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By Reneé Stone 
Walk by Faith is our three-year capital campaign 
to beautify our worship space. We are in the third 

and final year and have two remaining projects: the kitchen and 
parking lot. 
 

Council reviewed four bids from local contractors and has 
approved a contractor to remodel the kitchen. Contract is now 
pending. The space has been prepared for demolition and cabi-
nets have been ordered. Walk by Faith funds are available to 
complete this project in its entirety. A big thank you to the Kitchen 
Committee for their continued work. 
 

Engineering studies have been received and reviewed regarding 
the parking lot. Once the kitchen project is completed, our focus 
will be on repairing and refinishing the parking lot. Costs esti-
mates for this project were greater than expected. However, 
we are hopeful and have faith that all outstanding pledges will 
be received and additional contributions continue to fully fund 
this project. Please consider an additional contribution. 
 

We have united as a congregation. Many have dedicated time, 
professional resources and monetary contributions to make these 
projects become a reality.  As we enter the last six months of the 
campaign, let us finish strong as we walk by faith, not by sight. 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, November 21, 12:15pm, sanctuary 
▪  Approval of 2022 Financial Plan/Budget 
▪  Election of 2022 Congregational Lay Leaders 
▪  Walk By Faith Update 

COLUMBARIUM NICHES 
Niches in our beautiful memorial garden are now available 
to congregation members at a cost of $1,800. Non-members 
can purchase a niche for $2,500. 
 

An application form is found in our Columbarium Booklet 
available in the narthex. The booklet also details the purpose 
and history of our columbarium. 

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL 
CANDIDATES 

 

Doug Goins  I moved to Knoxville in 2015 after 
retiring from Lockheed Martin Corporation. I visited 
Faith Lutheran Church with my daughter Abbey and 
her husband Taylor Patterson. I really liked the 
church, particularly the emphasis on the outreach 
programs and service in the community. I found the 
congregation very friendly and I felt at home. It is a 
wonderful family atmosphere. I joined the church 
shortly after that. My grandchildren Asher and Eva 
were baptized here. Being with my children and 
grandchildren has been a blessing.  
 
I joined council from 2017 – 2020 and served as 
president in 2018 and 2019. I currently chair the 
Faith and Justice ministry. As a semi-retired 
“recovering attorney” (Pastor Bob’s term) I have 
the time and interest to put into church business. 
I feel called to support the church and share my 
professional knowledge and expertise in support 
of the church. The council serves as the central role 
in managing the church business and I want to be 
part of that process. I'm committed to doing the 
best I can and spend as much time as necessary 
to achieve the church goals. Thank you for the  
opportunity. 
 

Rick Smenner  I am a candidate for church 
council. I feel that being a member of the council is 
a way to serve the church, and I am willing to do so. 
 
My wife, Leslie, and I have been married for 41 
years and we have three daughters. We moved 
here in 2006 from Sylvania, Ohio, and became 
members in 2007. Leslie and I have been Lutheran 
our whole married life and have raised our three 
daughters Lutheran. 
 
Recently, Leslie and I were co-chairs of the Call 
Committee and are regular greeters at the 11:11am 
service. It would be an honor and a privilege to be 
able to work on our Church Council. 

Annual Blessing of the Pets 
Saturday, October 9, 10:30am, Angel Garden 
 

In honor of St. Francis and God’s gift of creation, 
bring your furry, fuzzy, feathery and funny pets to 
be blessed. Certificates will be given in a variety 
of categories including a ‘best costume’ award. 

WORSHIP & PICNIC IN THE PARK, OCTOBER 17 
MCFEE PARK LARGE PAVILION 

Join us for worship and our annual picnic! 
 

▪   9:00am  Traditional Service in the sanctuary. 
▪ 10:15am  Youth Sunday School in the park. 
▪ 11:11am  Contemporary Worship in the park. 
▪   Noon     Picnic in the park. 

Bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share! 



MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS 
ON GRIEF 
 

I am struck by the fact that I’ve been writing about grief 
in this column since the summer and that I have been 
grieving lately. Last month, my father died and in August, 
I lost a dear friend to death. 
 

T hank you for your concern. My family and I appreciate 
and cherish your cards, calls and conversations. Your 

care has been an important part in coping with our losses. 
 
My father, Robert H. Stelter, Sr., died on September 2. 
No one called him that, his name was Buddy. It was a 
childhood nickname that fit him well and stuck with him 
until he was 83 years old. He was everyone’s Buddy. 
 
I was fortunate to be able to be with him, my mother and 
my brother during this time. Daughter Callie in New York 
City and wife Lisa in Knoxville were able to join us in 
Texas. It was a healing time of family, friends and faith. 
 
One of my aunts said what she liked best about my father 
is that he made everything an adventure. That is a good 
description of him. 
 

M y earliest childhood memories are sitting next to him 
on wooden pews during worship, holding his hands 

as the preacher droned on. (He was probably holding my 
hands so I would not aggravate my brother.) He was 
a 6’4” college basketball player, with hands big enough 
to easily grab two misbehaving boys in church. 
 
My hands have become my father’s hands, my voice is now 
his voice. I don’t need the wisdom of the philosophers 
to tell me that I cannot go home again, that nothing will 
ever be the same after losing my dad. The dynamics 
of our family are changed and so are we. 
 
Our lives have not lost meaning, however. Instead, life 
will take on a new meaning as we consider the promise 
of a life hereafter. I am consoled to know that Dad, a man 
of faith, is now face to face with his Lord. I look forward 
to a heavenly reunion. 
 

B eing involved with an aging parent has shaped how 
I approach my own aging process. I hope to be a 

better companion, pastor, brother, son, husband and dad 
in life (as well as death) to honor my father. 
 

God’s peace, 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter 

Go online to faithloves.org 
to hear Sunday morning sermons and connect with us at 

facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville 

  WE WERE CHOSEN 
 

H ere at Faith Lutheran Church, we always believe 
that God is up to something new. And, I’m excited 

to share that others see that in us, too. This summer, I 
applied for the ELCA Congregations Lead Initiative on 
behalf of Faith Lutheran Church. From the ELCA: 

“The Congregations Lead Initiative is a new, two-year 
program that will gather a cohort of 50 congregations 
from across the ELCA to unleash and harness their 
collective genius and discover new and useful ministry 
innovations.” 
 

I’m delighted to share with you that we were selected! 
Wow! I don’t think we were selected because I’m an 
overly good writer or that I contain ‘collective genius’ — 
just ask anyone who knows me. No, I trust we were 
selected because of the story of Faith – a community 
that has, since its inception in 1976, worked for the 
good of others. We live into our mission: 

Love God. Love Others. Serve. 
 

T he work of this cohort will formally begin in November. 
Eventually, through the cohort, we will be able to 

apply for grant funding to conduct experiments that will 
build off the work that we did at our August congregational 
retreat. As was the message at the retreat, the next two 
years will involve a lot of “holy experimentation.” We will 
try new things, imagining what it means to live into our 
post-pandemic calling as a church seeking to reach 
others with the love of Jesus. 
 
I am excited for the ways that our congregation will journey 
through this program. As I learn more specifics, I will 
certainly share them with you. Thank you for being a part 
of the community of believers at Faith Lutheran Church. 
 
God bless you! 
 
 
 

   The Rev. Dan Forehand 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10:15AM 
John Woods continues this study in The Cup: 

Understanding the Old Testament. 
Join us Sundays! 

CONFIRMATION CLASS, 10:15AM, LIBRARY 

10/3 The Flood 
10/10 &  10/17   School Break 
10/24 Abraham & Sarah 
10/31 Abraham & Isaac 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
A big thank you goes to those who responded to help fill 
leadership positions at our worship services. Call Mary 
in the church office at 966-9626 if you can help out. 

 

9am Traditional 
Assisting Minister ▪ Lector ▪ Altar Guild Greeters  

Communion Ministers ▪ Ushers 
 

11:11am Contemporary 
 Altar Guild ▪ Communion Ministers Greeters ▪ Ushers 



 

 
 

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry 
October 4, 3-5pm  

October 18, 3-6:30pm 
——— 

 

Property Team Meeting 
Monday, October 18, 6:30pm 

——— 
 

Church Council, October 19 
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm 

——— 
 

Council Budget Presentation 
November 14, 6:30pm 

The Cup 
——— 

 

WELCA Anna Esther Circle 
Wednesday, October 20, 10am 

——— 
 

Handy Faithfuls Workday 
Thursday, October 21, 9:30am 

——— 
 

Deacon Meeting & Schedule 
Sunday, November 7, 12:15pm 

9/26-10/9   Debbie Pinchok 
10/10-10/23 Debbie Pinchok, Mildred Fenske 

10/24-11/6  Ann Stewart, Jane Dakolios 

  
 
 

Salvation Army Shelter Visit 
October 26, 5:30pm 

Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585 
——— 

 

Faith Serves KARM 
Saturday, October 30, noon 

——— 
 

Tuesday Small Groups 
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm 

Led by John Woods 
——— 

 

Ladies Small Group 
Will resume at a later date. 

——— 
 

Rehearsals 
Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30pm 

Praise Team, Sundays, 10:15am 
——— 

 

Disaster Ministry 
A trained team member will check your 

home smoke detectors. 
Call the church, 966-9626, to schedule. 

——— 
 

Community Coalition 
Against Human Trafficking 

Contact Pastor Stelter 
——— 

 

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance 
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736 

——— 
 

Raise Jamaica International 
Contact Pastor Stelter 

——— 
 

Mercy Ships 
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727 

OUTREACH 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 
FOOD PANTRY NEWS By Jan Darnell 

shephopepantry@gmail.com 
 

Open: September 13, 3-5pm & 20, 3-6:30pm 
 Items Needed: Canned Yams, 29 oz ▪ Coffee, 1 lb ▪ Brown Sugar 
Tea, plain, not flavored ▪ Canned Green Beans, 16oz ▪ Canned Corn, 16oz 

MEMBER INFO UPDATE 
 

Your information (addresses, phone 
numbers, anniversaries, birthdates, etc.) 
helps our pastors keep in contact with 
you, celebrate your milestone events as 
well as helping them develop new minis-
tries based on household statistics. 
 

At you earliest convenience, please 
notify Mary in the church office of any 
contact information that has changed 
such as phone numbers, addresses, 
email, etc. 

SPIRITUALITY BOOK GROUP 
Like to read? Enjoy searching for the presence of God in a spell-binding 
story? Enjoy the company of good friends sharing their faith? Then come 
to the Faith Lutheran Church Spirituality Book Group! We meet Tuesday 
at 6:30pm one night a month in the library. 
 

October 12  Anxious People Fredrick Backman, 
Reviewed by Donna Deichert 
 

November 9 When Bad Things Happen to Good People 
Harold Kushner, Reviewed by Annette Pal 
 

December 7 My Antonia Willa Cather, 
Reviewed by Pastor Bob Stelter 

Here’s a heartwarming story for 
you. I was approached after church 
by a grandfather. He told me how 
they had been out to breakfast with 
his 7 year-old granddaughter and 
her family. They talked about differ-
ent programs the church has to 
help people. She picked up on 
the food pantry and this is how 
the conversation continued. “Can 
anyone come to the pantry?” Yes, 
anyone. “Do children get food?” 
Yes. “Do they get lots of food?” 
They get enough food for the family 
for about a week. Do they get ice 
cream, cookies and candy like I 
have at home? No, we give them 
food that makes their bodies strong

– vegetables, meat and fruit. She 
replied, OH! Later that week she 
came over to our house. “Grandpa, 
I have been saving my money.” 
She handed me a zip lock bag 
with a $1.82. “I want you to give 
this to the pantry for me, to buy 
food for the families. I want to 
 

help them. I don’t want the children 
to be hungry.” Then she smiled 
and said, “just like Jesus helped 
the people.” 
 

We begin gathering items for the 
Thanksgiving Baskets this month 
for families within our local schools 
that need help. Thank you for your 
extra help with the holiday food. 
 

There were 78 households that 
participated in the Kroger rewards 
for the pantry this quarter. To par-
ticipate, go to Kroger.com to sign 
up. Kroger donates to our pantry 
each time you shop. 
 

KARM is now collecting Coats for 
the Cold. Drop off new and gently 
used coats at any KARM store or 

Prestige Cleaners October 18 – 
November 13. All sizes, children 
and adults are needed. During 
November and December KARM 
will deliver vouchers to us to hand 
out to our guests for a warm, 
freshly cleaned coat for the winter. 

FYI . . . 
 

Beginning October 24, 
those living in the 865 area 
code must dial a 10-digit 
telephone number for local 
calls. After this date, local 
calls dialed with only 7 
digits may not be completed. 
 
 

865-XXX-XXXX 



FROM THE HEART 
By Nancy Reed 
 

Ebenezer: Stone of Help  When I 
hear or see the name Ebenezer, the 
famous Dickens character Ebenezer 
Scrooge comes to mind. But the name 
Ebenezer has a much more historic and 
biblical meaning. The Hebrew meaning 
of Ebenezer is "stone of help.” In the 
Old Testament (1 Samuel 4:1-22), Sam-
uel gave the name Ebenezer to a me-
morial stone in recognition of God help-
ing them defeat the Philistines. “Then 
Samuel took a stone and set it up be-
tween Mizpah and Shen and called its 
name Ebenezer saying, ‘There the Lord 
has helped us.’” When we look at these 
words we may think it says God helped 
us to a certain point, like “thus far.” Im-
plications are that the Lord has only 
helped in the past. However, our Father 
helps us past, present and future. The 
key word here is "us," which makes this 
very personal. 
 
“The glory of God’s faithfulness is that no 
sin of ours has ever made Him unfaith-
ful.” -Charles Spurgeon When people 
refer to setting up an Ebenezer, they 
are saying they wish to use something 
to remind them of God’s faithfulness. 
The Ebenezer memorial will always be 
a reminder of God’s goodness and love, 
especially when we are faced with diffi-
cult circumstances. Sometimes we may 
forget our Father’s faithfulness, which is 
ingratitude and cited as one of the first  

 
 
harbingers of apostasy. In the hymn 
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, 
the second stanza speaks of raising an 
Ebenezer to remind God’s people of 
spiritual truths. 
 
The placing of an Ebenezer (a stone of 
remembrance) in our garden or on a 
table can give us peace and hope in the 
One who not only forgives, but who con-
tinues to mold us into His likeness. 
Ebenezer will remind us of this should 
we ever forget. 
 
We live with a lot of tension today, but 
we know who our Father has shown him-
self to be. He is the foundation of every 
blessing. He is the one whose mercy 
never ceases. Our Ebenezer will remind 
us that He is always with us. 
 
Corrie Ten Boom wrote, “In God’s faith-
fulness we find eternal security.”  
 
Psalm 63:7 reminds us, “Because you 
have been my help, therefore in the 
shadow of your wings I will rejoice” 
 
Many times, in scripture, a stone memo-
rial was used as a reminder of how God 
helped. It also reminds us that Christ is 
the “Cornerstone” of our faith. Perhaps 
we all should create an Ebenezer to 
remind us of God’s faithfulness and that 
He is always with each one of us every 
moment of everyday.   Shalom 

MANY THANKS 
TO MABEL TREXLER 
for donating beautifully 
Embroidered baptismal napkins. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
  10/2 Bonnie & Roger Legako, 50 
  10/7 Katie & John Spangler, 15 
  10/8 Jeanne & Jay Ahlgren, 63 
 Allison & Ken Cosby, 5 
10/20 Sarah & Matt Wright, 20 
10/23 Kelsey & Bobby Baird, 7 
10/24 Leona & Bill Porteous, 29 
10/27 Crystal & Nick Vagott, 9 
10/30 Barbara & Gerry LeFevre, 56 

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS 
  10/2 Cooper Edwards 
 Peyton Houlihan 
 Helina Weaver 
  10/3 Linda Mitchell 
  10/4 George Herbold 
 Steve Holley 
 Kim Morris 
 Sierra Morris 
 Kathy Wise-Smith 
 Katie Zager 
  10/7 Marilynn Sizemore 
10/11 Jonathan Holmes 
 Dieter Manthey 
10/13 Kenneth Puterbaugh 
 Miller Rothenberg 
10/14 Lisa Aipperspach 
10/15 Darla Berdal 
 Tom Blake 
 Leona Porteous 
 Sam Thompson 
 

10/16 Peter Schlake 
10/17 Judy Morris 
 Maurice Nieto 
 Ron Zimbrick 
10/18 Merill Sizemore 
10/19 Rebecca Kilbey 
 Emily Wright 
10/21 Susan Haydek 
 Paul Jeter 
 Callie Stelter 
10/22 Dan Primka 
10/23 Leo Hebert 
10/24 Kati Cumberland 
 Pat Lyman 
10/27 James Thompson 
 Dawn Willis 
10/28 Gabriella Puterbaugh 
10/29 Jean Witte 
10/30 Anthony Monteagudo 
10/31 Michael Case 
 
 

BAPTISMS 
  10/1 Nancy Dean 
 Brett Huebner 
 Jaime Lang 
 Bill Porteous 
  10/3 Abigail Pettet 
  10/4 Dylan Willis 
10/11 Reavis Baird 
 Hannah Blake 
10/14 Hudson Huebner 
10/15 Gaylon Swenson 
10/16 Rebecca Calderone 
10/17 Cortlyn Titsworth 
10/18 Eli Tunnell 
10/23 Eduardo Martorell, Jr 
10/24 Miller Rothenberg 
10/25 Elaine Mount 
10/30 Anna Delahunt 
 Katie Delahunt 
 Anthony Monteagudo 

Have an October date  
not featured here? 

Contact Mary Boring, 966-9626  
to record your special day  

in our church records. 

A QUICK & 

SECURE WAY 

TO CONTRIBUTE 
Scan this QR code with your 
phone camera to donate 
now on our secure webpage. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

10/3  Laura Beardsley 
10/10 —available— 
10/17 Birkholz family 
10/24 Maret & Leo Hebert 
10/31 Leona & Bill Porteous 



ANNA ESTHER CIRCLE 
CONTRIBUTES TO 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

Reformation Lutheran Church in Greenville, TN was the 
collection point for the Lutheran World Relief Ingathering. 
 
Ten churches from East Tennessee, Crossville and Vir-
ginia collected 3,142 pounds of quilts, school quilts, per-
sonal care kits, layettes and sewing kits. Many thanks to 
all for their donations and to the volunteers who loaded 
the Averitt Express truck. 
 

WELCA Project Continues We renew our effort to collect 
new or gently used full or queen size bed sheets for Messiah 
Lutheran Church’s WELCA group to finish quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief. For questions or details call Anne Loyacano, 
865-288-0468. 
 
Next Meeting All ladies of the church are invited to join 
us for fellowship and Bible studies at our next meeting, 
on October 20, 10am. Call Pat Lyman, at 675-2189 for 
more information. MEN’S HOMELESS 

SHELTER VISIT 
 
Join us on our next visit, Tuesday, 

October 26, leaving the church parking lot at 5:30pm. 
For men and women, ages 17 and up. Thank you for 
your much appreciated contributions of underwear, 
socks and treats! 

Sending Kids to Camp 

BANQUET & 
FUNDRAISER 

Saturday, October 23 
It’s a fun evening of music, inspiration, dining and live 
auction. Join us in helping send kids to camp! 
coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us ▪ https://ComeToTheWater.us 

2021 CHALLENGE ANNOUNCED 
 

CHICAGO (September 16, 2021) Some 
people may hope for a return to normal 
after the world-changing events of 
the last 18 months, but sociologists tell 
us our future will revolve around living 

into a “new normal.” Presented by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA), the 2021 Hein-Fry Book of 
Faith Challenge probes this new normal. Under the theme 
“Imagining Scriptural Encounters in the New Normal,” 4 
online presentations by ELCA seminary students will help 
participants deepen their encounters with Scripture and 
strengthen their relationships with God in a time of extreme 
and continuous change. 
 
The annual Hein-Fry Book of Faith Challenge is an endowed 
theological lecture series that seeks to enliven the biblical 
engagement of the whole church by encouraging the development 
of faithful, innovative and effective ways to teach and learn 
Scripture. The event is sponsored by the seven ELCA 
seminaries, the Hein-Fry planning team and the ELCA 
Book of Faith Initiative. 
 

Every year, one student from each seminary is invited 
to develop and present a class or series for people both 
familiar and unfamiliar with biblical texts. The students 
are then invited to report their findings. 
 
This year the challenge will comprise four online events: 
▪  Kaylie H. Ines, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
 Berkeley, CA, Hope Remains: A Creation Care 

Faith Study Wednesday, October 20, 1pm, pst 
▪  Aneel Trived, Wartburg Theological Seminary, 

Dubuque, IA, Return to Baptism, Return to a 
New Normal. Friday, October 22, 2pm, cst. 

▪  Katrina Steingraeber, Lutheran School of Theology, 
Chicago, IL Looking at Today’s World Through 
the Psalms. Thursday, Oct. 28, 10am, cst. 

▪  Melissa J. Harris, United Lutheran Seminary, 
Gettysburg, PA. Environmental Stewardship: 
Reconsidering the Creation Narratives in the 
21st Century. Friday, Oct. 29, 1pm, est. 

The Rev. Dr. Diane Jacobson will serve as online host. 
 
The public is invited to attend these free online events, 
however, registration is required for each. For registration 
information go to https://www.bookoffaith.org. 

mailto:coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us
https://ComeToTheWater.us


Trunk or Treat 
Friday, October 22, 2021    5:30 - 7:30 pm 

Farragut Presbyterian Church 
Hosted by the friends and families of 

Farragut Presbyterian Church & Faith Lutheran Church 
 

Hosting families should meet in the Farragut Presbyterian Church parking lot 
near their Fellowship Hall any time after 4 pm to decorate/set-up their trunk. 
Keep young children in mind when dressing in costume and bringing pre-
wrapped candy/treats/prizes.   
 

Several games and prize booths for children will be set up in Fellowship Hall.  Costume contests will be held outside.   
 
If the weather is inclement, we’ll move the event into the Fellowship Hall area, but kindly request masks and the 
appropriate pandemic precautions (indoors) if crowded.  Please RSVP to Pastor Dan (pastordan@faithloves.org) 
if you can assist with set-up or attendance at the booths in Fellowship Hall.  

21 

REFORMATION SUNDAY—OCTOBER 31 
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DOWN ON THE FARM 
Aaron Holsapple, President Raise International 

 
Please accept our gratitude to your Mission ministry and leadership 
team for the $3,500 gift from Faith Lutheran Church.  
 

As you know from going down to experience RAISE Jamaica first 
hand in July, the funds are much appreciated as we continue to 
grow the farming operations through RAISE. I look forward to the 
day that our partnership is also experienced in person with another 
team from Faith Lutheran Church. 
 

I am sincerely praying that next summer will be that opportunity. 
I know that Nick with Cobblestone Church is planning another trip 
in July (as well as a trip in January). I’m also trying to schedule a 
trip for River Run next summer as well. Hopefully all these Covid 
restrictions and hurdles are lifted and airfare prices come back 
down to something reasonable so Faith Lutheran Church can be 
added to the calendar. 
 

I continue to be grateful for the partnership we share. May God 
continue to bless your church as they impact the world with a 
Kingdom Heart! 

BLESSINGS TO THESE COUPLES 
WHO WILL MARRY IN OCTOBER: 

 

Ashley Benorden & Tait Simpson, October 8 
Heather Martin & Chris Patrick, October 15 
Christine Vincent & Isaac Taylor, October 23 
Caitlin Bishop & Stephen Lowe, October 23 

Proverbs 3:5 & 6 


