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OUR VISION – To be an inspired body of Christ.

August 2, 2022

DEVOTIONS CONCLUDE!

Dear Congregational Friends,
On behalf of council, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Pastor Dan and his family
for partnering with us in our mission to “Love
God. Love Others. Serve.” over the last
fifteen months.
As Pastor Dan has shared, his last Sunday
will be August, 21, 2022, and on that day,
we would like to invite you to a fellowship
gathering to be held in The Cup at 12:15pm
to thank Pastor Dan, Kim, Naomi, and Annika
for their time here with our Faith Lutheran
Church family and wish them well as they
discover the next steps that God has planned
for them.
Peace be with you all as we continue our
journey to “Love God. Love Others. Serve.”
Blessings,
Christina J. Landau
Faith Lutheran Church
2022 Council President

August 28 will be the final of our 52 devotions on Brian McLaren’s
book We Make the Road by Walking. It’s been a long journey
re-grounding ourselves in the story of Scripture to see the path
we walk forward together as the people of God here at Faith
Lutheran Church. It’s also been a refresher in evangelism –
reminding us of who God has created us to be, so that we can share
the Good News. All 52 videos are available on YouTube and
Facebook via the website and Pastor Dan is happy to e-mail you
old copies of the written devotions, too, if you’d like to catch up.

CUP O’ JOE WITH PASTOR DAN
Grab a cup of coffee and pull up a chair for casual
conversation with Pastor Dan on Tuesday mornings
between 7:30 and 9:30am the Summer Moon Coffee
Shop (104 N. Campbell Station Rd. next to 35 Degrees North). He’ll
be there to get to know congregation members better, to talk about
sermons, what’s going on at the church, college football, or whatever
other topics you may want to share. Come and go as you please.
Note: Pastor Dan will not be there on August 23 or 30.

CONFIRMATION

Q&A WITH COUNCIL

You are invited to attend our next Council
Q&A sessions on Sunday, August 28,
2022 after both services.
We will provide updates on projects, listen
to suggestions, concerns and answer
questions that you may have and if you are
unable to attend, please do not hesitate to
reach out to one of us in person or via a
phone call, text or email. As always, we are
here for you!
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OUR MISSION – Love God. Love Others. Serve.

WE MAKE THE ROAD BY WALKING

COUNCIL CORNER

THE INTERMENT
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will take place in our columbarium
garden on Tuesday, August 29 at
10am with military honors.

Confirmation is a two year faith education ministry
of our congregation lead by Pastor Stelter for 8th
and 9th graders. Class resumes September 11 and
is taught on Sunday mornings, 10:15am
in the library.

BACK TO SCHOOL
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

During worship at both services on Sunday,
August 7 we will bless your backpacks.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEEDS YOU!

Our Children’s Sunday School class begins
September 11 at 10:15am.
Contact Deb Miller (dmille42@utk.edu) or Melissa
Horning (horning_melissa13@yahoo.com)!
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MESSAGES FROM THE PASTORS
LIVING WITH PARADOX

FROM PASTOR DAN

We’ve been exploring issues of our congregation’s
identity in this space. This month, let’s consider the
Lutheran perspective of living with Law and Gospel.

August 2, 2022
Dear Siblings in Christ,

L

aw and Gospel are two different ways the Bible
informs us. The Bible provides instructive wisdom
about human nature and teaches how we should strive
to live. This includes upholding The Ten Commandments and the New Testament commandments, such
as the Golden Rule to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
We call these rules and obligations God’s Law.
God’s Gospel, on the other hand, is the good news that
God loves, forgives and reconciles us through Christ.
We understand, appreciate and value the Law and
strive to uphold it. We depend upon the Gospel and try
to embrace it.

B

ecause of this Law/Gospel dichotomy, we can own
up to our imperfections and believe that God’s forgiveness and love are unconditionally given to everyone. As Martin Luther taught, “The Law says, ‘Do this,
and it is never done. Grace says, ‘Believe this,’ and
everything is already done.”
Some religious traditions teach that saints obey God’s
will and sinners disobey God’s will. We Lutherans cling
to a both/and understanding of Christian identity. We
Lutherans love a good paradox. We redefine the word
saint to mean a forgiven sinner. We are saint and sinner
simultaneously.

O

ur dual identity as saints and sinners reminds us
that our righteousness is never based on our
religious behavior, but on God’s graceful behavior.
We are practical people, recognizing that sin, while
forgiven, remains a powerful force in the world. We
have the ability to confront cruelty and evil, confident
that God will have the last word in all things.

In February 2021, you called me to come to East Tennessee
to serve on the pastoral team with Pastor Bob here at
Faith Lutheran Church. Paul wrote to the church at Philippi,
“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of
Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). I trust that God is not done
with any of us, but that God continues to walk with us on
the road of life.
I write you today to inform you that I am resigning my call
here at Faith Lutheran Church. My final Sunday will be
Sunday, August 21st, and my final day in the office will be
Monday, August 22nd. As all of us should do, I regularly
pray asking for God’s wisdom and the Spirit’s guidance to
show what I am called to do. It is through that prayerful
discernment, that I come to this conclusion that it is time
for my family and me to go. I do not have another call
lined up yet, but I will take some time to reflect, grow, and
listen for a path forward. I hope that all of us do the same.
I thank you for allowing me to serve as your pastor and to
be a partner in the mission and ministry to “Love God. Love
Others. Serve.” I hope that in our time together, I have
been faithful to God’s call, taught you some new things,
been present in times of suffering, and hopefully made you
laugh a bit, too. The good work that God is doing in each
of our lives is just beginning and I hope that each of us can
see that. My sense of call and love for Jesus and his
church only continues to grow.
In this time of transition and beyond, you will be in my
prayers. I ask that you would keep Kim, Naomi, Annika,
and me in your prayers, too, as we discern what is next for
us. God is always doing something new, even now, in the
midst of our goodbyes.
May God bless each of us as we walk the path that God
has given to us.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stelter

In partnership together, and in love,

Join us for our adult study, led by John Woods
in The Cup.

The Rev. Dan Forehand

Youth Sunday School meets every Sunday.

NEWS FROM
THE FAMILY OF FAITH

A QUICK & SECURE WAY
TO CONTRIBUTE

. . . Congratulations to Ethan Gray
earning 3 gold medals at his taekwondo
tournament this summer. . .

Scan this QR code with your phone camera to
donate now on our secure webpage.

VIA

DE

CRISTO OCTOBER 13-16.

Contact Janet Rawl for more info: jrmomrr@comcast.net.
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FOOD PANTRY NEWS

shephopepantry@gmail.com

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Open Mondays
August 1, 3-5pm & July 18, 3-6pm

Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry
August 1, 3-5pm
August 15, 3-6pm

Items Needed
Size 1 diapers

———

Property Team Meeting
Monday, 15, 6:30pm
———

WELCA Anna Esther Circle
Wednesday, August 17, 10am
———

Handy Faithfuls Workday
Thursday, August 18, 9:30am
———
Church Council, Thursday, August 18
Executive Team, 6pm • Council, 6:30pm
———
Rehearsals
Handbells, Wednesdays, 5:15pm
Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
Praise Team, Sundays, 10:15am
———

Deacon Meeting & Schedule
Sunday, December 4, 12:15pm

OUTREACH
Salvation Army Shelter Visit
August 23, 5:30pm
Contact Michael Lee, 406-6585

FOOD PANTRY LEADERSHIP CHANGES

We are happy to celebrate 10 years of leadership of the Shepherd of
Hope Food Pantry by Jan Darnell. Jan has resigned her leadership post,
notifying Pastor Stelter and the pantry volunteers in July of her decision.
Plans are underway for new leadership and a new direction for our pantry.
The various roles and functions are being spread out to more volunteers
in hopes to get more involvement. There are four congregations participating in this ministry started and housed by Faith Lutheran Church. If
you would like to learn more about how to step into a leadership position,
please contact Pastor Stelter.
From Jan’s resignation letter:
“The people we serve at the pantry are very special to me. They
deserve dignity and respect, as most of them don’t want to be there.
It is with a heavy hear that I have decided that I am going to have
to step down from the pantry now. God has blessed the pantry
in many ways and with many people to help. I will always be grateful
to have been a part of it.”
Thank you and many blessings, Jan Darnell! Well done, you good and
faithful servant.
Love God • Love Others • Serve

———

Faith Serves KARM
Saturday, September 24, noon

All ladies of the church are invited to join Anna Esther
Circle for fellowship and Bible studies Wednesday,
August 17, 10am. Contact Pat Lyman, 865-675-2189.

———

Tuesday Small Groups
Afternoon Bible Study, 1:30pm
Led by John Woods
———

Ladies Small Group
Will resume at a later date.
———

Disaster Ministry
A trained team member will check
your home smoke detectors.
Call 865-966-9626, to schedule.

HANDBELL RINGERS!

Join our group! Rehearsals on Wednesdays, 5:15pm.
Lynn Rognsvoog, email rosiemomflowers@yahoo.com or
phone 503-819-0118. No experience required.

———

YOU CAN LEARN TO PLAY PIANO!

Community Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
Contact Pastor Stelter

Contact Lynn Rognsvoog, our organist at 503-819-0118
or email rosiemomflowers@yahoo.com. She has taught
piano for 35 years and has a Bachelor's Degree in music.

———

Tennessee Faith & Justice Alliance
Contact Doug Goins at 703-772-6736
———

Mercy Ships
Contact Lynda Primka, 742-2727
———

Raise Jamaica International
Contact Pastor Stelter

COLUMBARIUM NICHES

Niches in our columbarium are available to congregation members
at a cost of $1,800. Non-members can purchase a niche for $2,500.
Applications are in our Columbarium Booklet located in the narthex.
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SALVATION ARMY WOMEN & MEN’S
HOMELESS SHELTER MINISTRY
Join us for monthly visit on the fourth Tuesday. Our next
visit to the shelters is on August 23 We carpool at 5:30pm
from the church. Let us know you will join us or if you can
help package and items for the visit Contact either Michael Lee, 865-406-6585
or Debbie Ragucci, 865-567-1945.
We are currently overflowing with socks—we’ll let you know when we
need more. Here’s how you can help…
•
Volunteer to visit with us. Age 18 and older are welcome.
•
Donate new women’s underwear (sizes 7, 8, 9, 10).
•
Donate men’s boxer briefs (sizes m, l, xl, xxl)
•
Bring in snacks and goodies.
•
Donate new or gently used children’s books.
•
Monetary donations to purchase items in bulk.

WHY I SERVE

AS A

AUGUST ALTAR FLOWERS

You can sign up on our flower chart
posted near the library to honor or
commemorate a loved one with
flowers on our altar.
August 7 Barbara & Dave Birkholz
August 14 Darla & Alan Berdal
August 21 —available—
August 28 Kristie & Paul Turner

DEACON

by Mildred Fenske
As you probably know, a number
of years ago, Faith Lutheran Church,
instituted the deacon ministry. Many
of us who currently serve have served
as deacons since its inception. The
word deacon, from the Greek word
diakonos, means servant, helper, or
minister. As members of Christ’s body
and by virtue of our baptism, we are all
ministers of Christ’s healing. Deacons
are servants that take communion to
the sick and homebound. We share
the Church’s total ministry with the sick
and the homebound. On an individual
level, we share God’s love with members.
We do not replace the pastors, but
serve to extend and expand the ministry so that the sick and the homebound
have regular contact with members
of the church.

We pray for God to heal them if they
want, but also pray that God will
strengthen them to accept whatever
His will is for them. We don’t solve
their problems, nor heal physical
wounds. We share conversation before
communion and prayer. If others are
present, they are invited to join in
prayer and communion. Prayers may
focus on praise and thanksgiving,
petitions for needs, expressions
of feelings, and requests for forgiveness, healing, or a closer relationship
with Christ.

As for my personal experience of
being a deacon, I have used my own
experiences of wrestling with God,
faith, church, and family as resources.
It has strengthened my faith, clarified
my belief system, and enhanced my
understanding of God. The Holy Spirit
Christian presence is the gift we bring has provided me with the “tools” to
to those unable to attend regular
be a deacon. I am reminded of Corrie
church services. We are the listening
Ten Boon, a female watchmaker in
presence; we listen; we pray; and we
the Netherlands who with her family
share communion with those who are rescued an estimated 800 Jews from
homebound or hospitalized, and those the Nazi’s and who along with family
in assisted living, and nursing homes. members was imprisoned during
We meet people where they are
WWII. After the war, she rented a foremotionally and spiritually. We deliver mer concentration camp (Darmstadt)
comfort and companionship; and offer and worked with the Lutheran Church.
encouragement and support.
She raised money for the members
of the Lutheran Sisterhood of Mary
Listening is hard work. We allow the
(Marienschwestern) who had dedicatperson with whom we are visiting to
ed their lives to serving the Lord and
guide the conversation. We seek to
spiritually hungry people. She said,
be kind, attentive, and honest. We
“trying to do the Lord’s work in our own
communicate God’s love by being
genuinely interested in their story and strength is most confusing, exhausting,
and tedious of all. But when you are
how they are coping. When appropriate, we share affirmations such as how filled with the Holy Spirit, then the
we are honored to witness their story. ministry of Christ just flows out of

4

you.” (Ten Boom, Corrie. Tramp for the
Lord. Christian Literature Crusade,
Fort Washington, PA, 1974, p. 63)
Obviously, I have not reached the level
of commitment of Corrie Ten Boon,
but her life’s work as a servant inspires
me. I encourage anyone interested in
serving in this ministry to indicate their
interest to Pastor Bob. Training and
guidelines for visits are provided.

Meet us on Tuesdays at 6:30pm in
The Library for great reviews on books
you’ll enjoy reading.
9/13/22—Ordinary Grace
by William Krueger
Donna Deichert, presenter
10/4/22—The Extraordinary Life
of Sam Hell by Robert Dugoni
Susan Vanacore, presenter
11/8/22—Strength in What Matters
by Tracy Kidder
Melissa Russ, presenter
1/1/23—How to Love the World: Poems
of Gratitude and Hope
edited by James Crews
Pastor Bob Stelter, presenter
2/7/23—The Confessor by John Grisham
Laura Beardsley, presenter
3/7/23—Peace Like a River by Leif Enger,
Mary Bales, presenter
4/4/23—The Bark of the Bog Owl
by Jonathan Rodgers
Doug Bales, presenter

FAMILY
BIRTHDAYS
8/1
8/2
8/3
8/4

8/5
8/6
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/11
8/13
8/14
8/15

Danny Pressley
Peyton Sandidge
Julia Puterbaugh
Abby Dean
Nancy Dean
Hudson Huebner
Dan O’Kada
Nancy Cole
Tyler Bird
Kristie Turner
John Mulloy
Jan Bishop
Rob Blackburn
Reavis Baird
Jay Carroll
Connie Schmid
Charlotte Case
Adam Schmid
Doug Bales
Phil Cobble
Jasmine Holbert
Joy Crosby
Lisa Johnson
Jim Hallahan
Anna Sass

OF

FAITH CELEBRATIONS

8/16 Doug Goins
Carson Pettet
Dr. Ted Primka
Donald Smith
8/18 Jean Enderson
Sophie Frost
Frank Weldon
8/20 Morgan Monteagudo
Reneé Stone
Margurette Oliver
8/21 Richard Lehner
8/22 Vicki Adams
Julie Jeter
Paula Nelson
Linda Shoemaker
8/23 Jett Lang
8/24 Cheryl Dunlop
8/25 Ron Pinchok
8/26 Gloria Fife
8/27 Jeanne Ahlgren
8/29 Carol Schaefer
Pat Weaver
8/30 Donna Deichert
Deb Mulloy
Greg Schaefer

BAPTISMS
8/1

8/2
8/8
8/9
8/14
8/16
8/17
8/19
8/20

8/21
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/30
8/31

Katie Brown
Allison Pressley
Ella Puterbaugh
Mark Rozanski
Brianna Saylor
Judy Zager
Brooks Huebner
Haley Bauman
Heather McDonald
Anthony Herbold
Emily Norris
Donnie Smith
Ben Thompson
Eli McDonald
Wes Jeter
Ella McDonald
Morgan Monteagudo
Brigitte Williams
Chase Patterson
Eric Johnson
Madison Sandidge
Noah Weaver
Greg Schaefer
Dr. Ted Primka

ANNIVERSARIES
8/1
8/5
8/7

8/8
8/9
8/10
8/13
8/14
8/16
8/20
8/22
8/23
8/24
8/27
8/31

Frank & Teensy Weldon, 41
Paul & Kristie Turner, 14
Tim & Reneé Stone, 12
Jim & Amy Canapa, 23
Dave & Barbara Birkholz, 24
Brad & Paula Nelson, 47
Steve & Jan Darnell, 48
Kim & Pastor Dan Forehand, 14
Cory & Ted Primka, 3
Alan & Darla Berdal, 39
Jan & Mark Rozanski, 40
George & Mary Herbold, 42
Steve & Connie Schmid, 39
Larry & Deanne Benorden, 35
Doug & Marie Gerrick, 25
Jim & Debra Courtney, 8
Harold & Loni Peters, 51
Leon & Nancy Cole, 59

Have an August date not featured here?
Contact Mary Boring, 865-966-9626 to update our church records.

FROM THE HEART
By Nancy Reed

Regrets

As believers, we understand intellectually what it means to be
forgiven and we know Christ’s death
atoned for our sins. We also understand that by placing our trust and faith
in Him we are forgiven and enter into
an eternal relationship with Him. We
know when we turn to our Creator and
truly repentant confessing our sin, we
are cleansed. “He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9.
However sometimes we discover that
we fail to find that feeling of reconciliation with our Creator and we continue
to carry the burden of our guilt, unnecessarily feeling a permanent distance
in our relationship with Him. The Hebrew root word for “regret” actually
means “to sigh.”
We often think that what we have done
is too big, too awful to be forgiven. We
may tell ourselves, “I know God is forgiving, but I cannot be forgiven for
this.” It feels like a righteous response
but it implies that Christ’s death was
not enough to cover for all sim. We
have, in fact, made our sin to be
uniquely bad and Christ’s sacrifice inadequate. Sometimes we can be so

overcome with regrets that we can’t
me with a love that is beyond human
experience joy. That is a far cry from
understanding.”
the truth. According to Acts 2:22, there
are no exceptions.
When we have our feelings of regret,
we can let it consume our lives or we
All sin is evil in the Lord’s sight. Christ’s can lay it at the feet of Yeshua, turn
death is sufficient (Colossians 1:20-21 from it and let Him restore us.
and Hebrews 7:24-25.) Christ’s sacrifice is more than enough, many,
May we stop blaming others for our
many, many times over, to cover all
past mistakes. Let’s have no more
the wrongs we have done and will do. self-pity, it no longer has any place in
No sin is beyond His forgiveness
our lives. Greet each day with renewed
when we repent and confess it. It is
confidence and hope. Bad things can
important to understand that regret is
happen, but when we are yoked with
not the same as repentance. Godly
our Lord, we can handle whatever
sorrow brings repentance which leads comes.
to salvation and leaves no regret.
Rather than allow regret to win, we
C.S. Lewis wrote, “I think that if God
should allow Yeshua to transform us
forgives us we must forgive ourselves.
so that our past sins magnify His grace. Otherwise it is like setting up ourselves
as a higher tribunal than Him.”
We must keep in minds that God has
Shalom
a plan for our lives. The enemy has
a plan for our lives. We must become
wise enough to know which one to
battle and which one to embrace.
So how do we get to the place of
feeling forgiven? Perhaps it is when
we are obedient to our Father and
forgive ourselves by embracing
Christ’s sacrifice, feeling the passionate love He has for His children and
saying, “Thank you, Father. Thank you
for setting me free. Thank you for lifting
this awesome burden of guilt and
regret from me. Thank you for loving
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UPDATE

By Lynda Primka

2022 C OUNCIL
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While I love the stories of the individuals helped directly
through surgery on the Mercy Ships, I really love to hear of the work
that builds the African medical system. This is happening in Liberia.
Let me give you some background information about Liberia. Liberia
is a small country on Africa's west coast. Liberia endured a terrible
14-year civil war from 1989 to 2003. In 2005, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
was elected as the first democratically elected female head of state
on the African continent. Mercy Ships' work in Liberia has had Sirleaf's
invitation and blessing. Liberia then suffered the Ebola outbreaks of
2014-2016. In 2017, George Weah was elected president, and Liberia
had the first peaceful transfer of power in 75 years.

Christina Landau
President
Property

Currently, although there is not a Mercy Ship in Liberia, several projects continue. For example, the Mercy Ships Biomedical Mentoring
team works to strengthen surgical teams. Successful surgery is a
team event: you need a trained surgeon, but you also need technicians and nurses to make sure the equipment is clean, sterilized and
in working order. You also need anesthesia providers. Mercy Ships
has partnered with the World Federation of Societies of Anesthesiologists to provide an online training course in SAFE Obstetric Anesthesia. Almost all of the anesthesia providers in Liberia have done
the course, thanks to Alieu Perry, an anesthesia provider and secretary of the Liberian Association of Nurse Anesthetists. Now the trainings have expanded to the next level of in-person training for anesthesia providers throughout Liberia. Liberians are strengthening
themselves to care for their people.

Adam Edwards
Worship & Music

Mercy Ships Core Values
Desiring to follow the model of Jesus, we seek to:
 Love God.  Love and serve others.  Be people of integrity.
 Strive for excellence in all we say and do.
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Vice President
Property
David Wyatt
Secretary
Tim Stone
Treasurer
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