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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
During our November 21 Congregational Meeting four
new council members were elected — Doug Goins, Ted
Primka, Rick Smenner and David Wyatt. Each of our
council members share their skills and talents to carry out
the business of our church. We are grateful for the contributions of the outgoing council members: George Herbold,
Tim Stone and Andrew Parrott. Council will be installed
during worship on January 2, 2022 at both services.

COUNCIL CORNER
By Randy Schaefer

According to Webster, evangelism is defined as the
spreading of the Christian gospel by public preaching or
personal witness. In Mark 15:16, Jesus said, “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” To that
end during the past few months, the council has saved
time at each of our meetings to discuss what we have
been doing and what we would like to do in regards to
evangelism at Faith Lutheran Church. This has caused
me to ask myself, what am I doing to fulfill our mission
of evangelism? So, I will pose this question to all of you:
What are you doing to become an evangelist for Christ?
Evangelism takes many forms and the pandemic brought
to light new ways of thinking about evangelism. Churches
today need to re-examine how we can best be evangelists
and Faith Lutheran Church is doing so as well. A few
months ago, we held a congregational retreat and it forced
us to look at the new set of challenges and possibilities
that churches face today. Pastor Dan has taken it upon
himself to address these issues and will need our help.
So, I am asking all of us to step forward when asked to
donate your time and talent to help the church promote
evangelism both as an institution and as individuals within
that institution. Whether you realize it or not, we have an
incredible amount of untapped talent in our congregation
and I hope everyone contributes in any way they can.
In closing, I would like to slightly modify Webster’s definition of evangelism to read, “what I can do to spread the
Christian gospel by public preaching or by being a personal witness?“ Please join the council in this coming year in
spreading the word by being a true evangelist for Christ.



†

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

SPECIAL WORSHIP EVENTS IN DECEMBER
Advent — December 5, 12 & 19
We observe the Season of Advent as a time of repenting
and preparation for the coming of our Lord. Sunday
services include the lighting of the Advent wreath.

Christmas Eve — December 24
Traditional service, 5pm ▪ Contemporary service, 7pm
Candlelight, carols and communion.
1st Sunday After Christmas — December 26
Worship at 9am and 11:11am with a
special Christmas message and lots of carols.
Go online to faithloves.org
to hear Sunday morning sermons
and connect with us at facebook.com/
FaithLutheranKnoxville

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS
IS A PIG!
We’ve all got those people on our lists
who you never know what to buy for
them, right?

Well, this year, we think they need a pig. Not necessarily
for themselves, but to donate to ELCA Good Gifts to help
a family in need throughout the world. A pig is a source
of natural fertilizer, helping a family’s crops grow tall and
strong. If needed, taking a pig to the marketplace is like
cashing out a savings account. The funds can be used
to pay school fees for children or cover an emergency
trip to the clinic.
During the Christmas season this year, we want to
challenge Faith Lutheran Church to purchase 30 pigs.
Each pig is $30. You can pick up a “piggy bank” from
the narthex. Take it home, decorate it and personalize it,
before bringing it back to the “pig pen” so that we know
that it has been adopted. Then mark your offering for
“ELCA Good Gifts” in the offering plate and we’ll know
the pig has been bought.
If we can get at least 30 pigs, then our pastors have
agreed to kiss a pig at a future congregational gathering!
So, pick up a lonely pig, decorate her or him, place the
pig in the “pig pen” and your $30 in the offering plate and
let’s see if we can get at least 30 pigs by Christmas for
ELCA Good Gifts!
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MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS
“AND ALSO

WITH

Y’ALL”

I have been writing about grief in
this space during 2021. Grief is one
reality of the pandemic we have all
shared deeply the past year. Even
though advertisers and stores have
been foisting a merry Christmas upon
us with images of comfort and joy
since early October, the Christmas
season can be a time of sadness
and grief. With the coming of the
Winter Solstice, the days get shorter
and the nights lengthen. We are
enveloped in darkness this time of
year. We are encouraged to get into
the holiday spirit, yet forced happiness makes us feel more sad, upset
and lonely. Putting on a false front
to impress others can make us feel
like imposters.

F

eeling like a sad sack of coal
during the holidays is not unusual.
Between the retail crowds, shrinking
bank accounts and the dreary cold
weather, it is a wonder any of us can
keep it together. Keep in mind that
feeling this way is nothing unique.
Elvis’ “Blue Christmas” is more than
just a song. There is a clinical type
of depression called the holiday blues
caused by unrealistic expectations.
The holidays can cause family rifts
to rear up as folks gather around the
dinner table. Many have unrealistic
holiday expectations. Only Martha
Stewart can get all those cookies
baked and presents wrapped in a
beautifully decorated home.
Only once you find the source of your
sadness can you reasonably seek to
find joy. Negative emotions are tools
that guide us to feel better. It helps
to ask yourself pointed questions,
like: “Given that I feel this particular
negative emotion, are there ways I can
do something in my circumstance
that can make me feel better?”
For example, the holidays may remind
you of a family member who has
died. Perhaps it would be comforting
to honor that person with a tradition
you once shared. Or maybe it would
be best to break free from the past
altogether and start a new tradition.
It is helpful to try to be as specific as
possible about why you’re having
negative emotions.

P

You’ll never know who you will meet
or what sort of positive emotions you
will find along the way.
Another pain of the holiday season
is that it can stoke the feeling that
you don’t have the family you’re
“supposed to have.” Those Hallmark
Channel Christmas movie families
are actors, families are real and full
of complicated people. If you don’t
come from a typical family structure,
please remember that even families
who look perfect from the outside all
experience their own set of struggles.
Loneliness over the holidays does
not preclude you from finding emotional support elsewhere. The fellowship of your church family is always
a comfort.
Feeling the Christmas blues and
being depressed are not the same
thing. Those who experience the
blues are able to remind themselves
that their feelings of sorrow, alienation and loneliness usually subside
once they resume their normal routines. Grief and depression, on the
other hand, may manifest themselves as destructive behaviors to
mask the chronic pain. Increased
drug and alcohol use, promiscuity or
excessive gambling can be part of
the spiral of depression or endless
grief. These feelings often come with
a sense of hopelessness or denial
about the situation. Counseling or a
12-step program can help.

I

f you are experiencing a mental
health crisis or having suicidal
thoughts, please go to an emergency
room, call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (1-800-273-8255) or
visit the National Alliance of Mental
Illness website for resources at
wwww.nami.org. Seek professional
help immediately. Pastor Dan and I
are always ready to help, too.
Depressed, grieving or just feeling
blue? The holidays are notoriously
a difficult time. Share your struggle
with others and especially with God
in prayer. Worship with your faith
family. Look for service opportunities
as you stay focused on our mission:
Love God, Love Others, Serve. If
you are still sad, give me a call and
I’ll bring over my “All I Want For
Christmas Is You” record by Mariah
Carey. We can listen to it together
and dance.

erforming acts of generosity
always stimulate the reward
system in the brain, brightening not
only your day but someone else’s
God’s peace,
too. Volunteer at our shelter or food
pantry, donate funds and resources
to a favorite congregational ministry
or buy lunch for a friend just because. The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter

ADVENT—
A TIME FOR NEW BEGINNINGS
Advent (the 4 weeks before Christmas in the life
of the church) is a time for new beginnings, even
as the world marks December as the end of the
year. And what a year it has been – political turmoil
and division, fear, uncertainty and the continuation
of the worst global pandemic in a century. Perhaps
you are more than ready to put 2021 in the
rearview mirror.

T

he beauty, though, of this season, Especially
for those of us who live in the northern
hemisphere, is that we get this in a profound,
natural way. Each day of Advent slowly grows
darker as we get closer and closer to the winter
solstice. A few minutes each day. The sun angle
drops a few hundredths of a degree every day as
the earth slowly tilts. But then, Christmas comes.
And then, slowly but surely, light begins to grow
once again. A few seconds at first, then minutes.
Then we begin to experience the sun angle rising
higher and higher each and every day. For it is
in the darkest of days that the light of Christ
comes into our midst. It’s why, December 25 is
the perfect day for our celebration of the birth
of Jesus.
And, it’s why I think this year, Christmas will feel
all the more special and all the more necessary.
The darkness of the past year. The difficulties
many of us have faced can only become by a
force stronger than ourselves. And who could’ve
guessed that it would come in the form of a baby
in a lowly manger? That’s an awesome story.
And one we get to tell in darkness again as the
light comes flooding back in.

S

o, I know it’s a busy season. I know these are
challenging days. But I really hope that you’ll
join us for worship these 4 Sundays of Advent.
And I hope that you’ll join us to hear the amazing
story of Jesus’ birth on Christmas Eve, too. Bring
a friend – they might need some light as well.
May God bless you –
thanks for being a partner in this work.

The Rev. Dan Forehand

CONFIRMATION CLASS

10:15AM, LIBRARY
December 5
Birth of Jesus
December 12 Baptism of Jesus
December 19 School Break
December 26 School Break

Join us in December!
Adults meet every Sunday, led by John Woods
Youth meets December 5, 12, 19

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
December 6, 3-5pm
December 20, 3-6:30pm
———
WELCA Anna Esther Circle
Wednesday, December 15, 10am
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, December 16, 9:30am
———

Property Team Meeting
Monday, December 20, 6:30pm
———

Church Council, Tuesday, December 21
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———
Deacon Meeting & Schedule
Sunday, April 10, 2022, 12:15pm

OUTREACH
Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, December 4, noon
———

Salvation Army Shelter Visit
December 14, 5:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

By Jan Darnell
shephopepantry@gmail.com

Open
December 6, 3-5pm & 20, 3-6:30pm
Items Needed
Bisquik, 40 oz ▪ Can Fruit Cocktail ▪ Box Brownie Mix
Coffee, 1 lb ▪ Tea, No Special Flavors
Many thanks to everyone for all
your donations during November.
We served 124 families on our
scheduled pantry days and provided
72 Thanksgiving Baskets to our
local school families. There were
many full tummies on Thanksgiving
due to your generosity.

December will be another busy
month. We are expecting even
more families than last month.

We will again team up with our
local schools again to provide
Christmas Baskets. While you
are out grocery shopping take the
opportunity to pick up a couple of
the items we are asking for. Your
Each month we ask for specific
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry at
sizes of items to stock the pantry
shelves. This is so we can optimize Faith Lutheran Church is known for
reaching out to those in need in
our limited storage space when
addition to our cheery and caring
everything is the same size. We
volunteers.
will always take any donation. It
just helps us when you donate the
Merry Christmas!
size we suggest.
A Savior is Born!

Love God ▪▪ Love Others ▪▪ Serve
Next Meeting All ladies of the church are invited
to join our Anna Esther Circle for fellowship and
Bible studies on Wednesday, December 15, 10am.
Contact Pat Lyman, 675-2189, for more information
about WELCA.

———

Ladies Small Group
Will resume at a later date.
———

Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
Praise Team, Sundays, 10:15am
———

Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626, to schedule.
———

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER VISIT

Our next visit is Tuesday, December 14. There’s no
better time to visit the folks at the homeless men’s shelter
than the Christmas season. Join us for our monthly visit
as we bring the gifts of socks, underwear, food and good
company. We leave the church parking lot at 5:30pm.
Teens and adults welcome.

SPIRITUALITY
BOOK GROUP
Like to read? Then join us on
Tuesday at 6:30pm. We meet
one night each month in the
library.
12/7 My Antonia
by Willa Cather
Reviewed by Pastor Bob
Stelter.
1/11 The Book of Longings
by Sue Monk Kidd
Reviewed by Laura
Beardsley.

CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS
Our sanctuary will be radiant with
poinsettias during Christmas,
December 12, 19 & 26! Take this
opportunity to honor or remember a loved one with a $13 donation to sponsor a flower. Please
place in your offering envelope
and note your loved one’s name
on your envelope.

FROM THE HEART

By Nancy Reed

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

ALTAR FLOWERS
December 5
Maret & Leo Hebert

December 12, 19, 26
Poinsettias

2022
FLOWER CHART

Our flower chart has
been posted near the
library. You can sign
up now to honor
or commemorate
a loved one with
beautiful floral
arrangements
on our altar.

One outstanding mark of a Christian
should be a serene sense of contentment.
Real contentment comes from being in
companionship with our Christ. It is the
humble heart walking quietly and contentedly in close and intimate companionship
with Christ that is at rest. When our eyes
As one of His flock and a follower of
are on Christ, they are not on those around Yeshua, we are not guaranteed immunity
us or focused on self. This is real peace.
from the knocks of life and the problems
of living in a flawed society. But we can
In more modern terminology, we refer to
claim a shepherd who will provide and
upsetting circumstances as being "bugged." be with us. Since we are His spiritual
Is there an antidote? The answer is YES.
sheep, our shepherd can take away fear
and tension and satisfy the hunger we
One of the main functions of the Holy
have for spiritual things. Then we become
Spirit in Scripture is symbolized by oil
free to “lie down in green pastures” and
which brings healing, comfort and relief
rest peacefully.
from difficult aspects of life. The Holy Spirit
makes real in us the very presence of
We all live surrounded by His presence.
Christ. The Spirit brings quietness serenity, He attends His sheep (us) with care
strength and calmness in the face of frus- because we belong to Him. This will
trations. Because of the assurance The
continue through eternity, “I shall dwell
Holy Spirit is with us, we are able to feel
in His presence our Lord forever”.
a sense of quiet contentment. This is the
good life promised to followers of Christ.
The word “dwelling place” in the original
This is the peace and security King David Hebrew language means “refuge, shelter.”
was writing about in the 23rd psalm. It is
Psalm 32-7 tells us, “You are my hiding
available to each of us when we trust and
place.” Psalm 71-3 encourages us, “Be
are living in union with our Lord and Savior. to me a rock of habitation to which I may
This is our Promised Land, the overcoming continually come.”
Shalom

FAMILY
BIRTHDAYS
12/1
Christina Landau
12/2
Maret Hebert
Olga Kelso
Allen Pannell
12/3
Crystal Holmes
Doug Sandidge
12/5
Erik Draper
Deb Morris
12/6
Caiya Titsworth
Charlie Pfrommer
12/9
Scot Kinney
12/10 Elliana Spangler
12/12
Clara Rosa
12/13 Larry Benorden
12/14 Lisa Stelter
12/15 Mason Sandidge
Kathy Westbrook
12/17 Bea Schultz
Nicole Yount
Eli McDonald
12/19 Brandon Wright
12/20 Kole Matherly
Dillon Carroll
12/21 Amanda Rosenblum
Michael Sproat
12/22 Shaun Allred
Rachel Bell
Eric Madson

life we have been promised. It has been
provided for us by the unrelenting work of
Christ on our behalf. When the statement
“The Lord is my Shepherd” is made, it
immediately implies a profound relationship
between a human being and our Creator.
This means a mortal becomes the
cherished object of divine diligence.

12/23
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/31

OF

FAITH CELEBRATIONS

Alan Berdal
Carrie Parrott
Jesus
Myra Rothenberg
Dave Birkholz
Yvette Edwards
Ken Savitz
Andrew Rothenberg
Trish Holley
Jeff Zager

BAPTISMS
12/1
Laura Beardsley
Mary Beth Blake
Zach Enderson
Roy Fenstermaker
Michael Lee
Foster Loyacano
Robin Madson
Bob Moore
Rick Parsons
Joan Pfrommer
Alice Pigott
Joe Pigott
Anna Sass
Linda Shaver
Tim Stone

12/2
12/4
12/8
12/9
12/10
12/11
12/13
12/17
12/19
12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/30
12/31

Arlene Aring
Sofia Martorell
Kathy Wise-Smith
Sarah Green
Sam Thompson
Dee Bumpers
Debbie Pinchok
Terry Runger
Larry Benorden
Linda Beyer
Mary Blackburn
Darren Rothenberg
Nicole Yount
Jasmine Holbert
Grant Bauman
Lisa Aipperspath
Ethan Gray
Nick Lyman
Tyler Bird
Deb Miller
Rebecca Shore
Kali Porteous
Parker Tunnell
Ashley Simpson
Lourdes Martorell
Blaine Enderson
James Thompson

ANNIVERSARIES
12/7 Danny & Allison Pressley, 36
12/18 Katie & Justin Rosa, 12
12/24 Dan & Aileen O’Kada, 10
12/28 Irene Dorfinger & Dieter
Manthey, 20
12/30 Rebecca & Jordan Kilbey, 10

Have a December date
not featured here?
Contact Mary Boring, 966-9626
to record your special day
in our church records.

NEWS FROM THE
FAMILY OF FAITH
Congratulations to Olga Kelso—
Olga celebrated her 100th birthday on
December 2.
A Big Thank You from Pat Weaver—
I want to thank you for your thoughtfulness
and generosity in sending meals to my home
for me and my sister during my early recuperation from the stroke I had. The meals
were all so delicious and we truly enjoyed and
benefited from them. Thank you too, Pastor
Bob, for visiting me at my home and sharing
communion. The many cards, notes and
phone calls received in the hospital and at
home have truly brightened my days. How
fortunate and grateful I am to be a member of
a church family that is so loving and caring!

A QUICK &
SECURE WAY
TO CONTRIBUTE
Scan this QR code with your
phone camera to donate now
on our secure webpage.

YEAR END PLANNING
2022 is fast approaching!

Friday, December 31, 2021, noon is
the last day to make a contribution for 2021.
Now is a good time to look at planning
your 2021 year end strategy. If you are
considering a stock transfer or RMD contribution, allow enough time for your broker
to record your transaction by the year end.
Contact Mary in the church office if you
need assistance or additional information,
966-9626.

MEMBER INFO UPDATE
Your information (addresses, cell and land
phone numbers, anniversaries, birthdates,
etc.) helps our pastors keep in contact with
you, celebrate your milestone events as well
as helping them develop new ministries
based on household statistics.
At you earliest convenience, please notify
Mary in the church office of any contact
information that has changed such as
phone numbers, addresses, email, etc.

Luke 2:11

Mary
Tiffany
UPDATE

By Lynda Primka

PUTTING
TRAINING
TO THE TEST
In the years following his training
with Mercy Ships, Dr. Wodomé
has lived up to his calling —
although it has not been without
its obstacles. Many barriers stood
between him and his newfound
vision for his country. Foremost
among these were limited surgical
supplies and a lack of teaching
equipment.

Lisa
surgery, Dr. Wodomé was ready
to put his training to the test.
By 2017, Dr. Wodomé’s annual
cataract surgeries had quadrupled
and represented almost half of
Togo’s total ophthalmic surgeries.
He continued training other local
medical professionals in the same
MSICS procedure he’d learned
onboard the ship. As of 2020,
more than 30 ophthalmologists
across Togo and Benin have
benefited from his program.

Dr. Wodomé’s clinic, Clinique
Ophtalmologique Lumière Divine
(COLD), became the premier
The return of the Africa Mercy to
Togo in 2012 brought a fresh wave private clinic for cataract surgeries
of hope and hands-on help. Mercy in the country, performing more
than 750 cataract surgeries each
Ships staff, including eye surgeon
year. In a continued spirit of humiliDr. Glenn Strauss, worked with Dr.
ty and humanitarian care, he uses
Wodomé to find creative solutions
a large portion of the clinic’s profits
to every challenge. This included
donating extensive medical equip- to fund his own charity venture.
By 2020, the clinic has provided
ment to build out his surgical
capabilities, as well as connecting free and dramatically reduced
him with the resources and means cost cataract surgeries to more
to begin both a charity and an eye than 2,000 people.
clinic. After getting the facilities off Excerpt from Mercy Ships’ Blog,
the ground and accumulating all
mercyships.org October 21,2021
by Lynda Primka.
the tools needed to conduct safe

You Are Invited to
Our Children’s Advent Gift-Making Workshop
Saturday, December 11 from 9 - 11am ▪ Farragut Presbyterian Church
This free workshop for children ages 4-12 of family, friends
and members of CEP, Farragut Presbyterian & Faith Lutheran
Churches. All supplies and instructions are provided for the
kids to make their own gifts to give. Email RSVPs to Pastor
Dan, pastordan@faithloves.org.
We are also looking for some adult and older teen “elves” to
help the kids craft their items, as well as donations of Hershey’s
chocolate Bars (regular size/plain); mini candy canes; regular
candy canes, tissue paper (all colors); curling ribbon in holiday
colors; white paper lunch bags, cute holiday cupcake liners
(regular size) and assorted unused Christmas cards with
envelopes.
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DOWN ON THE FARM

by Leo Hall
As we entered the latter months of the year, we continue to celebrate the stewardship of RAISE Jamaica team for their hard work
throughout the year.
Farm Production & Sales The farm production and sales for
RAISE during the month were very low. We are, however, happy
to celebrate Exford Campbell’s first major production of tomatoes.
Production for the month included:
▪ Plantain, Pumpkin, Tomatoes, Bananas, Pineapples and
Hot Peppers.
▪ The goats are in great condition and their population continues
to grow thanks to the efforts of the farmers led by Mr. Cooper.
We are also thankful that we are harvesting more dung as we
continue to develop the compost pile. There were a total of 29
new goats born, 2 deaths and 1 sale bringing the total goat
herd to 104.

2021 C OUNCIL
M EMBERS
Andrew Parrott
President
Christina Landau
Secretary
Tim Stone
Treasurer
Adam Edwards
George Herbold
Alice Pigott
Randy Schaefer

I would like to take this time to express gratitude to our 2019 RAISE
Jamaica mission trip team for initiating the work being done on the
building, which is not fully in use.

COLUMBARIUM NICHES

Niches in our beautiful memorial garden are now available to our
congregation members at a cost of $1,800 and non-members can
purchase a niche for $2,500. An application form is found in our
Columbarium Booklet available in the narthex. The booklet also
details the purpose and history of our columbarium.

FaithLutheran
Knoxville

