JULY 2022

Vol 45, Issue 7

OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

COUNCIL CORNER
By Christina Landau

Dear Congregational Friends,
God is great and good things are happening here at Faith Lutheran Church!
It’s hard to believe that it is July already
and this a great time to celebrate all
that has happened the first half of
this year.
WBF Campaign
Together, we walked by faith and
completed a three-year campaign far
exceeding the three financial goals
established and to date have received
$725,062. Your generosity created an
inviting worship space for our church
family and the community.
2022 Stewardship –
With Joy & Thanksgiving!
Our annual stewardship appeal in late
January and early February encouraged
us to embrace giving as a pathway to
joy. As a result, we collected Time and
Talent forms from 108 members and
62 financial commitments. Hopefully
you find the Summary Treasurer’s
Report and minutes that are emailed
monthly, in addition to the Sunday
bulletin financial update informative.
Ministry Teams
In the Spring, ministry teams started to
form and were featured during worship
providing knowledge and encouragement to get involved. New ministry
teams were formed as well.

Worship, Music & Altar Guild – Plan
worship activities, themes and decor.
We also have a Praise Team and
Chancel Choir. Do you sing or play
an instrument?
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (WELCA)
A community of women committed to
grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support
one another in our callings, engage
in ministry and action and promote
healing and wholeness in the church,
the society and the world.

†

OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

Christian Education – Plan for Adult
& Youth Sunday School, VBS, and
youth/children’s activities.
Evangelism – Grow our congregation
through worship, events and social
media to attract the churched and
unchurched.
Stewardship – Encourage our congregation to financially support the
missions of our church.
Deacon Ministry – Trained members
visit and take communion to homebound members and friends in addition to our pastors’ personal visits.
Prayer Chain – Requested prayer
concerns are shared with a group
of members who intentionally pray
for those persons.
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry –
We are a ministry serving those who
are in need by providing daily bread
to equip people for life in Jesus’
name.
Community Ministries – Outreach
opportunities including our Salvation
Army Men and now Women Shelter,
KARM, Mercy Ships, Disaster Ministry,
Tennessee Faith and Justice Alliance
and Human Trafficking.
Outreach Ministries – Narcotics
Anonymous, Al-Anon.
Fellowship – Plans the social activities for our congregation.
Property/Handy Faithfuls – Oversee
and care for our grounds and building.
Information Technology (New) –
Oversee our digital security and
presence.
Safety and Security (New) – Reviews
policies and procedures. Enacts
improvements.
Quiet Music (New) – A ministry that
provides a soothing atmosphere for
those who desire the comfort of music.
Welcome!
Joining our music program are Lynn
Rognsvoog, our amazing new organist, Collin Kasefang, choirmaster and
Khyle Wooten, the Praise Team. Lynn
and her family moved from Oregon
and have been enjoying all the beauty
that our wonderful state of Tennessee

Sunday, July 3
FAMILY OF FAITH SUNDAY
Worship services Sunday, July 3,
feature patriotic themes. A congre-gational picnic will be held at 12:15pm
in The Cup with great food, fellowship, fun and games. Let’s celebrate
our country and the fellowship of our
congregation on a Faith Family Fun
Sunday! More information will be
e-mailed and posted on Facebook
shortly. Bring your friends and family
to play at church!

KNOXVILLE
CIVIL WAR
ROUNDTABLE
Tuesday, July 12 • 7pm
A re-enactment of Ulysses Grant
and Robert E. Lee April 1865 meeting
at the Appomattox Courthouse ibrings
history alive at Faith Lutheran Church!
Don’t miss this presentation. Dr. Curt
Fields portrays Grant; Thomas Jessee
portrays Lee. Admission is $10 at the
door, children under 12 are free.
More info: https://mergingcivilwar.com.
has to offer. She recently started a Bell
Choir. C’mon y’all, ring those bells!

Columbarium
Our Columbarium and Garden creates
a welcoming healing space at the entrance of our church. Our columbarium
is now paid for with the funds from 12
niches that were purchased by members.
Luther Rose Night Light
What a beautiful sight Drive by Faith
Lutheran Church between the hours of
9 p.m. and 5 a.m. to view our illuminating Luther Rose. A project supported
by Mildred Fenske through the Joe
Yarnell Memorial Fund.

Continued on page 4
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MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS
“AND ALSO WITH Y’ALL”

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

I was recently asked about the core theme of Lutheran
theology and I responded, “Grace over judgement.”
Let’s explore the Lutheran faith perspective this month.

As I preached a few weeks ago, I had a wonderful first
experience at AFFIRM – the synodical youth event that
took place in Livingston, Alabama in mid-June. I’m so
delighted that I got to share that experience with Ethan,
Scarlett, Thomas, Ava, and Brooke from Faith as well.
I hope that you’ll talk to them and hear their stories of
how AFFIRM changed their life.

G

race is a core belief of Lutheran theology. What is
grace? Grace is God’s love, forgiveness, presence,
power and righteousness given to us by unmerited
favor. It is through grace that God works effective
change in our lives. Grace gives us new life which is
not condemned by God.
God’s forgiving and loving grace is freely given by God
to all people through Jesus Christ. No actions, no efforts
and no merits of our own are required to (or could ever)
earn God’s grace. We experience the ability to live free
of selfishness and fear. We are given this gift unconditionally and, quite simply, Lutherans think it is amazing.

T

he full theological phrase for this idea is that we are
“justified by grace through faith for Christ’s sake.”
That’s a mouthful, so let’s break it down. “Justified”
Is a theological term for God saying, “You’re good.”
God claims you as enough, as righteous, just as you
are. “Grace” means that this is a gift from God to us.
We can’t earn and don’t deserve it. It is a free gift
with no strings attached.
“Faith” is our sense of trust in this promise. And “for
Christ’s sake” is a recognition that Jesus alone is the
deliverer of this great unearned gift.

Lutherans also believe that faith is relational. Faith
means God is calling you into a relationship with God.
More than anything else, God desires to be in a relationship with you. God is the initiator and the God relationship is one that is based on openness, love, forgiveness, honesty and understanding.

O

ne of the activities that we did in my unit at AFFIRM
was we gave our participants the opportunity to
experience individual confession and forgiveness. When
you hear that, you might think about what happens in a
movie at a Catholic Church where a priest sits on one side
of a booth and the “confessor” sits on the other side of a
curtain or a wall. We sat in the same room – the two of us
– with tissues, a candle, and oil to mark the forehead with
baptismal remembrances. It was an incredibly powerful
experience for the participants and for me.
It’s also something that you can do. I would be honored
if you would give a call and ask to have some time for
individual confession and forgiveness. It’s a fairly simple
liturgy that leaves lots of space for you to, in silence or
aloud, confess sins that are particularly troubling to you.
If you have something that nags at you, this might be
something to try in the process of letting it go. It’s a safe
space – where whatever you say stays in that space –
it’s confidential. After you’re done confessing, then we
speak words of forgiveness together. It’s not a magic pill –
but I think the process of confession is a big step on the
journey of better understanding ourselves and how we
relate to God.

S

o, I’d love to have a conversation with you. And, if you’d
like to walk this road, I’d be honored to sit with you.
Wherever you are in the journey of healing and forgiveness, may you know that God loves you deeply.

F

Be well,

aith is not how much you know or how fervently you
believe. It is being open to and engaging in this holy
relationship. It is having a sense of trust in God’s promise of forgiveness and unconditional love through
Christ. It is realizing that God is for us and with us in all
things and at all times.

The Rev. Dan Forehand

Like peanut butter and jelly, we’re the best of friends,
We stick together through thick and thin!
Join us for our adult study, led by John Woods in The Cup.
Youth Sunday School meets every Sunday this summer.
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter

A QUICK & SECURE WAY
TO CONTRIBUTE

Scan this QR code with
your phone camera to
donate now on our
secure webpage.

NEWS FROM
THE FAMILY OF FAITH

VIA DE CRISTO
RESCHEDULED

October 13-16.
Contact Janet Rawl
for more info:
jrmomrr@comcast.net.
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. . . Congratulations and blessings to
Choir Director COLLIN KASEFANG
who is marrying CHLOE MAXEY on
July 2 . . . Joy at the birth of HENRY
LEE to BREANNA & WILL HALSEY and his big
brother, OLIVER . . .

MEETINGS & EVENTS

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

By Jan Darnell, shephopepantry@gmail.com

———

Open Mondays
July 11, 3-5pm & July 18, 3-6:30pm
Items Needed
Syrup (24 oz.) • Dish Soap (10 oz.) • Vegetable Oil (24 oz.)
Can Beans (kidney, black, etc.) • Shampoo

———

Thank you for your continued support of the pantry. We are continuing to
service our neighbors as they need our help.

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
July 11, 3-5pm
July 18, 3-6:30pm
Property Team Meeting
Monday, July 18, 6:30pm
WELCA Anna Esther Circle
Wednesday, July 20 10am
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, July 21, 9:30am
———
Church Council, Thursday, July 21
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———
Deacon Meeting & Schedule
Sunday, December 4, 12:15pm

OUTREACH
Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, July 23, noon
———
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
July 26, 5:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585
———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods
———

Ladies Small Group
Will resume at a later date.

Love God

Love Others Serve

NOTES FROM PASTOR DAN

Cup o’ Joe at Summer Moon Coffee Grab a cup of coffee

with me and pull up a chair for casual conversation on Tuesday mornings
between 7:30 and 9:30am this summer at the new Summer Moon Coffee
Shop (104 N. Campbell Station Rd. right next to 35 Degrees North). I’m
there to get to know you better, to talk about sermons, what’s going on at
the church, college football, or whatever other topics you may want to
share. Come and go as you please. Note: I’ll not be there on July 12.

Attention Online Worshippers! If you primarily join us for

online worship, I would like to hear from you about your online experiences and ways that we can make it more meaningful to you. E-mail me at
pastordan@faithloves.org or give me a call 865-966-9626 to engage in
conversation. Remember that both our 9:00am and 11:11am worship
services are online each Sunday!

We Make the Road by Walking Devotions It has been

nearly a year since we started reading Brian McLaren’s book We Make
the Road by Walking together as a congregation to dig deeper into the
Word of God as we imagine our post-pandemic possibilities. Each week,
I read a devotion and print copies that are placed on the welcome desk
and posted on our website, Facebook and YouTube channel. If you’ve
missed a few chapters it’s easy to catch up on any of the virtual sites
listed above. Let’s make the road together!

———

All ladies of the church are invited to join Anna Esther
Circle for fellowship and Bible studies Wednesday,
July 20, 10am. Contact Pat Lyman, 865-675-2189.

Rehearsals
Handbells, Wednesdays, 5:15pm
Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
Praise Team, Sundays, 10:15am
———

Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check
your home smoke detectors.
Call 865-966-9626, to schedule.
———

COLUMBARIUM NICHES

Niches in our memorial garden are available to congregation members at
a cost of $1,800. Non-members can purchase a niche for $2,500. Application forms are in our Columbarium Booklet located in the narthex.

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Pastor Stelter

HANDBELL RINGERS!

Join our group! Rehearsals on Wednesdays, 5:15pm.
Lynn Rognsvoog, email rosiemomflowers@yahoo.com or
phone 503-819-0118.

———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727

YOU CAN LEARN TO PLAY PIANO!

———

Contact Lynn Rognsvoog, our organist at 503-819-0118
or email rosiemomflowers@yahoo.com. She has taught
piano for 35 years and has a Bachelor's Degree in music.

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Pastor Stelter
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SALVATION ARMY WOMEN & MEN’S
HOMELESS SHELTER MINISTRY
Join us for monthly visit on the fourth Tuesday. Our next
visit to the shelters is on July 26 We carpool at 5:30pm
from the church. Let us know you will join us or if you can
help package and items for the visit Contact either Michael Lee, 865-406-6585
or Debbie Ragucci, 865-567-1945.
We are currently overflowing with socks—we’ll let you know when we
need more. Here’s how you can help…
•
Volunteer to visit with us. Age 18 and older are welcome.
•
Donate new women’s underwear (sizes 7, 8, 9, 10).
•
Donate men’s boxer briefs (sizes m, l, xl, xxl)
•
Bring in snacks and goodies.
•
Donate new or gently used children’s books.
•
Monetary donations to purchase items in bulk.

Council Corner
cont’d from front pg.

Evangelism Opportunities
Cup o’ Joe with Pastor Dan – An
excellent opportunity to engage in
conversation on just about anything
with Pastor Dan at the Summer
Moon Coffee Shop on Campbell
Station Road.
We Make the Road by Walking
Devotions – A weekly devotion that
began in August 2021 based on
Brian McLaren’s book.
Faith Lutheran Church Family
Network – Launched in February, this
network is centered around equipping families to help one another in
their faith development. This network
seeks to help you find resources
for people from birth through empty
nesters.
What Is This Place? – Three weeks
on Faith + Lutheran + Church.
Contemplative Practices on Facebook Live
“Xperience” – On June 20, a youth
led Christian band from Christ
Lutheran Church in Charlotte, North
Carolina performed a one-of-a-kind
music and worship experience at
our church.

Youth Sunday School for our age 4
through 5th graders. We can always
use a helping hand with class.
Vacation Bible School for everyone
with a youthful heart.
AFFIRM – June 12 – 17, our youth
participants, Ava Daut, Ethan Daut,
Brooke Fisher, Thomas Houlihan
and Scarlett Parrott, gathered at the
University of West Alabama for a
week of growing in their faith and
having lots of fun!

WOW! As you can see, we have a lot
to celebrate and there is much more
to celebrate in the coming months.
Now I’d like to share what’s happening
on the latest of our current projects.

JULY ALTAR FLOWERS

You can sign up on our flower chart
posted near the library to honor or
commemorate a loved one with
flowers on our altar.
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

Deb & Matt Gray
Barbara & Dave Birkholz
Roberta & Bill Steele
—available—
Vicki Adams

Parking Lot & Sidewalks Projects
Volunteer Paving will complete two
projects in our parking area--sidewalks
and the parking lot surface. Work is
set to begin July 6, 2022 on the sidewalks then proceed the parking lot.
I.T. Restructure
We hired Computer Networking Systems
to install a new server, update and
standardize all computers to the same
platform, update security programs
and provide monthly maintenance.
Join us as we continue to gather for
fellowship on a regular basis, grow our
ministry teams and evangelism programs and continue to live our mission
statement daily:
Love God. Love Others. Serve.

Kitchen Remodel
The kitchen remodel is underway! The
kitchen is gutted and items donated to Wishing you all a summer filled with
local charities (Habitat for Humanity
making fond memories with family
ReStore and KARM), our new stove,
and friends!
hood, sink, cabinets are here. A new
freezer has been ordered and new
Blessings,
countertops have been chosen. Electricians and plumbers are onsite daily as
the project progresses.
2022 Council President

Christina J. Landau

We have overcome a delay getting
started due to the town of Farragut
permits and revisions to the plans reYouth Opportunities
quiring the installation of 2 work platFirst Communion Classes Annika
Forehand, Naomi Forehand, Peyton forms on the roof and a fixed ladder to
Houlihan, Elizabeth Lehman, Mikaela access the platform. The remodel is
Lehman and Cadence Lindsey paint- underway. Construction Edge contractually has 90 days to complete the proed their chalices, attended classes
ject which brings us to a completion
and made their 1st Communion
date of the end of August.
on Maundy Thursday and Easter
Sunday.
We look forward to celebrating the
Confirmation Classes for our 7th, 8th
completion of the kitchen remodel and
and 9th graders.
to future fellowship gatherings!

4

FaithLutheran
Knoxville

GUEST WIFI
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FROM THE HEART
By Nancy Reed

VAYIKRA. . . AND HE CALLED”
In Hebrew, the book of Leviticus is
called Vayikra meaning “and He
called.” One of the main audiences of
the book of Leviticus is those who
have already accepted the presence of
the Creator in their lives. This indicates
that the starting point is not with learning about the holiness of Him, but
about accepting Him in the heart. The
central message in this book is that our
Creator who is holy requires His people to be holy and shows us that He
has already provided atonement for sin.

into an intimate relationship. When
we are distant from those we love, we
either call them to us or draw closer
ourselves in order to bridge the divide.
In Leviticus, we see such movement
in both directions between the Creator
and ourselves. Sometimes our Father
calls us, sometimes we call for Him.
The interaction between our Father
and ourselves is dynamic. Leviticus
shows us a path toward intimacy with
our Creator.

Without Leviticus, the other scriptural
books don’t make much sense. Every
book is intertwined with the other.
Some people consider the laws in
Reading the book of Kings is just as
Leviticus irrelevant and obsolete, but
important as reading the Gospel of
they actually remain relevant and are
Matthew. Yeshua did not transgress
extremely important. For instance,
any part of Mosaic law, did not oppose
without them we cannot grasp the
concept of blood sacrifice as an atone- or reject the law and likewise His
ment for sin which is a core concept in disciples.
our Creator’s plan for our redemption. For some, a guilty conscience over
It also helps us to understand the sac- past sin causes us to be alienated
rificial death of Yeshua, our Messiah.
from our Father despite knowing we
Attempting to understand Yeshua’s
have received forgiveness. The blood
death without comprehending the
sacrifice of Yeshua was shed to restore
shedding of blood is like trying to build us to that right relationship with our
a house without a foundation.
Father and also to cleanse us of guilt.
Understanding the book of Leviticus in
proper content shows exactly why the
laws (moral and cultural) transcend
time. The book may appear dry and
technical, but our Father is calling us

11:44 which is repeated several times
such as in Leviticus 19:2 sometimes
called the “Leviticus holiness code,”
dealing with the belief of sanctification
and how one should live.
Scripture does not teach the doctrine
“once saved always saved.” We can
fall from grace, for if we willfully sin
after receiving the truth there no longer
remains a sacrifice for our sins. II Peter
2:20-22 tells us, “For it would have
been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness than
having known it and turned from it.”

CS Lewis once wrote, “Leviticus led me
to Christ.” The emotional depth of the
book of Leviticus is not always evident.
But every part of it demonstrates that
our Father will do anything for His beloved children. We can study Scripture
and know Yeshua, but understanding
Leviticus will light up everything we
already do know.
Shalom

(Hebrews 9:14)

In 1 Peter 1:15-16, the apostle Peter
says, “But as He called you holy, you
also shall be holy in all your conduct.”
That is a direct quote from Leviticus

FROM THE MAILBOX

Nearly 15 years ago, we were preparing to
move to Knoxville from Hampton, a southern
suburb of Atlanta. During our house hunting
trip, we paused to worship at Faith Lutheran
Church and found a friendly, welcoming congregation. We
then decided to focus our search for a new home within the
radius of the church and eventually purchased and moved
into what became our home for the last (almost) 15 years.
We had no family in Knoxville so a church family was very
important to us. Over the years we have participated in a
number of church ministries and have made many friends
through church. Whenever our out of town family came to
visit, we brought them to worship service at Faith Lutheran
Church and they were always welcomed.
Over the course of our 51-year marriage, we have moved
all around the country (as a career soldier and for USDA.)
When we moved to Knoxville, we thought if was our last
move and that we would be permanent residents here.
Although we loved living here and being members of Faith
Lutheran Church, we really missed our family.

The recent COVID pandemic also served as a reminder of
how isolated we were from our family. We did not have a
plan to leave; it just sort of happened.
It took 35 days from the day we listed our house in Knoxville to the day we moved into our new house in Floyds
Knobs, Indiana. We turned over our noxville house to the
new owners at our closing on Friday, June 3—that’s another 11 days. A total of 46 compressed days of stress. The
Lord was watching over us and kept us safe and sane—
even when it seemed that some of those days were anything but.
We will miss our church family and our time in Knoxville,
but, we have left knowing we have been blessed to have
enjoyed the company of our neighbors and friends. We had
hoped that we could have had a more formal farewell but
with the tight schedule we had it was not possible.
Regards and wishes to all!
Cyrila & Bart Di Giovanni
3037 Masters Drive
Floyds Knobs, IN 47119
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FAMILY
BIRTHDAYS

7/1 Ethan Gray
Dale Rothenberg
7/2 Mary Herbold
7/3 Jim Courtney
Lynn Garrison
Bonnie Legako
Tom Mann
Heather McDonald
Darren Rothenberg
Barbara Strand
7/5 Elaine Mount
7/6 Calvin Giles
Jordan Kilbey
7/8 Zach Enderson
7/11 Kristi Thomas
7/12 Doug Gerrick
Bill Steele
7/14 Carmen Larsen
7/15 Daniel Moore
Annette Pal
Judy Zager

OF

7/16 Jay Ahlgren
Matt Cogburn
Katie Lehner
Emily Norris
Linda Swenson
Cortlyn Titsworth
Dylan Willis
7/17 Mary Blackburn
Terry Runger
7/20 Barbara Bird
7/21 Brandon Ward
7/23 Rodney Bauman
Ryan McCown
7/24 Alex Primka
7/28 Matt Echols
7/29 Mary Beth Blake
Isa Keenan-Liakh
7/30 Wes Jeter
Greg Zager
7/31 Steve Dean

FAITH CELEBRATIONS
BAPTISMS
7/1
7/4
7/5
7/5
7/12
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/19
7/20
7/21
7/22
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/30

Jim Lang
Erin Mabry
Jonas Greenman
Kim Holbert
Eleanor Rakowski
Bill Steele
Ursula Dunlop
Reagan Green
Joe Poole
Eliana Rosa
Dan Primka
Margaret Welch
Linda Swenson
Shirley Campbell
Aynsleigh Martin
Jeff Larsen
Kristine Lehman
Garrett Welch
7/31 Sam Howard
Have a July date
not featured here?
Contact Mary Boring,
865-966-9626 to update
our church records..
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ANNIVERSARIES

7/5 Sherrie & Brandon Ward, 4
7/8 Debbie & Bob Moore, 50
7/9 Roy & Michelle Fenstermaker, 39
Elaine & Gary Mount, 51
7/11 Kristi & Morgan Thomas, 24
7/13 Abby & Travis Dean, 3
7/15 Jan Bishop & Peter Schlake, 16
7/18 Debby & John Palatinus, 52
Lisa & Donald Smith, 30
7/19 Terry & Craig Runger, 53
7/20 Trish & Steve Holley, 20
7/25 Myra & Dale Rothenberg, 52
7/31 Jessica & Brett Huebner, 18

Faith Lutheran Church
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Psalm 33:12

S TAFF M EMBERS
The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter
Pastor
pastorbob@faithloves.org

UPDATE

By Lynda Primka

Mary Boring
Office Manager
mary@faithloves.org

Mercy Ships works to make itself no longer necessary!
The medical training Mercy Ships provides to African
medical professionals excites me the most about this
ministry. The example of Dr. David Ugai, a dentist who began by
volunteering in Guinea, makes this clear. Dr. Ugai said in Mercy
Ships' blog, “Some days we would see 100 patients…and throughout
the 10 months that Mercy Ships was there, that line just kept getting
longer and longer.” He shared, “We could stay in Guinea forever,
and that line would continue to be there. So there had to be some
better way to do this.” Then in 2018, The Gamal Abdel Nasser
University, in Conakry, Guinea, asked Mercy Ships to help provide
clinical training to dental students. This was a huge need.

Phylis Garrison
Publications

From the Mercy Ships blog article:
Heroes of Healthcare: Dr. David Ugai 4/8/22.

The Rev. Daniel Forehand
Pastor
pastordan@faithloves.org
Lynn Rognsvoog
Organist
Collin Kasefang
Choirmaster

Tiffany Bryson
Nursery Care Giver
Barbara Birkholz
Finance Secretary
Mildred Fenske
Prayer Chain Coordinator
gomer2@hotmail.com
Lisa Stelter
Worship Graphics
Peter Jeong
Asst. Broadcast Manager
Trace Taylor
Sound Technician
Kim Frasch
Quiet Music Ministry

“What began in 2018 as one-month clinical rotations with Mercy Ships,
along with a renovation of the university’s dental school, has morphed into a
full-fledged program where students receive supervised advanced clinical
training on well-functioning equipment. These are two things that are typically hard to come by in Guinea.
Dr. Ugai says, “Each year we’re graduating 10 to 15 students. Over time,
they’re going to take charge of these problems, not Mercy Ships.”
Now Mercy Ships is transitioning the management of the program to Gamal
University, with Dr. David recently stepping into a volunteer role as a dental
department faculty member. With his guidance, this will give the university
full rein over the dental training program and its future – allowing them to
make their own lasting impact in their country.”
Mercy Ships Core Values
Desiring to follow the model of Jesus, we seek to:
 Love God.  Love and serve others.  Be people of integrity.
 Strive for excellence in all we say and do.
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