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COUNCIL CORNER 
By George Herbold 
 

In 2021, let hope guide us to overcome the 
gloom of 2020. Let us continue to conquer the 
road blocks and use creativity to improvise new 
ways to continue the good works God has 
charged us with. 
 
Our attitudes are the key to enduring the present 
and navigating the path of the future. Through 
our vision, “To be an inspired body of Christ,” 
we continue to remain true to our mission: 

Love God. • Love Others. • Serve. 
 
We are dealing with the present, not waiting for 
things to return to normal. We are persistent in 
keeping in touch with our members, friends and 
prospective members and have even received 
new members during this time. In a short time 
we purchased the technology and acquired 
the knowhow to deliver God’s message into 
the homes of everyone looking for Him. Some 
members attend worship in person, others 
from home and visitors and even former 
members who moved away join together 
virtually. Vacation Bible School and Lenten 
events occurred virtually. 
 
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry revamped 
operations to safely get food into the hands 
of thousands of those in need and at the same 
time tended to the necessary chore of protecting 
the health and safety of our volunteers. 
 
Our attitude to look up to God and reach out 
is our new reality, our new norm—to use the 
resources that we have, adapt new paths and 
take every opportunity to spread God’s word. 

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS THIS MONTH:  
STEWARDSHIP MATTERS! 
 

Each year we recognize and celebrate God’s many blessings 
to us with a stewardship emphasis. This year’s theme is 
Stewardship Matters. Worship services will include special 
stewardship themes, music and temple talks. Healthy stewardship 
is our goal. 
 

The Matter of Stewardship, January 17.  Do we have 
a need to give? What are our congregation’s needs for ministry? 
 

 Why Serving Matters, January 24.  Offering our time, 
talent and spiritual gifts is an important part of giving, what 
we call the Stewardship of Abilities. Worship concludes with 
the receiving of Time and Talent Inventories, indicating areas 
of service available in our congregation. 
 

Why Giving Money Matters, January 31  How do we 
prioritize what is important in our lives? What does our giving to 
church have to do with our relationship with God? Worship con-
cludes with the receiving of Financial Pledges to Faith Lutheran 
Church for 2021. 

JANUARY 
WORSHIP THEMES 

 

JANUARY 3 
 Observed as Epiphany 
 Sunday. Installation of 2021 

Congregational Council. 
 

 JANUARY 10 
 The Baptism of Our Lord 
 with sprinkling for baptismal 
 Remembrance 
 

 JANUARY 17, 24 & 31 
Stewardship Matters 
emphasis. 

2021 COUNCIL INSTALLED 
Our 2021 Council members, Alice Pigott, 
Sam Howard, Adam Edwards, Andrew 
Parrott, Christina Landau, Tim Stone, George 
Herbold and Randy Schaefer were installed 
to serve beginning January 1, 2021. We so 
appreciate their dedication and service to 
Faith Lutheran Church. 

IMPORTANT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, February 7  •  Noon  •  Sanctuary 

Please attend an important called meeting of the congregation. 
Agenda items include the presentation of the Annual Report and a 
vote to extend a call to an associate pastor. 2020 congregational 
president Deb Miller and Pastor Bob Stelter will present a state of 
the church report. Outgoing council members will be honored. 

MEET & GREET! 
Saturday, January 30 

5-6pm in The Cup 
 

Members are encouraged to 
come meet our candidate 
for Associate Pastor on 

January 30, 5-6pm. 
 

A formal Question & Answer 
session follows at 6pm in 

the sanctuary. For every-
one’s safety, masks are 
required and physical 

distancing protocol should be 
followed at both events.. 



STEWARDSHIP MATTERS 
 

Our tradition at Faith Lutheran Church is to begin each new year with an 
extended intentional congregational emphasis on stewardship. This year’s 
theme is “Stewardship Matters.” 
 

S tewardship is more than meeting the church budget, paying the bills or 
supporting the Walk by Faith campaign. Stewardship matters because it 

connects everything we do with what God is doing in the world. 
 

Stewardship is the act of being a steward. In biblical times, a steward was a 
respected person of high integrity entrusted with the master’s possessions. 
The steward was expected to manage those possessions following the 
master’s wishes. 
 

Stewardship matters because it recognizes God as the master. As  
stewards, we are responsible for using God’s possessions to please and 
glorify God. We are participants with God in caring for God’s good gifts, 
created co-creators. 
 

P lease understand that when we communicate about money at church, 
your church wants something for you not something from you. Our annual 

stewardship emphasis encourages us to grow spiritually. 
 

Stewardship matters because it allows us space and time to reflect on 
God’s generosity and discern our relationship with God based on how  
we manage God’s gifts. 
 

W e are reminded that giving is not a financial issue but a discipleship 
issue. As we strive to maintain a healthy stewardship climate at Faith 

Lutheran Church, we grow closer to God. By doing so, we are faithful that 
greater resources will arise for the advancement of our mission to love God, 
love others and serve. 
 

That’s why stewardship matters, 
 

 
 
 
 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 
 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons  
and connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
John Woods leads the study of  
The Lives of Great Christians 
each Sunday at 10:15am in The 
Cup. 

IN-PERSON, ONLINE 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

Worship is essential! A New Year 
begins and we resolve to be regular 
in our worship attendance. And, in 
the midst of a surging pandemic and 
political change, worship is our anchor. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
9am, Traditional 

11:11am, Contemporary 
 

In-person services are in our spa-
cious sanctuary. Online services are 
on: Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 
Links to our past services and audio 
sermon library are available on our 
website at www.faithloves.org. 

 

▪ Worshiping on Facebook? 
Please share the post! 

▪ Send prayer requests using the 
Facebook comment section. 

▪ Online worshipers are encouraged 
to participate in holy communion. 

▪ Weekly bulletins are available 
each Friday on our website. 

 

You may give online using safe and 
free procedures on our website 
(www.faithloves.org) or mail your 
check to the church office. Offerings 
are also collected each Sunday in 
the sanctuary during worship. 
 

During the corona virus, we are 
following safe health procedures by: 
wearing masks, observing individual 
communion and social distancing. 
Gatherings in The Cup will resume 
when safe for all. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
A Live class, resuming January 10, 
streams on ZOOM. Lesson and 
the Zoom link will be emailed each 
Friday in preparation for the class. 
Please notify the church office if your 
family hasn’t been receiving weekly 
Sunday School emails. 
Contact Melissa Horning or Deb 
Miller for more information. 

All the congregation’s ministry teams will gather for a 
night of prayer and planning on Monday, February 8, 
6:30pm in the sanctuary. Come join a team and  
be involved in the mission and ministries of Faith 
Lutheran Church! 

FEBRUARY 7 
Put on those jerseys and 

hats of your favorite teams 
from any sport for worship 

on February 7. 
It’s Super Bowl Sunday. 

Pastor Stelter will teach why 
every Sunday is super! 

MINISTRY 

JANUARY 24 & JANUARY 31 
10:15-11am  •  Library 

worship life, service opportunities and history 
of Faith Lutheran Church? You are invited to 
one of the next Getting to Know You ses-
sions with Pastor Bob Stelter. Attend one of 
the informal Sunday morning sessions! 

http://www.faithloves.org
http://www.faithloves.org


 
 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: January 4, 3-5pm & 18, 3-6:30pm 

We continue drive-thru service. 
 

——— 
 

Church Council, January 19 
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

 

——— 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, January 21, 9am 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 

——— 
 

Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, February 7, noon 

 

——— 
 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, February 27, noon 

 

——— 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm 

Led by John Woods. 
——— 

Ladies Small Group Please call or text 
Lynda Primka, 742-2727 for information 

about virtual and live meetings. 
 

——— 
 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 

 

Property Team 
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

 

——— 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
 

 
 
 

 

Disaster Ministry 
A trained team member will check your 

home smoke detectors. 
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule. 

——— 
Community Coalition 

Against Human Trafficking 
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 

or suziethree@hotmail.com. 
——— 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

——— 
Raise Jamaica International 

Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 
mike.3@hotmail.com. 

——— 
Mercy Ships 

Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 
——— 

Salvation Army Shelter Visit 
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

WEEKLY GROUPS WILL RESUME 
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN 

I wanted to drop a quick note to say thank you to Faith Lutheran 
Church for the mission gift of $3,380. The Farm expresses our 
gratitude for your church’s generosity. We are thrilled to have 
received the gift, and will be sending it to the field to complete 
the cistern work that was scheduled for the Faith Lutheran team 
in January. 
 

The Farm has been under stress each summer with the annual 
drought for the past 7 years, and it is getting much worse with 
the continued growth of the additional farms on property. It is 
a blessing to the farmers to have any source of irrigation in the 
summer, and the additional 10,000 gallon cistern will be a 
tremendous relief.  
 

I look forward to the day that we can get back down there with 
a team from Faith Lutheran, and y’all are able to witness the 
results of your faithful partnership. Peace and Blessings 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
By Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
 

Open: January 4, 3-5pm 
& January 18, 3-6:30pm 

 

Items Needed:  Syrup • Dish Soap • Cereal 

Canned Beans—Pinto, Kidney, Black  • Dry 1lb Beans 
 

On behalf of the over 1,200 persons in 319 families that you 
helped provide food for during December, THANK YOU! Many 
of you donated food, shopped for food and contributed money 
to continue our effort to feed families in need. A special com-
mendation goes to our volunteers who keep the pantry going 
and continue to greet our families with smiles and kind words. 
 

We pray that your generous support, in whatever form you 
choose, continues to help serve our community. Wishing you 
a new year filled with health, happiness and hope!

 

DOWN ON THE FARM 
By Aaron Holsapple, Director of Operations 

UPDATE  By Lynda Primka 
 

Work has been quietly continuing! The Fellow-
ship Committee has complimentary designs for 

the kitchen and The Cup. They received Council approval to 
work with designer Marshanda Pinchok. They chose cabinets 
from Knox Cabinet Company and commercial grade luxury vinyl 
tile for the floor. Next steps depend on the Council’s approval of 
the plans.  Charlie Pfrommer of the Property Committee has four 
contractors who have expressed interest in bidding on the work. 
The kitchen has priority as the next project to receive funds from 
the Walk by Faith appeal. The parking lot improvement and 
possible sprinkler system would follow. 
 

We are thankful for the continuing work of the Fellowship 
Committee, Council, and Property Committee. We are thankful 
for everyone’s continued faithful giving, especially in this topsy-
turvy year. The thought of having everyone joyfully gathered 
in our newly comfortable and cheerful spaces gives us great 
hope for this new year. Many thanks to our Lord for drawing 
us together and helping us work together on this project to 
build His kingdom. 



Please follow these safety protocols while in class: 
▪ Sunday School class is in the room next to the nursery. 
▪ All students must be accompanied by at least one parent. 
▪ All in attendance must wear a mask. 
▪ Hand sanitizer is supplied in the classroom. 
 

A Live class streams on ZOOM. Lesson and the Zoom link 
will be emailed each Friday in preparation for the class. 
Please notify the church office if your family hasn’t been 
receiving weekly Sunday School emails. Contact Melissa 
Horning or Deb Miller for more information. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL IN PERSON & ZOOM, 10:15AM! 

 

Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville! 



FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 
BIRTHDAYS 
  1/1 Nick Vanacore 
  1/2 Linda Purcell 
  1/3 Melissa Horning 
  1/6 Kim Rickert 
   Georgia Gerrick 
   Pastor Bob Stelter 
  1/7 Dorothy Paquet 
   Linda Pigott 
  1/8 George Deichert 
   Benjamin Koch 
 Cori Lehman 
 Presley Lehman 
   Hartley Savitz 
 Elmer Syler 
1/10 Terry Beyer 
1/11 Silas Baird 
1/12 Linda Montjoy 
1/14 David Mabry 
 Nickki Rasmussen-  

 Hineman 
 Rebecca Tunnell 
1/16 Bob Morris III 
1/17 Marti Poole 
 Rory Smith 
1/18 Rose Echols 
 Fabrice Gomez 
 Wyatt Lehman 

 
1/19 Gene Bird 
 Brooke Greene 
1/20 Larry Koran, Sr. 
1/21 Peggy Beckwith 
1/22 Lisa Mann 
 Joe Pigott 
1/23 Blake Cosby 
 Emmett Rickert 
1/24 Marie Gerrick 
1/25 Reagan Green 
1/26 William Bales 
 Jan Darnell 
 John Woods 
1/27 Carol Nanney 
1/29 Crystal Vagott 
1/30 Kristine Lehman 
 Edward Norris 
1/31 Roger Legako 
 Loni Peters 
 Alicia Wright 
 
BAPTISMS 
  1/2 Arlene Aring 
  1/5 Isa Keenan-Liakh 
  1/8 Madi Matherly 
   Sarah Wright 
1/10 Roman Myers 

 
1/12-Jared Medrano 
1/13 Matthew Steele 
1/14 Alan Berdal 
1/18 Cadence Titsworth 
1/21 John Woods 
1/25 Earl Kripas 
1/28 Darla Berdal 
1/29 Terry Beyer 
 Kadin O’Kada 
 Sherri Ward 
1/31 Doug Bales 
 James Thompson 

ANNIVERSARIES 
1/1 Judy & Wyn Bryant            25 
1/8 Ursula & Robert Dunlop    49 
 Merill & Marilynn Sizemore 44 
 Michael & Pamela Spaar  16 
1/30 Anne & Foster Loyacano  56 
 Bruce & Linda Mitchell      33 

Have a January date 
not featured here? 

Contact Mary Boring, 
966-9626 to have your special day 
recorded in our church records. 

FROM THE HEART By Nancy Reed 

"He must become greater, I must 
become less" John 3-30. Exactly what 
does this mean for us and how do we 
do this? Have we come to a place in 
our life when we invite Him to take 
center stage in our lives? 
 

I believe Christ's cousin Yokhannan 
(aka John) understood this concept 
more than anyone. Yokhannan's desire 
and primary reason for existing was to 
see Yeshua exalted and glorified. Ra-
ther than becoming anxious when his 
followers began to leave him to follow 
Yeshua. Scripture tells us John was 
delighted and felt fulfilled. 
 

When I think about our society today, 
I am reminded that we are often 
encouraged to pad our resumes, 
embellish our accomplishments and 
do things to make ourselves appear 
more accomplished than we are. Our 
culture actually encourages us to do 
this so we can take "center stage." 
 

How should we respond to this "me-
centered” world? Humility isn't labeling 
yourself a nobody. Christ centered hu-
mility develops as the Lord lifts our 
hearts and eyes away from ourselves 
and onto Him. Our Father invites us to 
be in a partnership with Him and for us 
to become the people He created us to 
be. This is authentic freedom. We can 
be set free from the bondage of greed, 

vanity, pride, selfishness, addictions, 
gluttony and any other enslavement. 
Yeshua said this about the freedom. 
He offers: "If you abide in my word, 
you are my disciples and you will know 
the truth and the truth will set you free" 
John 8 31-32. 
 

Paul says “do everything in love." 
Is your love and your actions evidence 
that your allegiance is to Him? Have 
we put our Creator first in everything 
and every situation? Our mission 
should be to inspire people to become 
excited about Christ. Perhaps we think 
we are the ones who draw others to 
Him. But it is not us. This spotlight 
can't be shared. For Christ to become 
greater, we must choose to leave center 
stage (become less.) This is primarily 
a heart issue and a choice. We are to 
be signposts, markers and mirrors, all 
reflecting Christ, not because we must, 
but because we desire to do so. Christ 
must always remain "our Center,” our 
base and our heart. Our allegiance 
must be to Christ alone. There should 
never be any barrier between us and 
Him. We should feel a hunger to medi-
tate on Scripture because what we 
focus on will determine where our 
hearts are, and who is the center of 
our world. 
 

We can pray this:  Whatever it takes, 
Lord, increase my delight in you as the 
greatest treasure of my heart. 

Henri Nouwen said this: “Christ has to 
become evermore the center of my life.  
It is not enough that Christ is my teach-
er, my guide my inspiration. It is not 
enough that He is my companion on 
the journey, my friend and brother. 
Christ must become the heart of my 
heart, the fire of my life my desire." 
(This is when less becomes more). 
          Shalom 

 

 
 
 

JANUARY ALTAR FLOWERS 
1/10  —available— 
1/17  —available— 
1/24  —available— 
1/31  —available— 

 

The new 2021 Flower Chart is 
posted near the library. Dates are 
available for the upcoming year for 
you to celebrate special events and 
remember loved ones. Sign up for 
your special date. 

MERCY SHIPS 
UPDATE 
By Lynda Primka 

Hope always looks to the future, 
and Mercy Ships has continued the 
work to give hope to people very 
much in need of hope. The new 
ship, Global Mercy, has passed her 
seaworthiness trial! She is one step 
closer to providing surgeries and 
surgical training to countries most 
in need. The short video link will 
give you a look at the inside of this 
hospital ship and an idea of the 
scope of the job. I find the process 
of imagining this new ship and the 
planning and work that are going 
in to making her a reality quite 
inspiring. I look forward to hearing 
about the many people given love 
and care on this ship. And, it’s all 
because Jesus first loved us, and 
we are acting on that love. 
 

Here is the link to the brief video 
of the new Global Mercy. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=HlKGGUSDmqU&t=1s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlKGGUSDmqU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlKGGUSDmqU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlKGGUSDmqU&t=1s
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        New Year’s 

Blessing 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make His face 

to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you, 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

and give you peace. 
 

Numbers 5:24-26 

Most Unusual—Chekhov 
Renee Howard, parent 

Smallest—Ty 
The Mounts, parents 

Largest—Tiny 
Rob Howard, parent 
Best Costume— 

Sweetums & Cuddles 
The Allreds, parents 

 

Shortest Tail—Buddy 
The Saylors, parents 
Longest Tail—Tiny 
Rob Howard, parent 

Most Vocal—Shadow 
The Saylors, parents 

Most Talented—Sophia 
Sam Howard, parent 
Cutest—Matilda 

The Raguccis, parents 

RESCHEDULED—KNOXVILLE GOSPEL CHOIR 
 

The Gospel Choir program 
scheduled for February 27 
has been rescheduled for 
February 26, 2022 due to 
covid precautions. 

WINNERS OF AWARDS 

19th ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE PETS 
 

On a beautiful December morning, we gathered for the 
Blessing of the Pets. Since it was the same morning 
traditionally reserved for the Cookie Walk, canine 
cookies were provided, as well as other pet treats. 
Pets were dressed in their finest Christmas outfits. 

Santa even made an appearance. A prayer of thanksgiving was 
offered for our pets and all creation. See our Facebook page posts 
for December 8 for photos of the event. 


