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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.   †  OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve. 

UPDATE  By Reneé Stone 

Spring is here and we welcome the new season. God 
continues to be gracious as we seek to honor and 
improve His house. 
 

Recently, the Walk by Faith leadership teams conducted our second annual 
meeting to evaluate all aspects of the appeal. We reviewed our completed 
projects, projects in process, the effectiveness of our communications to the 
congregation and the financial status of the appeal. 
 

The completed projects are serving our needs as identified at the beginning 
of the project. The new HVAC units are providing a substantially lowering 
of our energy bills, as expected. Everyone is also enjoying the new sound 
system, including our ability to reach those worshiping online. Our kitchen 
is the next project expected to begin as the details are finalized. 
 

Our communication team is composing a newsletter. We continue monthly 
updates during services and Mustard Seed articles. Our financial secretary 
will provide individual family statements summarizing the status of pledged 
gifts. 
 

As of February 28, 2021, a total of $495,585 of pledged and unpledged gifts 
have been received. Projects are $357,159 leaving an available balance 
of $138,426. Our current available balance plus the outstanding pledges 
of $182,610 would provide $321,036 to cover remaining projects. This is 
within our budget for remaining projects, however, there are unknown repair 
expenses that could exceed your gifts. 
 

As we enter the last year of our appeal, there is much work to be done. 
To reach the finish line, we are counting your continued generosity and  
commitment to share in the vision of restoring His house.  
 

Many thanks to all who have financially supported our Walk by Faith as well 
as all of the members who have worked diligently from start to finish to get 
the projects completed. 
 

We are prayerful and seek God’s great blessings upon our Faith Lutheran 
Church.    For we walk by faith, not by sight. II Corinthians 5:7. 
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HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 
  Palm Sunday, March 28, worship at 9 & 11:11am 

 

  The Six Marks of Discipleship, March 31 final presentation, 
facebook.com/faithlutheranknoxville, 7-7:30pm 

 

  Maundy Thursday & 1
st

 Communion, April 1, 7pm in person or online 
 

  Good Friday, April 2 noon worship in person & 7pm in person or online 
 

  Easter Sunday, April 4, 9 & 11:11am in-person and online worship  

We proclaim the resurrection of Jesus on Easter morning! 
This day is also the anniversary of 10 years in our new sanctuary. 

 

Safety measures for all in person services can be found on page 6. 

OUR NEW PASTOR ARRIVES 
 

The Rev. Daniel Forehand begins 
serving with Pastor Stelter on the Faith 
Lutheran Church pastoral team May 1. 
We are praying for Pastor Dan’s transi-
tion and relocation during April. 
 
Pastor Dan is leaving Grace Lutheran 
Church in Elkhart, Indiana, his first call 
congregation. He served as mission 
re-developer of the congregation for 
seven years. Faith Lutheran Church 
will be his second call. He will focus on 
the areas of evangelism, youth ministry 
and Christian education. On Sunday, 
May 16, we will host his installation 
During morning services with a synodi-
cal representative. 
 
Please pray for Pastor Dan, his wife Kim 
and daughters Anika and Naomi. We 
will host a reception for them between 
worship services on May 16 in The Cup. 
Come meet them and welcome them 
to the Family of Faith. 
 
In April we are beginning “A Shower  
of Gift Cards for the Forehands.” 
Please drop your gift in the umbrellas 
in the narthex by May 16. We suggest 
cards from local restaurants, hardware 
stores, Walmart, Target, etc. Place your 
gift card in an envelope with a personal 
card or note of welcome. 

GRADUATION 
NEWS 
Parents, please email 
your high school and  
college graduate’s news 

to the office by April 13 to publish in our 
May newsletter to: mary@faithloves.org.   

 

Congratulations Graduates! 



WHAT IS THE MEANING OF EASTER? 
 

Easter can feel like just another Sunday on the calendar instead of 
the defining moment of all of history. What is the meaning of Easter 
in everyday life? 
 

Easter is more than a feeling moment. It is a faith moment. Christ’s 
resurrection offers us new life every day. 
 

Because of Easter, there are daily assurances that God keeps raising 
the dead parts of our spirit to life. Our hope is in knowing that the 
risen Jesus is more than just a Bible story, more than just one day 
on the calendar. 
 

Christ has given us the greatest gift of all. We celebrate at Easter 
the fact that we who know Him get to spend eternity with Him. 
 

So when we feel overwhelmed with the everyday tasks of life 
like preparing meals, commuting to work and paying bills, let us 
remember the gift of new life. 
 

I encourage you to take a step back and think about all the “little 
Easters” in your life that remind you of the presence of God and 
the promise of eternal life. There is a beauty to life that we can see 
only when we begin to notice the little everyday things that bring us joy 
such as love, care, growth, friendship, faith and courage. All of these 
are invitations to celebrate the risen Lord every day of our lives. 
 

The small gifts of grace on any day are enough to remind us of the joy 
we have in our Risen Christ. May you hear the Savior call your name 
often in your own garden of life. May those moments inspire you to 
deeper faith. 
 

A daily Easter faith will carry you through the seasons of your life, 
even when you are not experiencing any feelings of alleluia. 
Be encouraged. Easter is more than a day on the church calendar. 
It is a way of life. 

 
 

 

  
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 

 

Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and 
connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:15am in The Cup 

 

John Woods leads the new study of 
Early Christianity— 

The Experience of the Divine. 
 

The new study includes 24 lectures by 
Emory University Professor, 

Luke Timothy Johnson. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
A Live class streams on ZOOM Sundays 
at 10:15am. For the safety of all, please 
follow these protocols: 

▪ Students must be accompanied by at least 
1 parent. 

▪ All in attendance must wear a mask. 
▪ Hand sanitizer is supplied in the classroom. 
▪ Class is in the room next to the nursery. 
 

The lesson and Zoom link are emailed each 
Friday in preparation for the class. Notify 
the church office if your family hasn’t been 
receiving weekly Sunday School emails. 
Contact Melissa Horning or Deb Miller for 
more information. 

CELEBRATION ON 
SUNDAY, APRIL 25 
 

The Second Anniversary of 
the Walk by Faith Appeal will be celebrated 
during worship on April 25. We’ll have news 
about upcoming projects and an inspiring 
video presentation featuring several church 
members. 
 
Walk by Faith is a capital appeal with an 
evangelism focus. We are striving to improve 
our facilities to make them more welcoming 
to the community. By inviting the community 
to our church, we are inviting them to the life 
of Christ. 
 
The appeal commenced on May 1, 2019. The 
campaign goal was $600,000. As of March 1, 
$671,071 has been pledge and $495,585 
has been collected. It is not too late to make 
a pledge and donate to the campaign. It is 
a three-year appeal. 
 
We have made good progress and several 
important projects have been completed, 
such as new heating and air conditioning 
throughout the facility, new audio system in 
the sanctuary and insulation throughout the 
building. Upcoming projects include a kitchen 
remodel and parking lot improvements. 

Mary 

Mich 

Celebrate our risen Lord! 



 

 
 

Salvation Army Shelter Visit 
March 30, 6:30pm 

Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 
Limited volunteers can assist. 

 

——— 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, April 15, 9am 

Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 
 

——— 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
Open: April 5, 3-5pm & 19, 3-6:30pm 

We continue drive-thru service. 
 

——— 
 

Church Council, April 20 
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

 

——— 
 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, April 24, noon 

 

——— 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm 

Led by John Woods. 
——— 

Ladies Small Group Please call or text 
Lynda Primka, 742-2727 for information 

about virtual and live meetings. 
 

——— 
 

Wednesday Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm 
Praise Team, 7:30pm 

 

 
 
 

Property Team 
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820. 

 

——— 
 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
 
 
 

 

Disaster Ministry 
A trained team member will check your 

home smoke detectors. 
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule. 

——— 
Community Coalition 

Against Human Trafficking 
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705 

or suziethree@hotmail.com. 
——— 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

——— 
Raise Jamaica International 

Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or 
mike.three@hotmail.com. 

——— 
Mercy Ships 

Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

GROUPS TO RESUME 
WHEN IT IS SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
By Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
 

Open April 5, 3-5pm & April 19, 3-6:30pm 
Items Needed Canned Pasta Sauce 

Toothpaste • Shampoo • Conditioner • Bar Soap 
 

SWEET POTATO CROP DROP 
In March, some University of Tennessee 
students, our members and volunteers 
from Concord United Methodist Church 
got together to sort and bag 43,000 
pounds of sweet potatoes. These bags 

of potatoes  will be delivered to local 
food pantries for distribution to families 
in need in our local and surrounding 
counties. 
 
Featured in the photos are students 
from the University of Tennessee and 

members of our Houlihan family, Thomas, Peyton and Mindy. 
 

Many thanks to everyone for  your generosity, to each of our 
volunteers and the partnering churches joining together to help 
our pantry feed those in our community in need. 

 
Love God.  Love Others.  Serve. 

By Betty Nicholls 

Saturday, April 17, 9am – 1pm 
(Rain or Shine) 

 

Farragut Presbyterian Church 
209 Jamestowne Boulevard 

 

Proceeds benefit the Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
 

Flowers and plants of all kinds will be on sale just in time for 
spring planting. Shop for your favorites and garden items, then 
grab a bite to eat from one of the food trucks.  
 
There will be activities for the kids, too! And, you'll want to be 
sure to check out the “Bargain Booth.” 

After being unable to visit the shelter for an entire 
year, in February, some of our members visited 
the men’s homeless shelter to drop off much 

needed socks and underwear for the residents.   
 

Our next delivery to the shelter is Tuesday, March 30, 6:30pm. 
 

We are in need of black or white crew socks, large and extra-
large boxer briefs and individually wrapped treats such as Little 
Debbie cookies, cakes, etc.  
 

If you would like to donate treats, we specifically need 30 bana-
nas, 30 oranges and increments of individually wrapped treats. 
 

Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 
Limited volunteers can assist. 



NEWS FROM 
THE FAMILY OF FAITH 

. . . ETHAN GRAY was awarded his probationary 
black belt in Taekwanado . . . 

DOWN ON THE FARM 
By Leo Hall 
 

This report is to highlight the activities of RAISE Jamaica for the 
month of February, 2021. We are pleased to report that RAISE 
Jamaica continues to tirelessly work to bring about a productive 
summer. The farm operations are significantly impacted by COVID. 
 

Farm Activities: The farmers are working in the Partnership 
Work Program with the involvement of all farmers to their great 
benefit. Their farms have improved in a significant way and are 
looking good right now with a great sense of anticipation for a 
very productive summer. Farmers ask for prayerful support that 
this year’s harvest will not endure anything adverse. 
 

Tool Acquirement: We are happy to report that we have im-
proved our tool inventory with some recent purchases, though we 
still need the following: 6 Spades, 8 Shovels, 3 Spray Can, 8 Cut-
lasses, 6 Hoes, 6 Forks, 2 Weed Whackers, 2 Power/Chainsaws, 
2 Injector Pans and 6 Water Hoses. 
 

Cistern Construction: Over the years we have been consistently 
challenged with our water storage and water harvesting capabili-
ties. We are happy to report that through the financial contribu-
tions from our partner church, Faith Lutheran Church from Knox-
ville, Tennessee, we have purchased most of the material to 
complete the construction of at least one cistern and initiate work 
on another. Construction will be done in the month of March. 
 

We request prayer support for the following: 
▪ Russel Carter, who is having some health challenges 
▪ The economic situation on the island 
▪ Activities on the farm 
▪ The productivity of the farmers throughout the summer. 

FROM THE HEART By Nancy Reed 

THE SABBATH 
Dear God, teach me to be patient, teach 
me how to wait on you when my way 
I do not know. Our Father has given 
us five rules for spiritual living and five 
rules for social living. They are known 
as the Ten Commandments. 
 

The fourth commandment reminds us 
of the importance of keeping the Sabbath. 
As believers, we want to honor Him 
so we follow His commandments (all 
of which are not just suggestions.) 
However, some believe the fourth 
commandment is optional. It is not. 
When we set aside a special time 
each week to meet and worship Him, 
we are honoring Him. 
 

The word Sabbath is related to a 
Hebrew root word that means cease 
or stop. The Sabbath, the Seventh 
Day, was made for man, a day of rest, 
a time to worship Him and time for 
fellowship with others. 
 

"Six days a week we wrestle with this 
world getting profit from the earth. On 
the Sabbath, we care for the seed of 
eternity planted in the soul. The world 
has our hands, but our soul belongs to 

our Father. Six days a week we seek 
to dominate the world; on the seventh 
day we try to dominate the self. Greet 
the Sabbath as we would greet a king. 
Delight in the Sabbath. Yeshua is 
restored on the Sabbath.  ̶ Rabbi Abraham 
J. Heschel 
 

Our faith is not in clinging to a shrine 
but an endless pilgrimage of the heart. 
When we allow our faith to be replaced 
by creed, our worship replaced by dis-
cipline, love replaced by habit and the 
problems of today ignored, then our 
faith becomes an heirloom rather than 
the living foundation it is and must be. 
 

Our faith must always speak with a voice 
of compassion and truth. Otherwise it 
becomes meaningless. Our faith must 
never become irrelevant, dull or insipid. 
This is one reason for observing the 
Sabbath. It can help us find peace in 
a difficult and confused world. 
 

We do not have to be passive victims 
of a world that wants to distract us 
from our faith. Observing the Sabbath 
requires us to take steps to safeguard 
the inner space where we can keep 
our heart and soul fixed on the com-
passion and love of our Creator. As 
Christians, we should know who we 

are and who we belong to. Worshiping 
together, we can inspire each other 
while learning to serve Him in a God-
glorifying manner. Self-respect is also 
a major part of our spiritual growth. It 
gives us the ability to say no to self and 
allow our Father to reign. We are the 
place He chose to dwell . ̶  Henri Nouwen 
 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it Holy  ̶  Exodus 20:8 
 

If you call the Sabbath a delight, then 
you shall put your trust in the Lord. 
I will cause you to ride upon the high 
places of the earth and feed you with 
the heritage of Jacob. ̶  Isaiah 59: 14 
 

Creating a sacred time and space to 
honor our Creator is the point of keep-
ing the Sabbath. It is time set aside to 
grow in trust and understand how our 
relationship with Him should be. This is 
part of our spiritual journey. 
 

As we keep or break the Sabbath day, 
we save or lose the best hope by 
which man rises. ̶  Abraham Lincoln 
 

Psalm 27:14 tells us, Wait for the Lord. 
Be strong and take heart and wait for 
the Lord.                                 Shalom 

UPDATE 
By Lynda Primka 
 

Good news! The Africa Mercy 
hospital ship is planning to go 
back to Senegal in July. 

 

There are already 600 to 650 people ready to 
have surgery. Their surgeries were postponed 
because of COVID-19, but the Mercy Ships staff 
has kept in contact with them. Some of these 
people will be women with injuries from giving 
birth. As my daughter-in-law prepares to give 
birth to my first grandchild, I am extra glad that 
Mercy Ships can provide these surgeries. And 
more African doctors are being trained to do the 
repairs themselves, which will help many women 
and families. 
 

Please pray for patience and courage for all the 
patients waiting for surgery. Please pray for the 
volunteers and crew getting ready to do this work. 
Please pray for the people planning, that their 
plans would be thorough. 
 

Thank you for helping with this gift of mercy. 



FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 
BIRTHDAYS 
4/3 Jill Cogburn 
 Joan Howard 
 Leonie Manthey 
4/4 Heather Martin 
 Andrew Parrott 
4/5 Anne Loyacano 
 Michael Pettet 
 Madison Sandidge 
4/6 Arlene Aring 
 Leslie Smenner 
 Witt Spiller 
4/9 Jane Forsberg 
4/10 Bart Di Giovanni 
4/11 Scott Rasmussen-

Hineman 
4/12 Jaime Lang 
 Larry Lehman 
 Morgan Thomas 
4/13 Cyrila Di Giovanni 
 Kadin O’Kada 
4/14 Joan Pfrommer 
 Will Saylor 
4/15 Harold Peters 
4/16 Livingston Holley 
 Ethan Rosenblum 
 

 
4/18 Jan Rozanski 
4/19 Noah Weaver 
 Jennifer Berry 
4/20 Myles Cooper 
 Landon Holley 
4/21 Mikaela Lehman 
 Ava McDonald 
 Ella Kate 

Puterbaugh 
4/22 Aaron Benorden 
 William Halsey 
 Carol Sass 
4/23 Eduardo Martorell, Jr. 
 Abigail Pettet 
 Melissa Willis 
4/24 Irene Dorfinger 
 Elaina Koch 
 Jack Parrott 
4/25 Kelsey Baird 
 Naomi Manthey 
4/26 Sarah Green 
4/27 Thomas Houlihan 

BAPTISMS 
4/1 Steve Darnell 
4/2 Linda Mitchell 
4/3 Steve Holley 
 Kennedy Holley 
 Landon Holley 
 Livingston Holley 
 Trish Holley 
4/5 Alicia Wright 
4/8 Gabby Huebner 
4/10 James Cogburn 
4/11 Cheryl Dunlop 
 Rebecca Tunnell 
4/12 Lisa Smith 
4/14 Michael Sproat 
 Caiya Titsworth 
4/15 Anne Loyacano 
4/17 Travis Dean 
 Travis Palatinus 
 Marti Poole 
 Derek Willis 
4/21 Kathy Thompson 
4/22 Rachel Bell 
4/23 Katie Spangler 
4/27 Stephen Dean 
4/29 Kristi Thomas 
4/30 Owen Blake 

ANNIVERSARIES 
4/1 Ben & Shirley Campbell, 65 
 Nick & Susan Vanacore, 24 
4/2 Matt & Hannah Echols, 5 
 Randy & Ann Stewart, 44 
4/8 Lisa & Pastor Bob Stelter, 4 
4/10 Nicole & Scott Rasmussen-

Hineman, 22 
4/11 Sam & Katie Thompson, 6 
4/13 Doug Houck & Deb Morris, 8 
4/16 Kim & Isaac Rickert, 5 
4/21 Kari & Scot Kinney, 3 
4/22 Kay & Ron Zimbrick, 45 
4/23 Jim & Jaime Lang, 10 
4/24 Will & Jean Witte, 55 
4/25 Linda & Anthony Purcell, 40 
4/27 Blaine & Jean Enderson, 36 
4/28 Rachel & Michael Bell, 9 
4/29 Crystal & Jonathan Holmes, 4 

Have an April date 
not featured here? 

Contact Mary Boring, 
966-9626 to have 

your special day recorded 
in our church records. 
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FaithLutheran 
Knoxville 

Worship is essential! In 2021, we resolve to be regular in our 
worship attendance. And, in the midst of a surging pandemic 
and political change, worship is our anchor. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
9am, Traditional  •  11:11am, Contemporary 

 
For the safety of all, we are diligent in observing safe health 
procedures, including individual communion, social distancing 
and masks. There is no fellowship gathering in The Cup for now. 
 

Virtual services are also live online at 
Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville. 

 
Those worshiping via Facebook are encouraged to share the 
post. Prayer concerns can be sent using the Facebook comment 
section. Online worshipers are encouraged to participate in 
communion. Bulletins are available on our website each Friday. 
Past services, and our audio sermon library are on our website 
homepage, www.faithloves.org. 
 
Offerings in support of our congregation, may be given online 
using the safe and free procedures on our website homepage: 
www.faithloves.org or mail your check to the church office. 
Offerings are also collected each Sunday in the sanctuary 
during worship. 

IN-PERSON, ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

“

John 11:25, 26 

http://www.faithloves.org

