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COUNCIL CORNER 
By Deb Miller 
 

Many of you attended the Congregational  
meeting November 15 during the challenges of 
COVID. I am grateful for all who attended and 
participated. One of our important points of  
business was to elect new council members. 
Congratulations to our new members: Adam  
Edwards, Sam Howard and Alice Pigott. All have 
previously served on council and I know they will 
do a great job. I, along with Doug Goins, Mike 
Niemeyer and Randy Stewart are the outgoing 
members. Each of us brought our own set of 
skills, talents and expertise to the table to carry 
out the business aspect of our church.  
 
During the meeting we also approved the 2021 
budget, received an update by the Call commit-
tee on progress in seeking an Associate Pastor, 
and an update on the columbarium project. In 
the near future we will share a one-page summary 
on the columbarium project, as this is something 
that has been in the works for well over a year 
now. 
 
As Advent is upon us, we now focus on Christ-
mas and how this year might need to look a little 
bit different. We plan to continue with hybrid 
services but want to provide a safe in-person 
worship environment for all who want to attend in 
person. Plans are underway to offer 3 Christmas 
Eve worship services: 3pm contemporary and 
5pm and 7pm traditional. We will have enriching 
and fulfilling experiences for each of the services.  
 
In closing, I want to say how much I have en-
joyed my time on council, which concludes with 
serving as council president this year. I always 
believed that every member should serve a term 
on council, and I believe that now more than 
ever. Indeed, I hope to see returning members 
as well as new faces serving on future councils. 
In fact, I will be the one seeking the nominees 
for 2022 council, so do not be surprised if I ap-
proach you in person or send you an email to 
ask for a short chat about council. However, 
please don’t feel you need to wait for me to 
approach you, I would love for you to tell me that 
you are interested in serving. It is an amazing 
opportunity that I highly recommend! God’s 
peace and blessings to you always. 

BLESSING OF THE PETS, 2020 
COOKIE WALK ALTERNATIVE! 
 

Since we will not be hosting the Cookie Walk this 
year due to the health pandemic, we are hosting 
a Cookie Walk version of the famous Blessing of 
the Pets instead. Join us on what would have 

been the date of the Cookie Walk, Saturday, December 5, at 
10am outside the church at the Angel Garden for a Christmas 
Blessing of the Pets. We encourage you to dress your pets in their 
Christmas costumes! Please wear masks and socially distance 
during this event.  Pastor Stelter will provide an individual blessing 
for each pet and a Cookie Walk-ish treat. There will be a pet 
fashion show, too! 

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 
This is a special time to worship! 
December 6, Second Sunday of Advent. Prepare the way of 
the Lord with worship during the season of Advent. Lighting of the 
Advent candle of peace, Holy Communion. 
 

December 13, Third Sunday of Advent. Prepare the way of 
Jesus. Lighting of the Advent candle of joy, Holy Communion. 
 

December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent. Prepare the way! 
Lighting of the Advent candle of love, Holy Communion. 
 

December 24, Christmas Eve Worship Service. We’ve added 
an extra worship service so all who desire to worship in-person will 
have plenty of room to social distance. Worship will include Holy 
Communion and a “covid version” of candles for the singing of 
Silent Night! 

3pm, Contemporary Worship 
5 & 7pm, Traditional Worship 

 

December 27, First Sunday After Christmas. CarolSing with 
Holy Communion. Our celebration of the birth of Jesus continues. 
No children’s Sunday School, so the children can participate in our 
CarolSing. 

In-Person & Online Sunday Worship 
9am, Traditional Worship & 11:11am, Contemporary Worship 

also online at 
Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Our sanctuary will be radiant with poinsettias 
during Christmas! Take this opportunity to  
remember or honor a loved one with a $13  
donation to sponsor a flower. Please note your 
loved one’s name on your envelope. 



ADVENT IS FOR PLANNING 
If there’s anything that the year 2020 has taught us with the coronavirus fall 
out, the crumbling economy, unemployment, lay-offs, closings, postponements 
and the hostile election season and postseason, it is that planning and preparing 
are difficult if not overrated or maybe even just plain impossible. 
 

W hat are you doing for Christmas this year? Travelling? Relatives and 
children coming home? Who knows because of the pandemic. How can 

we plan anything this year? How do we keep long cherished family traditions? 
Let us remember that Jesus was born into less than a perfect world. It was a 
time of violence and chaos. All the best laid plans could change in a moment’s 
notice. That’s what happened when you were a despised and persecuted 
ethnic group living in an occupied land.  What good are plans when dealing 
with Rome? 
 

And yet, Advent asks us to plan and prepare. Advent asks each of us to 
prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus.  We want to be ready to celebrate 
the first coming of Christ at Christmas, prepared by our planning. 
 

A t the same time, Advent asks us to prepare in hope for the second coming 
of Christ when the world and everything in it is restored to wholeness and 

holiness. So we are not only preparing ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
at Christmas, we also prepare in the things that will keep us ready to receive 
Him when He comes again. 
 

W ith all the uncertainty that 2020 has brought us, one thing is certain:  
Jesus comes. He came at Christmas and He will come again to judge  

the quick and the dead. 
 

“Let every heart prepare Him room,” so the beloved Christmas carol Joy to the 
World encourages us. Advent and Christmas are made for families. It is into 
a family that Jesus was born. As He grew, He made it a point to expand the 
members of His family to include everyone, especially the poor and marginal-
ized. 
 

If we prepare well during Advent, even in this year where so many of our plans 
have proven to be folly, our hearts will make more room for Jesus and those 
He loves. In this way, Jesus is born anew in our hearts, in our families and in 
our world. 

 

Advent blessings, 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons  
and connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  
FIRST 
COMMUNION 
We celebrated 
the rite of First 
Communion during worship on 
Christ the King Sunday. Congratula-
tions to Katie Lehner, Matthew 
Allred and Shaun Allred. 
 
Our next First Communion class  
begins March 3, 2021. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
John Woods leads the study of  
The Lives of Great Christians 
each Sunday at 10:15am in The 
Cup. 

December Schedule 
12/6 Catherine of Siena 
12/13 Bernardino of Siena 
12/20 John Hus and the Hussites 
12/27 Thomas More 

Worship is essential in these trying times! 
We continue our observance of individual communion, 
physical distancing, masks and sanitizing protocol for the 
safety of everyone attending in-person worship in our 
sanctuary. Fellowship gatherings between services in 
The Cup will resume when deemed safe for all. 
 
Our weekly Sunday morning worship schedule is 9am, 
traditional and 11:11am, contemporary services. 
 
Virtual services are also live online at Facebook.com/
FaithLutheranKnoxville. Persons worshiping via Facebook 
are encouraged to share the post. Prayer concerns can 

be sent using the Facebook comment section. Online 
worshipers are encouraged to participate in communion. 
Weekly bulletins are available on our website each Friday. 
 
Past services, as well as our audio sermon library are 
available with the link on our website home page, 
www.faithloves.org. 

________________________________________ 
 

Children’s Sunday School classes, 10:15am 
In-person and online Zoom classes. 

 
Adult Sunday School class, 10:15am, The Cup 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
A Live class streams on ZOOM.  
Lesson and the Zoom link will be 
emailed each Friday in preparation 
for the class. Please notify the 
church office if your family hasn’t 
been receiving weekly Sunday 
School emails. Contact Melissa 
Horning or Deb Miller for more  
information. 
 

Schedule Update 
Our Sunday School teachers will 
take a break on December 27, 2020, 
and January 3, 2021 and will resume 
class on January 10, 2021. 

IN-PERSON, ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL 



 
 
 
 

Help Us send 75 middle schoolers to 
a life-changing Christian camp in 2021. 
We have replaced our annual banquet with 
a website for your online donations: 

ComeToThe Water.us. 
Or send your checks to: 

Come to the Water, 
PO Box 7163, Maryville, TN 37802. 

You can donate by making a gift and your 
life changes, too. 

MERCY SHIPS 
By Lynda Primka 

It takes all kinds, with all skills. 
Volunteering is a gift of love, not a job. 

 
Meet Dominic 
Sommer, a volun-
teer serving as an 
Electrician on the 
African Mercy . . . 
 
Dominic says, 
“We in the west-
ern world are very 

blessed with skills and knowledge. With that, 
we can make a difference in an unjust world. 
Working in the Engineering Department,  
I don’t directly provide medical care for the 
people of Africa. But, I can serve Jesus 
by providing a service so that the doctors, 
surgeons and nurses can show God’s love 
to the people who need it most. I get a lot 
of support from my church in prayer and fi-
nances. That is a true blessing.” 
 
From nurses to deckhands, accountants to 
dental assistants, teachers to mechanics, it 
takes an enormous numbe ofdedicated peo-
ple to keep a floating hospital ship going 
strong. Serve with us! MercyShips.org/Go 
 
To learn more, check out MercyShips.org. 
The newest video to announce the building 
of the new ship, Global Mercy, can be seen 
at: https://youtube/ZTXTfaLOaI8 . 

Join Bishop Strickland & 
the Synod Prayer Team 
for a time of prayer on December 14 from 
9-10am via zoom. Our prayers will be 
for the needs of that day. Sign up at:  
se-reg.brtapp.com/Synod PrayerTeam 
to receive the zoom link for the prayer team. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
By Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
Open 

December 7, 3-5pm & December 21, 3-6:30pm 
 

Pantry Items Needed 

Jelly • Syrup • Boxed Meals • Toothpaste • Laundry Detergent 
Special Holiday Items 

Canned Cranberries • Canned Green Beans • Canned Corn 
Regular Coffee & Tea  

 

In a Sunday School room, November, 2012, our journey to serve those 
in need began. We have had an unbelievable 8 years of service to the 
community. Our dignified system to afford folks the opportunity to select 
food items for their home is unique. Guests are invited to gather togeth-
er and talk with others and share stories. Volunteers come bearing gifts 
of smiles and pleasant conversation to the crowd while tackling chores 
to keep the shelves stocked and assisting shoppers. 
 

So much has changed in just the past 8 months. Yes, we still have 
wonderful volunteers! We still have grateful guests to serve! But, our 
journey is a bit bumpy now as we take fellowship to the parking lot and 
deliver much needed food to those waiting in their vehicles. As the  
recent months have passed, the number of guests have sizably  
increased. The amazing thing is—WE HAVE ALWAYS HAD ENOUGH 
TO PROVIDE FOR ALL! Through your generous donations of food and 
monetary support, we are able to continue this community outreach 
that started 8 years ago, serving 1 family. 
 

We still have a long journey ahead—with your continued support we 
can continue to: Love God. Love Others. Serve. 
 

On behalf of all of those in need that we have served and will serve in 
the coming days, thank you for your support! 
 

A silent night, a star above, 
a blessed gift of hope and love. 

Merry Christmas to you all.  

Mary 
Mich 

http://MercyShips.org
https://youtu.be/ZTXTfaLOaI8
https://se-email.brtapp.com/!G2SjVHi0hpSktNJqIPuz7x3704xNbxLdsuGQxRC2bKHpDqphp-F9drEHnZM-nueXM


 
 
 

 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: December 7, 3-5pm & 21, 3-6:30pm 

We continue drive-thru service. 
 

——— 
 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, December 26, noon 

——— 
Church Council, December 15 

Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 
 

——— 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, December 17, 9am 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 

——— 
 

Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm 
Led by John Woods. 

 

——— 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Ladies Small Group, 8:30am 

Meet at Cove Park for 30 minute Walk 
followed by Conversation, Prayer & Study 

Call or text Lynda Primka at 742-2727 to confirm. 
 

——— 
 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 

 

Property Team 
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

 

——— 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
 

 
 
 
 

Disaster Ministry 
A trained team member will check your 

home smoke detectors. 
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule. 

——— 
Community Coalition 

Against Human Trafficking 
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 

or suziethree@hotmail.com. 
——— 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

——— 
Raise Jamaica International 

Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 
mike.3@hotmail.com. 

——— 
Mercy Ships 

Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 
——— 

Salvation Army Shelter Visit 
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME 
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN 

Cleveland returned to Jamaica November 27. Jeffery has done 
well in his absence, but Cleveland was eager to get back. We 
hoping his eagerness is due to his love for RAISE, and not just 
because he’s freezing in Canada! He showed us a picture to let 
us know that he saw and experienced snow for the first time in 
his life. 
 

Rain In the last report, we celebrated having the rain. Sadly, 
the rain has also proven to be destructive. Most of the fields 
were affected by flooding. The rain has seen a rise in green-
house requests to protect farm products, such as tomatoes 
and peppers. 
 

Water Harvesting All our water catchments are at capacity. 
 

Farm Activities With all the activities taking place on the 
farm, we could still do some harvesting on most farms. Here 
are the highlights of the month’s production output on each 
farm: 

Anthony has just started replanting his farm. 
Desmond Riley harvested plantain and sweet pepper. 
Laverne Thomas harvested pumpkins and is working 

on a plantain field. 
Alroy Carter (Russell) harvested cane and is preparing 

to replant plantain. 
Rudolph Rigg is focusing on short term crop. 
Llana McGhie is planting corn and pumpkin. 
Chrisan Helps is in the planting process. 

 

Our Needs 
For all roadways be maintained and groomed, leading 

to each farm by RAISE. 
To quadruple the greenhouse nursery size. This can be 

done in stages. 

DOWN ON THE FARM 
By Leo Hall 

UPDATE 
By Lynda Primka 
 

Walk by Faith reached the half-way point of our 3 year appeal 
on November 30. Your participation has made it possible to 
complete three of our projects; and, we now shift focus to our 
remaining ventures. Here is a quick summary of our Walk by 
Faith projects. 
 
Completed Projects: Sound System in the Sanctuary, New 
energy efficient HVAC system Removal of insulation and instal-
lation of Sprayfoam insulation throughout the building. 
 
Projects in planning stages: Kitchen remodel; parking lot, 
water management and re-paving; landscaping and sprinklers 
 
Projects in consideration after the Appeal: Fellowship Hall 
remodel, Coffee Bar 
 
As of October 30, 2020, we have received $425,620 towards 
our goal of $650,000. 
 
Please continue to pray that our walk through this appeal is 
holy and pleasing to God. Many thanks to everyone working, 
praying, and giving, especially those doing so quietly. 



Cut out and bring or send your postcard to Pastor Bob before Christmas Eve.  

Help the shepherds find baby Jesus. 



Please follow these safety protocols while in class: 
▪ Sunday School class is in the room next to the nursery. 
▪ All students must be accompanied by at least one parent. 
▪ All in attendance must wear a mask. 
▪ Hand sanitizer is supplied in the classroom. 
 

A Live class streams on ZOOM. Lesson and the Zoom link 
will be emailed each Friday in preparation for the class. 
Please notify the church office if your family hasn’t been 
receiving weekly Sunday School emails. Contact Melissa 
Horning or Deb Miller for more information. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL IN PERSON & ZOOM, 10:15AM! 

Cut out and bring or send your postcard to Pastor Bob before Christmas Eve.  

Dear Jesus, 
 
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

Love, __________ 

To: Jesus 
 
From__________________ 



ANNIVERSARIES 
12/7 Danny & Allison Pressley, 35 
12/8 Ed & Lois Engel, 47 
 Cori & Mary Lehman, 5 
12/16 Katie & Justin Rosa, 11 
12/21 Ginger & Ron Grunke, 47 
12/24 Dan & Aileen O’Kada, 9 
12/28 Irene Dorfinger & Dieter 
 Manthey,19 
12/30 Rebecca & Jordan Kilbey, 9 

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 
BIRTHDAYS 
12/1 Christina Landau 
12/2 Maret Hebert 
  Allen Pannell 
12/3 Crystal Holmes 
  Doug Sandidge 
12/5 Erik Draper 
  Deb Morris 
12/6 Caiya Titsworth 
12/7 MacKaye Moore 
  Andrea Myers 
  Charlie Pfrommer 
12/9 Scot Kinney 
12/10 Elliana Spangler 
12/12  Clara Rosa 
12/13 Larry Benorden 
12/14 Lisa Stelter 
12/15 Mason Sandidge 
  Kathy Westbrook 
12/17 Bea Schultz 
  Nicole Yount 
  Eli McDonald 
12/19 Brandon Wright 
12/20 Kole Matherly 
  Dillon Carroll 
12/21 Amanda Rosenblum 
  Michael Sproat 
12/22 Rachel Bell 
  Eric Madson 

  Isaac Taylor 
12/23 Alan Berdal 
  Carrie Parrott 
12/25 Jesus 
12/27 Myra Rothenberg 
12/28 Dave Birkholz 
  Yvette Edwards 
  Ken Savitz 
12/29 Andrew Rothenberg 
12/30 Trish Holley 
12/31 Jeff  Zager 
 
BAPTISMS 
12/1 Laura Beardsley 
  Mary Beth Blake 
  Zach Enderson 
  Roy Fenstermaker 
  Michael Lee 
  Foster Loyacano 
  Robin Madson 
  Bob Moore 
  Rick Parsons 
  Joan Pfrommer 
  Alice Pigott 
  Joe Pigott 
  Adam Rondinone 
  Anna Sass 
  Linda Shaver 
  Tim Stone 

 
12/2 Arlene Aring 
  Sofia Martorell 
12/4 Kathy Wise-Smith 
12/8 Sarah Green 
12/9 Sam Thompson 
12/10 Dee Bumpers 
  Debbie Pinchok 
12/11 Terry Runger 
12/13 Larry Benorden 
  Linda Beyer 
12/17 Mary Blackburn 
  Darren Rothenberg 
  Nicole Yount 
12/19 Jasmine Holbert 
12/22 Grant Bauman 
  Adam Schmid 
12/23 Lisa Berdal 
  Ethan Gray 
  Nick Lyman 
12/24 Tyler Bird 
12/25 Nortrud DePorter 
  Deb Miller 
  Rebecca Mitchell 
12/26 Parker Tunnell 
12/27 Ashley Benorden 
12/30 Lourdes Martorell 
12/31 Blaine Enderson 
  Lorie Getzen 

Have a December date 
not featured here? 

Contact Mary Boring, 
966-9626 to have your special day 
recorded in our church records. 

FROM THE HEART By Nancy Reed 

Consecration  Yeshua's birth 
was a beginning, not a conclusion. 
When we made the decision to become 
part of His family of faith, this was also 
not a conclusion but the beginning of a 
life-long journey. The first step we take 
in this journey of faith is known as con-
secration. It is the decision to give our-
selves completely to our Creator. It is 
not the act of feelings but of our will. 
 
As a religious practice consecration 
dates back to the Old Testament and 
is also found in the New Testament. 
One of the earliest scriptural refer-
ences to the act of consecration can 
be found in Joshua 3-5 and also in the 
New Testament in 2 Corinthians 6-17. 
 
Consecration is not only for clergy 
or knowledgeable mature Christians. 
it is available to everyone. We cannot 
reach maturity of the spirit without the 
consecration of ourselves to Him (this 
decision is our part--sanctification is 
our Lord’s part). 
 
D.L Moody "The world has yet to see 
what God will do with a man fully con-
secrated to Him" 
 
When we consecrate ourselves to our 
Creator, we put ourselves completely 
in His hands. Previously our life was 
for our use, now it is for His. This deci-
sion is our consent for the Holy Spirit  

 
 
to bring us into a deeper more pas-
sionate, and complete, understanding 
of what our relationship with our Crea-
tor can be. As we grow stronger spirit-
ually every trial given us becomes 
grounds for victory. 
 
All holiness comes from our Creator, 
any holiness demonstrated by human 
beings is transferred to that person 
from Him. Only our Father has the 
power to make a person into some-
thing sacred.  
 
The decision of consecration must be 
one we decide to make. We, also, 
should remember to invite Him into 
every circumstance in our life, because 
when our Father enters miracles hap-
pen. 
 
Our Father’s work in us is by "consent" 
which explains how a person can be a 
Christian for many years and yet have 
little spiritual growth. (This decision 
"consecration" means restraining one’s 
OWN power to allow room for our 
Creator to reign.) 
 
True success in this life comes in 
consecrating our lives----that is our 
time and choices --to God's purpose. 
"Habitation with the Lord is our true 
dwelling place" Henri Nouwen 
 
 

We can pray this: Father, I give you 
permission to work in me. I offer myself 
willingly to you. I open the door of my 
heart to you. Come in and conform me 
to you in every way. 
 
C.H. Spurgeon "I have now concentrat-
ed all my prayers into one, and that 
one prayer is this, that I may die to self 
and live wholly to Him" 
.           Shalom 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER FLOWERS 
12/6   Maret & Leo Hebert 

JANUARY DATES 
1/10  —available— 
1/17  —available— 
1/24  —available— 
1/31  —available— 

 

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted near 
the library. Dates are available for the 
upcoming year for you to celebrate 
special events and remember loved 
ones. Sign up on your special date. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
We joyfully received new members of Faith Lutheran Church 
during both worship services on All Saints Day. 
 

Trish & Bill Lucas, Judy Bryant, Maggie & Garrett Welch, 
Breanna & William Halsey, Mindy & Mike Houlihan with sons 
Thomas & Peyton, as well as Jennifer & Brad Berry and their 
children Christian & Addison. If you’d like to be a member of 
the congregation, please notify the church office. 

YEAR END PLANNING 
2021 is fast approaching! 

Wednesday, December 30, 2020, noon is the last day to 
make a contribution for 2020. Now is a good time to look at 
planning your 2020 year end strategy. If you are considering a 
stock transfer or RMD contribution, allow enough time for your 
broker to record your transaction by the year end.  
 
Contact Mary in the church office if you need assistance or  
additional information, 966-9626. 

A  
has been born to you; 
he is Christ THE Lord! 

Savior 

Luke 2:11 

WELCOME NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS 
During our November 15 Congregational Meeting three new 
council members were voted in to serve a three-year term. Al-
ice Pigott, Sam Howard and Adam Edwards will serve begin-
ning January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2023. 


