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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Sunday, November 21, 12:15pm, sanctuary
▪ Approval of 2022 Financial Plan/Budget
▪ Election of 2022 Congregational Lay Leaders
▪ Walk By Faith Update

BUDGET PRESENTATION

Council members will be in The Cup Sunday
morning at 10:15am, November 14 to
present the 2022 budget for the congregation.
Come learn about all our mission & ministries!

COUNCIL CORNER

By Adam Edwards
In his letter to the Romans, Paul reminds us
that each of us have “gifts that differ according
to the grace given to us” and importantly he
states, “let us use them.” Romans 12:6. Our
church council has had a number of discussions in recent weeks about our path forward
to better live out our mission to love God,
love others and serve.
From our recent retreat, it is clear that many
of us have a vision of growth for our church
family and we heard a lot of great ideas. The
question is: how do we convert those ideas
into actions? While a number of our ministry
teams are thriving, others suffer from a lack of
membership and participation. One of the key
teams that needs help is Evangelism. Council
is considering re-naming, re-focusing this
ministry and we encourage your participation
on this new team that will center on discovering and implementing strategies to bring new
faces into our church family. We have the
greatest gift in history to share and that is
the love of Christ. What could be more exciting
than the opportunity to develop a game plan
to share that good news with our community?
To this end, we know our congregation is full
of talented and creative members that would
undoubtedly help us spread the word about
the awesome things going on at Faith Lutheran
Church. We invite you to give prayerful consideration and become part of this team as we
continue to talk about it in the coming weeks.
Please reach out to any member of council
if you would like to discuss this amazing
opportunity to serve.

†

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

COMMEMORATIONS IN WORSHIP

▪ November 7, All Saints Sunday. We commemorate the saints
in our lives who have died in the past year with the Toll of Remembrance during worship.
▪ November 21, Christ the King Sunday. The final Sunday of
the Church Year affirms the Reign of Christ. Congregational Meeting.
Greening of the church.
▪ November 28, First Sunday in Advent. Advent (from Latin
adventus, “coming”) is the period of four Sundays and weeks before
Christmas. It is a time to prepare for the celebration of the birth
of Jesus Christ and to remember the real meaning of Christmas.

UPDATE

By Reneé Stone

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap, if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9.
God has continued to bless our Walk by Faith appeal. He is always
faithful to us.
The last two and a half years, we as followers of Christ, have
contributed our time, talents and financial resources to beautify
our worship space to be pleasing to God. This campaign allows us
to offer our beautified worship space to other followers of Christ
and the unchurched to hear the good news of Jesus Christ in a
pleasing environment.
Our Walk by Faith appeal will be completed the end of May 2022.
Much has been accomplished. We are on track to have a successful
campaign by completing our goals. However, to reach our goal we
must finish strong. We have approximately $90,000 in remaining
pledges to reach our financial goal. To call this campaign a success,
it is critical to meet our financial commitments. Please prayerfully
consider a donation to Walk by Faith and commit to meet your
pledged contributions.
The kitchen project is well underway. A local contractor has been
selected to perform the entire project from start to finish. All new
cabinets have been ordered and the existing kitchen has been
prepped for renovation. It will likely be several weeks before the
physical start of work, but that is simply a reflection of current market
conditions. Many thanks to the Property and Fellowship Ministry
teams for all they have done to bring this project to reality.
The parking lot repair/repaving is the final Walk by Faith project.
An engineering study and a project scope of work have been
completed. Start of the project is pending the remaining pledges
necessary to execute the work.
And whatever you do, in word or deed do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3: 17
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MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS
AND ALSO WITH Y’ALL-DEATH, GRIEF & CHILDREN

TIME

I’ve been writing about grief in this space during the second half
of this year. Let’s explore the topic of death, grief and children.

Back in August, we had our congregational retreat
when we looked at our Post-Pandemic Possibilities.
We saw that the world is changing rapidly, and the
church is experiencing that rapid change, too. The
ways that the church lived into its mission even 5
years ago are now becoming obsolete. It is time
for us to begin to think big. It is time for us to dream
big. It is time for us to discern who God is calling us
to be in this new day.

S

hould children know about death? Yes. Any child old enough
to love is old enough to grieve. If exposed to death, a child
should be prepared for and guided through the period of mourning and grief. The current “protection philosophy” regarding
a child’s knowledge of death is an unhealthy trend stemming
from our own death-denying culture. Honesty should frame
discussions of aging and death with children, as in all lifeforming subjects. Age is often an indicator of which aspect
of death most concerns a child.
Up to Age 2: Infants and toddlers cannot understand death,
but they do feel the loss of the one who was there to nurture and
care for them.
Age 2-4: Children of this age have little understanding of the meaning of death. The death should be shared with the child either by
viewing the deceased or attempting to explain what has happened.
Age 5-7: Children this age have a deep feeling for loss, but it is not
easy to grasp. It must be explained. Answer their questions in simple
terms. Bring them with you to the funeral home and funeral service.
Denying a child the experience of sharing loss through emotions
may result in adjustment problems later.
Age 8-9: A child this age has a capacity to grasp life’s mysteries.
They will remember the experience vividly. Don’t avoid letting them
attend the service. They have emotions which need to be expressed.
Age 10-12: A child this age has emotions of love and a deep feeling
of loss. They know what death is and will want to be helpful as a way
to resolve their own feelings of loss. Include them in arrangements
and the service.
Age 13-16: Adolescents may want to suppress their guilt feelings.
They are not easily understood. They may refrain from emotions or
expressions. Clinical studies show, however, that teenagers often
have more intense grief than any other age group. Encourage friends
to share their grief and attend the service. This gives the support
they need. They want to think of themselves as adults, so treat them
as such.

E

ach child is a unique individual. Because of a variety of influences
(age, personality, social and religious background) certain
intentional guidelines should be followed in the discussion of death.
Just as a tree must be exposed to rain, snow, wind and forces
other than sunlight in order to grow, a developing child must face
the unfortunate aspects of life. Obviously, a child will react to a
death, but it truly is the responsibility of the parent to guide these
reactions. Please do not overlook children when death is present.
Wishing you peace in grief, God’s peace,

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter

TO THINK

BIG

I

n order to do that work, we are going to be putting
together a new team. The “Next Church” team is
going to help the congregation to discern why we
exist, who we exist for, and what the next iteration
of Faith Lutheran Church will look like. For example,
how do we better engage with those who are primarily interacting with the church digitally? How do
we better articulate what a “Lutheran” is and what
makes us different? What are the gifts that God has
given our community and how do we best utilize
them to Love God. Love Others. Serve.?
Whether you join this team or not, you will certainly
interact with this team. The Next Church Team will
be reaching out to engage everyone in this process.
Why do you love your church? Why do you come to
church? Why does any of this matter? I don’t think
that it is hyperbole to say that the work that this
team does will be among the most important that
we do as a church in the next decade.

S

o, I ask that we all begin to pray for this process.
Pray that we might all begin to think, dream and
imagine as God does – because we believe that
God has plans for this place. I ask that you begin
to think about individuals that you think might
have gifts to join this team – people who ask good
questions, people who are in touch with the Spirit,
people who love this church and cannot wait to see
the next turn it takes. Finally, as the process begins
to unfold, I ask that you embrace it – participate in it,
tell others about it, cheerlead it. It’s that important.
Faith Lutheran Church has made a difference in the
lives of countless people for more than 40 years,
and I believe that God is just getting started with us.
Let’s be the church that God is calling us to be!
God bless you!
The Rev. Dan Forehand
Go online to faithloves.org
to hear Sunday morning sermons and connect with us at
facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville

A BIG THANK YOU FROM PASTOR DAN & PASTOR BOB—Thank you so much for your generosity and kindness expressed this
Pastor Appreciation month. It is an honor to serv alongside you as your pastors.

CONFIRMATION CLASS, 10:15AM, LIBRARY
11/7
11/14

Moses
Moses &
Pharaoh

11/21
11/28

King David
School Break

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10:15AM
John Woods continues this study in The Cup:
Understanding the Old Testament.
Join us Sundays!

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
November 1, 3-5pm
November 15, 3-6:30pm
———

Council Budget Presentation
November 14, 6:30pm
The Cup
———
Property Team Meeting
Monday, Monday, November 15, 6:30pm
———

Church Council, Tuesday, November 16
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———
WELCA Anna Esther Circle
Wednesday, November 17, 10:30am
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, November 18, 9:30am
———

Deacon Meeting & Schedule
Sunday, November 7, 12:15pm

10/24-11/6 Ann Stewart, Jane Dakolios
11/7-11/20 Donna Diechert, Nancy Dean
11/21-12/4 Mildred Fenske, Pam Brown

OUTREACH
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
November 23, 5:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

By Jan Darnell
shephopepantry@gmail.com

Open: November 1, 3-5pm & 15, 3-6:30pm
Items Needed: Bisquik, 40 oz ▪ Can Fruit Cocktail ▪ Box Brownie Mix
Coffee, 1 lb ▪ Tea, No Special Flavors
November is the month that
reminds us to be thankful. We
usually think of the big things
that we have and are thankful for:
our house, car, regular meals,
clothes, etc. We need to remember
everything that God has given us:
His love, His son, guidance,
forgiveness to name just a few.
This month take note of the
moments when others do small
acts of kindness for you without
being asked: hold a door open,
let you go first, pick an item up
for you, etc. and be thankful. We
have so much to be thankful for.
You can help someone in need
stay warm this winter. You have
until November 13 to donate new
and gently used coats at any
KARM store or Prestige Cleaners
which is part of their annual Coats
for the Cold project. KARM supplies

Coats for the Cold cards to our
pantry to distribute to our guest
families to exchange for coat at
any KARM store.
This year our pantry will again
provide Thanksgiving Baskets to
families in our local schools. Many
thanks for donating items from our
October, November and December
lists to help us build holiday meals.
These items are not normally
stocked for our regular pantry
offerings. Our three partnering
churches gather other holiday
items to complete the baskets.
All four churches share in the
sorting, staging and assembly
to finish up before the families arrive to pick up their holiday feast.
Thank you for your help!
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Love God ▪ Love Others ▪ Serve

———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, December 24, noon
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods

Next Meeting All ladies of the church are invited
to join our Anna Esther Circle for fellowship and
Bible studies on Wednesday, November 17,
10:30am. Contact Pat Lyman, 675-2189, for more
information about WELCA.

———

Ladies Small Group
Will resume at a later date.
———

Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
Praise Team, Sundays, 10:15am

ELCA GOOD GIFTS —
LET’S GO “HOG WILD!”

Look for more details about this exciting Christmas
project. Someone may end up kissing a pig!

———

Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626, to schedule.
———

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER VISIT
Join us on our next visit, Tuesday, November 23.
We will leave the church parking lot at 5:30pm. For men
and women, ages 17 and up. We’ll take your much
appreciated contributions of underwear, socks and treats!
The shelter provides housing, meals and counseling for men facing
homelessness. The shelter can house up to 70 men and the average
stay is about two weeks. Most move on, but many graduate to the
Transitional Housing Program, which is a more intensive program. It
requires a 6-month commitment. Clients are expected to maintain fulltime employment, pay a minimal amount of rent, save money and work
towards personal goals. Participants have a place to stay, meals and
the 24-hour support of staff to help them regain control of their lives.

FROM THE HEART
By Nancy Reed

Compassion If you asked the

ancient desert fathers why solitude
gives birth to compassion, they would
answer, “Because it makes us die to
our neighbor.” At first this answer seems
quite disturbing, but when we take a
closer look we can see that in order to
be of service to others we have to die
to them. That is, we have to give up
measuring ourselves by our neighbors.

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER
ALTAR FLOWERS
11/7 Vicki Adams
11/14 Deb, Matt & Ethan Gray
11/21 Leona & Bill Porteous
11/28 Barbara & Dave Birkholz
12/5 Maret & Leo Hebert

CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS

Our sanctuary
will be radiant
with poinsettias
during Christmas!
Take this opportunity to remember or honor a
loved one with a $13 donation
to sponsor a flower. Please note
your loved one’s name on your
envelope.

To die to our neighbors means to stop
judging them, to stop evaluating them
and thus, to become free to be compassionate. Compassion can never
co-exist with judgement because
“judgement creates distance and
distinction, preventing us from really
being with the other.” Henri Nouwen
"Do not judge and you will not be
judged." Luke 6:37 This scripture, I believe,
is often misunderstood and is hard to
live up to. But it does contain the pathway to compassion. When we look
carefully at this scripture, we can see
Yeshua is prohibiting the kind of judgement hypocrites’ practice. If we keep
from making judgements and ask our
Father for discernment, then we are
on our way to real compassion and
forgiveness.

hurting. Our nature is to do away with
suffering or find a quick cure. Those
who can be with someone, not always
knowing what to say, but knowing they
should be there, can bring new life to
the hurting heart. Those who are not
afraid to hold a hand or shed a tear can
often see the birth of a new fellowship.
"The fruits of the spirit are not sadness
loneliness and separation but joy,
solitude, community and ministry."
Henri Nouwen

‘How far you go in life depends on your
being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with
the striving and tolerant of the weak
and strong, because someday in your
life you will have been all of these.”
George Washington Carver

Ephesians 4-32,

“Be kind and compassionate” to one another, forgiving one
another, even as God has forgiven us,
through Christ.”
Shalom

Compassion can be difficult because
it requires us to go where others are

A QUICK &
SECURE WAY
TO CONTRIBUTE
Scan this QR code with your
phone camera to donate now
on our secure webpage.

FAMILY OF FAITH CELEBRATIONS
BIRTHDAYS
1 Diane Lee
2 Travis Dean
Debby Palatinus
Xander Palatinus
3 Shannon Allred
Robert Clark
Sarah Schaefer
Matthew Steele
4 Rosemarie Greenman
Trish Lucas
5 Hana Rothenberg
6 Dee Bumpers
James Dickinson
Hannah Echols
Jesse Enderson
Bryan Rozanski
7 Aileen O’Kada
8 Mary Beth Green
Debbie Pinchok
9 Sarah Wright
Marj West

10 Elizabeth Gomez
12 Earl Kripas
Bill Porteous
13 Gerry LeFevre
Kian O’Kada
Kianna O’Kada
15 Anna Delahunt
Katy Delahunt
Kim Forehand
16 Debra Miller
Peter Schaefer
17 Linda Beyer
Kennedy Holley
18 Nick Gary
19 Davis Frost
Eva Patterson
20 Kris Gompert
Brad Nelson
22 Brian Saylor
23 Will Dickinson
Jamie Pettet

25 Blaine Enderson
Ron Fife
Rebecca Shore
27 Owen Blake
Betsy Case
30 Jim Nicolosi

BAPTISMS
1 Carol Sass
Ava McDonald
Dawn Willis
3 Paula Morris
Sarah Schaefer
6 Rosemarie Greenman
10 Lucas Case
11 Lilly Cogburn
Laura Sproat
12 Katie Stewart-Bektas
15 Mary Bales
17 Danny Willis
25 Nursel Bektas
Jett Lang
Peyton Sandidge

ANNIVERSARIES
2 Carol & Randy Schaefer8
5 Elizabeth & Ed Gomez, 33
14 Elizabeth & Jonathan Weaver, 12
17 Linda & Gaylon Swenson, 42
26 Linda & John Shoemaker, 28
30 Kim & Bob Morris, 30

Have a November date
not featured here?
Contact Mary Boring, 966-9626
to record your special day
in our church records.

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL CANDIDATES
Edward Primka M.D. I have been a member of Faith Lutheran Church for
20 years. I’m a Dermatologic Surgeon who performs MOHS surgery for skin
cancers at Dermatology Associates of Knoxville. My wife Lynda and I have
been very active at Faith Lutheran Church in numerous capacities over the
years. I served on church council three previous terms with stints as President
and Vice President. Lynda and I have three children, one grandbaby and one
Newfoundland.
David Allen Wyatt I was born in Knoxville, grew up in Blount County and
currently live in Lenoir City. I first attended Faith Lutheran Church on Palm
Sunday, 2018. I grew up in a local Baptist church. After a gap in church
attendance, I attended an Apostolic church for about 5 years and was on the
ushering staff for two years. After another gap, I attended a Church of God
for about 5 years, then moved to a small planted church, of which I was the
head usher. I attended this planted church for 9 months. I attended an English
speaking non-denominational church while in Mexico.
My education achievements include Tennessee Technological University
(BSEE, 1995) and TEFL Pros, TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language)
Certificate, 2020. My professional background includes: Gatorstep LLC,
Photogam Designer, 2020-present; English First, Online English Teacher,
2020-present; Athens Trailer Operations, Production Engineer, 2019-2020;
and Ceramaspeed, Document Control Coordinator, 1996-2019.
Other than regular church attendance and working with the property team,
I haven’t served Faith Lutheran Church so I welcome this opportunity. I have
been married to my husband since November 4, 2016.
Through months of intensive training,
Dr. Wodomé mastered a complex
By Lynda Primka
cataract surgical procedure known
The Mercy Ships medical as the Manual Small Incision Cataract
Surgery (MSICS) method. This costcapacity building program partners
effective technique is uniquely suited
with government officials and local
to developing countries — and through
surgeons in the countries we visit.
the onboard training program, Dr.
We would like to introduce you to
Wodomé learned not just how to
Togo’s leading ophthalmic surgeon,
Dr. Abram Wodomé, who trained with perform the procedure, but how to
teach others to do the same.
Mercy Ships.

UPDATE

“I didn’t know it then, but that was the
beginning of a long and fruitful collaboration with Mercy Ships — one that
would change my career and the lives
of thousands of people.” In 2010,
Dr. Abram Wodomé was working as
a surgeon in an eye hospital in Lomé,
Togo — and he was looking for a way
out. After growing up as one of 16
children to a carpenter father and fish
seller mother, Dr. Wodomé believed
his best chance for a successful future
was to save enough money to move
to the West. But a chance encounter
with a Mercy Ships eye surgeon would
change everything. After a series of
events he attributes as divine, Dr.
Wodomé found himself walking up
the gangway of the Africa Mercy for
the first time, ready to join the Mercy
Ships ophthalmic surgical training
program.

His training with Mercy Ships gave
Dr. Wodomé more than just a fresh
perspective on a new medical procedure. It renewed his sense of purpose
and potential — and transformed the
way he saw his own calling.

“I began to see clearly that I had
something to do in Africa . . . that God
had given me a role to play in the fight
against cataract blindness in Togo —
and that change was really possible,”
he shared.
Instead of longing to live overseas,
Dr. Wodomé became passionate
about changing lives right there on
his own home front.
Excerpt from Mercy Ships’ Blog at
mercyships.org October 21,2021 by
Lynda Primka.

COLUMBARIUM NICHES

Niches in our beautiful memorial
garden are now available to our
congregation members at a cost of
$1,800. Non-members can purchase
a niche for $2,500. An application
form is found in our Columbarium
Booklet available in the narthex.
The booklet also details the purpose
and history of our columbarium.

BLESSING OF THE PETS
WINNERS
Cutest: Bailey
Owners: Gloria & Ron Fife

Most Vocal: Bobby
Owners: Susan & Nick Vanacore
Wiggliest: Ty
Owners: Elaine & Gary Mount
Longest Tail: Zod
Owners: Carrie & Andrew Parrott
Shortest Tail: Matilda
Owners: Debbie & Anthony Ragucci
Largest: Zod
Owners: Carrie & Andrew Parrott
Smallest: Teddy
Owners: Jessica Rupnaraine
& Jared Medrano
Most Unusual: Macy & Belle
Owners: Barbara & Dave Birkholz
Most Looks Like Owner: Bandit
Owners: Mary & George Herbold
Most Talented: Gomer
Owner: Mildred Fenske
Best Costume: Matilda
Owners: Debbie & Anthony Ragucci

MEMBER INFO UPDATE
Your information (addresses, phone
numbers, anniversaries, birthdates,
etc.) helps our pastors keep in contact
with you, celebrate your milestone
events as well as helping them develop new ministries based on household statistics.
At you earliest convenience, please
notify Mary in the church office of any
contact information that has changed
such as phone numbers, addresses,
email, etc.
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KNOXVILLE, TN

Sunday,
November 1

YEAR END PLANNING

S TAFF M EMBERS
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Pastor
pastorbob@faithloves.org
The Rev. Daniel Forehand
Pastor
pastordan@faithloves.org
Tami Newsom
Organist
Collin Kasefang
Choirmaster
Mary Boring
Office Manager
mary@faithloves.org
Phylis Garrison
Publications
Tiffany Bryson
Nursery Care Giver
Barbara Birkholz
Finance Secretary
Mildred Fenske
Prayer Chain Coordinator
gomer2@hotmail.com
Lisa Stelter
Worship Graphics
Stephen Zell
Broadcast Manager
Peter Jeong
Asst. Broadcast Manager

2022 is fast approaching!
Friday, December 31, 2021, noon is the last day to make a contribution for 2021. Now is a good time to look at planning your 2021
year end strategy. If you are considering a stock transfer or RMD
contribution, allow enough time for your broker to record your
transaction by the year end. Contact Mary in the church office if
you need assistance or additional information, 966-9626.

11/9 When Bad Things Happen to
Good People by Harold Kushner,
Reviewed by Annette Pal
12/7 My Antonia by Willa Cather,
Reviewed by Pastor Bob Stelter
1/11 The Book of Longings
by Sue Monk Kidd,
Reviewed by Laura Beardsley

Turn your clocks
back 1 hour on
Saturday night.
Sunday, November 7

Andrew Parrott
President
Christina Landau
Secretary
Tim Stone
Treasurer

SPIRITUALITY
BOOK GROUP

Like to read? Then come to the Faith
Lutheran Church Spirituality Book
Group! We meet Tuesday at 6:30pm
one night a month in the library.

2021 C OUNCIL
M EMBERS

Adam Edwards
George Herbold

Greening
of the
Church

Alice Pigott

Randy Schaefer

Sunday, November 21
after the
Congregational Meeting

Plan to join us for the
joyous occasion of
Greening of the Church!
We’ll finish within an
hour. Come begin the
jubilant season of
Christmas and prepare
for Advent.

FaithLutheran
Knoxville

