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September 18, 2021

Quilting Angels

By
Diana
Palma

Blessings Presented by
Redeemer’s Quilters

The Thirty-third Convention of the Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA will be a virtual meeting held on Zoom. It will include a
worship service, workshops, Cluster Muster, and
a business session which will include the election of a president, treasurer and three board
members.
Our theme is “Jars of Clay” based on Corinthians 4: 7. The Churchwide Representative will
be Raeann Purcell from Wilbur-by-the-Sea,
Florida and the chaplain is Pastor Karen Boda,
Assistant to the Bishop. Our Love Offering will
go to churchwide Women of the ELCA and the
In-Kind Gifts to Must Ministries in Marietta,
Georgia.
So mark your calendars for September 18 and
watch for more details on the website as they
become available and the next issue of the
Weaver. This will be a new experience for all of
us so please be patient as we work out the
details. 

In the second year of a new tradition, Redeemer Lutheran Church in downtown Atlanta
performed the “Blessing of the Quilts” in Fall,
2020 during a virtual service for the entire congregation. The blessing included a prayer of
thanks for the devoted service, time, and talents
of the quilters, plus prayers that they will continue to create beautiful messages of love to the
people in our world. Redeemer has a rich history of supporting WELCA’s efforts through Lutheran World Relief to provide hundreds of
quilts annually for over thirty years. The pandemic isolation in 2020 did not slow down the
faithful and humble quilters one bit! Twelve of
the over 300 quilts produced were on display
during the recent service of blessing, with some
pictured below.
Redeemer’s dedicated quilters create messages of God’s grace, hope, and comfort for those

OUR MISSION STATMENT
To mobilize women to act boldly
on their faith in Jesus Christ.
(continued on page 2)
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INSPIRATIONAL LIFE
We remember Hilton Austin
who passed away February 20,
2021 after a long battle with
cancer.

Hilton was the SES Director of
Advocacy, Chair of the Board of
Directors Georgia Interfaith
Public Policy Center and a
friend and supporter of
Women of the ELCA.
We extend our condolences and
prayers to Patti Austin and
family at his passing.

(Quilting Angels continued from page 1)

who may desperately be seeking the touch of our
Lord. While the quilters are presently not gathering as a group, members are creating quilts in
their homes, collecting supplies graciously donated by Redeemer members, and supporting
and uplifting one another despite being physically apart.
One of the most exciting moments at each
WELCA Convention for me is the announcement
of how many tons of supplies will be shipped to
those in need all over the world. The quilts are
such a special part of this ministry because they
provide the obvious goal of warmth and comfort
--- but will also provide the less obvious functions of serving as a roof or a wall or a floor to
someone’s house, of being used as a bed on the
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floor, or being used to carry and embrace
someone’s child.
I hope we may each share this blessing for the
quilts and quilters in our congregations and support this valuable ministry in any way we can.
Almighty God, it is your will to bring comfort
and help to the distressed. Bless these quilts
wherever they may be used that they may provide warmth, security, and hope to those who
have experienced tragedy or who have no other
shelter. May all who receive these quilts be
wrapped in your love and compassion.
May they also encounter your grace and peace
and so learn of the joy of life in Christ. Renew
our mission to feed the hungry, shelter the
homeless, clothe the naked, comfort the weary
and outcast, welcome the stranger, and be a
loving neighbor to all people of the earth. In the
name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
“Quilting Angels” is our newest occasional column. Share
your stories of your quilting circles – how you began,
number of quilts made to date, how you get your supplies,
your tips and shortcuts, anything else you want to share,
and photos of you and your quilts.

Katie’s Table
Update

By
Gloria
Martin

As Women of the ELCA, we often gather
around tables. Not always our “kitchen tables.”
Very often the tables were in a fellowship hall, a
Sunday school classroom, a restaurant, or a coffee table in someone’s living room. Sometimes
we even use social media as a virtual table. Our
tables are as diverse as we are. We gather for Bible study; we gather to sew or to tie quilts, and to
put together kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Each year, under normal circumstances, we
also gather at Katie’s Table, to celebrate and
honor the bold life of Katharina von Bora Luther
by raising money for The Katie’s Fund
Endowment.
We will gather again at Katie’s Table at our
2022 convention. Continue collecting children’s
books, romance novels, and devotional books
that are “in good condition” and store them
until we can again meet in person.
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My Lenten Journey
By Terry Chongulia

Then Jesus was led up
by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty
nights, and afterwards
he was famished. Matthew 4:1-2
Lent is about making
our minds and hearts
ready for the sacrifice
Jesus made and to then
celebrate the hope from
His Resurrection.
Usually we
Give something up.
Attend mass and pray.
Set goals for ourselves to help those in
need.
Many of us are doing these things in some
manner despite the challenges posed by the pandemic. This past year, I have been fighting depression through discipline.
We are already on our Lenten journeys for
2021 which I hope will bring healing physically
and spiritually for us all. Last year rained lemons. Ironically, it was during lent when the lock
down and isolation began in earnest. We all did
what we could to protect ourselves and our loved
ones from the SARS CoV-2 virus. Hopefully,
some of you are now vaccinated since the
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines were released in
late December. During this past year, many of us
gave up going to church, eating out, socializing,
shopping in person for fun, going to movie theaters, playhouses, and musical venues. On the flip
side, many businesses suffered, people lost jobs,
and those involved in the arts were devastated
by the imposed silence, me included. Making
music with a group is an experience you cannot
duplicate on zoom...
So basically, I feel like I have been in Lent
mode for over a year. I’m tired. Really tired. And
I’m starving. I thirst for social experiences; I
hunger for playing violin in the orchestra again.
And I need spiritual nourishment to balance it
all.
This year I think reflecting on what we have
been through will have more meaning for appreciating the sacrifice made for us. I still have
hope. It is a tiny flame, but I am guarding it with

all my might. The things that diminish it in our
world like hearing people spew hurtful words or
divisive posts on social media are harmful to the
psyche and spirit. So, filter those things out.
Center yourself with routine that is positive.
What did I choose this Lenten season? Exercise every day.... Burning calories, generating
endorphins...ok, I am doing it playing beat saber
on my oculus quest but I am killin’ it!!!
Most of us suffer from COVID 10...Ten pounds
heavier.
I am giving up the perception that my family
cannot function without me. It is a mindset
change...I plan to keep it.
I am giving myself permission to take care of
me so I can take care of others better. It is not
about us as individuals but caring for the whole
community and all the circles of people you are
involved with. But it starts with “me”. My attitude. My resolve. My labors of love.
We will get through this journey in the desert
and be better for it. Do not be tempted to fall
back on your old ways of thinking when we resume some sense of normalcy again. We still
need to be more thankful, considerate, and kind
to one another. We still need eyes that see the
injustice around us and ask ourselves, “how can
we help?” We need to continue to love one another....
So, know you are not alone in feeling that you
have given up things for more than just forty
days over this past year. Flip it and use it to remind yourself how important we are to one another and how important you are as well.
We are an Easter people!!!!
“We do not pretend that life is all beauty. We
are aware of darkness and sin, of poverty and
pain. But we know Jesus has conquered sin and
passed through his own pain to the glory of the
Resurrection. And we live in the light of his Paschal Mystery – the mystery of his Death and
Resurrection.” Pope John Paul II November
30, 1986
“We are an Easter People and Alleluia
is our song!” We are not looking for a shallow joy but rather a joy that comes from faith,
that grows through unselfish love, that respects
the “fundamental duty of love of neighbor,
without which it would be unbecoming to speak
of Joy.” We realize that joy is demanding; it demands unselfishness; it demands a readiness to
say with Mary: “Be it done unto me according
to thy word.”
That is lent for me and I am sticking to it.
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In-Kind
Gathering
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By
Sissy
Gifford

As we all know this pandemic has turned the
world upside down. It has impacted every life
in some way. Most of us have either had Covid
or someone in our lives whether it be a friend,
co-worker or family member has had it. Masks
are now a way of life and many people are still
afraid to resume their lives. Many churches are
still closed but trying to persevere with streaming services, which are nice but not really the
same as being with your church family worshiping.
Businesses had to close which increased unemployment and even though for a
while the government subsidized larger unemployment payments that came to an end.
The results of all this are that there is a
greater need for basic items especially food.
Our Gifts in Kind charity, MUST Ministries,
have stepped up in trying to make sure everyone in their giving area has enough food to eat.
MUST Neighborhood Pantries have been giving
out a ton of food a day to those in need. This is
all made possible by private donations of food
and money. If you go to their website, they
have a running sign of the items they need the
most.
In addition to the pantries, they also operate
the Loaves and Fishes Community Kitchen
which serves lunch to approximately 100 people a day. They also feed the 72 residents of
their Elizabeth Inn shelter breakfast, dinner,
and a sack lunch. Feeding neighbors is a core
component of MUST Ministries.
MUST Ministries as well as food banks
throughout this country are working to make
sure no one goes hungry. So, let us all do our
part to help our neighbors that may be hungry
by donating to our local food banks or to MUST
Ministries. If you wish to give to MUST, you
can send monetary gifts or you can purchase
food items from their Amazon.com wish list.
You can also use Amazon Smile when purchasing items and designate MUST Ministries as
your charity.
As we work out the details of our convention
this year, we will let you know how we will be
donating to this worthy cause. But until then

please continue to help your neighbors with gifts
to your local food banks or MUST Ministries. By
doing this we shine the light of God’s love to
others. 

Remember to join Lutheran Women in
TUESDAY PRAYER AT NOON
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/
prayer2020fi.pdf

Lutheran World
Relief
In-Gathering

By
Janice
Hawkins

Today and every day, Lutheran World Relief
Quilts and Kits of Care are a reminder to families that even in the midst of crisis, they are not
alone. We may not have been able to physically
get together this past year, due to the pandemic,
but there have been quilts and kits being assembled and the need for them is still great. The
seven Ingatherings in the Southeastern Synod
that are managed by our WELCA organization
are scheduled for August 27 and 28, 2021.
Schedules will be similar to what they were in
years past and we hope to have all 7 locations
open. Everything is being finalized and more
information will be on the Southeastern Synod
WELCA website, LWR Ingathering webpage,
and in the summer Weaver.
We will need to follow CDC guidelines that
will be in place in August. This means all volunteers and donors dropping off items may need to
wear masks. It might require that donations be
dropped off by appointment so there are fewer
people together at the same time. Look for more
information to come in the next Weaver and to
be sent out by email. There is an Ingathering
webpage on the LWR website and information
will be posted there as soon as it is available
(late May).
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2020 – 2021 CLUSTER LEADERS
Thank you ladies for your willingness to serve our organization
as cluster leaders!
LEGEND C - Coordinator R - Recorder M - Member At Large
CLUSTER 1 – Ebenezer
C
Sheila Moon
R
Lynne Hollenbach
M Cheryl Pannal
CLUSTER 2 – Good N.E.W.S.
C

Kathy Seraphine

Debbie Lundell
Phyllis Hutchings
Cherie Tidwell
CLUSTER 3 – Trinity
C
Linda Few
R
M
M

R
M

Louise Iconis
Christine Davis

CLUSTER 4 – Magi
C
Alice Schuemann
R
Terri Lange
M
Bernice Bland
M
Diane England

skmdesigns2@gmail.com
colinalynne@gmail.com
cheryltpannal@yahoo.com
kathleenseraphine@gmail.com
debrallundell@comcast.net
pmarhut@yahoo.com
sheridantid@att.net
fewbaby@bellsouth.net
louise@iconis.com
davis1226@comcast.com

912-678-5417
912-656-7137
912-667-5315
770-971-7654

770-815-8918
770-882-8023
770-227-7531
404-556-5858
404-769-8253
404-696-3736

bernice.bland@gmail.com
dmeblue@gmail.com

912-965-0615
770-845-0958
404-294-8247
470-426-5415

bmaptcruiser@comcast.net

770-887-7031

donna.hoglund40@gmail.com

931-248-5101

R
M

Debbie Hampstead
Mary Smith
CLUSTER 7 – Diaspora

dhampste@utk.edu
msmith4488@epbfi.com

865-963-2840

C
Roberta Stamp
R
Paula McMillan
M
Pat Barber
CLUSTER 8 – The King
C
Dian Luffman
R
Maureen Garrett
M
Jen Yamin

roberta.stamp@gmail.com
pfmp139@gmail.com
patriciavbarber@yahoo.com

205-410-4721

dianluff@gmail.com

615-712-3244

mmemechante@gmail.com
jenbyamin@comcast.net

931-580-0615
615-512-7806

lsjohnson1911@hotmail.com
dragonslair51@aol.com
kathy.zee@hotmail.com
bmwilson521@yahoo.com

504-433-4768
228-380-2918
814-623-6563
228-436-3472

CLUSTER 5 – Mission
C
Barbara Ayers
CLUSTER 6 – Agape
C

Donna Hoglund

CLUSTER 9 – Gulf Coast
C
Linda Johnson
C
Ingrid Miscavage
R
Kathy Zimmerman
M
Betty Wilson

schuemann@gmail.com
trlange@bellsouth.net

423-718-1362

205-854-1462
256-536-9357
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FACE MASK CHALLENGE
Around the
Southeastern
Synod

By
Bernice
Bland

We celebrate Women in Ministry:
Rev. Dr. P. Morgan Gordy, called to serve as
Assistant to the Bishop for Disaster Ministries,
Her call began April 12, 2021.
Rev. Connie Bramlett accepted a call to All
Saints, Huntsville, AL . Installation service
pending.
The Synod has a
new Logo, https://
www.elca-ses.org/
synod-logo.

Digital Synod Assembly
Saturday, June 5, 2021, 9:00am– 4:00pm ET /
8:00am-3:00pm CT.
“To Equip – Empower – Engage
the beloved Community.”
Voting members will be given information and
instructions to participate through the digital
platform. Visitors may participate via live
stream on the Synod’s Facebook page and
YouTube channel throughout the day.
Senior Care Ministries. https://www.elcases.org/senior-care. The current focus is on care
for the senior population during this COVID19 pandemic.
Inspirational Stories from around the
synod, https://www.elca-ses.org/stories. You
never know who you might see.
You
can
access
the
Synod
website
https://www.elca-ses.org/. Just want the highlights, you may prefer to subscribe to the eNews
https://se-email.brtapp.com/subscribe
Stay in touch with facebook:
WELCA
facebook
page
https://
www.facebook.com/groups/167627626619393
Southeastern
Synod
https://
www.facebook.com/ELCASoutheasternSynod 

By Louise Iconis

Although the Lutheran World Relief 75,000
More Mask Challenge has come to an end, they
will continue to accept cloth face masks and ship
them to our neighbors in need around the world.
Please bundle your masks in groups of 25, put
your bundles in a box and write “MASKS” on the
package. Then ship directly to one of the warehouses listed below as soon as possible.
Maryland
Lutheran World Relief
601 Main Street
PO Box 188
New Windsor, MD 21776
410-635-8795
Minnesota
Lutheran World Relief
398 East Richmond Street
South St. Paul, MN 55075
651-457-9009
The masks will be distributed with upcoming
international shipments of personal care kits already scheduled for fall to individuals in vulnerable communities and are not intended to be a
replacement for medical grade personal protective equipment. Remember, Thrivent members
can apply for funds to engage in the activity of
making face masks: https://www.thrivent.com/
making-a-difference/living-generously/thriventaction-teams/.
For more information about the materials
needed to make a cloth face mask and where to
find them, go to https://www.lwr.org/
masks#9290. Watch for a final tally in the coming weeks, as well as updates on where your
masks are going and who they are helping. Unfortunately, the tracking system will not be
available for homemade face masks.
“Thank you. Without your love, so many of our
neighbors around the world would remain vulnerable to this pandemic. May God bless you
and continue to keep safe.” lwr 
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this was so simple – it was right in front of me
and it was right for me. When I sat down to relax or to watch a little TV, read a book or just
close my eyes, I would see the bowl and I would
pick it up and before doing anything else, the desire to be in the presence of God would wash
over me, and I would share my concerns and ask
for healing or strength for those in need and it
felt good. It was simple, it was right in front of
me, and it was natural … for me. I hope this idea
offers you an approach to developing a richer
prayer life. 

Prayer Bowls - Exploring
Prayer Paths and Finding Your
Way to the Presence of God

By Shirley Connelly

Prayer … finding that quiet, intentional time
each day to spend time with God, to hand over
all your concerns, ask for healing for someone in
need or to give someone the strength to carry on.
We are all well intentioned and we plan to
spend time each day in prayer, but our day escapes us and before we know it, another day and
an opportunity to be in the presence of God has
slipped away.
I was searching for a gift one day and stumbled across a pretty item on the internet – a
prayer bowl - it was simply a ceramic bowl with
a bible verse printed on the rim and some note
cards that you could drop in the bowl to remind
you to pray for someone.
I thought “what a
nice idea”, it could sit on a table and be a constant reminder to set aside time for prayer. I
did give one to my friend but then I thought I
would like one and saw a bowl that I’d had for
years and decided that I would use it as my
source for prayer inspiration.
Over the years, I had tried fads and other tactics to prompt me to make time for myself for
prayer – like Oprah’s idea to set up a quiet corner in a room of the house to go to, or putting a
dot on my watch – but the problem with those
ideas were that I had to alter my normal behavior – I didn’t go to the quiet corner, I don’t wear
a watch, and when I’m working in my garden,
I’m thinking of my plants and how quick can I
get done. But the prayer bowl… for some reason

OUR PURPOSE
“As a community of women
created in the image of God, called

to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and
empowered by the Holy Spirit, we
commit ourselves to grow in faith,
affirm our gifts, support one another
in our callings, engage in ministry
and action, and promote healing
and wholeness in the church, the
society, and the world.”
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Final FY 2020/2021 Treasurer Report

The Southeastern Weaver

May 2021—Page 9

Page 10 - May 2021

Lutheranch
News
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By
Christina
Yarnold

1. Upcoming programs and retreats at
Lutheranch
Summer Vacation Getaway: July 2-5, 2021
Spend the Fourth of July weekend at Lutheranch
enjoying home cooked meals, comfortable lodging, and all your favorite outdoor activities.
Quilting Retreat: Sept 27-30, 2021
Join us for the 4th Annual Quilting Bee at Lutheranch. This year's theme will be "versatility",
where we'll practice tapping into our innate ability as God's children to embrace change.
Women's R&R at the Ranch:
Are you ready for a getaway just for YOU? Join
us for a weekend of meaningful Bible Study and
worship, yoga, massages, a spa room, delicious
home cooked meals and, most importantly, time
to step away from the busyness of daily life and
rest and be renewed.
For more information about upcoming programs and retreats at Lutheranch, visit https://
lutheranch.org/fall-and-spring-programs/
2. Now hiring a fulltime Lutheranch Head
Cook
and
Kitchen
Manager
Do you or someone you know love to cook and
looking for a new opportunity? Lutheranch is
hiring a Head Cook and Kitchen Manager to lead
our food service operations. Come share your
passion for food and love of Jesus working in a
beautiful facility with a fun, dedicated team of
staff and volunteers. For more information,
contact Christina Yarnold at
cyarnold@novusway.org or visit /https://
novusway.org/now-hiring-lutheranch-headcook-and-kitchen-manager/
3. Fall retreat space is booking up fast!
Lutheranch rental space is filling up fast for Fall
2021. If you would like to reserve lodging or
meeting space in the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center or Holy Trinity House for a fall retreat, meeting, or overnight getaway, contact our
Reservation Office at registration@novusway.org
or call 828-209-6302. 

Answers to Bible Trivia from
Fall/Winter 20/21 issue:
How many people did Jesus raise from the
dead? A. One B. Three C. Four D. Eight
B. three. Jesus raised three people from the
dead. He raised the son of a widow from Nain
when he encountered his funeral procession.
Then he raised the 12-year-old daughter of
Jairus. And finally, he raised his friend Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha. See Luke
7:11-15, 8:41-56; Matthew 9:18-25; Mark 5:2142; John 11:1-44
Which king of Israel ruled for only seven days?
A. Zimri B. Ahab C. David D. Cyrus
A. Zimri. See I Kings 16:15. Zimri burned down
the palace in I Kings 16:18 and died in the fire.
Which king went insane and ate grass?
A. Jehu B. Hezekiah C. Nebuchadnezzar
D. Zechariah
C. Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from men
and ate grass “like oxen.” See Daniel 4:33

BIBLE TRIVIA
1. Who is the only female judge of Israel? She
judged the tribes from under a palm tree and her
victory song is famous.
2. What widowed prophetess was eighty-eight
years old when she saw the young Jesus in the
temple?
3. What wife of David had been married to
Nabal, who died when she told him of the gifts
she had given to David?
4. What elderly cousin of Mary became the
mother of John the Baptist?
5. What prophetess, active during the reign of
Josiah, consoled the king while chastising the
people of Judah? 
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2019-2020 Executive Board
Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA
Patti Austin, President
Leadership Training

218 East Trinity Place#1020 paustin562@att.net
Decatur, GA 30030
404-819-5077

Beth Drane, Vice President; Mission: 4312 Lorena Lane
Growth, Cluster 6 Agape Board Rep
Maryville, TN 37804

Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com
865-681-5987

Shirley Connelly, Secretary; ARG,
BOR, Mission: Community, Cluster 1
Ebenezer Board Rep

slconnelly@bellsouth.net
770-891-5513

4746 Riverroad Trail
Snellville, GA 30039

Karen Andrews, Treasurer Mission: 950 Eagles Landing Pkwy
Action, Cluster 2 Good N.E.W.S. Board
Suite 617
Rep
Stockbridge, GA 30281

karenand@yahoo.com
678-972-6653

Terry Chongulia, Mission: Growth,
Cluster 4 Magi Board Rep

2370 Hillside Trace
Monroe, GA 30655

terrychongulia@gmail.com
678-491-7348

Gabriele “Sissy” Gifford, Mission:
Community, Cluster 9 Gulf Coast Bd Rep

P.O. Box 21
Midland City, AL 36350

ggiff819@aol.com
334-789-9756

Billie Goepfert, Mission: Growth,
Cluster 8 The King Board Rep

3106 Laurel Forest Drive
Nashville, TN 37214

billiegoepfert@yahoo.com
615-275-9745

Gloria B. Martin, Mission: Action,
Cluster 5 Board Rep

3461 Tarragon Drive
Decatur, GA 30034-6212

gvbmartin@yahoo.com
404 510 6338

Bernice Bland, Mission: Community
Cluster 3 Trinity Board Rep

4262 Village Square Lane
Stone Mountain, GA30083

bernice.bland@gmail.com
404-423-6563

Diana Palma, Mission: Action, Cluster
7 Diaspora Board Rep

410 Pebblestone Circle SE
Marietta, GA 30067

palmadbmax@gmail.com
404-667-6290

Barbara Schwanebeck
Convention Registrar

277 Mossy Way, NW
Kennesaw, GA 30152

barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com
770-427-7808

Louise Iconis
Website and Facebook Admin

1540 Diplomat Drive
Cumming, GA 30041

louise@iconis.com
C 404-769-8253 H 470-239-4091

Linda Few
AV Administrator

1109 Oriole Dr SW
Atlanta, GA 30311

fewbaby@bellsouth.net
C 404-556-5858 H 404-755-5658

Janice Hawkins
Lutheran World Relief Key Leader

4315 Bending River Trail
Lilburn, GA 30047

jchawkin@bellsouth.net
770-712-6090

Kathy Hill
Newsletter Editor

210 Ridge Run
Stockbridge, GA 30281

kathyshill1@gmail.com
404-310-7112

Carolyn Nottingham Davis
SE Synod Liaison

P.O. Box 400
Decatur, GA 30031

cdavis@elca-ses.org
404-589-1977

Margery Kellar
Triennial Promoter

1686 Bristol Drive NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

margery.kellar@gmail.com
404-803-9404

Women of the ELCA Churchwide

8765 West Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631-4189

www.womenoftheelca.org
800-638-3522, Ext. 2730

Non-Board
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