TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE
DECEMBER 6, 2020
2nd Sunday of Advent
Setting 3, Evangelical Lutheran Worship

CAPITAL APPEAL
2019 - 2022

INTRODUCTION
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing
gets in the way of the Lord's coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call:
the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be
gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly
and say, "See, your God is coming!" We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with
our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

PRELUDE

Winchester New

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS FOR ADVENT
Pastor: It is Advent, the holy season of preparation.
Congregation: Prepare the way of the Lord!
P: Blessed be the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit + who comes to wake us
from sleep, from spiritual darkness, to lead us into the light of grace
Silence for confession.

P: God of all time,
C: we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to
seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In + Jesus Christ your sins
are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news!
C: Amen.

OUR VISION
To be an inspired body of Christ.

†

OUR MISSION
Love God. Love Others. Serve.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN hymnal #239, stand

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.
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KYRIE hymnal, page 98

Kathy Thompson, Assisting Minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
P: Let us pray,
All: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
3

CHILDREN’S TALK / LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
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Children stay in pews

Oh, come Oh Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh;
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain

PRAYER FOR LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor: Let us pray:
All: Lord Jesus, we wait for your coming. Keep us awake and help us use our
gifts to serve those who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & PARISH NEWS
WALK BY FAITH TEMPLE TALK

Pastor Bob Stelter

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11

Mildred Fenske, Lector

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God's people
in Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the
sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.
1

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken."
6
A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?"
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers,
the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,
"Here is your God!"
10
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather
the lambs in his arms, and carry them 4 in his bosom, and gently lead the mother

PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Lector: 1You have been gracious to your land, O Lord; you have restored
the good fortune of Jacob.
Congregation: 2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.
L:
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L:

10

L:
C:

12

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; for you speak peace
to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.
C: 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.
C: 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall
look down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before the Lord and shall prepare for God a pathway.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION FOR ADVENT, stand

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus' birth but with the voice
of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written
in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'"
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
5

SERMON
Prepare

Pastor Bob Stelter
Sermons are available online at faithloves.com.

HYMN OF THE DAY, hymnal #248, stand

On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry

NICENE CREED FOR ADVENT
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us proclaim our faith.
All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Assistant: God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly
to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.

Assistant: Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience.
Sustain and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith
as we discern and enact your mission. Hear us, O God.
Congregation: Your mercy is great.
A: Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth.
Renew the face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch.
Mend the wounds of environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems
so that all creation can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the
disparities between your people. Sustain and support people with physical
and intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world
accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families
and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those
who grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick
or struggling with depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way
in the wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their
generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Pastor: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

THE PEACE Please do not shake hands or hug.
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation: And also with you.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING hymnal pg. 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
8

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: With one voice, we pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION FROM PASTOR STELTER
MEDITATION ANTHEM
A Tiny Child Will Come Don Besig & Nancy Price

COMMUNION IN PEWS
COMMUNION BLESSING stand
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Assistant: Let us pray,
Congregation: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
9

BLESSING
Pastor: The God of encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Congregation: Amen.
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN hymnal ##311, stand
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Dr. Robert Stelter — Pastor
Mich Walter — Organist & Choirmaster
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Thanks to our volunteers who help assemble these bulletins.

WELCOME! As followers of Jesus, we rejoice in God’s plan for a just,
loving and peaceful world. We commit ourselves to making it a reality for
all people everywhere. Just as all are welcome at the Lord’s table during
holy communion, all are welcome to this family of faith. People of all races,
ages, social status, sexual orientations and gender identity are united
here in our mission to love God, love others and serve. Please sign a
Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. Nursery is available for
children to age 3.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
Want to know more about Lutheranism, Faith Lutheran Church &
our ministries? Contact Pastor Bob. If you’d like to join us, contact
mary@faithloves.org at the church office.
RECORDED SERMONS & SERVICES AT FAITHLOVES.ORG
Click “Listen to Weekly Sermons & Services” on the homepage.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS, 10:15AM
The Lives of Great Christians led by John Woods, in The Cup.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL EVERY SUNDAY, 10:15AM
A live class is on Zoom. One parent must accompany their students
and all must wear masks. Lesson and Zoom link are emailed on
Friday. Contact Deb Miller or Melissa Horning for more information.
BIRTHDAY WISHES TO JESUS Remember to bring or send your postCHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
3pm, Contemporary 5 & 7pm, Traditional
card to Pastor Bob by Christmas Eve.
In-Person & Online Sunday Worship, 9 & 11:11am
also online at Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville
WEEKLY SMALL GROUPS
BIBLE STUDY Tuesdays, 1:30pm, led by John Woods.
LADIES SMALL GROUP Tuesdays, 8:30am. Meet at Cove Park
for 30 minute walk followed by physical distanced conversation,
prayer & Bible study. Please call or text Lynda Primka, 742-2727
so we’ll know to look for you.
YEAR END PLANNING December 30, 2020, noon is the last day to
make a 2020 contribution. A stock transfer or RMD transaction may
take longer for your broker to process and still make the deadline.
Contact the office for additional information—966-9626.
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS Take this opportunity to remember or
honor a loved one with a $13 donation to beautify our sanctuary
with poinsettias during Christmas. Make sure to note your loved
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Offerings last Sunday:
Offerings Year to Date
Walk by Faith Goal:
Walk by Faith received through November 30

$
10,947
$ 500,655
$ 650,000
$ 434,800

This bulletin is printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

SHEPHERD OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY
OPEN: Tomorrow, 3-5pm & December 21, 3-7pm
ITEMS NEEDED: Canned Pasta Sauce • Syrup • Box Meals
Small Soup • Razors
HOLIDAY ITEMS: Canned Cranberries • Baking Mix, 40oz
Regular Coffee & Tea

PRAYER CONCERNS
MEMBERS: Barbara Barrass, Barbara Bird, Ritchie Case, Myles
Cooper, Nortrud DePorter, Lois Engel, Jane Forsberg, Jan Foss,
Pat & Nick Gary, Maret & Leo Hebert, Doug Houck, Tami Jansen,
Larry Koran, Sr., Jim Nicolosi, Rebecca Nieto, Emily Norris, Harold
Peters, Joan Pfrommer, Pete Schlake, Bobbi & Bill Steele, Linda
Swenson, Jim Van Deusen, Danny Willis.
HEALING: Caroline Berdal, Valborg Berdal, Billy Bergeron, Ralph Bryson,
Emme Burnette, Beverly Butler, Ginger & Harry Cameron, Rev. Robert
& Mary Case, Harold Chapel, Jack Cleave, Molly Corbett, Herb
Cover, Bill Crain, Nancy Crain, Tony Darnell, Ollie Duke, Brian & Brandy Duke, Shirley Dyer, Alanna & Arnie Fenske, Johnnie Frost, Traci
Greve, Doris & Dale Gueck, Don Gutelius, Rita Heavner, Bea Horion,
Lois Hueschen, Angie Kinney, Donna Knick, Margaret Larsen, the
Livingston family, Loyacano family, Dan Majkrzak, Linda McCalister,
Dan McCroskey, Debbie McFee, William McKenna, Norea Meland,
Scott Mitchell, Barbara Perschke, Rachel Rector, Claire Rescine,
Dennis Rogers, James Rose, Lou Santoni, Leo Savilisky, the Mya
Scaglione family, Alex Serrano, Robert Stelter, Sr, John Turner,
Jessie Wright, Elaine & James Ysteboe, the Zehner family, Jodi,
Jolena, Joy, Trek, William & those we name to You.
COMFORT IN THE MIDST OF DEATH FOR THE FAMILY & FRIENDS OF: Don
Crawley, Jane Livingston, Bimal Pal, Wesley Koran, Marlys Berdal,
Leslie Berdal, Verna McNeal, Richard Abbott, Anne Spurgeon,
Charles Hall.
PHYSICIANS AT FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH: Drs. Parsons, Allred, Primka,
Jeter, Thompson, Enderson, Haydek, Wike, Locke.
PROTECTION WORKERS ON THE CORONA VIRUS FRONT LINE: Amy, Ben,
Callie, Catarina, Cate, Cathy, Elizabeth, Janson, Katie, Mary, Michael,
Morgan, Tony, Reed, Sam, Will, William.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH & LEARNING: Seminarian Isaac Taylor, Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary and Taylor Berdal, United Lutheran
Seminary.
SUPPORT: Walk by Faith Appeal.
PARTNERSHIP: Bishop Eaton & the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America, Bishop Strickland & the Southeastern Synod; Alicia &
David Brondos, Missionaries in Mexico; Shepherd of Hope Food
Pantry; Tyson House; Deacon Ministry; Knox Area Rescue Ministry;
Via de Cristo Ministry; Homeless Men’s Shelter, Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking, RAISE Jamaica, Mercy Ships.
PEACE: Protection for all armed forces, especially: Jacob Bouck,
Timothy Campbell, Adam Di Giovanni, Jessica Dyer, Chad Gregory,
Kristen Hitter, Tyler Hitter, Thomas Kerr, Julianne LeFevre-Kerr,

Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville!

“I have baptized you
with water; but he
will baptize you with

WEEK OF DECEMBER 6-13, 2020
Sunday, December 6 2nd Sunday in Advent
9:00am
Traditional Worship
10:15am
Adult Sunday School The Cup
Children’s Sunday School
11:11am
Contemporary Worship
Monday, December 7
3-5pm
Food Pantry Open
Tuesday, December 8
8:30am
Ladies Small Group The Cove Park
1:30pm
Bible Study The Cup

Wednesday, December 9
6:30pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30pm
Praise Team Rehearsal
Sunday, December 13 3rd Sunday in Advent
9:00am
Traditional Worship
10:15am
Adult Sunday School The Cup
Children’s Sunday School
11:11am
Contemporary Worship

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK:
Monday Psalm 27 Isaiah 26:7-15 Acts 2:37-42 . • Tuesday Psalm 27 Isaiah 4:2-6 Acts 11:1-18
Wednesday Psalm 27 Malachi 2:10-3:1 Luke 1:5-17. • Thursday Psalm 126 Habakkuk 2:1-5 Philippians 3:7-11.
Friday Psalm 126 Habakkuk 3:2-6 Philippians 3:12-16 • Saturday Psalm 126 Habakkuk 3:13-19 Matthew 21:28-32 .
3rd Sunday in Advent Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8, 19-28.

