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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

JANUARY STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS
With Joy and Thanksgiving!

Our offering prayer begins, “Merciful Father, we offer
with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us: our selves, our time and our possessions.”
That’s easier prayed than done!
Our annual stewardship emphasis will encourage us
to embrace stewardship as a pathway to joy. Special
stewardship messages and music will be presented
in worship during late January and early February.
We will have the opportunity to pledge our spiritual
gifts with a time and talent inventory on January 30.
On February 6, we have the privilege of pledging our
financial support for the congregation in 2022 with
commitment cards.
Can offering our selves, time and possessions really
bring us joy? Join us for worship during the annual
stewardship emphasis to find out!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, February 20, 12:15pm

• State of the Church Address
• Presentation of Annual Report
• Walk By Faith Update

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

By Jan Darnell
shephopepantry@gmail.com
Open January 3, 3-5pm &
January 17, 3-6:30pm

Items Needed Boxed Meals-Hamburger Helper
Cereal-no sugar added ▪ Canned Fruit ▪ Bar Soap
Small Soup-10-11 oz
HAPPY NEW YEAR! We can celebrate feeding 761
people in December! Their holiday was happier because of you and the donations given to the pantry.
Thank you for making all this happen. Many thanks
to our volunteers.
We hope to continue helping our neighbors this year
with your support.

Love God ▪▪ Love Others ▪▪ Serve

†

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY & WORSHIP

by Pastor Bob Stelter

Epiphany is one of the oldest seasons in the Christian Church
Year, second only to the Easter season. This season of lights
emphasizes Jesus’ manifestation. An “epiphany” is a revealing,
which is why the earliest Christians called the Feast of Epiphany
(January 6) “The Revelation of God.” On this day, we remember
the discovery of Jesus by the Magi.
When the Magi came to worship Jesus, they proved that
everyone now has access to God as God is revealed to all.
All people, Jew and Gentile, can come to God’s temple to
worship, because Jesus is the new temple, God in the flesh.
The season begins and ends with two important feasts:
The Day of Epiphany and The Feast of the Transfiguration.
Both of these days commemorate how we see and know
God through Christ.
We will observe Epiphany Sunday on January 9 and observe
the Baptism of Our Lord on January 16 during the worship
services. The Baptism of Jesus Sunday rite always includes
the sprinkling of the congregation with the words, “Remember
your baptism!”

Special Coming Commemorations in Worship
January 2

A hopeful New Year’s emphasis in worship and
the final Sunday to sing favorite Christmas carols!
January 9 Feast of the Epiphany
January 16 Feast of the Baptism of Jesus
January 23 Stewardship Emphasis, first Sunday
January 30 Stewardship Emphasis, second Sunday. How
we give our Spiritual gifts in service to God and
others. In-gathering of time and talent inventories.
February 6 Stewardship Emphasis, third Sunday. How we
give our money to advance God’s kingdom is
putting our faith into practice. In-gathering of
financial pledges for 2022.
February 13 Spirit Sunday. The rest of the world calls this
Super Bowl Sunday, but we’ll celebrate real team
spirit—the Holy Spirit! Wear your favorite team’s
jersey, cap or t-shirt to worship.
February 20 State of the Church Sunday, Congregational
meeting following worship at 12:15pm with
presentation of annual report.
February 27 The Feast of the Transfiguration. The final
Sunday of the Epiphany season as Jesus is
revealed as God’s son on the Mount of Transfiguration. Final Sunday before the penitential
season of Lent.
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MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS
“AND ALSO

WITH

Y’ALL”

For the past year in this space I’ve been writing about grief, a
unifying experience of the pandemic. In the new year, I’m shifting
direction and will be writing about this basic question, “Just who
are we as a congregation?”
So, let’s begin this new year with first things first. At Faith Lutheran
Church we are a diverse faith community committed to sharing
acceptance, community and love with all people. And we do mean
everyone.

O

ur mission statement — Love God. Love Others. Serve. — is
certainly inclusive. It is broad enough for everyone to find their
place. The first thing anyone should know about our congregation
is that Faith Lutheran Church welcomes all unconditionally.

Here’s what we mean by that. We celebrate your identity as a gift
from God. You are welcome here as a child of God. We welcome
people of all races, classes, cultures and colors; people of all sexual
orientations and gender expressions and identities; people of all
ages, addictions and abilities; people of every legal, economic and
marital status. All people whom the world seeks to separate, divide
or isolate—we seek to unite in community.

T

his is known as radical inclusivity. We are this way because
we have experienced and are convinced that God is this way.

We are committed to racial and sexual equity and justice. We are
concerned with the world around us, recognizing that faith is a daily
matter not just a Sunday morning experience.

W

hat is a church? A museum for saints or a hospital for sinners?
Saints don’t need a church. Real people do. Jesus says,
“I have come to call sinners to change the way they think and act,
not to call people who think they have God’s approval.” Luke 5:32,
(God’s Word Translation). If you’re perfect, you won’t feel welcome
here with all us imperfect people. You probably don’t need a church
as much as you need a pedestal.
All are welcome here to experience Christ’s tender forgiving touch.
All are welcome to share and even lead in our congregation. We are
a diverse community of believers united in our faith.

AND

A

HAPPY NEW YEAR

TO

YOU!

As we start 2022, we enter into another year
of global uncertainty and fear. The idea of
entering into a 3rd calendar year struggling
with the coronavirus might just seem to be
too much for many of us. I read a recent survey
that said that 60% of us are at least somewhat
worn out by how COVID has affected their daily
lives (Monmouth University). I want to know
the secret that the 40% of folks who aren’t
worn out by it have, because I can’t imagine
someone not being done with all the ways
that our lives are different.

Y

et, at the same time, we just heard a miraculous story of love – that our God chose
to come and dwell among us taking shape as
a baby in a manger. We are a people of hope.
We are a people of love. We are a people who
come together for the sake of our neighbor.
We are a community that exists to Love God.
Love Others. Serve.
So as we enter year 3 of a pandemic – as we
enter a new year filled with possibility and hope
– may we not forget who we are and what we
are called to do. We are children of God –
beloved, blessed, and sent into the world –
and because we are children of God, we know
that we will never walk this road alone, but that
Jesus is with us every step of the way. That’s
good news, especially in times of global
uncertainty.

M

ay we, as members and friends of Faith
Lutheran Church, continue to love and
serve in the name of Jesus. It’s who we are
and it’s what we are all about. Thank you for
being a part of this community. I cannot wait
to see what God has in store for us in 2022.
Grace and peace to you,

That’s faith. And that’s Faith Lutheran Church.
God’s peace,

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter

PASTORS PROMISED TO KISS A PIG!
With the overwhelming response to our plea
for 30 pigs our goal was met and then some!
Be on the look out for a final tally.
Plans are now in the making for our Pastors
to fulfill their promise to kiss a pig at a future
congregational gathering!
Many thanks everyone for buying ELCA Good Gifts pigs
to help families throughout the world!

The Rev. Dan Forehand
Go online to faithloves.org
to hear Sunday morning sermons
and connect with us at facebook.com/FaithLutheranKnoxville

CONFIRMATION CLASS
January 2
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

10:15AM, LIBRARY
School Break
Jesus’ Temptation
School Break
Jesus’ Ministry
Parables

Join us in January!
Adults meet every Sunday, led by John Woods
Youth meets January 9.

Next Meeting All ladies of the church are invited
to join our Anna Esther Circle for fellowship and
Bible studies on Wednesday, January 19, 10am.
Contact Pat Lyman, 675-2189, for more information
about WELCA.

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
January 3, 3-5pm
January 17, 3-6:30pm
———
Property Team Meeting
Monday, January 17, 6:30pm
———

Church Council, Tuesday, January 18
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———
WELCA Anna Esther Circle
Wednesday, January 19, 10am

MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER

Join us Tuesday,
January 25 for our monthly visit as we bring the gifts of
socks, underwear, food and good company. We leave the
church parking lot at 5:30pm. Teens and adults welcome.

2022 FLOWER CHART

———

Our flower chart has been posted near the library. You can sign up
now to honor or commemorate a loved one with beautiful floral
arrangements on our altar.

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, January 20, 9:30am
———

JANUARY ALTAR FLOWERS

Deacon Meeting & Schedule
Sunday, April 10, 2022, 12:15pm

January 9 — available —
January 16— available —
January 23— available —
January 30— available —

OUTREACH
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
January 25, 5:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585
———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, January 29, noon
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods
———

Ladies Small Group
Will resume at a later date.
———

Rehearsals
Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
Praise Team, Sundays, 10:15am
———

Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check your
home smoke detectors.
Call the church, 966-9626, to schedule.
———

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Pastor Stelter
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

SPIRITUALITY BOOK GROUP
Like to read? Then join us Tuesdays at 6:30pm.
We meet one night each month in the library.
1/11 The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd,
reviewed by Laura Beardsley.
2/8

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo,
reviewed by Mary Bales.

UPDATE

By Lynda Primka

From Ginny Stehle, Mercy Ships’ Director of
Development: This year, COVID-19 affected just about
everything; Mercy Ships was no exception. You may
have heard the Africa Mercy left Senegal last year as the virus spread
to receive important COVID safety upgrades and renovations.
What you might not have heard is what happened after that. Mercy
Ships as an organization never left Africa. We are not just a hospital
ship — we are hope and healing in the flesh. Our volunteer crew
continued to serve the people of Africa, in country, through surgeries,
dental care, mentoring & training programs, as well as land-based clinic
renovations. Instead of serving deeply in one or two countries, we found
ways to support fourteen countries this past year, working through the
power of partnerships.
Mercy Ships' impact in Africa this year included:
▪ 3,140 surgeries
▪ 2,600 dental patients
▪ 1,300 medical capacity building participants
▪ 157,900 medical capacity building hours
▪ 16 infrastructure build projects . . . and
▪ 265,000 COVID vaccine recipients.
Thank you! Your generosity has made such a tremendous impact!

FROM THE HEART
By Nancy Reed

“SOLITUDE shows us the way to let
our behavior be shaped not by the
compulsion of the world but by our
new mind, the mind of Christ. Silence
prevents us from being suffocated
by our world and teaches us to speak
the word of God. Unceasing prayer
gives solitude and silence their real
meaning. In unceasing prayer, we
descend with the mind into the heart.
“Thus, we enter through our heart
into the heart of God who embraces
all history with His eternally creative
and re-creative love,” wrote Henri
Nouwen.
Solitude is one of the more difficult
spiritual disciplines for some of us.
However, it is when we are by ourselves we realize our God is actually
right there with us. This alone time
allows us to grow closer to Him.
We can see clearly through His
perspective what is really important
in our lives. Solitude brings us peace
that we can’t get when surrounded by
others. It allows us to decompress.
Occasionally I have been accused
of “hermit-like” behavior. I don’t think

FAMILY

OF

that’s true because I enjoy being with
people. However, I also cherish my
private time with our Father which
starts my day, meets me at noon and
closes my eyes at night. I can say in
complete honesty, I never feel alone
because I know God is always beside
me closer to me than my breath.

and complete His will in us. Solitude is
absence of activity. We must understand that when we are physically and
mentally still, we can better experience
the presence of our Creator.

Solitude and silence is the beginning
of worship. When we open up to hear
what our Father has to say to us. the
exchange between us can be remarkable. It’s this intimate time with Him
when we can grow in spirit and claim
our faith and experience holy joy.

Psalm 16:11: “You make known to me
the path of life; in your presence there
is fullness of joy.”

Psalm 46-10: “Be still and know that I
am God.”

If you meet God in solitude. you will
discover the God who embraces all
people. Solitude does not pull us away
from each other, it makes real fellowSilence is not really silent but a private ship possible. I believe that the God
communication between Creator and
we meet in solitude is always the
Created. This can be a renewing of
God who calls us to community.
our spirit. Christ used solitude often
to reconnect to our Father and to
Finally, from C.S.Lewis: “We live,
strengthen Himself so He could complete in fact, in a world starved for solitude,
His mission. Therefore, we should
silence, and privacy.”
Shalom
follow His example so we can complete our purpose for being created.
God made us, He invented us and
the more we return to Him the more
truly ourselves we become. Silence
and solitude go hand in hand. One
of the disciplines of solitude is the
practice of waiting for God to act

FAITH CELEBRATIONS

1/12 Linda Montjoy
1/30 Kris Lehman
1/14 David Mabry
Edward Norris
Nickki Rasmussen1/31 Roger Legako
Hineman
Loni Peters
Rebecca Tunnell
Alicia Wright
1/16 Bob Morris III
BAPTISMS
1/17 Marti Poole
1/5 Isa Keenan-Liakh
Rory Smith
BIRTHDAYS
1/8 Madi Matherly
1/18 Rose Echols
1/1 Nick Vanacore
Sarah Wright
Wyatt Lehman
1/2 Linda Purcell
1/12-Jared Medrano
1/19 Gene Bird
1/3 Melissa Horning
1/13 Matthew Steele
Brooke Greene
1/6 Georgia Gerrick
1/14 Alan Berdal
1/20 Larry Koran, Sr.
Kim Rickert
1/18 Cadence Titsworth
1/21 Peggy Beckwith
Pastor Bob Stelter
1/21 John Woods
1/22 Lisa Mann
1/7 Dorothy Paquet
1/25 Earl Kripas
Joe Pigott
Linda Pigott
1/28 Darla Berdal
1/23 Emmett Rickert
1/8 George Deichert
1/29 Terry Beyer
1/24 Marie Gerrick
Benjamin Koch
Kadin O’Kada
1/25 Reagan Green
Cori Lehman
Sherri Ward
1/26 William Bales
Presley Lehman
1/31 Doug Bales
Jan Darnell
Hartley Savitz
James Thompson
John Woods
Elmer Syler
1/27 Carol Nanney
ANNIVERSARIES
1/10 Terry Beyer
1/29 Crystal Vagott
1/1 Judy & Wyn Bryant 26
1/11 Silas Baird
1/8 Ursula & Robert Dunlop 50
Have a January date not featured here?
Merill & Marilynn Sizemore 45
Contact Mary Boring, 966-9626
Michael & Pamela Spaar 17
to record your special day
1/30 Anne & Foster Loyacano 57
in our church records.
Bruce & Linda Mitchell 34

A QUICK &
SECURE WAY
TO CONTRIBUTE

Scan this QR code with your
phone camera to donate now
on our secure webpage.

A NEW DIRECTORY
IS IN THE WORKS!
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Let’s keep in contact with each other.
Your information (cell and land
lines, addresses, anniversaries,
birthdates, etc.) also helps our
pastors keep in contact with you,
celebrate your milestone events,
as well as helping them develop
ministries based on household
statistics.
At you earliest convenience, please
notify Mary in the church office of
any contact information that has
changed.
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DOWN ON THE FARM

by Leo Hall
November brought some different challenges, as we seek to
economically endure in this season of challenges.
RAISE Jamaica is currently operating on a limited budget. While
the field is producing much more, the support funding from RAISE
International is scaled back, somewhat. This has impacted the
purchase of material for work on the field. The farmers understand
the economic reality and are making every effort to adjust.
FARM PRODUCTION & SALES
The farmers currently working plots at RAISE are Desmond Riley,
Lavern Thomas, Jeffrey Thompson, Hopeton & Henry, Carter,
Rudolph Rigg, Llana McGhie, Easton Riley, Exford Campbell,
Mr. Freeman, and Mr. Richard.
In November they harvested: plantain, papaya, sweet pepper,
hot pepper, cucumber, string bean, sorrel, corn, jelly, pumpkin,
callaloo, tomatoes, bananas and pineapples. We now have 129
goats. We had 34 births, no deaths and two sales.

COLUMBARIUM NICHES

Niches in our beautiful memorial garden are now available to our
congregation members at a cost of $1,800 and non-members can
purchase a niche for $2,500. An application form is found in our
Columbarium Booklet available in the narthex. The booklet also
details the purpose and history of our columbarium.
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