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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

†

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

REV. DANIEL FOREHAND
Pastor Dan Forehand begins serving on our pastoral team Sunday, May 1.
This will be his second call, having served as mission redeveloper of Grace
Lutheran Church in Elkhart, Indiana.
Pastor Dan will lead us in the ministry areas of youth and family ministry;
Christian education; evangelism and outreach. He will serve hand-in-hand
alongside Pastor Bob Stelter in worship leadership, preaching and other
pastoral tasks.
We welcome the Forehands, including his wife Kim and their daughters,
Annika and Naomi!

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR DAN

During worship services, May 16, at 9 and 11:11am, special guest The Rev.
Karen Boda, Assistant to the Bishop, Southeastern Synod will be at Faith
Lutheran Church for Pastor Dan’s installation. We will recognize our Call
Committee and will present a Shower of Blessings gift cards & notes of
welcome to Pastor Dan and his family. Join us between services for Meet
& Greet in The Cup, 10am.

SHOWER OF BLESSINGS

We are collecting gift cards and handwritten cards of encouragement and
welcome from the parish for Pastor Dan and his family. We suggest cards
to area grocery stores, restaurants, entertainment, stores, etc. Place them
in the Shower of Blessings umbrella in the narthex by his installation date
on May 16, and be sure to sign the welcome poster.

ARTWORK DISPLAYED
We are happy to display the art from two members of our congregation who
were laid to rest on back to back days in February: Nortrud DePorter and
Glenn Simmons.
Nortrud’s watercolor, Southern Beauties hangs in the main women’s powder room. Her prints are displayed in several banks and restaurants in our
area. Many homes of our congregational members feature her artwork.
Nortrud donated prints for sale of Southern Beauties to the church building
fund. If you’d like a copy for your home, please contact the church office.
Glenn’s dramatic black and white charcoal drawings of Native Americans
now hang in the main men’s restroom. The larger print is Chief Medicine
Crow, a Crow well known for seeing several prophetic visions that came
true. He spent the last years of his life as a great reservation leader, making
peace among his people. The smaller print is Crooked Nose, a Cheyenne
Warrior at the Battle of Little Big Horn.

WORSHIP IN MAY

May 2
The 5th Sunday of Easter
May 9
The 6th Sunday of Easter
Mothers’ Day
May 16
The 7th Sunday of Easter
Installation of Pastor Dan Forehand
May 23
The Day of Pentecost
May 30
Holy Trinity Sunday

2021 GRADUATES

Emily Berdal graduates
from the University of Mary
in Bismarck, ND with a Doctorate
in Physical Therapy.
Taylor Blaylock graduates from Berry
College. Shirley & Ben Campbell’s
granddaughter.
Jamie Blaylock graduates from
Western Carolina University. Shirley &
Ben Campbell’s granddaughter.
Rob Blackburn graduates from the
University of Tennessee – Knoxville
on May 7 with a Master of Science in
Industrial Engineering.

THANK YOU,
CALL COMMITTEE

With the arrival of Pastor Dan Forehand
to Faith Lutheran Church, let us take
this opportunity to thank the members
of the Call Committee who chose him.
They are Leslie and Rick Smenner
(chairpersons), Jane Dakolios, Nancy
Dean, Will Dickinson, Adam Edwards,
Christina Landau, Aynsleigh Martin,
Lynda Primka, and George Herbold
(council representative.)
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
WHAT

TO

KNOW ABOUT GRIEF

Over the past year of the pandemic I have noticed one emotion that
we all share: grief. Every one of us has grieved, is grieving or will grieve.
For the next several months in this space, I’ll explore grief. To begin,
grief is a journey we take whether we are ready, willing and able . . .
or not. It is an intensely personal process. When we grieve, we rarely
know what to expect because each time we do it, the grief is different.
Grief will touch us all. Some of us will even experience it many times.
Here are five initial things to watch for while grieving:
 Grief takes time. Society generally gives us about a week to
grieve. However, grieving can take from a year to a few years. Each
person grieves differently. Do not expect grief to be a short-term affair.
 The pain is intense. Pain? Oh yes, pain. Grieving is emotional
pain and can even manifest as physical pain. Do not be surprised
by the level of emotional pain, especially if you have never grieved
intensely in your life.
 Go through the pain. No one can cheat the grieving process.
You cannot go around the pain, you cannot bargain with the pain.
You can only feel it, acknowledge it and go through it. Look at the
grief head on and realize the sooner you face it, the sooner you will
have endured. Buried grief (unattended and unresolved grief) is the
number one issue I see in most of my pastoral care and counseling.
 Expect different emotions. Grief is a mixture of emotions.
These emotions will materialize at different times and in different
combinations. Some of the emotions you may feel are sadness,
anger, guilt, confusion, emptiness, numbness and despair. You
may even feel that you are losing your mind. Grief is seldom neat
and easy.
 Watch for depression. Grieving is normal when a loss has occurred.
Depression is a chemical change in the brain. If you are crying all
the time, can’t get out of bed or are unable to complete the basic
functions of living, please see a doctor or a therapist right away to
determine if you are depressed. If you are suicidal, go immediately
to the Emergency Room or call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 800-273-8255 or call 911 immediately.
We’ll continue this exploration of grief in the coming months. Until
then, I wish you good grief.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Go online to faithloves.org to hear Sunday morning sermons and
connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10:15AM

Adult Class: Early Christianity-The Experience of the Divine
John Woods leads this in-person class in The Cup.

Youth Classes

▪ An in-person class is held in the classroom next to the nursery.
For the safety of all, everyone must wear a mask. Hand sanitizer is in
the classroom. Students must be accompanied by at least 1 parent.
▪ The ZOOM class streams live at 10:15am. The lesson and Zoom
link are emailed each Friday in preparation for the class. Notify the
church office if your family hasn’t been receiving weekly Sunday
School emails. For more information contact Melissa Horning or
Deb Miller.

CHOIRMASTER MICH WALTER

has accepted the Primary Accompanist position at St. John Neumann Roman Catholic
Church in Farragut. Her final Sunday with us
will be June 6. Join us for a reception in her
honor following the traditional service that day.
Here is her letter of resignation:
April 20, 2021
To the members of Faith Lutheran Church,
For the past six years, I have had the immeasurable honor to work as the organist, accompanist
and choir director for your congregation. When
I first applied for the position, I could never have
anticipated the love and support I would be
shown for my work, the friendships I would form,
and the memories I would make in service to
God and you, His children and my brother and
sisters through Jesus Christ.
It is with the sincerest humility and deepest
gratitude that I announce my resignation. This
decision has come after no small amount of selfreflection, prayer, and tears. I entrust my future
into God's hands as it is my solemn duty to go
where He calls me to go, do what He calls me
to do, and be the kind of person He calls me
to be. Even as He now calls me elsewhere, I
believe with all my heart that my serving you
with the gifts God gave me was part of His vast,
wondrous plan to draw me closer to Him through
you and you closer to Him with my feeble aid.
Time cannot measure the experience I have undergone or the fondness I have developed with
this church community. In the same moment that
I consider the few precious years I have spent
with you, I marvel at how rich and full those
years weigh on my soul. They will always be
a part of me. I can only hope that my music,
however ephemeral and fragile, has likewise
found a place to dwell within each of you.
I have no way of reading your hearts as God
does. I have only my senses and private thoughts,
sometimes open and optimistic, sometimes selfdeprecating and dark. So for every word of
gratitude and delight you have expressed for
my contribution to your ministry, I thank you
a thousand times even as I weakly wonder
whether I truly deserve them all, if any of them
at all. Every criticism you may or may not have
of myself, my convictions, my decisions, my
mistakes, or my innate shortcomings, whether
now or in the future, I readily accept as another
opportunity to learn and grow. I bear no ill will to
anyone and hope none harbor any for me; I have
only boundless thankfulness for the perpetual kindness
you have shown me. I will cherish it, and all of
you, until the end of my days and-God permitting
--ever after, though I fervently pray none of us
will have to wait that long to meet again. This life
has many wonders still in store after all.
Ever your servant in Christ,
Mich Walter

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
March 30, 6:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585
Limited volunteers can assist.
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, May 20, 9am
Join our team; call Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
Open: May 3, 3-5pm & May 17, 3-6:30pm
We continue drive-thru service.
———

Church Council, May 18
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, June 26, noon
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods.
———

Ladies Small Group Please call or text
Lynda Primka, 742-2727 for information
about virtual and live meetings.
———

Wednesday Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm
Praise Team, 7:30pm

WHEN

GROUPS TO RESUME
IT IS SAFE TO GATHER AGAIN

Property Team
Contact Charlie Pfrommer, 964-0820.
———
WELCA Anna Esther Circle

OUTREACH
Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626; to schedule.
———
Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705
or suziethree@hotmail.com.
———
Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———
Raise Jamaica International
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or
mike.three@hotmail.com.
———
Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

By Jan Darnell
shephopepantry@gmail.com

Open: May 3, 3-5pm & May 17, 3-6:30pm
Items Needed: Juice (64 oz.), Toothpaste • Shampoo
Bar soap • Dish soap
Spring is here and God has blessed many people. The number
of families we served in April have returned to our pre-Covid
times. Our hope is this trend will continue in the months to
come.
We will still need your help in keeping the pantry shelves full as
there will always be those in need. Thank you for your continued
support of the pantry.
Many thanks to everyone for your generosity, to each of our
volunteers and the partnering churches joining together to help
our pantry feed those in our community in need.

Love God. Love Others. Serve.

WE CONTINUTE TO DELIVER HOPE
TO THE MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER
We are back to monthly visits to the homeless
shelter, delivering much needed socks and underwear for the
residents. The men were very grateful for our last visit after not
seeing them for almost one year.
Our next visit to the shelter is Tuesday, May 25, 6:30pm, and
we are regularly scheduled to go on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. A limited number of volunteers can assist.
Currently, we are in need of black or white crew socks and solid
color large & extra-large boxer briefs. If you would like to donate
treats, we take individually wrapped treats like Little Debbie
cookies, cakes, bananas and Little Cutie oranges.
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585

IN-PERSON, ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP

Worship is essential! In 2021, we resolve to be regular in our
worship attendance. And, in the midst of a surging pandemic
and political change, worship is our anchor.
Sunday Morning Worship
9am, Traditional • 11:11am, Contemporary
For the safety of all, we are diligent in observing safe health
procedures, including individual communion, social distancing
and masks. There is no fellowship gathering in The Cup for now.
Virtual services are also live online at
Facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville.
Those worshiping via Facebook are encouraged to share the
post. Prayer concerns can be sent using the Facebook comment
section. Online worshipers are encouraged to participate in
communion. Bulletins are available on our website each Friday.
Past services, and our audio sermon library are on our website
homepage, www.faithloves.org.
Offerings in support of our congregation, may be given online
using the safe and free procedures on our website homepage:
www.faithloves.org or mail your check to the church office.
Offerings are also collected each Sunday in the sanctuary
during worship.

NEWS FROM
THE FAMILY OF FAITH
. . . MASON SANDIDGE is one of the
3 captains of the Hardin Valley Academy
Varsity Soccer Team. . .

DOWN ON
THE FARM

By Leo Hall
While COVID-19 remains one of the
greatest challenges for the farmers, as
it is for most Jamaicans, the farmers
are learning to adapt to the present
realities. Economically the entire nation
is wrestling to overcome, and the farmers
are filled with hope that things will be
better soon.

Cistern Construction We are

happy to report that construction of the
cistern is well advanced and should be
completed in April. The construction
of the cistern should help with farm life
on RAISE. We are grateful for the
contributions from our partner church,
Faith Lutheran Church from Knoxville,
Tennessee, to make this effort possible.

Farming Activities

The Partnership Work Program
Although the activities on the RAISE
have slowed due to the governmental
restriction, the Partnership Work Program
is still ongoing.
Here are the farmers and the crops
they harvested in the past month:
Anthony Grant, pac choy
Desmond Riley, plantain & papaya
Jeffrey Thompson, calalloo & plantain
Hopeton & Henry, pac choy, plantain,
& cucumber
Alroy Carter (Russell), plantain
Easton Riley, new farmer—cleaning plot
Exford Campbell, cleaning plot
Mr. Freeman, plantains, bananas
& pineapples
Mr. Richard, hot peppers.

New Tools

We have acquired more tools again.
We will provide more detailed information
in our next report.

Prayer Requests

We are requesting prayer support for
the following:
▪ The working relationship between all
farmers on RAISE.
▪ The economic situation on the island
▪ The productivity of the farmers
throughout the summer.

FROM THE HEART

By Nancy Reed

SHEKINAH GLORY The word Shekinah is a transliteration of a

Hebrew word meaning “one who dwells.” The meaning of the word
Shekinah reminds us that we did not seek to dwell with our Creator.
Rather, He chose to dwell with us. This should evoke continual thanksgiving in those who are in covenant with Him. The actual word Shekinah
is not found in the Old or New Testaments. It was first introduced by
rabbis during the period between the completion of the Old and New
Testaments. The etymology of Shekinah is from the Hebrew word
SHAKAN which means to reside or permanently stay.
Not only is the holy manifestation of God portrayed through Shekinah
Glory, it also entails honoring Him. Our Father does not want to be with
His people from time to time, but desires to be with them continually.
Exodus 25-8 tells us, “And they shall make before me a sanctuary and
I shall cause my Shekinah to dwell among men.” This manifestation of
God’s presence can be seen not just with carnal senses, it is also made
known by Spiritual means (which are far keener.)
God willed to make known His Glory through Yeshua the Christ. We
have the awesome responsibility and privilege to illuminate His glory
for all the world to see. But how? Good works and making the choice
to walk with Him moment by moment. Colossians 2:9 reminds us, "In
Him the whole fullness of Deity dwells."
The presence of the Holy Spirit was represented by Shekinah Glory
which descended at Pentecost and rested on the 12 disciples. The
English word "Pentecost" is a transliteration of the Greek word
PENTEKOSTOS which means fiftieth day. Christians did not invent
the phrase, they borrowed it from Greek speaking Hebrews who used
this phrase to refer to a holiday known as the festival of weeks or
“Shavuot" (Leviticus 23:16)
This day became especially significant for Christians because 7 weeks
after the resurrection of Yeshua during the celebration of Shavuot/
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon Yeshua followers,
empowering them for their missions and gathering them together as
a church. Our Fathers glory displayed at Pentecost gives us all an
opportunity to consider how we are living each day.
Many Christians believe that as long as they have a personal relationship with our Father everything else is secondary, but the Shekinah glory
that was displayed at Pentecost is a vivid illustration that the community
of God’s people is central to Gods work in this world. The Shekinah glory
at Pentecost reminds us to consider our own participation in this fellowship and renew our commitment to live as essential members of the
Body of Christ.
Our Father also teaches us, speaks to us and provides for us though
all of His creation. For this reason, we find in scripture that we are called
to protect and care for all He has created. Biblical examples are: "The
earth shone with His Glory." (Ezekiel 43:2), “Speak to the earth and it will
teach you." (Job 12:8) "Let the fields be jubilant and everything in them,
let all the trees of the forest sing.” (Psalm 96:12)
No matter how much of Yeshua we have already experienced, we must
live from a place of wanting more. When we elevate our desire for His
glorious presence above everything else, the things we are concerned
about will become an inspiration for victory. We don't necessarily need
a special place to converse with our Father, but we do need to come
to Him with and eager heart for He offers us the greatest love we will
ever know. Psalm 1-1-3, "Blessed is the one whose delight is in the
Lord and who meditates on the law. That person is like a tree planted
by streams of water which yield its fruit in season and whose leaves do
not wither." John 11:40, "Then Yeshua said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you
believe, you will see the Glory of God?"
Shalom

MAY FAMILY

OF

BIRTHDAYS

5/1 JulieAnn
Fenstermaker
Mike Houlihan
5/2 Lucas Case
Josh Moore
5/3 Jan Foss
Paula Morris
Randy Schaefer
5/4 Lois Simmons
5/5 Pam Brown
Gary Dakolios
Kim Holbert
5/6 Tami Jansen
Melanie Moore
Brogan Oberhaus
5/10 Lauren Hoag
John Shoemaker
5/11 Joe Poole
5/12 Adam Edwards
Bob Morris
Sherri Ward
David Willis
5/13 Brad Berry
5/14 Joseph Morelli
5/16 Tricia Saylor

FAITH CELEBRATIONS
BAPTISMS

5/17 Rhonda Blackburn
Matthew Gray
Anthony Ragucci
5/20 Eli Tunnell
5/21 Lilly Cogburn
Debbie Ragucci
5/22 Aubrey Holmes
5/24 Bill Kilbey
Olivia Parrott
5/25 Bridget Edwards
Foster Loyacano
Madi Matherly
Susan Vanacore
5/26 Alan Morris
5/27 Ella McDonald
5/29 Robbie Blackwell
Jason Oberhaus
5/30 John Foss
Elizabeth Lehman
5/31 Bill Lucas

5/1 Tyler Bauman
George Deichert
Ed Engel
Carol Nanney
Ben Savitz
5/2 Michael Houlihan
Ilse Pridans
5/5 Emily Berdal
Mark Larsen
Matt Larsen
5/6 Walter Paquet
5/8 Rory Smith
5/10 Lauren Hoag
5/12 Elliana Spangler
5/13 Cooper Edwards
Kian O’Kada
Kianna O’Kada
5/14 Trish Lucas
5/15 Rebecca Nieto
5/19 Amelia Case
5/20 Joan Howard
5/24 Jan Rozanski
5/28 Adam Edwards
Bridget Edwards
5/30 Nathan Rondinone

ANNIVERSARIES
5/1
5/5
5/8
5/17
5/18
5/19
5/20
5/21
5/25
5/27
5/28
5/29

Carol & Dave Sass, 41
Judy & Jeff Zager, 31
Kristine & Larry Lehman, 39
Amelia & Michael Case, 6
Darren & Hana Rothenberg, 13
Wendy & Jay Carroll, 25
Andrew & Carrie Parrott, 14
Mary & Robert Clark, 43
Rhonda & Rob Blackburn, 5
Patricia & David Mabry, 10
Ronda & Rick McCown, 30
Debbie & Ron Pinchok, 49
Deb & John Mulloy, 43
Dorothy & Walter Paquet, 72
Jane & Gary Dakolios, 45
Debra Miller & Matthew Gray, 11

Have a May date not
featured here?
Contact Mary Boring,
966-9626
to have your special day
recorded in
our church records.
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Happy Mother’s Day!

KNOXVILLE, TN

A mother’s

love is
the heart
of the

family.
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Worship Band
Mary Boring
Office Manager
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UPDATE

By Lynda Primka

Partnership is at the center of everything that
we do at Mercy Ships. It helps us reach far
beyond what we could do on our own, living out
the African proverb: Together we go far. Partnerships always
play a critical role in carrying out our mission, but especially this
year when there is not a ship in port due to Covid-19.

In Guinea: Our partnership with Gamal University Dental School
offers a full-service dental clinic and mentoring program. This
year a biomedical training program will be added at the same
facility. Plans for collaboration with Hope Ignited, Guinea’s first
Pediatric Center of Excellence, are also in development.

In Niger and Uganda: CURE International hospitals collaborated with Mercy Ships to expand their surgical care and
training programs, and our reach to more patients in need in
2021 and beyond.

In Liberia and South Africa: We are working with the
Ministry of Health to provide training workshops in biomedical
and mental health for local professionals.

2020 C OUNCIL
M EMBERS
Sam Howard
President
Andrew Parrott
Vice President
Christina Landau
Secretary
Tim Stone
Treasurer
Adam Edwards
George Herbold
Alice Pigott
Randy Schaefer

In Benin and Senegal: Our Food for Life agricultural
program collaborates with community members to improve
nutrition and access to healthy, sustainable food.

These are just a few examples of how Mercy Ships partnerships
will bring hope and healing this year. We are excited to see
lives transformed!

You make it possible!

FaithLutheran
Knoxville

