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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.   †  OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve. 

UPDATE 
By Reneé Stone 
 

We are officially in the third and final 
year of the Walk by Faith appeal 
to beautify our worship space. We 
celebrate the generosity of the gifts 
received and the diligent work by 
the Walk by Faith team. We can see 
the finish line and are now working 
towards completing all the project 
goals. We can accomplish these 
goals with continued support and 
God’s great grace bestowed upon us. 
 
There two remaining large projects: 
the kitchen remodel and parking lot 
repair/repaving. 
 
We are currently receiving best and 
final offers from contractors for the 
kitchen remodel project. Once the 
final bids are received with final 
cost estimates, the plan will begin 
construction as soon as possible. 
With that said, it is noted that we do 
see volatility in contractor availability 
 

 
 
and higher labor and material costs 
due to the current economic environ-
ment. We must be patient 
and work through these unanticipated 
issues; however, we will continue to 
move forward. 
 
A complete and thorough engineers 
report has been received for the 
parking lot project and we will turn 
our attention towards this project 
after the kitchen is underway. 
 
As we work through our final year 
of Walk by Faith, cash flow will be 
important to pay for the two remaining 
large projects. Funds are available 
to complete the kitchen remodel 
assuming there are no costs over-
runs. Future contributions will be 

allocated to the parking lot once the 
donations are received. 
 
Thank you for your continued 
support of Walk by Faith! 
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COUNCIL CORNER 
By: Andrew Parrott, Council President 
 

Halfway through 2021 and our church 
has embarked on the beginning of 
exciting change and continuing to carry 
God's message of love throughout our 
community. Pastor Dan has not only 
arrived, but he and his family have 
become an already observable asset 
to our church family! I encourage you 
all to make time to speak with Pastor 
Dan and his family. Let's continue to 
make him feel welcome and give him 
the opportunity to get to know us all. 
 

Throughout this year we have and 
will continue to upgrade while adding 
value within our community. We have 
installed new technology, decor and 
remodel focused on our congregation's 
requests, increasing our evangelism 
efforts and allowing us to help spread 
hope and God's love. This includes 
adding WIFI throughout the building, 
advancement on the kitchen remodel 
and wood décor highlighting our 
mission statement "Love God. Love 
Others. Serve." 
 

The past 16 months have impacted 
us all in various ways. With the most 
evident impact being the need for 
understanding, love, and faith. As a 
church, I want to underscore the 
importance of our actions, perspectives 
and how we present ourselves to the 
congregation, and those we meet in 
all places we go. 
 

Speaking from experience - it was your 
love, Pastor Bob's love, and a church 
representing love that allowed me and 
my family to not only feel welcome but 
more importantly accept Christ as our 
Savior. Our actions matter. 
 

I am so grateful for all of you and thank 
you for all you do. 
 

Corinthians 16:14 Let all that you do 
be done in love. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
THE WORLD’S GREATEST COMEBACK! 
We are coming back from a difficult time in the 

world with the corona virus, masks, vaccinations, shut downs, alternate 
school options and a racial reckoning. The greatest comeback of all is 
God's victory of death at Easter. The resurrection is the theme of this year's 
Vacation Bible School, "The World’s Greatest Comeback!" Join us online 
for a covid safe Vacation Bible School this summer. Vacation Bible School 
will be presented on our Facebook page and church YouTube channel, 
all summer long beginning the week of July 5. Craft bags will soon be 
available at the church for participants. 
 
 

BLESSED BE THE TIE THAT BLINDS! 
Wear your most colorful, most outrageous, most 
blinding tie to worship on Father’s Day, June 20. 
The most blinding tie receives a prize. This contest 
is open to all ages and sexes! 



MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10:15AM 
Early Christianity-The Experience of the Divine 
John Woods leads this class in The Cup. 

GREETINGS FROM PASTOR DAN 
We are in Knoxville! We have a house! I am installed! 
What a month! Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 
Thank you for being so welcoming to my 
family and me this first month. Thank you for your un-
derstanding as I begin to figure out where light switch-
es and bathrooms are in this building. Thank you for 
your patience  as I find the hospital and everything 
else in this community. Your warmth and hospitality 
have made this transition go a little more smoothly for 
Kim, Naomi, Annika, and me. We are excited to be 
here and to see how God will use us, shape us, and 
transform us in the years to come in this community. 
 
I know often times the summer marks a slowdown  
in mission and ministry, and while that will likely be 
the case, I’m also excited to get started here at Faith 
Lutheran Church. In the weeks to come, you will likely 
be receiving an invitation from me for you to share 
what’s going on in the life of Faith Lutheran Church,  
in the life of your family, in the life of this community, 
and beyond, as I seek to listen to you and the Spirit to 
guide us in our mission to Love God. Love Others. 
Serve. Please share with me as that is so vital to our 
growth as individuals and as a community. 
 
In this time of transition and new beginnings, please 
also feel free to reach out to me. I’m always happy 
to engage in conversation about almost anything! 
My door is open – my e-mail is ready – I’d love to 
gather with you to hear more about who you are 
and what God is doing in your life. 
 
So again, thank you for your warm greetings and 
kindness. This is a big change for our family and you 
have made it a little bit less chaotic. 
 
   Peace to you! 
 
 
 
   The Rev. Dan Forehand 

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT GRIEF 
This month, let’s continue our conversation about grief.  
Over the past year of the pandemic, I have noticed the  
one emotion we’ve all shared is grief. For the next several 
months in this space, I’ll explore grief. Here are seven points 
to understand: 
╬ Grieving takes strength. Grieving takes most, if not all, 

of your strength. Do not worry if you do not have as 
much energy as you did before your loss. Scale back 
and only do the things that are necessary. Don’t feel 
guilty about doing less. 

 

╬ Greet the tears. They will bring healing. Let your tears 
flow either when you are alone or in public. Crying is a 
natural outlet of grief. Do not apologize. 

 

╬ Triggering events will occur. Anniversaries, birthdays, 
holidays, places, objects and people will trigger memo-
ries surrounding your less. Be prepared for the grief to 
gush forth again during these times. There is also some-
thing about coming to worship after a recent loss that is 
overwhelmingly emotional and triggering. 

 

╬ Grief changes you. Grief is transforming. The process 
of grieving makes a person change who they are emo-
tionally, physically, mentally and spiritually. It is okay to 
change. Just be aware it might happen. Embrace the 
change rather than fight it. 

 

╬ Others will be at a loss. Grief is something not easily 
discussed. People have no clue how to discuss death or 
your personal loss. Tell friends and family specifically 
what you need and want during your period of grief. 
They will be thankful and so will you. 

 

╬ Be aware of scheduling changes. Life will not be nor-
mal and routines may need to be different. Try to keep 
as much structure as possible in your life and minimize 
the amount of change. 

 

╬ Grief brings the opportunity for growth. Look for it. 
Direct your thoughts forward. Grief is a healing process. 

 

We’ll continue our exploration of grief in the coming months. 
Until then, I wish you good grief. 

 
 
 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons 
and connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

WELCA MEETS IN JUNE! 
By Annette Pal 
Our ladies’ group, Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, will meet in The Cup Wednesday, 
June 16, at 10am.  The plan is to recap some of our 
reactions to the covid pandemic and plan our path forward. 
We hope to have both previous and new members in 
attendance at this long-delayed gathering. 

NEW PROTOCOL APPROVED 
On May 18, the council of Faith Lutheran Church approved 
new procedures for congregational activities. Masks are 
optional for those vaccinated. Fellowship between services 
returns. Communion is offered at the altar; individual in-pew 
communion option still remains. Streaming of services 
online continues. The Cry Room is open. 
 

Sunday Service Schedule 
Traditional Worship, 9am 
Contemporary Worship, 11:11am 

 

Bulletins are posted on the website, www.faithloves.org. 
Click on the 'Connect' tab, then the “Bulletins” tab.  An 
easy solution to contributing online is to click the “Donate” 
button on our website homepage. Contact the office if you 
need assistance. 

http://www.faithloves.org/


 

 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: June 7, 3-5pm & June 21, 3-6:30pm 

We continue drive-thru service. 
 

——— 
 

Church Council, June 15 
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

 

——— 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
Wednesday, June 16, 10am 

 

——— 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, June 17, 9am 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 

——— 
 

Property Team 
Monday, June 21, 7pm 

Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 

——— 
 

Salvation Army Shelter Visit 
June 22, 5:30pm 

Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 
Limited volunteers can assist. 

 

——— 
 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, June 26, noon 

 

——— 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm 

Led by John Woods. 
——— 

Ladies Small Group Please call or text 
Lynda Primka, 742-2727 for information. 

 
 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm 
Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 

——— 
 
 
 

 

Disaster Ministry 
A trained team member will check your 

home smoke detectors. 
Call the church, 966-9626, to schedule. 

 

——— 
 

Community Coalition 
Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 
or suziethree@hotmail.com. 

 

——— 
 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

 

——— 
 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 

mike.three@hotmail.com. 
 

——— 
 

Mercy Ships 
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 
FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

By Jan Darnell 
shephopepantry@gmail.com 

 
 

Open: June 7, 3-5pm & June 21, 3-6:30pm 
Items Needed: Deodorant ▪ Jelly (plastic bottle) 

Syrup (24 oz) ▪ Veg. Oil (16 or 24 oz) ▪ Mac & Cheese (box) 
 

We continue to serve our guests outside. Our numbers this 
month are returning to pre-covid times. Volunteers now have  
the choice to not wear masks if they have been vaccinated.   
We are always looking for more volunteers. If you would like to 
help at the pantry, please email me. 
 

Thank you so much for your continued support. Your donations 
and our volunteers make the pantry the outreach efforts a huge 
success in our communities.  
 

Posies for the Pantry  Many thanks to our neighbors and 
pantry partner, Farragut Presbyterian Church for their 2021 
fundraising event that raised $4,200 for the Shepherd of Hope 
Food Pantry! Many volunteers joined together to who did every-
thing from writing amounts on popsicle sticks to price plants, 
selecting and hauling flowers, and setting up the event. Special 
thanks goes out to the event coordinator, Betty Nicholls, for all 
her hard work! 

Love God.  Love Others.  Serve. 

MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER 
Our next visit to the shelter is Tuesday, June 22, 
5:30pm. If you would like to donate treats, the 
guys like brownies, cookies, individually wrapped 

treats like Little Debbie cookies, cakes, bananas and Little 
Cutie oranges. For more information contact Debbie Ragucci, 
675-6634 or Michael Lee, 406-6585. 

UPDATE Reported by Lynda Primka 
 

Walking with Confidence: 
Satou’s Story, part 1 
Satou is a happy and friendly 6-year-old 

whose windswept legs did more than slow her down—
they discouraged her spirit. While struggling to walk 
and keep up with others around her was a difficult task 
by itself, many in her community teased and rejected 
the young girl to the point of shame.  
 

“In our society people (those with medical conditions) suffer 
from witchcraft or disease, and they exclude such people,” her 
mother, Khady, said. “I was worried about my daughter and wished 
that she could be like the other children in the village.” 
 

Satou’s little legs began to bend when she was 3 years old. Her 
mother was dismayed and tried to find out what had happened  
to her daughter, but a visit to the traditional healer in their area  
resulted in few answers and no way to solve their problem. 
 

With little access to medical card, Khady raised her daughter the 
best she could while worrying that Satou would never find the  
healing she needed to walk without shame. Then one day, Khady 
discovered news that our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy, was com-
ing to her country. Satou was rushed to a patient screening where 
she was quickly given a date for the surgery that would finally 
straighten her legs. Part 2 of Satou’s story unveiled next month. 

Satou’s full story is at https://indd.adobe.com/view/c566a493-
993b-4b84-883e-de5a47d08482 



DOWN ON 
THE FARM 
By Leo Hall 
 

We are pleased to report that RAISE 
Jamaica continues to pursue growth 
and production over the long term. 
The impact of COVID-19 on Jamaica 
is improving with the reopening of 
some of our schools. Nightly and 
weekend curfews will continue to 
be used to control social activities 
and control the virus. 
 
Cistern Construction - While the 
construction of the cistern is well 
advanced, it needs plastering work 
to be made ready. 
 
Tool Acquirement - We now have 
acquired enough shovels, forks, hoes 
and pickaxes for RAISE. We have 
also acquired a chainsaw, which is 
helping to relieve a great need. We 
are still in great need of the following 
(while we need more, these will en-
sure greater efficiency on the field). 

1 Chainsaw 
2 Weed-whackers 
1 mist blower 

 
Production - This month the follow-
ing crops were harvested on the 
farms: String beans, Plantains, 
Papaya, Callaloo, Cucumbers, 
Pumpkins, Corn, Bananas, Pine-
apples, Onions, Hot Peppers and 
Jelly (young coconuts). 
 
There are two new farmers currently 
cleaning up plots. 
 
And we have a report on our animals: 
Goats - three new births, two deaths. 
The goats are in great condition. 
 
There is a need for water! 

FROM THE HEART  By Nancy Reed 

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE  Scripture is filled with stories about peace and 
suffering as well as joy and evil. We've all heard this question asked many times, 
"Why does God allow bad things happen to people"? 
 

This is one of those questions we probably have asked ourselves at least once 
and even made us question our own faith at times. Christians understand our 
Creator is all powerful, a core belief of our faith. For some of us when bad things 
happen, we may have asked ourselves, "Did I do something to deserve this?” 
"Albert Einstein said, “The world is a dangerous place not because of those who 
do evil but because of those who look on and do nothing." 
 

Why do bad things happen to people? No one can deny that it does and it fuels 
the flame of doubt and even empowers the atheist’s view point. Christians feels 
obligated to give an answer. Here is a good starting point: God is not sadistic. 
God is love and God has created us with the freedom of choice to follow Him 
or not to follow Him. 
 

We are people with power to make choices (adding inevitably to the joy and some 
of the pain in our society.) Why do bad things happen to people? Maybe we over-
estimate our goodness. Why did our Creator find it necessary to send us the Law 
(the commandments?) Christ never explained evil. He resisted it. We must never 
stop being outraged by evil.  Shame on us if we have reduced suffering to an 
intellectual problem. 
 

We may never fully understand suffering in this world, but all of scripture does 
point to our God who chooses to remain with us in our life experiences during the 
good times and who also understands suffering and grief. We have a Lord who 
walked this earth healing and bringing wholeness. What a good reason to celebrate! 
 

Our Creator is found in the healing not in the hurting, not in the breaking, but in 
the mending. God also has given us the ability to bring healing and reconciliation 
into our own lives and the lives of others. This is another reason to celebrate. 
 

When we speak of celebration we tend to think of happy festivities in which 
we forget for a while the difficulties of our own lives. Celebration in the Christian 
sense has very little connection to that. Celebration from the Christian point  
of view is only possible with the understanding that life and death are never 
completely separate. Real celebration can only come when love, fear joy, sorrow, 
tears and smiles co-exist.  
 

Henri Nouwen wrote, "We can make sorrow as much as joy a part of life’s 
celebration. In life we are always gaining and losing. We can even celebrate our 
death because we have learned from life that he who loses it will find it. We are 
a small part of history and have one life to enjoy. When we come to our Lord 
in prayer with the understanding that He hears us we know that all our lives are 
to be celebrated.” Many of us carry guilt as a result of past or present sin. Is there 
a solution? Our own efforts to atone don't get very far. We say we believe in the 
forgiveness of sin, but perhaps we are only looking at forgiveness from our human 
understanding and fail to comprehend the completeness of our Father’s forgiveness. 
Scripture writes, "He remembers our sins no more.” This is another good reason 
for celebration. 
 

Psalm 103:12: "As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 
transgressions from us," Only God can deal with our guilt and undo our shame. 
Once we begin to see scripture in the Hebraic context, it will bring a richness 
to our faith that we cannot have without the understanding its Hebrew roots. 
 

Our Father not only forgives us but He has erased our sin completely. It is a 
glorious thing to confess that we believe in the forgiveness of sin. Final atonement 
has been made through Yeshua, now every man, woman and child have access 
to our Father. This is another reason to celebrate every day. Isaiah 1:18: "Come 
now, let us reason together, says the Lord; though your sins are like scarlet they 
shall be as white as snow, though they are red like crimson they shall become 
like wool." 
 

Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel wrote: "Just to be is a blessing. Just to live is a blessing." 
Remember, we are the glory of God. We should make that thought the center 
of our daily meditation so that it becomes a living reality. We are a place where 
His glory can and should manifest itself. 
 

Psalm 119:93, "I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given 
me life." We have so much to celebrate, don't we?                                     Shalom 



JUNE FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 
BIRTHDAYS 
 1 Brad Koch 
 2 Karli Prichard 
 Brigitte Williams 
 3 Joey Mann 
 Ann Stewart 
 4 Lisa Smith 
 Garrett Welch 
 5 Brianna Saylor 
 9 Jonathan Weaver 
10 James Cogburn 
 Larry Koran 
 Michael Spaar 
11 Ken Cosby 
 Ronda McCown 
 Mark Rozanski 
12 Gabby Huebner 
 Mindy Spiller 
13 Lori Kilbey 
 Garrett Strand 
14 Jeff Larsen 
 Louis Morris 
16 Kali Porteous 
17 Andrew Echols 
 Mildred Fenske 
 Sam Howard 
18 Linda Shaver 
 Jim Van Deusen 
 

 
19 Laura Howard 
22 Eleanor Rakowski 
 Mitchell Yount 
23 Beckham Spiller 
25 Jim Lang 
 Ben Thompson 
27 JD Sizemore 
29 Aynsleigh Martin 
30 Shirley Campbell 
 Rick Smenner 
 Bobbie Steele 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAPTISMS 
  1 Craig Runger 
 William Saylor 
 Susan Vanacore 
  2 Elizabeth Lehman 
 Mikaela Lehman 
 Pressley Lehman 
 Wyatt Lehman 
  3 Silas Baird 
 Crystal Holmes 
 Emmett Rickert 
 Kim Rickert 
  4 Kelsey Baird 
  6 Eleanor Kilbey 
  9 Marj West 
11 Joy Crosby 
 Bill Newsted 
13 Kenneth Puterbaugh 
15 Brad Berry 
16 Gabriella Puterbaugh 
18 Jean Enderson 
19 Laura Howard 
21 Danny Pressley 
22 Eric Madson 
 Marly Smith 
23 Aaron Benorden 
26 Jessica Rupnaraine 

Have a June date  
not featured here? 

 
Contact Mary Boring, 

966-9626 to have  
your special day recorded 

in our church records. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Kelli & Phil Cobble, 2 
3 Elaina & Brad Koch, 38 
 Heather & Andrew McDonald, 10 
5 Nancy & Steve Dean, 50 
7 Margaret & Garrett Welch, 7 
8 Lori & Bill Kilbey, 36 
 Lynda & Ted Primka, 30 
 Kathy & Richard Westbrook, 36 
9 Emily & Travis Palatinus, 3 
10 Rosemarie & David Greenman, 43 
13 Alice & Joe Pigott, 68 
14 Amy & Tyler Bird, 7 
 Rose & David Echols, 41 
 Amanda & Ethan Rosenblum, 1 
15 Jill & Matt Cogburn, 15 
 Lisa & Josh Moore, 11 
18 Mindy & Michael Houlihan, 17 
19 Jamie & Michael Pettet, 17 
20 Maret & Leo Hebert, 62 
 Ellen & Rick Parsons, 18 
22 Mary Beth & Tom Blake, 30 

24 Tricia & Brian Saylor, 26 
25 Gloria & Ron Fife, 55 
 Hartley & Ken Savitz, 27 
28 Betsy & Ritchie Case, 44 
 Leslie & Rick Smenner, 41 
29 Diane & Michael Lee, 36 
30 Marti & Joe Poole, 42 

4TH OF JULY 
FAMILY FUN 
 

The 4th of July is on a Sunday 
this year. To celebrate, we'll 
have our very first social fellow-
ship event in the last 1½ year. 
 
Join us after the 11:11am 
service (around noon) in The 
Cup for a 4th of July picnic 
with inflatables for the kids, 
grilled hot dogs, along with 
lemonade, cupcakes and 
watermelon. Good conversation, 
old and new friends, freedom 
and fun! 
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Wednesday, June 2 
  6:30pm  Chancel Choir 

rehearsal 
  7:00pm  Praise Team rehearsal 
 
Thursday, June 3 
10:00am  Authors Guild 
 
Sunday, June 6 
  2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00am  Traditional Worship 
10:15am  Adult Sunday School 
11:11am  Contemporary Worship 
 Baptism of Eleanor Kilbey 
 
Monday, June 7 
  3-5pm  Food Pantry open 
 
Sunday, June 13 
  3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00am  Traditional Worship 
10:15am  Adult Sunday School 
11:11am  Contemporary Worship 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, June 15 
  6:00pm  Executive Team 
  6:30pm  Council meeting 
 
Wednesday, June 16 
10:00am  WELCA Ladies meeting 
 
Thursday, June 17 
  9:00am  Handy Faithfuls 
 
Sunday, June 20 
  Father’s Day 
  Blessed be the Tie that Blinds 
  4th Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00am  Traditional Worship 
10:15am  Adult Sunday School 
11:11am  Contemporary Worship 
 
Monday, June 21 
3-6:30pm  Food Pantry open 
  7:00pm   Property Team meeting 
 
Tuesday, June 22 
5:30pm  Salvation Army visit 
 
Saturday, June 26 
Noon  Faith serves KARM 

JUNE MEETINGS & EVENTS 


