessing of the Pets
Sunday, December 6 2nd Sunday in Advent
9:00am
Traditional Worship
10:15am
Adult Sunday School The Cup
Children’s Sunday School
11:11am
Contemporary Worship

Preparing for Next Week:
Monday Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation 15:1-8. • Tuesday Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-.
Wednesday Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38. • Thursday Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Hosea 6:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 .
Friday Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:19-26 • Saturday Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Ezekiel 36:24-28; Mark 11:27-33.
2nd Sunday in Advent Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8.

