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LENT BEGINS THIS MONTH 
The holy penitential season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17. We provide worship at noon and 7pm with the 
imposition of ashes in the sanctuary. 
 
Our Lenten Theme is the Marks of Discipleship 
from the book PowerSurge, available to all in the 
narthex. See Pastor’s Column in this newsletter 
for more details. 
 
Wednesday evenings during Lent, beginning on 
February 24, 7pm, join us for a presentation 
on the Marks of Discipleship on our Facebook 
page. PowerSurge classes will be held online only at 
Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville each Wednesday evening, 
February 24—March 31, 7-7:30pm.  

IMPORTANT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, February 7  •  Noon  •  Sanctuary 

Please attend this important called meeting of the congregation. 
▪ Presentation of the Annual Report. 
▪ Vote to extend a call to an Associate Pastor. 
▪ State of the Church Report by Deb Miller & Pastor Bob. 
▪ Recognition of outgoing Council Members. 

MINISTRY TEAM 
NIGHT 

All the congregation’s ministry 
teams will gather for a night 
of prayer and planning on 
Monday, February 8 at 
6:30pm in the sanctuary. 
Come join a team and be 
involved in the mission and 
ministries of Faith Lutheran 
Church! 

SUPER SUNDAY 
Put on those jerseys and 
hats from your favorite teams 
from any sport for worship 
February 7. It’s 
Super Bowl 
Sunday. 
Pastor Stelter 
will teach why 
every Sunday 
is super! 

UPDATE 
By Reneé Stone 
 
 
 

Greeting and blessings to you all. God contin-
ues to be very generous and gracious to our 
congregation. 
 
Our Walk by Faith appeal is approaching the 
two-year mark of a three-year campaign and 
work continues to move forward. We are en-
joying the comforts of the new HVAC system 
and are sharing the Word of God with many 
online viewers with the new projection and 
sound system. These were the first completed 
projects of the appeal and the improvements 
have supported our mission to Love God. Love 
Others. Serve. If you have not had an oppor-
tunity to participate in the Walk by Faith ap-
peal, please visit our website, faithloves.org to 
donate. 
 
The new kitchen design is complete and 
currently the property team, led by Charlie 
Pfrommer, is soliciting bids from 5 contractors. 
Once these bids are received, council will re-
view and approve a contractor to complete the 
work. Thank you to Alice Pigott, Connie Rist, 
Debbie Pinchok and their team for soliciting 
and working through the design process. 
 
The property team hired an engineer to 
evaluate the parking lot repair, specifically 
to address the condition of the catch basins. 
The evaluation was completed January 22 
and the expectation is that the basins must 
be replaced. The original cost estimate was 
based on paving only, therefore, once the final 
engineer’s report is received, we will adjust the 
original estimates and discuss how to proceed. 
 
The plans for landscaping upgrades include 
an underground sprinkler pipe that would run 
underneath the parking lot. Moving forward is 
planned to coincide with the parking lot project. 

 
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 

II Corinthians 5:7. 

 



THE MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP 
I am often asked, especially by un-churched people, “Pastor, what does 
it take to be a Christian?” 
 

T hat is a profound question to ask, whether churched or un-churched. 
Is our Christian self-understanding reflected in our lives through 

basic forms of faith practices? 
 

During Lent, we are lifting up six marks of discipleship as outlined in the 
text PowerSurge. Copies of the book are available in the narthex. (This 
was our intent for Lent in 2020, but was postponed due to the initial 
outbreak of the corona virus.) Please read the book and make embrac-
ing the marks of discipleship your personal Lenten act of piety. Then 
join us on Sunday mornings during worship for a sermon series on the 
marks as well as on Wednesday evenings for a Lenten study of the 
marks on Facebook. 
 

W ednesday presentations will begin on February 24, 7pm online at 
Facebook.com/FaithLutheran Knoxville. The marks of disciple-

ship bridge the gap between faith and practice, between belief and be-
havior. The six marks have long characterized individuals who have a 
living, active faith. 
 

T he six marks of faith are prayer, worship, reading the Bible, serving, 
developing intentional Christian relationships and giving. Practicing 

these six marks does not make one perfect. Rather, practice makes 
progress. 
 

The church should always know her business. We are in the disciple 
making business. Going through the Lenten season with an intentional 
emphasis on faith development will serve us all well as we seek to 
make more disciples and be better disciples. 
 

Here’s to Lent, a power surge and the marks of discipleship. 
 

 
 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and 
connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
John Woods leads the study of The Lives 
of Great Christians each Sunday at 
10:15am in The Cup. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
A Live class streams on ZOOM Sundays 
at 10:15am. For the safety of all, please 
follow these protocols: 
▪ Class is in the room next to the nursery. 
▪ Students must be accompanied by at 

least 1 parent. 
▪ All in attendance must wear a mask. 
▪ Hand sanitizer is supplied in the class-

room. 
 

The lesson and Zoom link will be emailed 
each Friday in prepa-ration for the class. 
Please notify the church office if your 
family hasn’t been receiving weekly 
Sunday School emails. Contact Melissa 
Horning or Deb Miller for more information. 

NEWS FROM THE 
FAMILY OF FAITH 
 

. . . we hosted ST. MARY’S 
COPTIC ORTHODOX 

CHURCH in our sanctuary for their Christ-
mas Eve worship service which was held, 
according to the Coptic tradition, on the 
evening of the Epiphany, January 6 . . 
ETHAN GRAY earned his Red Belt in 
Taekwando. . . 

 

KNOXVILLE GOSPEL CHOIR 
The Gospel Choir program scheduled for 
February 27 has been rescheduled for 
February 26, 2022 due to covid precautions. 

FIRST COMMUNION 
INSTRUCTION 
 
Children are invited to learn 
more about Holy Communion 

at our First Communion classes. Join us 
Wednesdays during Lent, March 3 & 10, 
5-5:45pm. Class meets with Pastor 
Stelter in The Cup. 
 
First Communion is celebrated at Maundy 
Thursday worship, April 1. Parent must 
attend class with child. 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
By Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
 

Open February 1, 3-5pm & February 15, 3-6:30pm 
Items Needed Vegetable oil •Syrup • Shampoo • Conditioner 

 
As I compose the statistics for our 2020 Annual Report, I was amazed 
at the number of families we supported during these uncertain times. 
With your support, we provided much needed food for 582 families—
more than 200 more families than the previous year. Nearly 6,500 
children, adults and seniors were fed with your contributions of food, 
volunteer hours and generous monetary donations. 
 

In 2020 we quickly converted our shopping experience to a “bag & 
deliver” drive-thru to protect the health and safety of our volunteers 
and those we serve. As we continue in 2021, our need continues to 
grow for food as well as volunteers to keep the pantry running.  
 

As the year continues, we pray that your generous support, in whatever 
aspect you choose, continues to help serve our community.  

Love God.  Love Others.  Serve. 



 
 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: February 1, 3-5pm & 15, 3-6:30pm 

We continue drive-thru service. 
 

——— 
 

Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, February 7, noon 

 

——— 
 

Church Council, February 16 
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

 

——— 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, February 18, 9am 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 

——— 
 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, February 27, noon 

 

——— 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm 

Led by John Woods. 
——— 

Ladies Small Group Please call or text 
Lynda Primka, 742-2727 for information 

about virtual and live meetings. 
 

——— 
 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 
 

Property Team 
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

 

——— 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
 

 
 
 
 

Disaster Ministry 
A trained team member will check your 

home smoke detectors. 
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule. 

——— 
Community Coalition 

Against Human Trafficking 
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 

or suziethree@hotmail.com. 
——— 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

——— 
Raise Jamaica International 

Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 
mike.3@hotmail.com. 

——— 
Mercy Ships 

Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 
——— 

Salvation Army Shelter Visit 
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME 
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN 

FEBRUARY ALTAR FLOWERS 
2/7    —available— 
2/14  Barbara & Dave Birkholz 
2/21  —Lenten Arrangements— 
2/28  —Lenten Arrangements— 

 

The new 2021 Flower Chart is posted near the library. Dates 
are available for the upcoming year for you to celebrate spe-
cial events and remember loved ones. Sign up for your spe-
cial date. 

End of Year Report 2020 
This report highlights the activities of RAISE Jamaica for 
December 2020. 
We are thankful for the leadership on the field: 
▪ Jeffrey Thompson who led the team in the absence of 

Cleveland. 
▪ Cleveland Hart who returned to his position mid-December. 
▪ The RAISE Jamaica Community Board and its Chairman, 

Levan Freeman for the support they have offered. 
▪ The farmers for enduring the challenges of the times. 
▪ The market community for readily taking the produce from 

RAISE. 
▪ The various other partners—RADA (Rural Agricultural 

Development Agency), St. Mary Cooperative, Farm Stores 
in and around Highgate and Port Maria. 
 

Rain 
The impact of the recent rainfall, one of the most prolonged in re-
cent history, is significant. It has affected RAISE in the following 
ways: Flooded fields, loss of harvest, loss of goats, soil erosion, 
damaged roadways, overgrown fields, Although the continuous 
rainfall has affected the activities on the farm, some farmers are 
still able to produce something for the market. 
 

Water Harvesting 
We want to report that all our water catchments are at capacity. 

DOWN ON THE FARM 
By Leo Hall 

MERCY SHIPS UPDATE 
By Lynda Primka 

Pastor Bob’s sermon on January 24, 2021, mentioned planting 
seeds for the future. Mercy Ships plants seeds for the future 
care of the people of Africa as part of their (and our!) ongoing 
work. The need for dental care in Africa is immense. During our 
visit to Mercy Ships in Senegal, Alex and I were surprised to 
learn how much suffering happens when people can’t get good 
care for their teeth. 
 
During the service in Guinea in 2018-2019, Mercy Ships part-
nered with the local dental school in Conakry, Guinea. Mercy 
Ships has continued that support with adjunctive clinical train-
ing, mentoring and courses for students from Cameroon, 
Guinea, Djibouti, Benin, Niger, Chad and Mali. This partnership 
helped with the opening of a student dental clinic during 2020! 
More than 1200 procedures were provided to patients already. 
Seeds of love were planted and grew! 



What is a columbarium? A columbari-
um is a structure for the respectful and 
public storage of funeral urns holding 
the cremated remains of the deceased 
placed in niches of the structure. Most 
of us are familiar with mausoleums, 
also structures related to a final resting 
place. Mausoleums, however, hold 
whole bodies, while a columbarium 
only holds cremains. 
 
Faith Lutheran Church approved mov-
ing forward with the acquisition of a 
columbarium, as presented at the 
congregational meeting in November, 
2019. A columbarium committee was 
formed and has been working since 
then. The committee provided an up-
date on the columbarium at the annual 
congregational meeting in November, 
2020. 
 
Laura Beardsley, chairperson of the 
columbarium committee, writes: “I want 
to take a moment to reiterate our up-
date for those of you who couldn’t be 
present at the meeting. We are excited 
to announce that the columbarium will 
be installed soon on the west side of 
the church near the entrance. Larry 
Click of Click Funeral Home is provid-
ing the funds to purchase the colum-
barium. Our church will repay Mr. Click 
as niches are sold to offset the pur-
chase. Once his portion of the project 
is met, only our church will receive the 
income. This is Mr. Click’s goodwill 

gesture as a Christian and someone 
who cares about our community, espe-
cially local congregations. He assisted 
us before with the development of the 
Lake Campus. The columbarium will 
have 64 niches and each niche can 
hold two urns. We are still ironing out 
the niche cost details. Members of our 
congregation will receive a discount. 
We already have congregation mem-
bers asking to reserve niches! I hope 
you are as excited as we are to en-
hance our church campus with the ad-
dition of the columbarium.” 
 
Why would Faith Lutheran Church pro-
vide a columbarium to members and 
the community? Many of us have seen 
congregations with adjoining grave 
yards. St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Vonore is a good example. Just like 
providing a parish grave yard, a colum-
barium provides a final resting place in 
a sacred setting. Since we do not have 
the land for a grave yard and since 
cremations now outnumber burials, a 
columbarium is our way to serve our 
church and community. The columbari-
um is one more opportunity to advance 
our mission to Love God. Love Others. 
Serve. 
 
The Christian church is the prime are-
na to ask questions about the end of 
life. Our faith teaches that life is short 
and temporary. We are bolstered by 
the promise of eternal life with God 

after our earthly death. A columbarium 
is a physical reminder of resurrection.  
It stands as a sentinel of the reality of 
death and the promise of new life. 
Our columbarium will be a tangible 
reminder of the temporary nature of life 
on this earth. It is a proclamation of the 
Easter miracle. It will always remind us 
of God’s love. 
 
Pastor Bob Stelter says, “Every time 
we drive into our parking lot and see 
our columbarium, our faith is strength-
ened. The columbarium is a witness of 
things we profess, like the communion 
of saints, the resurrection of the dead 
and life everlasting. The columbarium 
is a powerful teaching tool for parents 
with their children. May the columbari-
um strengthen our faith and encourage 
us. We are all on our way to eternal 
life. What a better resting place for our 
earthly remains than the holy grounds 
of our dear church.” 
 
Having a columbarium will unite us 
with other West Knoxville Lutheran 
congregations with a columbarium, 
Grace Lutheran Church on Middle-
brook Pike and Messiah Lutheran 
Church on Kingston Pike. 

 
An informational presentation on 
the columbarium will be held in The 
Cup on Sunday, February 14, at 
10:15am.  

A COLUMBARIUM COMES TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FROM THE HEART 
By Nancy Reed 
 

LEVITICUS 1, "The Lord Called" 
Without an Old Testament understand-
ing of blood offerings, we cannot fully 
understand the concept of our Creator’s 
plan of redemption or comprehend all 
the significance of Yeshua's sacrificial 
death. The blood sacrifices represent-
ed life and death, as well as freedom, 
and were an essential element of the 
Mosaic covenant. In addition, the 
sacrifices in the Old Testament also 
point toward the coming of Yeshua 
and the perfect sacrifice He would 
eventually offer. 
 
Just as the blood of the lamb had to 
be applied to the doorposts of Hebrew 
homes in Egypt, so must the blood of 
Yeshua be applied, by faith, to our 
hearts to cleanse us from every trace 
of a guilty conscience over past sin. 
Romans 8:1 "There is therefore 

NOW no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ, who walk not 
after flesh, but after the spirit". 

Hebrews 9:14 "How much more shall 
the blood of Christ, offered without 
spot to God, cleanse our conscience 
from dead works to serve the living 
God" 

Hebrews 10:22 "Let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water." 

The pure waters in this scripture refer 
to the "Mikvah" (Hebrew), the ritual 
water immersion symbolic of a new 
spiritual birth allowing us full assur-
ance, by faith, that we can have that 
promised intimate relationship with 
our Creator. 
 
This is so important because guilt can 
separate us from intimacy with our 
Creator and others. Gathering together 
and encouraging each other in our 
faith should be a priority. We also 

must KNOW (not just in our head) but 
BELIEVE (deep in our heart) in our 
TOTAL absolution/ forgiveness, which 
can be difficult to fully comprehend. 
"Forgiveness must be accepted before 

it's complete." . . . “If God forgives us 
we must forgive ourselves, otherwise 
it’s like setting up ourselves as a 
higher tribunal than Him." C.S. Lewis 

 
Each of us has been given the ministry 
of reconciliation which involves this 
"Good News" that forgiveness is prom-
ised through Yeshua once we have 
repented and re-directed our lives. The 
ministry of reconciliation is the" contin-
uation" of Yeshua's ministry here on 
earth. Sharing that message with others 
is essential and our lives must reflect 
that message. 
1 John 4-10 "This is love, not that 

we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitia-
tion for our sins." 

This is the message of the Gospel, 
the ministry of reconciliation.  Shalom 



FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

Have a Febuary date not featured 
here? Contact Mary Boring, 

966-9626 to have your special day 
recorded in our church records. 

 

Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville! 

BIRTHDAYS 
2/1 Ben Dickinson 
 Anthony Purcell 
2/3 Wendy Carroll 
2/4 Deanne Benorden 
 Mary Clark 
 Tim Stone 
2/5 Jenni Haydek 
 Caroline Keenan 
2/6 Eliana Rosa 
2/7 Mindy Houlihan 
2/8 Katie Spangler 
2/9 Christian Berry 
 Nick Vagott 
2/10 Allison Pressley 
2/11 Gretchen Sandidge 
 Randy Stewart 
 Derek Willis 
 

 
2/12 Jessica Huebner 
2/13 David Echols 
2/14 Emma Jeter 
2/16 Roy Fenstermaker 
 Tim Holbert 
2/17 Teresa Puterbaugh 
2/18 Haley Bauman 
2/19 Travis Palatinus 
2/20 Brad Blackwell 
 Brooks Huebner 
 Glenda Mayfield 
 Debbie Moore 
2/21 Barbara Barrass 
 Breanna Halsey 
2/24 Ted Primka IV 
 Justin Rosa 
2/26 Amy Monteagudo 
 
 

BAPTISMS 
2/1 Peggy Beckwith 
 Jan Darnell 
2/4 Deanne Benorden 
 Clara Rosa 
2/11 Amanda Rosenblum 
 Bruce Mitchell 
2/12 Myles Cooper 
 Jacob Lang 
2/14 Andrea Myers 
 Isaac Taylor 
2/17 Erik Draper 
 Leona Porteous 
2/22 Mason Sandidge 
2/26 Amy Monteagudo 

ANNIVERSARIES 
2/6 Bart & Cyrila Di Giovanni, 50 
2/11 David & Dawn Willis, 37 
2/14 Judy & Bob Morris, 23 
 Bill & Bobbie Steele, 28 
2/18 Chuck & Joy Crosby, 32 
2/19 Tony & Amy Monteagudo, 27 
2/24 Gene & Barbara Bird, 48 
 Nick & Patricia Gary, 60 
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40 Days — 
My Lenten Prayer 
Create space in my life 
for more kindness, 
greater generosity and 
stronger compassion. 
 

Enlarge my heart 
with a spirit of gratitude 
this Lent, so that  may 
recognize the simple gifts 
that lay in abundance 
all around me. 
 

In your sacred name I pray. 
Amen. 

Worship is essential! In 2021, we resolve to be regular in our 
worship attendance. And, in the midst of a surging pandemic 
and political change, worship is our anchor. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 

9am, Traditional  •  11:11am, Contemporary 
 

In-person worship services are held in our Faith Lutheran 
Church sanctuary. Online services are held on Facebook Live. 
Past services are also available for viewing on Face book.com/
Faith LutheranKnoxville and our website, www.faithloves.org. 
An audio sermon library is available on our website. 
 

Persons worshiping via Facebook are encouraged to share 
the post. Prayer concerns can be sent using the Facebook 
comment section. Online worshipers are encouraged to partici-
pate in holy communion. Weekly bulletins are available each 
Friday on our website. 
 

Offerings in support of our congregation, may be given online 
using the safe and free procedures on our website, 
www.faithloves.org or mail your check to the church office. 
Offerings are also collected each Sunday in the sanctuary dur-
ing worship. 
 

In our sanctuary during the corona virus crisis, we are diligent 
in observing safe health procedures, including individual 
communion, social distancing and masks.  There is no fellow-
ship gathering in The Cup for now. 

IN-PERSON, ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

http://www.faithloves.org
http://www.faithloves.org

