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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

†

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

BISHOP STRICKLAND DEDICATES
OUR SANCTUARY FURNISHINGS
Meet Bishop Kevin Strickland of the Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America on Sunday, August 8. Being dedicated is our
new stain glass window, pew Bibles, processional altar,
baptismal font, altar candles and nursery at both services.
Special music at the traditional service will be provided
by family members of Joe Yarnell. Our beautiful stainedglass window was donated in his memory by his wife,
Mildred Fenske.

CONGREGATIONAL RETREAT
TRADITIONAL LUTHERAN POTLUCK
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 5PM
Bring your favorite dish to share!

EXPLORING OUR POST-PANDEMIC POSSIBILITIES

MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY AUGUST 9, 10 & 11
Morning Gathering —10:30am ▪ Evening Gathering— 6:30pm
Announcing Together, a congregational retreat to help
each person and our congregation successfully navigate
all post-covid challenges. Our goal is to come out stronger
and more vital than before.
Led by Pastors Forehand and Stelter, the retreat will give
us practical steps and encourage us to thrive beyond covid.
How do we best re-engage at work, at school, in our
families, at church? How do we re-engage our faith
after all we’ve experienced the past year?
The retreat begins with an overview on Sunday evening,
August 8 at 6pm with an old fashioned Lutheran potluck
in The Cup. Bring a dish or two to share!
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 9-11, sessions
will be held in the morning at 10:30am and repeated in the
evening at 6:30pm. Come for every session or come as
you can to just a few, but most of all come TOGETHER!

HARPIST KARI NOVELLA IN CONCERT
Sons of Norway invite you to a special
concert Sunday, August 1 at 4pm! Kari
Novella will perform music written by
Norwegian composer Edvard Greig. Light
refreshments will be provided following
the concert. This free event is open to
the community.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

During worship at both services on Sunday,
August 8 we will bless your backpacks.
We are also collecting school supplies to
assist families in need. Bring your donations
to the altar before worship this Sunday.

UPDATE

We are now in the third year of our appeal
with our efforts concentrated on the kitchen
renovation and parking lot projects. We envision a
streamlined area for cooks and bakers to prepare food
for events and also a place to share the joyful fellowship
of a church kitchen. We are already enjoying the fruits
of the appeal with the HVAC System and new sound
system. We also look forward to a crack free, freshly
paved parking lot with an up-to-date drainage system.
We continue to need your support to fulfill these visions.
Our goals are not unforeseeable. Your generosity has
helped fund our sanctuary sound system which greatly
enhances our worship experience. You have also
provided the funds for the new HVAC system, that not
only provides better air quality in the building, but also
has reduced monthly utility costs.
Three potential goals were set for Walk by Faith. Our first
set point is the ‘attainable’ goal of $600,000, followed by
our $650,000 ‘take a little faith’ goal and our third goal,
$700,000 ‘attainable when we give generously with our
finished goal in mind.’ As of July 31, 2021, your donations
total $570,065. We are at 81% of reaching the third goal!
Take part in this journey with us to make our church property warm and friendly for the entire community. During
these final eleven months, join us and share in our Walk
by Faith.
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MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS
CHILDREN & GRIEF

For the past few months, I’ve been exploring the topic
of grief in my monthly column. It became obvious to me
during the pandemic this past year that the one thing we
all have in common is the experience of grief. So, let us
continue discussing grief awhile longer.

S

hould children know about death? Learning to accept
death is a natural experience in life. It is most important that children not be excluded from grieving in
their own personal way and should not be excluded from
participating in the funeral service. If exposed to a death,
a child should be prepared for and guided through the
period of mourning.
When facing death, the first question of a child is “Why?”
Parents often isolate children from the pain of death.
Allowing a child to be part of the ceremonies and the
conversation helps relieve their fears. The most misunderstandings of death can be avoided with proper
explanation. Each time a child inquires and is denied
adequate information, they delve into their own memory
bank to create an answer. The longer such mysteries
persist, the more difficult they are to correct. Every
moment with a child is a teaching moment, even death.

O

f course, children may experience adverse emotional
reactions. They may become angry, hoping that their
tantrums will restore normality. They may neglect playing
and eating because of guilt, not realizing that their own
actions had nothing to do with the death. These reactions
are normal but continuation indicates maladjustment.
A child’s second questions is, “How?” Honesty should
frame discussions of death with children, as in all lifeforming subjects. Since the purpose of honesty is to
reduce fear and induce trust, all information should be
factual. There is nothing worse than being the last to
know the secret and then being given the excuse, “We
didn’t think it best to tell you.”

L

ove, warmth and reassurance should be shared.
Closeness and involvement convince the child that
their security is certain. Sorrow is more easily faced with
others. A child is actually comforted by the tears of him/
her parent. When preparing to tell a child about someone
dying, a pastor or close friend may assist in the discussion.

Any child old enough to love is old enough to grieve.
I’ll provide more help next month in this column in
regards to helping a child grieve.
Blessings. May we all continue
to grow through our grieving.
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter

CONFIRMATION IN SEPTEMBER

8th and 9th graders are encouraged to partici
pate in our Confirmation learning ministry,

COMMUNICATION MATTERS

T

his month I want to share another of my focus areas
in my calling as a pastor here at Faith – this month,
I’ll be talking about communication. Obviously, communication matters. It’s how we’ve interacted with one another
since the beginning of creation. And as we’ve developed
new technologies, we see that there are more and more
ways to communicate. I can instantly communicate with
the entire world with my phone – it’s amazing! And, it’s
complicated.
My role with communication will be to help better utilize
our social media and website platforms to more clearly
articulate who we are and how we share the love of
Jesus with the world. From broadcasting worship services on Facebook to developing tools for you to share
your faith in new ways, to quotes and memes to make
you laugh or think, I hope that we can use this as a
modern-day form of evangelism.

W

hat can you do to help with communication? First,
if you are on Facebook, make sure that you have
‘liked’ our Facebook page. Then, when you see a post
that is meaningful to you, make sure that you like and
share that so your friends can see it, too. Sharing the link
to our worship gatherings on Facebook allows you to
share the Good News of Jesus with people throughout
the world. It can make a difference to people who need
to receive that gift.
If you want to help us communicate better, give me
a shout and we can talk about how we communicate.
Through service, words, and even the internet, we can
“Love God + Love Others + Serve.”
Peace to you all,
The Rev. Dan Forehand
Go online to faithloves.org
to hear Sunday morning sermons and connect with us at
facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville

A CALL FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPERS!

Children’s Sunday School classes begin with Rally Day
on September 12. Weekly Sunday School starts
at 10:15am. Let Pastor Dan know that
you are interested in being involved.
A training and orientation session
will be held Sunday, August 22
at 10:15am for prospective
teachers. Join me and come
see what Sunday School is
all about!

Jesus

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10:15AM

Early Christianity-The Experience of the Divine John
Woods leads this class in The Cup.

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
August 2, 3-5pm & August 16, 3-6:30pm
We continue drive-thru service.
———

Church Council, August 17
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———

WELCA Anna Esther Circle
Wednesday, August 18, 10am
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, August 19, 9am
Join our team!
———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, August 21, noon
———
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
August 24, 5:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods.
———

Ladies Small Group
Will resume at a later date.
———

Wednesday Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, 6:30pm
Praise Team, 7:30pm
———

OUTREACH
Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626, to schedule.
———

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Sue Niemeyer, 614-403-7705
or suziethree@hotmail.com.
———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Mike Niemeyer at 399-2132 or
mike.three@hotmail.com.
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

FOOD PANTRY NEWS
By Jan Darnell

shephopepantry@gmail.com
Open: August 2, 3-5pm & 16, 3-6:30pm
Items Needed: Vegetable Oil (16 or 24oz) ▪ Juice (64oz)
Syrup (24oz) ▪ Boxed Meals ▪ Toilet Paper
Thank you for your continued donations to support the pantry.
There are still times when it is difficult to purchase large quantities at a time, even now. Dropping off the items listed each
month helps keep our pantry shelves full.
Fresh garden items keep coming from the community garden.
I think everyone received tomatoes this last month! A special
thank you those who show up on the first and third Mondays
each month. These volunteers are here to serve our guests,
no matter the weather conditions. They are the heart of our pantry.

LOVE GOD. LOVE OTHERS. SERVE.

MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER VISIT

We are honored to deliver socks, underwear, food,
drinks, prayers and our congregation’s love to the
Salvation Army homeless men’s shelter each
month. Join us on our next visit on Tuesday,
August 24, leaving the church parking lot at
5:30pm. Thank you for your contributions of socks, underwear
and treats. For men and women, ages 17 and up.

COUNCIL CORNER

By Tim Stone

Serve. It simply means “to be of help”. Serve is the third component of our mission statement: Love God, Love Others, Serve.
At Faith Lutheran Church, we subscribe to our mission statement as a way of life. By nature, some of us are eager to serve
and often look for ways to do so. Others may be more reserved
and tend to wait to be asked. Where do you fall? Are you looking
for opportunities to serve, or are you waiting to be asked? Either
way, our church presents bountiful opportunities to serve. One
way is serve as a member of our church council.
You may ask what does that entail? Simply put, council members
are a diverse group who oversee and conduct church operations
in accordance with the church constitution and by-laws. This
includes establishing budgets, hiring of staff, overseeing church
expenditures, etc. What type of experience is needed? No experience is necessary. The only pre-requisite is a willingness to
serve on a team.
How many are needed and how long is the assignment? The
council consists of eight or more church members and each
serve a three-year term. Each December, some members roll
off and new members take their place. This year we need 3
members to serve a three-year term and 1 member to serve
a two-year term.
What is the overall experience like? For most, including myself,
the opportunity is 360 degrees of goodness. You serve others
and gain a deeper spiritual connection at the same time. It is a
win all the way around. I highly recommend it! So, I encourage
everyone to consider serving on Council. You have now been
officially asked!

FROM THE HEART

VBS– THE WORLD’S
GREATEST COMEBACK
Our 2021 VBS is online at our
Facebook page (Faith Lutheran
Church of Knoxville, Tennessee & website faithloves.org.)
Craft kits are available in the
narthex. Leaders are
▪ Lynda Primka, crafts
▪ Melissa Horning, acting
▪ Wyn Bryant, Bible story
▪ The Parrott Family, games
▪ Scarlett Parrott, snacks
▪ Andrew Parrott, video wizard
▪ Pastor Dan, Master of
Ceremonies
▪ Pastor Bob, music.

By Nancy Reed
HERE I AM LORD Hineini (pronounced hee-nay-nee)
Our deepest relationships are not always defined by strength, but also by vulnerability. Vulnerability is often thought of as weakness, but it is not a sign of weakness.
It is often a sign of strength.
The Hebrew word (HINEINI) means "Here I am" and is an offer of total availability.
Scripture tells us our Father has often called people by their name and many people
replied with the Hebrew word "hineini." This makes the relationship very personal
and intimate. By this response they are saying, “I am absolutely focused on you,
Father. I am ready, I am here for you, and there is no place I else would rather be.”
Isaiah 58:9-“Then you will call and the Lord will answer HINEINI.”
Isaiah 43:1- "I have called you by name, you are mine.”
Take a moment and go back and read that scripture again but this time read it out
loud and insert your name in this scripture. What are you feeling at this moment?
Do you know and can you feel Him calling to you?
Here I Am, Lord. These four words, I believe. are some of the most powerful words
in all of scripture. Have we made that commitment? Are we ready for a deeper more
intimate experience of courage and purpose with our Lord as he calls to each of us?
Are we answering with Hineini?
Shalom

DOWN ON
THE FARM

By Leo Hall
This report highlights RAISE Jamaica
activities for June 2021. We are enjoying
a season of growth and production,
both on the field and in the farmers’
community on the ground.
The Impact of COVID-19 on RAISE
Jamaica With its gradual decline, there
is a greater sense of assurance that
the worst has passed. And while there
is still some social distancing, most
things are slowly returning to normal.

FARMING ACTIVITIES:
Inactive Farms operated by Llana
McGhie and Chrisan have been partially inactive for most of the past year.
These inactive farms are going to be
reassigned to other farmers to ensure
these lands do not become overgrown
with shrubs.
Well Pump There is an urgent need to
purchase a well pump in readiness to
replace the old one which is not working efficiently and in need of repair.
This pump we reported in May is old

AUGUST FAMILY
BIRTHDAYS
8/1
8/2
8/3
8/4

8/5
8/6
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/11
8/13
8/14
8/15

Danny Pressley
Peyton Sandidge
Mike Niemeyer
Julia Puterbaugh
Abby Dean
Nancy Dean
Hudson Huebner
Dan O’Kada
Tyler Bird
Kristie Turner
John Mulloy
Jan Bishop
Rob Blackburn
Reavis Baird
Jay Carroll
Connie Schmid
Adam Schmid
Doug Bales
Phil Cobble
Jasmine Holbert
Joy Crosby
Michelle Fenstermaker
Lisa Johnson
Lois Engel
Anna Sass

OF

8/16 Doug Goins
Carson Pettet
Dr. Ted Primka
Donald Smith
8/18 Jean Enderson
Sophie Frost
8/20 Morgan Monteagudo
Sue Niemeyer
Reneé Stone
8/21 Richard Lehner
8/22 Vicki Adams
Julie Jeter
Paula Nelson
Linda Shoemaker
8/23 Jett Lang
8/24 Cheryl Dunlop
8/25 Ron Pinchok
8/26 Gloria Fife
8/27 Jeanne Ahlgren
8/29 Brynna Oberhaus
Carol Schaefer
Pat Weaver
8/30 Donna Deichert
Deb Mulloy
Greg Schaefer

and has been in operation since the
well was restored.
Our Harvest this Month Corn, Sweet
Pepper, Plantain, Watermelon, Jelly,
Cucumber, Banana, Pineapples and
Onions.
Our Current Goat Population has
grown to 42. Alroy Carter (Russell)
tends to 10; Samuel Cooper 4, Levan
Freeman 8; Cleveland Hart 18; Hopeton Hart 1 and Ricardo Henry 1.

FAITH CELEBRATIONS

BAPTISMS

ANNIVERSARIES

8/2
8/8
8/16

8/13
8/14

8/1

8/19
8/20
8/21
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/30
8/31

Katie Brown
Jason Oberhaus
Allison Pressley
Ella Puterbaugh
Mark Rozanski
Brianna Saylor
Judy Zager
Brooks Huebner
Haley Bauman
Emily Norris
Donald Smith
Ben Thompson
Wes Jeter
Morgan Monteagudo
Brigitte Williams
Chase Patterson
Julie Ann Fenstermaker
Eric Johnson
Madison Sandidge
Noah Weaver
Greg Schaefer
Dr. Ted Primka

8/5
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/10

8/16
8/20
8/22
8/23
8/27

Paul & Kristie Turner, 13
Tim & Reneé Stone, 11
Dave & Barbara Birkholz, 23
Brad & Paula Nelson, 46
Steve & Jan Darnell, 46
Kim & Pastor Dan Forehand, 13
Cory & Ted Primka, 2
Alan & Darla Berdal, 38
John & Jan Foss, 68
Jan & Mark Rozanski, 39
George & Mary Herbold, 41
Steve & Connie Schmid, 38
Larry & Deanne Benorden, 34
Doug & Marie Gerrick, 24
Harold & Loni Peters, 50

Have an August date not featured
here? Contact Mary Boring,
966-9626 to update our records..
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SAVE THESE UPCOMING DATES!

Rally Day! – September 12 We will kick off another great
year of Sunday School and other programs with Rally Day on
September 12. Join us for activities and fun between services.
More details to come!

Welcome New Members Sunday! – September 19

Been visiting us and would like to become a member? We are
more than happy to have you join us! We welcome new members
at both services. Between services, we will host a welcome
reception and new member orientation with Pastor Dan. If you
are interested in joining Faith Lutheran Church, please contact
Pastor Dan or the church office.

Spirituality Book Group Returns!

Like to read? Enjoy searching for the presence of God in a spellbinding story? Enjoy the company of good friends sharing their
faith? Then come to the Faith Lutheran Church Spirituality Book
Group! We meet Tuesday at 6:30pm one night a month in the
library.
September 28 The Return of the Prodigal Son Henri Nouwen,
Reviewed by Pastor Bob Stelter
October 12

Anxious People Fredrick Backman,
Reviewed by Donna Deichert

November 9

When Bad Things Happen to Good People
Harold Kushner, Reviewed by Annette Pal

December 7

My Antonia Willa Cather,
Reviewed by Pastor Bob Stelter

LOVE GOD. LOVE OTHERS. SERVE.
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