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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

†

STEWARDSHIP RESULTS

In January, we concluded our annual stewardship emphasis. We
focused on the gifts of our selves, our time and our possessions.
Members made pledges of time and possessions. If you did not return
a Time and Talent Survey or a Pledge Card contact the church office.
Pledges are always confidential, known only by our Finance Secretary.
A total of 110 persons made commitments of their time to our various
congregational ministries and ministry teams. Over $302,000 was
pledged by the congregation towards our 2021 budget. To fulfill your
commitment: use your offering envelopes, electronic funds transfers,
stock transfers and Required Minimum Distributions.
Thank you for your ongoing support of our missions and ministries
by making a financial pledge of your time to our church and of your
possessions to the weekly offering. We give because God has first
given to us!

UPDATE

By Reneé Stone
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING
Monday, March 1, 6:30-7:30pm, The Cup.
We continue to enjoy the comforts of our new HVAC system and are
excited to report an immediate and sizeable reduction in utility costs.
While the unexpected need to replace insulation drove the project
costs higher than anticipated, we will continue to see the return on
this investment as our total monthly expenses are expected to
continue to be much lower.
As reported last month, several contractors were solicited to submit
bids to complete the kitchen renovation. The property team along with
the kitchen committee are expected to review these bids and Council
will be excited to hear their recommendation!
We are currently awaiting the engineer’s analysis regarding parking
lot repairs. These repairs were not part of the Walk by Faith budgeted
amount and the expectation is the repair costs will be great. The
original budget amount only covered the repaving or resurfacing of
the parking lot. Council will carefully consider how to move forward
within our budget.
Finally, as of January 31, 2021 we have received roughly 72% of
the total pledged amount to complete all the Walk by Faith projects.
Any additional pledges to the project will be greatly appreciated. You
can donate on our website at faithloves.org or pick up a pledge card
in the narthex. God bless you all for your continued generosity.

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

COUNCIL CORNER
By Adam Edwards

Suppose for moment that a group of scientists
completely unfamiliar with the concept of
Christianity set out to perform an anthropological study of those who profess to be disciples
of Jesus. Setting aside the titles or expressed
affiliations, individuals might claim, what are
the common behaviors these scientists might
observe in those who follow Christ?
Chapter 5 of Power Surge, by
Michael W. Foss sets forth the six
“marks of discipleship.” The six
marks move beyond our values
and ideology and force us to
take an honest look at our own
habits and behaviors. They
describe the common activities our
unknowing social scientists might observe in
those who truly follow the teachings of Jesus.
The six marks of discipleship are as follows:
daily prayer, weekly worship, Bible reading,
service, spiritual friendships and giving.
During Lent, our congregation will be introduced
in detail to these six marks of discipleship.
We invite all members to pick up a copy of
Power Surge to read and consider. The
author describes two models of ministry
and discusses the move from membership
to discipleship. Foss asks us to contemplate
what our church would look like if its members
were disciples. He suggests that “faith active
in love” is the chief characteristic of a church
modeled around discipleship. In other words,
as disciples (and not just as members) we
make a conscious effort to “translate beliefs
into behaviors”.
As Martin Luther stated, “It is impossible to
separate works from faith, quite as impossible
to separate heat and light from fire.” The
six marks provide us with excellent tools for
self-reflection and invite us to consider the
extent to which our actions outside the doors
of our church align with the beliefs we profess
on Sundays within our walls.
Council member, Randy Schaefer, is looking
for a member to work with him on a wooden
sign project. Contact him at 701-212-9300 or
Ted824@gmail.com.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

THE SIX MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP
We are hearing a lot about our congregational Lenten emphasis,
“The Six Marks of Discipleship.” The six marks are prayer, worship,
reading the Bible, serving, developing intentional Christian relationships and giving.
These six marks are practical, personal and logical ways to put our
faith into practice. Belief translates into attitudes and behavior. More
than agreeing on certain theological principles, faith is a dynamic,
living, active force.
The six marks are explained in the book Power Surge. Books are
available in the narthex, free to you thanks to a generous donor
in our parish.
I will preach on a different mark of discipleship each Sunday during
Lent. On Wednesday evenings during Lent from 7 to 7:30pm, we are
exploring the six marks on Facebook. In 2021, council members will
give temple talks about Power Surge and the marks of discipleship
during worship services.
Please commit to the marks of discipleship, as we seek to intentionally
become a church of disciples. These marks of discipleship, integrated
into our congregation, will provide a holy power surge to electrify our
ministries, our life together and our service to the world.

John Woods leads the study of
The Lives of Great Christians
10:15am in The Cup.

New series begins March 21.
Early Christianity—
The Experience of the Divine
24 lectures by
Emory University Professor,
Luke Timothy Johnson.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

A Live class streams on ZOOM Sundays
at 10:15am. For the safety of all, please
follow these protocols:
▪ Students must be accompanied by at least
1 parent.
▪ All in attendance must wear a mask.
▪ Hand sanitizer is supplied in the classroom.
▪ Class is in the room next to the nursery.
The lesson and Zoom link are emailed each
Friday in preparation for the class. Notify
the church office if your family hasn’t been
receiving weekly Sunday School emails.
Contact Melissa Horning or Deb Miller for
more information.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and
connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES

 Palm Sunday, March 28, worship at 9 and 11:11am.
 The Six Marks of Discipleship, final presentation,
facebook.com/faithlutheranknoxville, March 31, 7-7:30pm.
 Maundy Thursday & First Communion, April 1, worship at 7pm.
 Good Friday, April 2, worship at noon & 7pm.
 Easter Sunday, April 4, worship at 9am and 11:11am.
The anniversary observance of ten years in our new sanctuary!

REPORT OF NEW PASTORAL CALL

At a specially called congregational meeting on February 7
to issue a pastoral call, the congregation of Faith Lutheran
Church voted to call The Rev. Daniel Forehand as our next
associate pastor.
Our Call Committee, formed in the Spring of 2019, was
comprised of Karen and Rick Smenner, chairpersons;
Lynda Primka, Aynsleigh Martin, Jane Dakolios, Christina
Landau, Nancy Dean, Will Dickinson and Adam Edwards.
They met with synod representatives, developed a ministry
site profile and focused on the necessary gifts and qualities
for the next new pastor. The committee held in-person and
Zoom interviews through 2019 and 2020, being diligent in
their search for a quality candidate.
In November of 2020, Pastor Dan was located by our synod as a good match to our congregational profile. After an
initial interview with Pastor Stelter, the call committee met

1ST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
Children are invited to learn more
about Holy Communion at our
First Communion classes. Join us
Wednesdays during Lent,
March 3 & 10, 5-5:45pm. Class
meets with Pastor Stelter in The Cup.
First Communion is celebrated at Maundy
Thursday worship, April 1. A parent must
attend class with child.

Pastor Dan online. In December, Pastor Dan visited Knoxville and met in person with the call committee and council.
On the last weekend of January this year, Pastor Dan and
his family visited Knoxville to meet the congregation. The
following Sunday, the congregation voted to extend a call
to Pastor Dan.
Pastor Dan’s wife is Kim, a pediatric therapist. They have
two daughters, Naomi (2½) and Annika (1.) Pastor Dan is
36 years old. Pastor Dan is from Daytona Beach and Kim
is from Cincinnati.
Pastor Dan graduated from Concordia College in Chicago
and Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. His first
call was as pastor/redeveloper of Grace Lutheran Church
in Elkhart, Indiana. He has served them for seven years.
This will be his second call. He plans to begin his ministry
at Faith Lutheran Church on May 1.

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
Open: March1, 3-5pm & 15, 3-6:30pm
We continue drive-thru service.
———

Walk by Faith
Leadership Team Meeting
Monday, March 1, 6:30-7:30pm, The Cup.
Church Council, March 16
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, March 18, 9am
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, April 24, noon
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods.
———

Ladies Small Group Please call or text
Lynda Primka, 742-2727 for information
about virtual and live meetings.
———

Wednesday Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm ♦ Praise Team, 7:30pm

WHEN

GROUPS TO RESUME
SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN

IT IS

Property Team
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———
WELCA Anna Esther Circle
———
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585

OUTREACH
Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule.
———
Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705
or suziethree@hotmail.com.
———
Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———
Raise Jamaica International
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or
mike.three@hotmail.com.
———
Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

PASTOR DAN FOREHAND ACCEPTS CALL
February 9, 2021
Mr. Sam Howard, Council President
Faith Lutheran Church
225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut, TN 37934
Dear Sam and members of Faith Lutheran Church,
It is with joy and gratitude that I write to you to formally accept
the call to serve as a Pastor at Faith Lutheran Church! Throughout this extraordinary call process in this unique time, my family
and I genuinely believe that we have listened to the voice of
the Holy Spirit and the Spirit has led us to Faith. As we shared,
even though Tennessee was not one of the geographic places
we had selected as an area of interest, the Spirit steered us in
the right direction. I am excited about the mission and ministry
being lived out by the people of Faith, and I believe that my gifts
will help to complement and expand what God is up to in that
place, as we grow together as disciples.
In conversation with Pastor Bob, my anticipated start date will
be May 1, 2021. This gives me time to conclude ministry here
in Northern Indiana, pack up our home, take a family vacation
as a transition between the two calls, and move to East Tennessee. I greatly appreciate your ongoing prayers for my family and
me, and for the community of faith – Grace Lutheran Church –
where I currently serve, and the disappointment they will feel
when I share with them next week of my decision to leave.
Thank you for the hospitality and warmth you have already
shown to my family and me. We cannot wait to join you!
May God bless you,
Pastor Dan Forehand

POSIES FOR THE PANTRY

By Betty Nicholls
Save the date, Saturday, April 17, and plan to attend this fundraising event sponsored by our neighbor, Farragut Presbyterian
Church. Flowers of all kinds will be on sale just in time for spring
planting. The proceeds from the sale will benefit our Shepherd
of Hope Food Pantry.

E ASTER A LTAR F LOWERS

2/21-3/28—Lenten Arrangements—
On Easter Sunday, April 4, large floral
arrangements will adorn our sanctuary.
Suggested donation for your memorials or
honorariums is $10. Note your special intention on an offering
envelope, enclose your donation and place in the offering plate.
The 2021 Flower Chart is posted near the library. Dates are
available for the upcoming year for you to celebrate special
events and remember loved ones. Sign up for your date.

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Darla & Alan Berdal - home phone: 865-599-4670;
email: darla@ myers-bros.com
Earl Kripas - email: ecKripas@gmail.com
Gene Bird - email: elbird64@gmail.com
Barbara Bird - email: bebird73@gmail.com
Sarah & Matt Wright - address: 2330 Hickory Crest Lane,
Knoxville, TN 37932; phone: 865-924-5325
Hana & Daren Rothenberg - address: Mason Road,
Madisonville, TN 37354

DOWN ON THE FARM

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

By Leo Hall

Partnership Farm Program The Partnership Work
Program involving the farmers is evolving and is very useful
to the farmers and their farms' development. This partnership is currently the primary tool to revitalize and restore
the farms from the recent rainfall. The farmers are also
using a modified version to get their farms up to speed.
RADA Farmers' Training We are happy to announce
that we hosted our first RADA (Rural Agriculture Development Agency) led Farmers' Training. This training was
directly focused on dealing with the dreaded Sigatoka
disease. The farmers, who were all in attendance, greatly
benefitted from this training and highly anticipating future
Farmers' Training.
Our Harvest In January we harvested the following
crops: Pumpkin, Plantain, Papaya, String bean, Carrot,
Sweet potato, Corn, Tomato, Banana, Jelly, Pineapples,
and Hot Peppers. If you have never tasted a Jamaican
banana or wonder what a Jelly is, join the Faith Lutheran
Church's next mission team trip to RAISE. You can taste
the best banana you have ever eaten or try a Jelly.

GRADUATE INFORMATION

Parents, please email your high school and
college graduate’s information to the office
by April 13 for publication in our May
Mustard Seed. mary@faithloves.org.

FROM THE HEART

By Nancy Reed

BARNABAS
At some point in our lives, I believe,
we all can use the encouragement
of a Barnabas. Barnabas was such
a person: (Acts 11:24) "He was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit." In his
lifetime, he brought a great number
of people to the Lord.
Barnabas real name was Yoses. He
so distinguished himself encouraging
others, that people nicknamed him
Barnabas, which in Greek means “son
of encouragement.” Barnabas had the
reputation of helping people. He was
a bridge-builder who brought people
together. We meet him for the first time
in Scripture in the book of Acts where
we are told he sold a field he owned
and brought the money from the sale
to the apostles as a gift.

By Jan Darnell
shephopepantry@gmail.com

Open March 1, 3-5pm & March 15, 3-6:30pm
Items Needed Canned meat • Canned Pasta Sauce
Cereal (no added sugar) • Deodorant • Bar Soap
In February, we were blessed here in Knoxville not to
have to deal with extreme weather conditions and power
outages many of the surrounding areas encountered.
Our volunteers did brave the elements as they served
our families in need with high winds, rain and extremely
cold temperatures. We, along with those we serve, thank
them as well.
During the 40 days of Lent, we are reminded of how
Jesus gave the ultimate gift of his life for us. Would you
consider giving one food item each of these days to help
our pantry feed those in need?
Your donations of hard to purchase items was a recent
topic among our volunteers. One volunteer commented,
“You know through the toilet paper shortage we were
still able to hand out 2 rolls! That says a lot about how
much our churches care about the families who come to
the pantry.” Thank you for thoughtfulness by purchasing
those items we are still unable to purchase in large
quantities and thank you all for your continued support.

Love God. Love Others. Serve.

someone. As followers of Yeshua,
we should give it. We are not here
just to take up space, we all have a
purpose. Godly encouragement is
actually God's love. It is received
from the Father and then we pass it
on to others (2Corinthians1:4.) Let us
strive to do just that by seeking out
those we can encourage. All of us
can be extensions of this gift.

As a leader in the post-resurrection
community, Barnabas was, as the
poker expression puts it, "All in." He
didn't hold back anything. The gospels
record the history of men and women,
such as Barnabas, to show us what
great things can be accomplished
through His followers who strive to
overcome negative human nature
while encouraging others.

Anxious hearts are very heavy, but a
word of encouragement can be such
a blessing. We must, as followers of
Yeshua, encourage others whenever
we are given the opportunity. “Each
of us should please our neighbors for
their good, to build them up." (Romans 15:2.)

Rabbi Abraham Heschel wrote, "Know
that every deed counts, every word is
powerful. Above all, remember that
you must build your life as if you were
a work of art."

When the Apostle Paul listed the gifts
of the Holy Spirit, encouragement was
one of them (Romans 12:6-8.)

Deuteronomy 3:28 says that our
Father told Moses to encourage His
Barnabas had befriended Rabbi Saul
successor Joshua to strengthen him.
(aka Paul) and his influence was one
In 2nd Samuel 19:7, King David’s
of the reasons why Paul became a
commanders told him to "go out and
member of "The Way," as the disciples encourage your men." Lack of encourcalled their religious movement of that agement attracts defeat. This is true in
time. (Acts 9:26:30)
our spiritual lives also. Spiritual gifts
are ultimately for the purpose of build
Everyone has the ability to give
ing up the body of Messiah.
emotional, and spiritual support to
(1 Corinthians 1:12.)

The bottom line is being a Barnabas is
all about allowing our Creator to work
in and through our lives. We rejoice in
this partnership with Him.
Hebrews 10 24-25 says, "Let us
consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds; not
giving up meeting together as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another." The Christian life is
meant to be a love affair, not a burden.
We need more folks like Barnabas.
How about you?
Shalom

Kids, remember to post your Coloring Page on our website at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville!

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS
3/1
3/2

3/3
3/4
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/14

BIRTHDAYS

Bryan Thompson
Hannah Blake
Robin Madson
Chase Patterson
Ilse Pridans
Joe Calderon
Jonas Greenman
Jane Dakolios
Ursula Dunlop
Kim Fordiani
Eric Johnson
Michael Lee
Jakob Myers
Ben Savitz
Laura Beardsley
Bill Kripas
Tony Monteagudo
Patricia Mabry
Eduardo Martorell Sr
Marly Smith
Tommy Mann
Nursel Bektas
Izabella Gomez
Matt Wright

3/15 Matt Larsen
Kathy Thompson
3/16 Watson Bell
3/19 AJ Randolph
3/20 Barbara Birkholz
Mark Larsen
3/21 Dmitry Lyakh
Pamela Spaar
3/22 Michael Bell
3/23 Tyler Bauman
Judy Bryant
Bill Kilbey
3/25 Rebecca Calderone
3/27 Emily Berdal
3/28 Amelia Case
Jenny Oberhaus
Kay Zimbrick
3/29 Craig Runger
3/30 Addison Bell
Ed Gomez
Vyva Moore
3/30 Rebecca Nieto
Walter Paquet
3/31 Steve Darnell

3/1
3/6
3/7
3/11
3/12
3/14
3/18
3/23
3/24
3/26
3/28
3/29
3/31

BAPTISMS

Debby Palatinus
Alex Primka
Linda Purcell
Andrew Rothenberger
Lois Simmons
Mindy Houlihan
Myra Rothenberger
Tony Monteagudo
William Bales
Brandon Wright
Emily Wright
Matt Wright
Bill Lucas
Emma Jeter
Aubrey Holmes
Kim Fordiani
Dale Rothenberg
Melissa Horning
Bill Kripas
Christian Berry

ANNIVERSARIES
3/13
3/19
3/20
3/22

Julie & Paul Jeter, 27
Trish & Bill Lucas, 43
Breanna & Will Halsey, 1
Katie & Rodney Bauman, 11
Lourdes & Eduardo Martorell, 24

Have a March date not featured here?
Contact Mary Boring,
966-9626 to have your special day
recorded in our church records.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14
Don’t be late for church!
Turn your clocks ahead
1 hour on Saturday night.
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Lent
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The season of

Penance
Prayer
Progression
Purpose
Preparation

A Time for

S TAFF
M EMBERS
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Pastor
pastorbob@faithloves.org
Mich Walters
Choirmaster/Organist
Allison (Ally) Cosby
Director of Contemporary
Worship Band
Mary Boring
Office Manager
mary@faithloves.org
Phylis Garrison
Publications
Tiffany Crutchfield
Nursery Care Giver
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Finance Secretary
Mildred Fenske
Prayer Chain Coordinator
gomer2@hotmail.com
Lisa Stelter
Worship Graphics
Stephen Zell
Broadcast Manager
Peter Jeong
Asst. Broadcast Manager

Remembrance
Reflexion
Reconciliation
Repentance
Restoration

IN-PERSON, ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP
Worship is essential! In 2021, we resolve to be regular in our
worship attendance. And, in the midst of a surging pandemic
and political change, worship is our anchor.
Sunday Morning Worship
9am, Traditional • 11:11am, Contemporary
In-person worship services are held in our Faith Lutheran
Church sanctuary. Online services are held on Facebook Live.
Past services are also available for viewing on Face book.com/
Faith LutheranKnoxville and our website, www.faithloves.org.
An audio sermon library is available on our website.
Persons worshiping via Facebook are encouraged to share
the post. Prayer concerns can be sent using the Facebook
comment section. Online worshipers are encouraged to participate in holy communion. Weekly bulletins are available each
Friday on our website.
Offerings in support of our congregation, may be given online
using the safe and free procedures on our website,
www.faithloves.org or mail your check to the church office.
Offerings are also collected each Sunday in the sanctuary during worship.
In our sanctuary during the corona virus crisis, we are diligent
in observing safe health procedures, including individual
communion, social distancing and masks. There is no fellowship gathering in The Cup for now.
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President
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Vice President
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Secretary
Tim Stone
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Adam Edwards
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