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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

September 12 We’ll kick

off another great year of Sunday
School and other programs with
Rally Day on September 12.
Join us for activities and fun
between services.

NEW MEMBERS!
September 19

Been visiting us and would like to become a member? We are more than happy to have you join us!
We welcome new members at both services. Between services, we will host a welcome reception
and new member orientation with Pastor Dan. If
you are interested in joining Faith Lutheran Church,
please contact Pastor Dan or the church office.

MEMORIAL GARDEN & COLUMBARIUM
Recently you may have noticed the beautiful transformation of the west garden of our building where
the black marble columbarium was put in place.
Heather and Aynsleigh Martin presented a gift in
memory of Joellen Fordham, Heather’s mother and
Anynsleigh’s grandmother to create a memorial
garden. Kenny Edwards designed and gifted his
time and labor to create a stunning memorial garden.

Our Columbarium Team, Laura Beardsley, Annette
Pal and Carrie Parrott presented the Columbarium
Booklet to the Council for approval that outlines the
history of a columbarium and its purpose, explains
how the team will manage and oversee the niches.
A total of 64 niches each measuring (12”x12”x12”)
can hold 2 cremains and are immediately available.
Members of Faith Lutheran Church can purchase
a niche for $1,800; and, non-members purchase
price is $2,500. Information to apply for a niche(s)
is available in the booklet located in the narthex.

†

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

COUNCIL CORNER
SERVE WITH

A

By George Herbold

PURPOSE

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for Me.” To really
serve Jesus, start by serving those in need.
It’s time to rethink our mission as we serve lunch to our friends
that seek hope and assistance at the Knox Area Rescue Mission.
This shelter is a blessing for families, men, women and children
in their search for basic needs and moral support—hope & love.
When we deliver nourishment in the form of a homecooked meal,
how can we better connect with our friends at the shelter? These
days we can be someone to just listen.
On future visits, let’s ‘serve with a purpose.’ Venture out of the
serving line—take a moment to visit with some of our friends.
Maybe just listen.
At our July lunch, I had the opportunity to briefly visit and listen to
John’s story. Wearing a “Big Orange” shirt sporting a full head of
beautiful white hair sitting by the window staring into space. He
told me he was retired, family didn’t speak to him and had lived
on the streets for a long time—he was hungry and hopeless.
Several times he thanked me for listening to him. I told him that
God always listens and He is always with him.
Serving at the shelter is more than providing a meal. It is about
connecting! Let’s go full circle and take the next step—serve with
a purpose. Take time to connect—listen to their stories or just
smile and say hello! They came to you for food, go to them to
nourish and lift up their spirit.
We are all here to Love God. Love Others. Serve.

SAVE THESE OCTOBER DATES!
Blessing of the Pets

Saturday, October 9, 10am-noon
Bring your furbabies, feathered or
finned pets fora blessing from Pastor
Bob in remembrance of St. Francis of
Assisi’s love for all creatures.

Family Picnic–Worship, Fellowship & Food!

CONFIRMATION CLASSES

Starts September 12
Class begins with orientation
for parents and their 8th and 9th
grade students in the library.
Confirmation ministry meets
Sunday mornings, 10:15 to
11am.

Sunday, October 17, 11am ▪ Large Pavilion, McFee Park
Join us for a lively outdoor worship service
under the large pavilion followed by a picnic
lunch at noon. This annual event is for the
entire congregation. Our 9am traditional
worship will be held in the sanctuary. Those
attending at 9am, please join us for the picnic
at noon. If you normally attend the 11:11am
service, meet at the park. Please bring a salad, side dish
or dessert to share.
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MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS
A SPIRIT

OF

HOPE

THROUGH

GRIEF

In this space the last several months, I've been writing
about grief. It has become clear to me, especially bearing
through the pandemic, that grief is one thing we all share
in common. Life is goodbye, life is hello and grief is the
price of having loved.

I

nside our sanctuary every Sunday morning, we tell a
story where grief was heavy. "On the night in which he
was betrayed, Jesus took bread . . ." The grief felt by
the disciples filled every inch of that Upper Room. It was
the grief of preparation, as they were about to lose their
Jesus. One of the emotions of communion is a sort of
sad grief as we remember His last supper and his death.
Just outside our sanctuary walls we now have a visible
reminder of grief. Our beautiful black marble columbarium
is a reminder that death is part of life. That people of faith
are familiar with and do not shy from grief. That the
grounds of a church make for a fine final resting place.

T

he big brass cross that once hung over our altar now
resides in the columbarium garden. The cross is
another reminder of the reality of death. We follow a Lord
who was well acquainted with grief and who suffered
death on a cross. As we say in the Good Friday liturgy,
"Behold the life-giving cross on which hung the salvation
of the whole world."
We do not grieve like those who have no hope. (I Thessalonians 4:13) Our hope is in Christ's promise of resurrection.
This is the promise of resurrection: "And God shall wipe
away every tear from their eyes. There shall be no more
death, no more sorrow, no more crying, no more pain.
For the old order of things is passing away." (Revelation 21:4)

A

prayer as you grieve:
I offer this prayer to you, O Lord, to lift this burden
of grief from my heart. Shine your light and love into
my soul so I may know your presence and the joy
of your love. Guide me with your wisdom so I may
understand your ways and know your will. Let me
lean upon your strength, that I may grow and learn
from my grief. This grief is changing me. Help me be
more tender and caring, especially to all who suffer
and any who grieve. Help me emerge from my loss
with a renewed spirit of hope. Amen.
God's peace,
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter

WORSHIP LEADERS NEEDED!

Since we are able to participate in “live” Sunday worship
we need your assistance to fill leadership positions.
9am Traditional
Assisting Minister ▪ Lector ▪ Altar Guild ▪ Greeters
Communion Ministers ▪ Ushers
11:11am Contemporary
Altar Guild ▪ Greeters ▪ Communion Ministers ▪ Ushers

Prayerfully consider how your time and talent can assist
Faith Lutheran Church. Contact Mary in the church office
at 966-9626.

A WAY

OF LIVING

Thank you to all who participated in our congregational
retreat Together: Exploring our Post-Pandemic Possibilities. If you couldn’t attend all the sessions, the opening
teachings of each day are posted on our Facebook page
and the website. Check them out, to learn more about
how we hope to move from fear, doubt, and worry to
hope, joy, and possibility.

B

ecause that’s who we are as church. Though the
world seems like its crumbing more and more each
and every day – though the world seems more divided –
though there seems to be little hope, we declare that
something else is at work. We declare that the powe
of God is doing a new thing, even if we cannot articulate
it and even as it seems to be not enough. It’s why on
Easter we cry out, “Alleluia! Christ is risen!” We cry out,
even if we don’t always know what it means.
Part of the retreat was dreaming. We asked God to open
our hearts and imaginations to discover new possibilities
for us as a congregation as we move into the next chapter in our life as a church. We had some great ideas and
some great sparks of the Spirit beginning to unveil the
way forward. But this process isn’t over. We need to be
a congregation that is always guided by the Spirit and
one that trusts that the Spirit is going to grow and blow
in surprising ways. So, if you see something, if you have
a dream, please speak up. Let us continually collaborate
together, so that the retreat isn’t just a three-day thing
that happened in August 2021, but becomes a way of
living for the people of Faith Lutheran Church.

I

t’s who we are and it’s how we’re called to be together.
May we cry out a prayer as we did on Pentecost,
“Come Holy Spirit! Flame on!” Flame on and fan the flames
of our dreams. Exciting possibilities are on the way!
Peace to you all,

The Rev. Dan Forehand
Go online to faithloves.org
to hear Sunday morning sermons and connect with us at
facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville

SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPERS!

Children’s Sunday School classes begin
with Rally Day on September 12.
Weekly Sunday School starts at 10:15am.
Jesus
Let Pastor Dan know that you are interested in being
involved. Join me and come see what Sunday School
Is all about!

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10:15AM

Resumes September 12
John Woods begin a new study in The Cup:
Understanding the Old Testament.
You won’t want to miss a single session of this interesting
and engaging series. Join us Sundays!

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Property Team Meeting
Wednesday, September 1, 6:30pm
———

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
September 13, 3-5pm
September 20, 3-6:30pm
We continue drive-thru service.
———

WELCA Anna Esther Circle
Wednesday, September 15, 10am
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, September 16, 9:30am
Join our team!

By Jan Darnell

shephopepantry@gmail.com
Open: September 13, 3-5pm & 20, 3-6:30pm
Items Needed: large soup (15 oz. or more), syrup, dish soap, cereal
(not sugar coated), deodorant
We continue to give thanks for all the donations to the pantry.
It is through these donations that the pantry can continue to help
our community.
Do you have some time you would like to donate to the pantry?
We are always looking for more volunteers to help check in food
orders, work on the first or third Mondays when we are open or help
pick up orders. Email me at shephopepantry@gmail.com.

LOVE GOD. LOVE OTHERS. SERVE.

———

Church Council, September 21
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
September 28, 5:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585

MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER VISIT

Join us on our next visit, Tuesday, September 28,
leaving the church parking lot at 5:30pm. For men
and women, ages 17 and up. Thank you for your
contributions of underwear, socks and treats which
is much appreciated by the men.

———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, October 30, noon
———

Deacon Meeting
Sunday, November 7, 12:15pm
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods. Resumes 9/14.
———

Ladies Small Group
Will resume at a later date.
———

Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
Praise Team, Sundays, 10:15am

OUTREACH
Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626, to schedule.
———

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

Our commitment is to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in
ministry and action and to promote healing and
wholeness in the church, the society and the world.
We will commemorate WELCA Sunday on September 26 and will
serve as Assisting Ministers on that day. Our next meeting is set for
Wednesday, September 15, 10am. All ladies of the church are invited
to join us. Call Pat Lyman, at 675-2189 for more information.

SPIRITUALITY BOOK GROUP RETURNS!

Like to read? Enjoy searching for the presence of God in a spellbinding story? Enjoy the company of good friends sharing their faith?
Then come to the Faith Lutheran Church Spirituality Book Group! We
meet Tuesday at 6:30pm one night a month in the library.
September 28 The Return of the Prodigal Son Henri Nouwen,
Reviewed by Pastor Bob Stelter
October 12

Anxious People Fredrick Backman,
Reviewed by Donna Deichert

November 9

When Bad Things Happen to Good People
Harold Kushner, Reviewed by Annette Pal

December 7

My Antonia Willa Cather,
Reviewed by Pastor Bob Stelter

FROM THE HEART

Sending Kids to Camp

Banquet & Fundraiser Saturday,
October 23, a fun evening of music,
inspiration, dining and live auction.
Join us in helping send kids to camp!
coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us
https://ComeToTheWater.us

Always pray
to have eyes that see
the best in people,
a heart that forgives the worst,
a mind that forgets the bad
and a soul that never
loses faith in God.

A STUDY

This is an invitation to participate in a
study about welcome for lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender congregants
of LGBT-affirming churches, by Shepherd University of West Virginia. Are
you at least 18 years old? Are you gay,
bisexual, queer or transgender, genderqueer, gender-nonbinary or gendernonconforming? Are you a member
or do you regularly attend an LGBTaffirming Christian church? If so, we’d
like to talk to you about your experiences with welcome and unwelcome in
religious settings throughout your life.
To learn more, contact: Craig Cline,
PhD—304-876-5337, ccline@ shepherd.edu or Amy Garzön-Hampton,
MSW—ahampton@shepherd.edu.

By Nancy Reed

100 Percent

Our great commandment is to love God with all our heart soul, mind and
strength. God wants all of us, not just most of us. Something significant
happens within our spirits when we give our all to God with no reservations.
At the center of Christianity is the calling that Paul wrote in 2nd Corinthians:
"And He died for all that we should live no longer for ourselves but for Him
who died for us and rose again.” When Christ has captured our hearts,
a whole new world opens up. It is no longer a matter of what we are allowed
or not allowed to do, it becomes a matter of serving Him and His interests.
Paul writes earlier 1 Corinthians 10:23: "All things are lawful for me, but not all
things are helpful. All things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.” Being
in the will of our Lord is where real joy lives. Those who are living to please
our Lord find and experience that special joy and inner peace.
Some people look at Christianity as a set of standards and rules but when
they do so, they have completely missed what is most important and most
critical, that is, to live for Him. Christians should pray for boldness which is
the assured ability for us to share our faith. Joshua 1:9 reminds us, "Be strong
and courageous; do not be afraid do not be discouraged for the Lord your
God will be with you wherever you go.”
There is a freedom that comes to those who live to serve and follow Christ.
This freedom is the ability to be in this world without becoming part of the
negative things of this world. Christianity is a lifestyle not just another religion.
Furthermore, approval of others has no value compared with the joy found
in a living partnership with our Lord. He has promised to guide us in all the
details of our life, when we are fully committed to Him. Proverbs 3:5-6 encourages us, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.”
Erma Bombeck wrote, “When I stand before God at the end of my life I would
hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left and I could say I used
everything you gave me.” How much of our hearts have we given to the Lord?
Perhaps a better question would be, what are we holding back?
Let’s go from halfhearted to ALL IN.
Shalom

Approved by the Institutional Review Board, Shepherd University

SEPTEMBER FAMILY
BIRTHDAYS
9/1
9/2
9/4
9/5
9/7
9/8
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/14
9/16
9/18

David Greenman
Jacob Lang
Will Witte
Carol Nicolosi
Bruce Mitchell
Scarlett Parrott
Katie Bauman
Ben Campbell
Connie Rist
Rick McCown
Ira Thompson
Bob Moore
Laura Sproat
Addison Fout
Katie Stewart-Bektas
Gary Mount
Kari Kinney
Nick Lyman
John Palatinus
Gaylon Swenson
Richard Westbrook
Elizabeth Weaver
Ellen Parsons

9/19 Matthew McCown
9/20 Brett Huebner
9/21 Mary Bales
Alice Pigott
9/22 Patricia Gary
9/24 Isaac Rickert
9/25 Paul Turner
Keely Rickert
9/26 Grant Bauman
Cadence Titsworth
9/28 Ashley Benorden
Rick Parsons
Lynda Primka
Danny Willis
9/30 Ritchie Case
Barbara LeFevre
Parker Tunnell

BAPTISMS
9/1

9/3

Larry Koran, Jr.
Richard Lehner
Deb Mulloy
John Mulloy
Jay Carroll

OF

FAITH CELEBRATIONS

9/16 Carmen Larsen
John Palatinus
Elizabeth Weaver
6/17 Andrew Echols
Calvin Giles
9/18 Heather Martin
9/20 Julie Jeter
Andrew Parrott
Jack Parrott
Olivia Parrott
Scarlett Parrott
9/22 Katie Lehner
9/27 Matt Echols
Kari Kinney
9/29 Rob Blackburn
Ira Thompson

ANNIVERSARIES
9/1 Doug & Mary Bales, 37
Sam & Joan Howard, 31
Tom & Lisa Mann, 31
9/3 Brad & Jennifer Berry, 11
9/4 Eric & Lisa Johnson, 17
Charlie & Joan Pfrommer, 55
9/7 George & Donna Deichert, 53
9/8 Mark & Carmen Larsen, 37
9/13 Terry & Linda Beyer, 46
9/15 Eric & Robin Madson, 30
9/20 Adam & Yvette Edwards, 18
Derek & Melissa Willis, 7
9/28 Dmitry Lyakh & Caroline Keenan, 8
Anthony & Debbie Ragucci, 36
Have a September date not
featured here?
Contact Mary Boring,
966-9626 to update our records.
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Fill Your Minds

with those things that are good
and deserve praise:
things that are true,
noble, right, pure, lovely
and honorable. Philippians 4:8
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RAISE JAMAICA

by Leo Hall
We are happy to report RAISE Jamaica welcomed our first Mission
Team since the outbreak of COVID — Nick Vrettos led Cobblestone
Church from Ohio. Mike Niemeyer traveled from Tennessee to join
the team. The mission team guided by local tradesmen, accomplished:
1. Building a pen for the goats, Winston and Henry.
2. Completing another chamber of the cistern.
3. Rough-casting walls on the office.

The team could not visit the St. Mary Parish Infirmary or Pringle’s
Home for Children. They had the opportunity to worship at Bethel
and enjoyed some relaxation going to the beach and eating at
Robin’s Bay. Special thanks to the CSI staff, led by Pete and
Ladena, and the RAISE Jamaica team.
Farming activities included:
Well Pump - The process to have the pump replaced in now fully activated.
Compost Site - The compost site is assigned Winston for the next three
months to ensure that the organic matters are deposited and managed. Once
matured, the composting matter will lead to monthly savings on fertilizers.
The month's the farmers produced the following crops:
Anthony Grant
Corn
Desmond Riley
Plantain, Sweet Pepper, Pineapple
Lavern Thomas
Plantain
Jeffrey Thompson
Plantain, Cucumber, Lime, Watermelon
Hopeton & Henry
Plantain
Carter
Plantain, Coconut, Breadfruit

Rudolph Rigg
Plantain
Easton Riley
Planting Plantains
Exford Campbell
Planting Plantains
Mr. Freeman
Plantains, Bananas, Pineapples, Onions
Mr. Richard
Hot Peppers
Goats –
79 goats total are in great shape
There is currently a need for water.
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Sunday, September 12, 10:15!

For Youth & Adults

