Christmas Eve
A Celebration of the Light of the World

Faith Lutheran Church
Traditional Worship Services
DECEMBER 24, 2020
5pm & 7pm
Faith Lutheran Church
225 Jamestowne Boulevard
Knoxville, Tennessee
We continue our observance of individual communion, physical distancing, masks and sanitizing
protocol for the safety of everyone attending in-person worship in our sanctuary. Virtual services
are also live online at Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville. Those worshiping via Facebook
are encouraged to share the post. Prayer concerns can be sent using the Facebook comment section.
Online worshipers are encouraged to participate in communion. Weekly bulletins are available
with the link on our website each Friday. Past services, as well as our audio sermon library
are available with the link on our website homepage , www.faithloves.org.

PRELUDE

I Wonder as I Wander

John Jacob Niles

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

CHRISTMAS EVE CALL TO WORSHIP & INVOCATION stand
Pastor: Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Congregation: He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations
prove the glory of His righteousness and wonders of His love.
P: Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.
C: Amen.
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CHILDREN’S TALK

Children stay in pews.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME
SCRIPTURE LESSONS
OLD TESTAMENT READING
ISAIAH 9:2-7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in
a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people
exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall
be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
TITUS 3:4-7
4
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us,
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy.
6
This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

2

GOSPEL READING (stand)
LUKE 2:1-20
Pastor: The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the second chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
6
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
13
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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SERMON
Hope

Pastor Bob Stelter
Sermons are available online at faithloves.org.

HYMN OF THE EVENING stand

THE PROCLAMATION OF FAITH / NICENE CREED
Pastor: We proclaim the faith within us:
All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven. By the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Assistant: Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope,
let us pray for the church, those in need and all of creation.
Brief silence.)

Assistant: Holy God, from you comes all grace and righteousness. Bind your church
together during this Christmas season, that we bear witness to the truth
of the gospel throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.
A: Holy God, all creation reveals your splendor and majesty. Guide us in caring
for the earth and all it contains, and bring about favorable weather during
this time of travel. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Holy God, in the midst of chaos, your Son was born for us. Instill in politicians, military leaders and civil servants a desire for justice and peace. Lord,
in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Holy God, you care for your children in this and every place. Grant relief to
those in fear, shelter to the homeless, community to the isolated, joy to expectant
parents, relief to those who yearn for children and healing to the sick.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Holy God, protect those who travel, comfort those who are alone, accompany those
who celebrate and make your presence known among those who gather around
word and sacrament. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Holy God, your Son became incarnate to provide salvation for all. Lead us
by the example of the faithful departed as we await the blessed hope of the
life to come. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one
who took on our nature and form to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ
our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
Congregation: And also with you.
(Exchange greetings in the name of the Lord.)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: We pray,
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Communion in pews

Pastor: Christ is the true bread that has come down from heaven,
Congregation: Emmanuel, God with us.
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THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SPREADS
Pastor: Christ is come! Let your light so shine.
Congregation: Amen.

HYMN OF LIGHT

Repeat verse 1

THE BLESSING
Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless us this holy night.
(Make the sign of the cross with your glowstick.)
All: Amen.
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HYMN OF JOY

THE DISMISSAL
Assistant: Go into the darkness as the people of light to love God, love others
and serve.
Congregation: We go in peace! Amen.

POSTLUDE

Handel’s Christmas Hymn

Please return your bulletin to the ushers after the service.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
225 Jamestowne Boulevard, Farragut, TN 37934
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www.faithloves.org

Evangelical Lutheran Churches in America
Founding Congregation of Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, Tellico Village
Founding Congregation of Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry Stephen Ministry Congregation
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 9am ♦ Contemporary Worship 11:11am

Members of Faith — Ministers
Dr. Robert Stelter — Pastor
Mich Walter — Organist & Choirmaster
Allison Cosby — Contemporary Worship Leader
Stephen Zell — Sound Tech
Peter Jeong — Camera Tech

Mary Boring — Office Manager
Phylis Garrison — Publications
Tiffany Crutchfield — Nursery Care Giver
Barbara Birkholz—Financial Secretary
Mildred Fenske — Prayer Chain Coordinator
Alicia & David Brondos — Missionaries

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP LEADERS

Christmas Eve Worship Leaders
5pm

Minister
Assisting Minister
Lector
Usher

7pm

Pastor Bob Stelter
Aynsleigh Martin
Ira Thompson
Mildred Fenske

Pastor Bob Stelter
Will Halsey
Dave Birkholz
John Woods

1st Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 27
9am Traditional
11:11am Contemporary

Both services feature our favorite CarolSing
& Holy Communion with a message
to keep Christmas all year.

Join Us on Sundays

Traditional Worship ~ 9am
Contemporary Worship ~ 11:11am
FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL . . .
We continue our observance of individual communion, physical distancing, masks and sanitizing
protocol for the safety of everyone attending in-person worship in our sanctuary. Virtual services
are also live online at Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville. Those worshiping via Facebook
are encouraged to share the post. Prayer concerns can be sent using the Facebook comment section.
Online worshipers are encouraged to participate in communion. Weekly bulletins are available
with the link on our website each Friday. Past services, as well as our audio sermon library
are available with the link on our website homepage , www.faithloves.org.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS
ALTAR ARRANGEMENTS
In honor of the Birth of Our Savior
Faith Lutheran Church

In memory of Joe, our son
Alice & Joe Pigott

POINSETTIAS
In memory of Joe, our son
In memory of Paul Hamilton, Alice’s brother
Alice & Joe Pigott
In memory of Toivo Rist
Connie Rist
In memory of Adelaide & Sterling Wigren
In memory of Myrtle & Wilbur Dean
Nancy & Steve Dean
In memory of Lynne and David Norton
The Titsworth Family
In memory of Lorene French & Gale Stewart,
our mothers
Ann & Randy Stewart
In memory of Heinz Manthey
Irene & Dieter Manthey
In memory of Kay Gary Fink
Pat & Nick Gary
In memory of Lisa & Carol
Vicki Adams

In memory of Louise & C.B. Wright
In memory of Arlene & George Herbold, Jr.
In memory of Austin Montgomery Herbold, our son
Mary & George Herbold
In memory of Evelyn Watkins
In memory of Kathryn Stone
In memory of Cheryl Stone
Reneé & Tim Stone
In honor of our children
In honor of our grandchildren
In honor of our great grandchildren
Maret & Leo Hebert
In memory of Ray & Jeanette Miller, Deb’s parents
In memory of Sharon Mallory, Matt’s mother
Deb Miller, Matt Gray & Ethan
In memory of Janet Yates, Leona’s mother
Leona & Bill Porteous

In memory of Rev. & Mrs. Earl Gustafson
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Donald Perkins
Carol & Phil Perkins

